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Welcome! 

Dear Participant: 

On behalf of the planning committee, it is our pleasure to welcome you to StatFest 
2022! By attending StatFest, you are taking part in an initiative that is in its 22nd year. 
Several current leaders in the fields of statistics and data sciences have attended 
StatFest as students and/or professionals. We hope that you will look back on your 
attendance at StatFest as a pivotal moment in your development. 

While we are meeting virtually for the 3rd year in a row, we continue to emphasize 
StatFest’s key objectives: sharing information, emphasizing networking and 
relationship-building, and facilitating connections to opportunities in statistics and 
data science. We are once again utilizing Gather Town as our virtual space, to allow 
for enhanced engagement while preserving the accessibility that a virtual conference 
provides. 

Please remember that StatFest is all about you – the more energy you put into your 
experience, the more you will get out of it! We encourage you to ask questions, to 
introduce yourself to others, and continue to build on the connections you make at 
StatFest moving forward into the future. We also encourage you to become involved 
in the American Statistical Association (ASA) after StatFest. Stay connected with the 
ASA’s Committee on Minorities in Statistics. StatFest should only be one of the first 
ASA events that you participate in. 

We hope that you will leave StatFest with new information, new colleagues, new 
connections, and new enthusiasm. All of these things will support you as you begin or 
continue your journey in statistics and data science. 
 

Sincerely, 
Brittney Bailey, PhD 
Therri Usher, PhD 
StatFest 2022 Co-Chairs 
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Overview 
 
StatFest 2022 is a half-day conference aimed at encouraging students from BIPOC communities to 
consider careers and graduate studies in statistics and data science. The conference is an ongoing 
initiative of the American Statistical Association’s (ASA) Committee on Minorities in Statistics. 

The first StatFest was held in 2001 at Spelman College in Atlanta, GA. This “Mini StatFest,” as it was 
then called, exposed students from Spelman and the Atlanta University Center to dynamic role 
models and information on careers in statistics. Since then, StatFest has grown into a traditionally 
one-day regional conference and has been held at several institutions around the country. This year 
is the 22th anniversary of the conference. 

STATFEST FOUNDER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nagambal Shah, Ph.D., is currently professor Emerita of the Spelman College Mathematics 
Department where she has served for more than forty years. She received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Mathematics and Masters in Statistics from India and M.S. and Ph.D. from University of Windsor in 
Ontario Canada. Several of her students have gone to graduate school and received Ph.D. in 
Statistics/Biostatistics from institutions like MIT, UNC Chapel Hill, University of Maryland, U.C. 
Berkeley, University of Birmingham Alabama, Rice University, NC State University and SUNY. In 
2001 she coordinated and hosted at Spelman College the first StatFest, a one day conference aimed 
at encouraging undergraduate Minority students to pursue careers and graduate studies in 
statistical sciences; StatFest continues to be a major activity of the ASA’s Committee on Minorities in 
Statistics. In 2005 she spearheaded the efforts to host and obtain funding for the first Infinite 
Possibilities Conference. She is an advocate for diversity in graduate education, especially for 
minorities and women and received the 2001 Martin Luther King Jr. Community service Award for 
Excellence in Education and Diversity from Emory University. In 2003 she was selected as a 
SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities) faculty by AAC&U for 
her course CHANCE which was selected as one of four featured SENCER Models. She is the 2005 
recipient of Spelman College Presidential Award for College Service, the 2006 Vulcan Materials Co. 
Teaching Excellence Award and 2014 True Blue Award. She is a Fellow of ASA. 
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Past Venues 

2021 

2020 

Virtual (Gather Town) 

Virtual (Zoom) 

2009 University of Iowa (part of Iowa 
Field of Dreams Conference) 

2019  University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston 

2008 Lamar University 

2018 Amherst College 2007 Eli Lilly & Company 

2017 Emory University 2006 University of Texas, El Paso 

2016 Howard University 2005 Florida A&M University 

2015 University of Chicago 2005 University of Hawaii, West O’ahu 

2014 North Carolina State University 2003 North Carolina State University 

2013 Rice University 2002 Meharry Medical College 

2012 San Francisco State University 2002 Hampton University 

2010 Spelman College 2001 Spelman College 
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Conduct Policy 

As an activity sponsored by the American Statistical Association (ASA), StatFest is 
committed to providing an atmosphere that encourages the free expression and 
exchange of ideas. Consistent with this commitment, it is the policy of the ASA that all 
participants in ASA activities, including StatFest, will find a welcoming and respectful 
environment free from unlawful discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. 

