January 18, 2018 2pm: MDD Officer Call Notes
Attendees: Cindy Yang, Terri Johnson, Zhihao Yao, Meijuan Li, Greg Maislin, Norberto Pantoja-Galicia, Alicia Toledano, Gene Pennello, Alvin Van Orden, Laura Yee

1. Student Paper Competition (discussion led by Meijuan)
a. Meijuan led a successful student paper competition. 7 Committee members read all 9 submissions, and scored each paper.
b. The winner was selected who received the highest score. Both the winner and second place accepted the award offer and confirmed their attendance.
c. Alicia noted that the committee should make sure the paperwork is completed in time.
d. These two speakers should be included in a JSM session. There was discussion about also inviting the third and fourth place papers to round out a session.

2. Day 0 AdvaMed (discussion led by Gene)
a. This year there will be an academic focus of day 0, led by Andrew Zhou and Larry Tang. Help has been enlisted by Danping Liu, Zheyu Wang, and Rosanne White, among others.
b. One possible topic is deep learning or machine learning.

3. JSM (discussion led by Alicia)
a. 1 invited slot (Biomarker talk)
b. 2 topic contributed sessions. A few talks were suggested including one by Lilly Yue, one from AbbVie (with 2 people from CDRH), and student paper competition winners.
c. JSM roundtables last year were successful. This year, Martin Ho is program chair elect, and will organize those.

4. Webinars (discussion led by Terri)
a. We are thinking of planning 2 webinars this year—one that is technical, and a second that is geared toward a wider audience (e.g., entry level statisticians or non-statisticians)
b. A third webinar is also of interest, since the talk last year on sample size re-estimation was never held due to scheduling difficulties.  Norberto will follow up with the speaker.
c. Regarding webinar webstreaming and audio, Rick Peterson at ASA puts everything together once we have the dates.
d. There was discussion about having a webinar on soft skills, and lessons learned by statisticians related to soft skills. This is possibly of interest because professional soft skills seminars are costly.

5. Promote fellow member campaign (discussion led by Howard)
a. There is a new blog on the MDD website, and it was suggested that MDD members use it to promote papers, talks, and other news members have. Other members could support this activity by leaving positive comments and sharing.
b. There was some discussion about whether members would use this website on top of other existing platforms—such as ASA connect, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.
c. It may be of interest to include newsletter items such as member in the spotlight here.

6. New member welcome package (discussion led by Greg)
a. Greg will draft a letter to be sent to new members in order to give them an idea about yearly activities of MDD. This letter will be sent via email to new members.

7. Mentoring program (discussion led by Cindy)
a. The possibility of speed mentoring at the AdvaMed meeting was discussed.
b. Meijuan mentioned that feedback from last year’s mentoring session was that one-on-one meetings would be preferred to several mentees to one mentor.
c. The proposed soft skills webinar of lessons learned along statisticians’ career may be of interest for mentees.
d. Further ideas can be considered. Gene sent one email about WSS mentoring, as a possibility.

8. Newsletter (discussion led by Alvin)
a. Alvin has volunteered to contribute to, compile, and edit the newsletter. 
b. There was discussion about whether newsletter content can be added to the blog to draw people to it. Then all items would not need to be ready at once.

9. Additional Action Items: 
a. Submit a 1-2 paragraph summary of initiatives you are working on by February 1st. This can be edited for the blog/newsletter.
b. Send Howard a profile picture and brief biography to be included on the MDD website by February 1st.
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