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GSS Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

August 1st, 2017 (7:00am – 8:30am) 

JSM Room 305 

 

Welcome/Introductions 

 Attendees in person: Darcy Miller, Marilyn Seastrom, Michael Davern, Michael 

Hawes, Jenny Thompson, Elizabeth Mannshardt  

 Attendees by telephone: Gina Wolejko 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Darcy Miller) 

 Darcy reported that there are not any expenses listed for this year (beginning 

January 1, 2017).  She expects charges to roll in for JSM and awards soon. 

 She reported that our balance is $14,262, and we are down $6401 from last year.  

GSS has been carrying a higher balance than normal, so GSS decided to increase 

awards last year and spent more at 2016 JSM than the previous year.  Our current 

balance is back to traditional levels. 

 Overall membership has dropped slightly, this is due to the decrease in free 

memberships. 

 Treasurer’s report is included at the end of the minutes. 

 

 

2017 JSM Program (Michael Hawes and Gina Wolejko) 

 Michael reported that GSS sponsored 37 sessions, excluding the round tables.  

GSS sponsored (or co-sponsored) 13 invited sessions, which is much higher than 

normal. He thanked the ASA team for allocating extra sessions.  The downside is 

that a lot of sessions were booked in the same time slot. 

 He thanked everyone for volunteering to chair.   

 Gina reported that there were originally 4 roundtables.  One of the persons had to 

drop out, and there was not a replacement.  One session sold out. 

 

2018 JSM Program (Gina Wolejko) 

 Gina attended a luncheon yesterday.  They talked about the next president’s 

initiatives.  One of them is building confidence in federal statistics.  GSS should 

look to get involved; this is further discussed in the COS report. 

 She is interested in data science related to federal statistics.  GSS still has 3 

invited sessions allotted.  The call for invited sessions is out, but she needs to do 

more advertising.  Action item:  Gina needs to continue to advertise the call 

for invited sessions. 

 ASA would like to increase the number of poster and speed sessions. 

 

2017 Data Challenge (Marilyn Seastrom) 

 There were 13 contestants.  We co-sponsor with statistical graphics and 

computing.  This year, they paid for the award.  The winners will be announced at 

the GSS business meeting.  

 Computation statistics plans to publish an article about the contest and winners.   
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 Wendy Martinez is proposing that in odd years we organize, and in even years, 

they organize.  She proposed this at the statistical graphics and computing board 

meeting. 

 

2017 Student Paper Competition (Gina Wolejko) 

 There were 11 or 12 papers submitted.  Last year, there were 20+ submissions.  

This is co-sponsored with social statistics section.  Three winners were at the 

social statistics business meeting.  The winners will also be announced at the GSS 

business meeting.  

 Computation statistics plans to publish an article about the contest and winners.   

 Wendy Martinez is proposing that in odd years we organize, and in even years, 

they organize.  She proposed this at the statistical graphics and computing board 

meeting. 

 

Awards (Marilyn Seastrom) 

 Jean Griffith Mentoring Award – Cynthia Ogden 

 Roger Herriot Award – John Eltinge 

 Ray Jackson Smith Award – Sarah Tan (Cornell)  

 Pat Doyle Award - Jennifer Parker 

 

 

Conference Requests (Marilyn Seastrom) 

 ICES VI 

o GSS was asked to underwrite the ICES VI conference which is being 

planned for 2020 in North America.  The share of the profit/loss on the 

contract is 10%.  The board voted to approve GSS support for the ICES VI 

conference. 

o Jenny is the program committee chair, and Darcy is the organizing 

committee chair.  So, GSS is represented on the committees responsible 

for organizing the conference. 

o The share is the same rate as previous ICES.  Marilyn asked how the 

shares were initially allotted.  Darcy will follow up to see how the levels 

were initially determined. 

 Big Data Meets Survey Science 

o Seed money is being requested for an international conference on big data 

in survey science.  The conference is hosted by the European Survey 

Research Association and is being held October 25-27 2018 in Barcelona, 

Spain. 

o The best papers from the conference will be published in the Wiley Survey 

Methodology Series. 

o The executive board is not clear on the financial structure or what the 

cost/benefit is.  There is not a contract.  The board needs to request more 

information on the financial structure and the conference from Stas 

Kolenikov.  Action Item:  Marilyn will follow up with Stas. 
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 Seasonal Adjustment Workshop 

o GSS co-sponsored the workshop with BES last fall.  It was well attended, 

and another is being planned for April 2018.  GSS provided $500 for the 

last workshop.  BES will match whatever GSS contributes.  The board 

discussed contributing but did not settle and vote on a contribution level. 

 

Council of Sections (Jenny Thompson) 

 The council of sections (COS) is planning a survey of the sections to assess 

whether the sections are “strong and well functioning,”primarily by determining 

what sections are offering to their members.  Jenny asked the COS if GSS will be 

able to access the survey micro-data to see what outreach activities are increasing 

membership by section; she also requested section membership counts 

(continuing members and new members).  The COS board has not made a 

determination yet.  Jenny provided a draft of the survey; the board should let her 

know if they have any input.   Once the questionnaire is finalized, it will be sent 

to each section chair with the expectation that each executive board will complete 

one survey collectively.  