All aspects of StatFest are subject to the ASA’s conduct policy, including but not 
limited to event attendees, statisticians, students, guests, staff, contractors, 
exhibitors, and participants in scientific sessions, tours, and other social events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

All individuals must behave responsibly in ASA activities in 
which they participate. Threatening physical or verbal actions 
and disorderly or disruptive conduct will not be tolerated. 
Harassment, including verbal comments relating to gender, 
sexual orientation, disability, race, ethnicity, religion, age, 
national origin, gender identity or expression, veteran status or 
other protected status, or sexual images in public spaces, 
deliberate intimidation, stalking, unauthorized or inappropriate 
photography or recording, inappropriate physical contact, and 
unwelcome sexual attention, will not be tolerated. All individuals 
participating in ASA activities must comply with these standards 
of behavior. 

Violations should be reported to the organizer of the activity. In 
the ASA’s sole discretion, unacceptable behavior may result in 
removal or denial of access to meeting facilities or activities and 
other penalties, without refund of any applicable registration 
fees or costs. In addition, violations may be reported to the 
individual’s employer. Repeat offenders may be banned from 
future ASA activities. 
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StatFest Schedule: Saturday, September 17 
 
TIME (ET) LOCATION ACTIVITY 

  

11:30 AM Lobby: Expo Space Pre-Conference Networking 

12:00 PM Big Auditorium* Welcome, Opening Remarks, and Recognition of Sponsors 
 

Brittney Bailey and Therri Usher 
StatFest Co-Chairs 
 
Donna LaLonde 
ASA Director of Strategic Initiatives and Outreach 
 

12:15 PM Big Auditorium* Opportunities in Statistics & Data Science: Industry Panel 
 

Emily Butler, ProKidney 
Emily Dodwell, AT&T 
Anthony Franklin, Fanalytical / Red Hat 
Danisha Baker (Moderator), Microsoft 
 

1:00 PM  Break + Expo + Networking 

1:20 PM Big Auditorium* Keynote Address 
 

Emma K.T. Benn, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 

2:05 PM Big Auditorium* Opportunities in Statistics & Data Science: Academia, 
Government, and Non-Profits Panel 
 

Kylie Bemis, Northeastern University 
Neal Jeffries, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
Vivak Patel, University of Wisconsin - Madison 
Jeri Mulrow (Moderator), Westat 
 

2:50 PM  Break + Expo + Networking 
 

3:10 PM Big Auditorium* Preparing for Admission to Graduate School 

Justine Herrera, Columbia University 
Kelley Kidwell, University of Michigan 
 

3:40 PM Small Auditorium Students: Graduate Student Experience 

Sharon Caslin, Harvard University 
Lydia Gibson, California State University – East Bay 
Bennett McAuley, North Carolina State University 
Robert A. Tumasian III, Columbia University 
Delante Moore (Moderator), Emory University 
 

 Breakout Room 2 Professionals: Adapting to our New World: Acquiring and 
Retaining Talent in the Great Resignation 
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Adrian Coles, Bristol Myers Squibb 
 

4:45 PM Big Auditorium* Closing Remarks 
 

Brittney Bailey and Therri Usher 
StatFest Co-Chairs 
 
Adrian Coles 
ASA Committee on Minorities in Statistics Chair 
 

5:00 PM Lobby: Expo Space Post-Conference Networking 

 *Zoom may be required 
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Virtual Platform Details 
 

Our virtual platform for this year's event will be Gather Town. Firefox or Chrome browsers are 
recommended for Gather Town. It is possible to load Gather Town on mobile, but the experience 
will be very limited.  

You are welcome to explore the space ahead of the event to familiarize yourself with the features, 
try out the scavenger hunt, and make sure you can use your camera and mic, but please close your 
browser tab when you are done. If you see a "Space Capacity Limit" message when you try to access 
the link, just try again later (we can only have 25 people in there at a time until Saturday). 

Gather Town also allows for Zoom call integration. In the event that we have to utilize Zoom, we will 
let you know during StatFest. We will hop onto Zoom from within Gather Town for speakers and 
panelists, and hop back into Gather Town for more natural conversations and networking.  This 
very short video (1 minute) demonstrates how to access Zoom from within the Big Auditorium in 
our StatFest Town: simply find a seat somewhere in the Big Auditorium and then press "x" to reveal 
the link! (Again, you are welcome to test this out ahead of time.) 

A Help Guide is available at multiple spots within the StatFest Town. For additional guidance, check 
out the Getting Started guides and other demos on the Gather Town website.  

 

A Note on Chats and DMs 

Click on the message bubbles in the bottom left of your screen to access the chat feature. 
You have three options: (1) send messages to people Nearby, (2) send messages to 
Everyone in the StatFest Town, or (3) send a direct message to someone in the room 

(choose the person’s name there or click on their name in the  participant list to direct message 
them).   

The Nearby chat option will send the message to anyone within listening range. If you are sharing a 
private space with others (eg., around a table), then the nearby chat will only go to those people 
sharing the same private space together. This may come in handy when you are networking (e.g., to 
exchange contact information with everyone around the table but not everyone in the entire 
StatFest town!). 
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StatFest 2022 Exhibitors 
 
Brown University, Department of Biostatistics 
Department Website: Website 
NextGen Scholars Program in Biostatistics: Website 
 
Carnegie Mellon University, Department of Statistics & Data Science 
Department Website: Website 
 
Columbia University, Department of Biostatistics 
Department Website: Department Website 
BEST Diversity Program: Website 
 
Duke University, Master of Statistical Science Program 
Department Website: Department Website 
Master’s Program: Website 
PhD Program: Website 
How Apply & Financial Aid: Website 
For Prospective Students: Website 
Graduate Placements: Website 
Admissions Statistics: Website 
 
Emory University, Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Department Website: Department Website 
Promotional Flyer: Emory University Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Department Video: Video 
Graduate Campus Tour: Website 
PhD Admissions: Website 
MPH and MSPH Admissions: Website 
Destination Public Health: Website 
Instagram: @rollinsbios 
Facebook: EmoryBIOS 
 
Johns Hopkins University, Department of Biostatistics 
Department Website: Website 
 
JPMorgan Chase 
AI & Data Science Summer Intern: Undergraduate | Graduate  
Quantitative Analytics Summer Intern: Graduate  
Focused Analytics Solutions Team (FAST) Program: Bachelor's | Master's 
 
Lyft 
Our Lyft Story: Video 
Careers: Website 
 
Merck 
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Biostatistics and Research Decision Sciences (BARDS): Website 
Diversity & Inclusion: Website 
 
New York University, Department of Biostatistics 
Department Website: Department Website  
Twitter: @NYUGPHBiostats 
Pipelines into Quantitative Aging Research Summer Program: Flyer 
PQAR Information Session: Flyer 
Biostatistics Department Info Session: Flyer 
 
North Carolina State University, Institute for Advanced Analytics 
Program Website: Website 
YouTube Channel: Channel 
 
SAS 
Learn More About SAS: Website 
Summer Internship Recruitment: Recap 
United in STEM Diversity Internship Program: View Postings & Apply 
Career Academies: Website 
Careers: Website 
 
Stanford Quantitative Sciences Unit 
QSU @ StatFest: Website 
QSU Jobs: Senior Biostatistician | Biostatistician | Data Management Specialist | Computational 
Biology Data Scientist 
Stanford’s Biomedical Data Science Program: Website 
 
University of California, Berkeley, Department of Statistics 
Department Website: Department Website 
PhD Program: PhD Program 
Masters Program: Professional Masters' Program 
Admissions: PhD Admissions FAQ 
 
University of California, Los Angeles, Master of Financial Engineering 
Department Website: Website 
Admissions Overview: Website 
Events: Website 
Career Support: Website 
FAQ: Website 
 
University of Connecticut, Department of Statistics 
Graduate Admissions: Website 
Department of Statistics 60th Anniversary Conference: Website 
 
University of Kansas Medical Center, Department of Biostatistics & Data Science 
Department Website: Website 
DEI Information: DEI Information 
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Biostatistics: MS Biostats Flyer | PhD Biostats Flyer 
Applied Statistics, Analytics & Data Science: MS ASADS Flyer | Grad Cert Applied Stats Flyer | Grad 
Cert Applied Data Science Flyer 
Health Data Science: MS HDSC Flyer | Grad Cert HDSC Flyer 
Application Portal: Application Portal 
 
University of Michigan 
 Sign-up google form: Sign Up 

Department of Biostatistics 
Biostatistics Website | Video | DEI Commitment 

 Department of Statistics 
Statistics Website | Statistics PhD Program | Statistics Bridge Program  

 
University of Minnesota, Department of Biostatistics 
Division Website: Website 
Public Health Data Science MPH: Website 
Biostatistics MS: Website 
Biostatistics PhD: Website 
DEI Commitment: Website 
Strategic Plan for Antiracism: Website 
 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Department of Biostatistics 
UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health & UNC Biostatistics Graduate Programs: Website 
PhD and MS Biostatistics Admissions: Website 
MPH Data Science Admissions: Website 
Mentorship and Advice for Prospective Students (MAPS) Program: Website 
 