 The COS discussed some successful outreach activities, focusing on newsletters, 

podcasts, and webinars.  If we are interested in producing a webinar, Rick 

Peterson will provide technical support and ASA will develop a reasonable cost 

structure (e.g., a price for section members, ASA members, and non-members). 

Webinars have proven very useful, especially as ASA encourages one purchase 

for a shared audience. If we produce a podcast, Rick will publicize the podcast 

(they can be posted on our section website).  Note:  we briefly discussed forming 

a committee with federal and state representatives to determine a topic of interest 

for a webinar. 

 GSS was asked to provide promotional bullets to ASA to increase outreach.  ASA 

rewrote them; Jenny found errors and corrected them. She needs to follow up with 

COS to make sure that the changes are adopted. 

 ASA is trying to figure out how to respond to negative publicity on federal 

statistics.  This is an opportunity for GSS to get involved.  When the quarterly 

meeting is held, consider inviting Ron. 

o The National Academies of Sciences just produced a piece of related 

literature, “Principles and Practices for a Federal Statistical Agency:  Sixth 

Edition” Available at:  www.nap.edu 

o Michael Hawes reported that a 15 member bi-partisan commission will 

release a report on federal statistics on September 7.  The committee was 

tasked with identifying ways to improve data access and visibility for 

research while maintaining privacy.  The committee was put together 

based on a recommendation of the president and congress. 

 ASA is also trying to put out more leadership initiatives and start a more formal 

mentoring program. 

 The Committee on Applied Statisticians (COS) launched an initiative to promote 

collaboration among the sections. They offered a one-day workshop at the JSM 

meetings for section and interest group chairs and will offer 10 themed webinars 

in the next 12 months. 

http://www.nap.edu/
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 ASA is emphasizing “strong and well functioning”“sections, but there is not any 

real guidance on what this means. 

 The ASA committee on ethics produced a document on ethics guidance.  They 

will be looking to the sections to assist with examples to teach the guidelines and 

disseminate the guidelines.  Michael suggested adding this to the fall agenda.  

Action item:  Marilyn will add this discussion to the fall GSS executive board 

meeting. 

 Several interest groups will be eligible to  become sections next year.  To be a 

section, interest groups need to be established for at least 3 years.  Section 

members have to be ASA members; interest groups do not.  Sections are also 

allotted invited sessions on the JSM program depending on membership; interest 

groups are not. 

 

 

 

 

 

Other (All) 

 The board discussed meeting frequency.  Jenny suggested meeting quarterly.  

There will be another meeting this fall.  Action item:  Marilyn will schedule a 

fall meeting. 

 The board agreed that it would be good to increase collaboration with other 

sections.  GSS collaborates often with SRMS and has done some collaboration 

with BES.  BES may be a good place to increase collaboration.   

 Michael Hawes notified the board that the FCSM will be hosting a conference on 

disclosure avoidance at BLS on September 27th.  The conference is free to attend.  

Michael forwarded the call for proposals, which is closed at the time of the 

minutes being finalized. 

 The annual conference emphasizes policy and research in alternating years.  There 

is a proposal to host the conference every other year and combine policy and 

research into the same conference; FCSM would then support more specialized 

topics between the general topic conference years. 

 

GSS ASA Fellows (Marilyn Seastrom) 

 GSS has established a 3 member committee to receive and cultivate nominations.  

Members will be Wendy Martinez (3 year term), Nancy Bates (2 year term),, and 

Jill DeMatteis (Montaquila) (1 year term).  Moving forward, all terms will be 3 

years.  The committee will be soliciting nominations soon.  The committee is also 

responsible for nominating new committee members.   

 

 

Meeting adjourned ~ 8:30am 
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Section on Government Statistics 

Treasurer’s Report 
Prepared July 26, 2017 - DRAFT 

Darcy Miller, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Account balance 
 

 

 January 1, 2016 $19,210.97  

 January 1, 2017  $13,433.74  

 June 30, 2017 $14,262.55  

   

  
 

Revenue 
 

 

  
 

Membership dues (2017, through June 30) $594.00  

Interest (2017, through June 30) $234.81  

Joint Section Revenue Allocation 

(December 2016) 
$1,096.45  

   

  
 

  
 

Selected Expenses (2016) 
 

 

JSM 2016  
 

 

Business and executive meetings $4,330.02  

Roundtable lunch $110.00  

  
 

Jeanne Griffith Award (2016) $500.00  
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Data Challenge 2016  $1,500.00  

Pat Doyle Award  $42.35  

Student travel awards $1,333.33  

   

Diversity Workshop and Mentoring 

program 
$1,000.00  

Herriot Award 2016 $100.00  

Seminar on Seasonal Adjustment $475.00  

 

  
 

March 2016 executive meeting $151.93  

Phone, credit card fees through 

10/31/16 
$21.53  

 

 

 
 

 

Membership 
 

 

 
GSS only GSS/SSS 

July 26, 2017 
380 (48 

free) 
386 

November 24, 2016 402 383 

July 28, 2016 
410 (91 

free) 
376 

 December 2015 419 354 
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