University of Pennsylvania 

Department of Biostatistics 
Department Website: Website 

 Department of Statistics 
Master’s Bridge Program to a Doctorate: Website 

 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, Graduate Programs in Biostatistics 
Department Website: Department Website 
DEI Commitment: DEI Commitment  
LA’s Biostatistics and Data Science Summer Training Program (LA’s BeST): Flyer 
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Speakers, Participants, and Key Personnel 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma K.T  Benn, PhD., is an  Associate Professor in the Center for Biostatistics and Department of 
Population Health Science and Policy at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai ( ISMMS). She 
is also the Founding Director of the Center for Scientific Diversity and Associate Dean of Faculty 
Well-being and Development at ISMMS. Dr. Benn is the co-founder of the NHBI-funded Biostatistics 
Epidemiology Summer Training (BEST) Diversity Program and a former co-Chair  of the ENAR 
Fostering Diversity in Biostatistics Workshop. She has served on the American Statistical 
Association’s Task Force on Antiracism, LGBTQ Advocacy Committee, and Investments Committee. 
Dr. Benn’s contributions have been celebrated by various organizations including Mathematically 
Gifted and Black and Graduate Women in Sciences. Dr. Benn holds the prestigious honor of being an 
American Statistical Association Fellow for her established reputation and outstanding 
contributions to the statistical sciences. She is also a member of the Committee of Presidents of 
Statistical Societies Inaugural Leadership cohort for her important role in shaping the future of 
statistics. She has also received an Outstanding Teaching Award for ISMMS for passion for 
education and her commitment to creating an inclusive and equitable learning environment.   
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OPPORTUNITIES IN STATISTICS & DATA SCIENCE: INDUSTRY PANEL 
Emily Butler, PhD., Emily Butler is the Director, Biostatistics at ProKidney, a 
cell therapy start up, and is responsible for biostatistics, data science, data 
management and programming functions. While she now works in nephrology, 
she previously supported early oncology cell therapy at a large pharmaceutical 
company. As a statistician, her true passion is around engaging with her 
colleagues to ensure they understand the importance and impact of all 
biometrics functions, all data is properly interpreted and define data driven 
development pathways. Emily graduated from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill in 2016 with a PhD in biostatistics and Carnegie Mellon University 

in 2011 with a bachelors in statistics. 
 
Emily Dodwell, M.A., is a Director - Inventive Science in the Data Science and 
AI Research organization of AT&T's Chief Data Office, where she leads a team 
that delivers high-impact data science solutions for business units across the 
company. Her interests include the development of interactive tools for 
multivariate spatiotemporal data visualization and predictive modeling of 
customer behavior. Outside of the office, Emily is Program Chair of the 2023 
Symposium on Data Science and Statistics and served as Lead Organizer of R-
Ladies New York City for three years. She received her M.A. in statistics from 

Yale University and B.A. in mathematics from Smith College. Prior to joining AT&T in 2015, Emily 
was a high school math teacher at Choate Rosemary Hall. 

 
Anthony Franklin is a fearless strategist that has deep expertise in analytics 
product delivery, customer focused sales efficiency and marketing intelligence.  
A motivating leader committed to designing diverse team cultures based on 
excellence and results.  Anthony is a former Microsoft and SAS engineer.  He 
currently works for the leading enterprise open source operating system 
software Red Hat as Head of Ecosystem Analytics Products.  A dedicated 
husband and father of 3 kids. Anthony is an avid sports fan with a passion for 
volunteering. 
 
Danisha Baker, PhD., completed her PhD under the direction of Dr. Eric 
Chicken and Dr. Debajyoti Sinha at Florida State University focusing on 
shortcomings of existing ways to model heavily skewed longitudinal response 
data and developing improved methodologies. She has spent most of her 
professional career in the areas of Health economics and outcomes research 
and Domestic/Global defense. Each with a methodological focus in Bayesian 
modeling, Wavelet theory, Longitudinal Data Analysis, and Uncertainty 
Analysis. Most recently, she joined Microsoft as a Data and Applied Scientist. 

Danisha enjoys integrating complex data analysis into data visualization software as a means to 
bring about actionable insights and better communicate findings with colleagues who rely on her 
expertise but often lack a strong statistics background 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN STATISTICS & DATA SCIENCE: ACADEMIA, 
GOVERNMENT, & NON-PROFIT PANEL 

 
Kylie Bemis, PhD., is faculty in the Khoury College of Computer Sciences at 
Northeastern University. She holds a B.S. degree in Statistics and Mathematics, a 
M.S. degree in Applied Statistics, and a Ph.D. in Statistics from Purdue 
University. In 2013, she interned at the Canary Center at Stanford for Cancer 
Early Detection, where she developed the Cardinal software package for 
statistical analysis of mass spectrometry imaging experiments. In 2015, she was 
awarded the John M. Chambers Statistical Software Award by the American 
Statistical Association for her work on Cardinal. In 2016, she joined the Olga 

Vitek lab for Statistical Methods for Studies of Biomolecular Systems at Northeastern University as a 
postdoctoral fellow. In 2019, she joined Northeastern as faculty, where she now teaches data 
science and develops curriculum for the MS in Data Science program. Her research interests include 
machine learning and large-scale statistical computing for bioinformatics. 

While at Purdue University, Kylie Bemis served as president of the Purdue chapter of the American 
Indian Science and Engineering Society (AISES) and secretary of the Native American Student 
Association (NASA). She is active in outreach to the Native American and LGBTQ communities. She 
is an enrolled member of the Zuni tribe, and she is a writer of fiction and poetry. Her short fiction 
has appeared in the anthologies Nameless Woman: An Anthology of Fiction by Trans Women of Color 
(2018), Maiden Mother Crone: Fantastical Trans Femmes (2019), and Transcendent 4: The Year’s Best 
Transgender Themed Speculative Fiction (2019). 

 
Neal Jeffries, PhD., has worked at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) since 
1999. Initially he worked within the National Institute of Neurological Disorders 
and Stroke and in 2007 moved to the Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute focusing 
primarily on cardiovascular trials and studies of sickle cell disease. Neal has 
degrees from Pomona College, Princeton University, UC Berkeley and received 
his Ph.D. in mathematical statistics from the University of Maryland. His 
research interests include clinical trial methodology, longitudinal analysis, and 
bias correction in multiple testing environments.   

Vivak Patel, PhD, is an Assistant Professor of Statistics at the University of 
Wisconsin -- Madison. He earned his undergraduate degree at Rutgers 
University, his masters at Cambridge University, and his doctorate at the 
University of Chicago. His research is on topics at the intersection of computing 
and uncertainty, which includes randomized numerical linear algebra, 
stochastic optimization, and online statistical estimation. 
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Jeri Metzger Mulrow is Vice President and Director of Statistics and Data 
Science at Westat.  She oversees a staff of nearly 80 statisticians and data 
scientists that support a large array of projects in a variety of social science 
and health subject areas.  She joined Westat over 3.5 years ago after retiring 
from federal service. During her federal career, Jeri served as the Principal 
Deputy Director at the Bureau of Justice Statistics, Department of Justice, as the 
Deputy Division Director at the National Center for Science and Engineering 
Statistics (NCSES), National Science Foundation, and as a mathematical 
statistician at the Statistics of Income Division, Internal Revenue and the 
National Institute for Standards and Technology. She is a Fellow and past Vice-

President of the American Statistical Association.  Jeri has a Bachelor’s in Mathematics from 
Montana State University and a Master’s in Statistics from Colorado State University.   

 
PREPARING FOR ADMISSION TO GRADUATE SCHOOL 
 

Justine Herrera, M.S., is the Director of Academic Programs for the Department 
of Biostatistics at Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. She has 
a Master’s degree in Higher & Postsecondary Education from Teacher’s College 
and has over 17 years of experience working in higher education.  In her current 
role, she oversees the academic progress of over 300 graduate students and 
ensures a high quality of advising for each student. Justine also manages the 
Biostatistics Epidemiology Summer Training (BEST) Diversity program, which 
introduces undergraduate students from underrepresented populations to 

biostatistics and cardiovascular and pulmonary disease research.  Through the BEST Diversity 
program she has advised nearly 200 alumni through the graduate admissions process and has 
helped several BEST alumni pursue a graduate degree at Mailman. Justine has been an avid 
supporter and participant at conferences and workshops that promote diversity in the STEM field 

 
Kelley M Kidwell, PhD., is an Associate Professor, Associate Chair of Academic 
Affairs, and Admissions Chair of Biostatistics at the University Of Michigan 
School Of Public Health. Her methodological focus is on the design and analysis 
of clinical trials, particularly, sequential, multiple assignment, randomized trials 
(SMARTs). Collaboratively, she works across a wide variety of settings, 
especially oncology, rare diseases and other chronic diseases. Dr. Kidwell is 
committed to increasing diversity, equity and inclusion in Michigan biostatistics 
and more broadly in the field. Better science requires representation from 

different perspectives and backgrounds along with increased equity and inclusion among all of 
those pursuing it. 
 
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE PANEL 
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Sharon Caslin, MPH,  is a doctoral student in the department of Biostatistics at 
Harvard University. She has an interdisciplinary lens and is thus focused on 
research combining biostatistics, feminist theory, and public health to combat 
societal inequities. 
  
 
 
 
Lydia Gibson is a second-year masters-level graduate student at California 
State University East Bay in Hayward, CA. She is a co-founder of her school’s 
American Statistical Association Student Chapter as well as co-chair of the 
Student and Young Professionals Committee of the Justice Equity Diversity and 
Inclusion Outreach Group. In these positions, Lydia is helping to build just, 
equitable, diverse, and inclusive communities that students and young 
professionals with interests in statistics related disciplines can network and 
develop their career aspirations. 
 
Bennett McAuley is the Diversity & Inclusion Program Manager at SAS 
Institute and a part-time graduate student at NC State University, working 
towards his Master of Statistics. He graduated from NC Central with a 
Bachelors’ in Computational Mathematics with a concentration in Data Science. 
Emboldened by his passion for statistics and serving underrepresented 
populations, he wished to pursue an advanced degree to apply his academic 
knowledge on the job. At SAS, he is the operational and strategic lead for the 
organization’s Employee Inclusion Group program, as well as a contributor to 

various DEI efforts across divisions. 

Robert Tumasian III completed his undergraduate studies in applied 
mathematics at SUNY Geneseo. Prior to starting graduate school, he 
participated in several collaborative health statistics projects at Emory 
University, Harvard University, and the National Institutes of Health. Now, 
Robert is a fourth-year PhD candidate in biostatistics at Columbia University, 
where his work focuses on enhancing clinical trial designs and analyses in 
order to accelerate the drug evaluation process, and he continues to contribute 
to numerous clinical science projects in the fields of aging, cardiology, 

neurology, and psychiatry. Robert is also currently completing an ORISE Fellowship with the FDA to 
explore the estimand framework and its utility. After finishing his doctoral studies, Robert very 
much hopes to join the FDA as a Mathematical Statistician to expand on his research, review clinical 
trial protocols to ensure that the safety and efficacy of experimental interventions are measured 
appropriately and efficiently, and help to mitigate long-standing disparities in clinical trial 
populations. Robert is an active member of ASA; he founded and is presiding over Columbia 
University’s ASA Student Chapter, and he is co-chairing the Student and Young Professionals 
Committee this year. Robert also engages with the Institute of Mathematical Statistics (IMS), the 
International Biometric Society (IBS) – Eastern North American Region (ENAR), and the Royal 
Statistical Society (RSS). 

Delante Moore is a third- year PhD student in biostatistics at Emory University. His work, under 
Dr. Lance Waller,  focuses on reconciling current approaches to infectious disease mapping with the 
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classical methods of modeling infectious diseases given the deficiencies 
associated with using aggregate surveillance data.  He completed his 
undergraduate studies in Electrical Engineering at the United States Military 
Academy in West Point, NY and has also earned a MS in Industrial 
Engineering/Operations Research from the University of Miami. Delante also 
has a passion for mentorship,  serving as a lead advisor for the program 
designed to increase the number of minorities awarded graduate school 
fellowships at West Point. Delante is also a Lieutenant Colonel in the United 
States Army where he designs, develops, and communicates quantitative and 

qualitative analysis using statistics, simulations, and applied mathematical models to tackle some of 
the toughest problems in the defense enterprise.  

 

ADAPTING TO OUR NEW WORLD: ACQUIRING AND RETAINING TALENT 
IN THE GREAT RECESSION 

Adrian Coles, Ph.D., is currently an Associate Director of Biostatistics at 
Bristol Myers Squibb.  In this role, he designs, implements and interprets 
data from clinical trials to help bring new pharmaceutical innovations to 
patients in need. Dr. Coles serves as the Chair of the ASA’s Committee on 
Minorities in Statistics, and he co-chairs the ASA’s Antiracism Taskforce. In 
these roles, he helps to increase the number of underrepresented minorities 
in the mathematical sciences as well as provide support and mentorship to 
several younger professionals in the field.  

He recently authored a book chapter on diversity and inclusion in talent 
acquisition—included in the published work titled “Leadership in Statistics 

and Data Science: Planning for Inclusive Excellence” edited by Amanda Golbeck. Dr. Coles holds a 
BA in Math from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and a PhD in Statistics from NC 
State University, where he was the first African American male to earn a PhD in Statistics from the 
time-honored department. Prior to attending graduate school, Dr. Coles served nearly nine years in 
the United States Marine Corps, where he received multiple awards for leadership and honorable 
service. 
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StatFest 2022 Co-Chairs 
 

Brittney Bailey, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Statistics at 
Amherst College and serves as Co-Chair for the 2021 StatFest 
Organizing Committee. She graduated with a BA in Mathematics from 
Messiah College, then completed her PhD in Biostatistics at The Ohio 
State University in 2018. Her research explores statistical methods 
for dealing with missing data and multilevel data, and her 
collaborations have focused on ways to improve mental health and 
wellbeing. As a first-generation scholar, a person who was raised in 
poverty, and a Black woman in STEM, she is dedicated to supporting 
students with similar experiences and works to create environments 
where all students can thrive. Outside of work, she enjoys 
daydreaming with her husband while browsing real estate apps, 

going on walks with friends, and spending Saturday mornings on Zoom with extended family. 
 

Therri Usher, Ph.D., is a Senior Mathematical Statistician in the 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research at the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. Dr. Usher provides statistical support to the 
regulation of drugs to treat inborn errors. She also provides statistical 
support in research areas related to the drug development of 
antivirals and contributes to guidance on statistical practices in the 
evaluation of drug safety. Dr. Usher is a Vice-Chair of the American 
Statistical Association's Committee on Minorities in Statistics and 
serves in the JEDI Outreach Group. Dr. Usher received her BS in 
Mathematical Sciences at the University of Texas at Dallas and her 
PhD in Biostatistics from Johns Hopkins University, where she 
conducted research on the impact of health disparities on the aging 

process. 
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 

Brittney Bailey 
Adrian Coles 
Portia Exum 

Justine Herrera 
Ixavier Higgins 
Kelley Kidwell 

Donna LaLonde 
Octavio Mesner 
Delante Moore 

Anarina Murillo 
Adriana Perez 

Felicia Simpson 
Michael Thomas 

Therri Usher 
Jessica Young



Portia Exum is a Software Development Engineering Manager at SAS Institute 
where she leads 3 different agile testing teams for their marketing analytics 
product, CI360.  She holds both a BA in Mathematics/Statistics and Economics, 
and an MS in Statistics. She is a co-founder of the Black Initiatives Group (BIG) 
at SAS, a member of ASA’s committee for Minorities and Statistics, and the co-
chair of the sub-committee for Promoting and Engaging Racial Inclusion for 
their Anti-Racism Task force.  She recently won the 2022 CEO Award of 
Excellence, a peer nominated award for exhibiting SAS values and 

demonstrating a commitment to excellence. Portia is passionate about working towards more 
diversity, inclusivity and equity in STEM fields and developing the next generation of statisticians 
and developers. 
 

Ixavier Higgins, PhD., is a Research Scientist at Eli Lilly & Company. He works 
in Neuroscience discovery/development, where he leverages imaging and 
genetics data to gain insights on neurodegenerative diseases. Before joining Eli 
Lilly, Zae was a doctoral student in the Department of Biostatistics and 
Bioinformatics at Emory University. His work focused on network methods for 
brain imaging data. He also holds a B.S. in Mathematical Economics and an M.A. 
in Mathematics from Wake Forest University.  Zae is passionate about exposing 
underrepresented groups to STEM disciplines early in their academic careers. 

 
Donna LaLonde, Ph.D., is the Director of Strategic Initiatives and Outreach at 
the American Statistical Association (ASA) where she works with talented 
colleagues to advance the vision and mission of the ASA. Prior to joining the ASA 
in 2015, she was a faculty member at Washburn University where she enjoyed 
teaching and learning with colleagues and students. She also served in various 
administrative positions including interim chair of the Education Department 
and Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs. At the ASA, she supports 
activities associated with presidential initiatives, accreditation, education, and 

professional development. 
 

Octavio César Mesner, PhD., is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at 
University of Michigan, Department of Statistics working at the intersection of 
network statistics and algorithmic fairness. Octavio received a joint Ph.D. from 
Carnegie Mellon University in the Department of Statistics & Data Science and 
the Department of Engineering & Public Policy. He was awarded with the 2019 
Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship. Prior to his Ph.D., Octavio worked as a 
biostatistician in HIV/STI research. Outside of research, Octavio also enjoys 
doing triathlons, and spending time with his husband, Antoine. 

 
Anarina Murillo, PhD, is an Assistant Professor of Biostatistics on the Teaching 
Scholar Track at Brown University. Professor Murillo received her PhD in 
Applied Mathematics and a Certificate in Statistics from Arizona State University. 
She completed an NIH T32 postdoctoral fellowship in the statistical genetics and 
obesity training programs in the Department of Biostatistics and NIH-funded 
Nutrition Obesity Research Center (NORC) at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.She served as Visiting Faculty in the Department of Biostatistics at 
the NYU School of Global Public Health. Prior to that she was an Assistant 

Professor (Research) with the Department of Pediatrics and a Senior Biostatistician with the Center 
for Statistical Sciences at Brown. 
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Adriana Pérez, Ph.D., is Professor at the Department of Biostatistics and Data 
Science, The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, School of 
Public Health, Austin campus. She received her Bachelor’s degree in Statistics 
from the National University of Colombia, and her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 
Biostatistics from Tulane University. Dr. Pérez has engaged in a wide range of 
research projects: theoretical model evaluation accounting for imputation 
uncertainty, fitting complex data, analysis of cluster randomized community 
trials, clinical trials and analysis of food intake involving measurement error 

and tobacco regulatory science. Dr. Pérez has expertise in conducting and disseminating research 
findings of population- and clinical-based studies of adolescents and adults, as well as developing 
new statistical methodologies. She has completed several grants satisfactorily and currently the 
National Cancer Institute has granted her an R01 entitled “Age of initiation of tobacco products 
among USA youth and young adults” with two additional supplements.  
 
Dr. Pérez has over 110 publications. Besides her interest in Biostatistics she is interested in 
promoting diversity in our field and fostering recruitment, retention and promotion of minorities in 
our field. For example, she served as the Chairman of the Faculty Council chairman at her institution 
seeking to promote and retain faculty. Also, Dr. Pérez was awarded by NIH a diversity supplement 
for assistant professor Dr. Folefac Atem with this goal. Dr. Pérez is an active member of the 
International Biometric Society and the American Statistical Association (ASA). She has held 
numerous elected positions in several professional organizations including co-chairing ENAR’s 
diversity workshop from 2009-2011, member of the ASA Committee on Minorities Statistics, 
organizer member of the StatFest since 2016, hosting StatFest in 2019, organizer of the Diversity 
mentoring program during JSM 2021, etc. 
 

Felicia R. Simpson, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Mathematics at Winston-Salem State University. Dr. Simpson received her BA 
in Mathematics from Albany State University and her Ph.D. in Biostatistics from 
Florida State University. Prior to joining Winston-Salem State University, Dr. 
Simpson worked as a Mathematical Statistician at the Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research at FDA, Division of Biometrics IV. Her research 
interests include design and analysis of clinical trials, and metrics of aging. Dr. 
Simpson’s current research focuses on measurement and statistical modeling 

to characterize latent processes that underlie and conjoin different metrics for aging. Dr. Simpson is 
an active member of the ASA and International Biometric Society. She is passionate about 
increasing the exposure of statistics and biostatistics among students in underrepresented 
populations. Dr. Simpson a member of the committee on minorities in statistics from the American 
Statistical Association and served as co-chair for the ENAR Fostering Diversity in Biostatistics 
Workshop. 
 

Michael M. Thomas is a PhD student at Georgia Tech in the Computational 
Science and Engineering program focusing on Civil and Environmental 
Engineering. Michael completed a BS in Mathematics from Kennesaw State 
University and an MS in Biostatistics from Drexel University’s Dornsife School of 
Public Health. He also works as a biostatistician for the Georgia Department of 
Public Health. Michael’s statistics work has focused on collaborating with state 
and city governments to describe public health issues ranging from the health of 
populations with disabilities to infectious disease surveillance. His primary 
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research interests include leveraging quantitative methods and multiple data sources to 
characterize public health phenomena. His current research involves estimating the impact of 
public transit adoption on disease transmission. He has also worked as a tutor and volunteered as a 
mentor for high school and undergraduate students. 
 

Jessica Young, PhD., is an Associate Professor and Biostatistician in the 
Department of Population Medicine at the Harvard Medical School and Harvard 
Pilgrim Health Care Institute. She also holds a secondary appointment in the 
Department of Epidemiology at the Harvard Chan School of Public Health. Her 
research focuses on the development and practical application of statistical 
methods that may recover causal effects of time-varying treatment strategies on 
health outcomes in the face of complex time-varying confounding and various 
forms of selection bias. She has particular expertise in survival outcomes that 

may be subject to competing risk events and dynamic time-varying treatment strategies, strategies 
under which treatment assignment at a given time may depend on time-evolving characteristics. 
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StatFest 2022 Sponsors 
 

Thank you to the sponsors of this year’s StatFest. Your support helps make 
StatFest possible! 
 
ASA StatFest Partners: 
GSK 
ASA Biopharmaceutical Section 
Two Sigma 
 
ASA Friends: 
Duke University Masters of Statistical Science Program 
North Carolina State University, Institute for Advanced Analytics 
Stanford University Quantitative Sciences Unit 
 
Contact Dr. Adrian Coles (adrian.coles@bms.com) for more information on 
sponsoring future CoMiS events via the BIPOC Fund. 
 


