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******************* 

Message from the Section Chair  

Morgan Earp 
        

Greetings SRMS Members!  I cannot believe it is almost time for JSM 

again.  I hope all of you are healthy and well.  These have been challenging 

times all over the world.  I am sad that we will not see each other in person 

this year, but I am grateful that our meeting will continue in a virtual format.  

While it has been a challenging time for our profession, it has also been a 

time of great innovation and foresight.  Our members have been working 

overtime figuring out how to best continue providing timely and accurate 

estimates that are key to understanding the impact of this epidemic across so 

many sectors of life and business.   

While we have had to adapt this year’s meeting to a virtual setting, our conference program is 

full of interesting and informative sessions. As you all know, the theme of this year’s Joint 

Statistical Meetings is “Everyone Counts: Data for the Public Good.” This theme resonates even 
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more for me now than in January.  As a statistician and a public servant for the last 14 years, 

having worked in agriculture, labor, and now health, I believe the numbers and the estimates we 

provide are essential to making informed, unbiased decisions for the benefit of all. 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, our members and the larger survey community have 

had to shift data collection from personal visits to telephone and web, test and add new questions 

to surveys, adjust our sampling and weighting procedures, and even collaborate across 

government agencies to launch new surveys like the Household Pulse Survey to study the impact 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.  By April 23rd, the U.S. Census Bureau and the USDA Economic 

Research Service (ERS), the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the National Center for Health 

Statistics (NCHS), the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), and the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) had already come together and developed a nationally 

representative longitudinal survey to measure and assess individual experiences related to 

employment, spending, food security, housing, physical and mental health, access to healthcare, 

and education. 

This year, the SRMS will continue to provide opportunities to learn about and explore a variety 

of approaches and statistical techniques as it relates to total survey error and big data.  I would 

like to give a special thanks to Brady West, our 2020 Program Chair Elect and Jeff Gonzalez, our 

2020 Program Chair, for putting together a great program, and to James Wagner, our 2019-2020 

Education Chair, who is organizing online educational opportunities for our members this fall.     

Last, but not least, we are looking forward to welcoming our newest officers, Jean Opsomer 

(Chair-Elect), Jana Asher (Program Chair-Elect), Jessica Kohlschmidt (Treasurer), Dan Liao 

(Publications Officer), Stas Kolenikov (Council of Sections Representative), and Daniell Toth 

(Education Officer) in 2021.  While we will not get to see each other in person, we invite you to 

please join us for our virtual business meeting via Zoom on Wednesday, August 5th, at 5:00PM 

EST. 
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******************* 

Report from the Treasurer 

Darcy Steeg Morris 

 

It was a pretty typical year for SRMS finances.  Some highlights of this past year (June 2019 – 

May 2020) include: 

• Income (~$11,000): 

o membership dues (~$4,000), 

o profit share for BigSurv18 conference (~$3,500),  

o interest on our bank balance (~$1,200), and  

o profit from webinar (~$850). 

• Expenses (~$16,000): 

o JSM 2020 Student Travel Awards (~$2,500),  

o JSM 2020 Student Paper Awards (~$1,600), 

o JSM 2019 Poster Awards ($1,000), 

o JSM 2019 Business Meeting/Mixer (~$6,000), and 

o Journal of Survey Statistics and Methodology 

subscription for members (~$3,800). 

These 2019-2020 highlights are consistent with the past 10+ years, where the biggest profit 

generators have been profit shares from conferences, registration fees (e.g. from webinars), and 

membership dues.  The largest expenses have been awards (JSM travel, paper and poster 

awards), the JSM business meeting/mixer, and contributions to other organizations (e.g. funding 

of conferences of interest to section members).   

Our account balance (~$36,500 as of June 11, 2020) is where we would like it to be: between 

two to three times annual expenses (~$15k in 2019 and ~$20k in 2018).  Finances in the past 

year keep SRMS on target to maintain this appropriate account balance in the short term, but we 

need to pursue additional revenue opportunities or reduction in expenses in the long term. 

The SRMS Executive Committee is currently working to offer more webinars and continues to 

invest in conferences in an effort to maintain these important sources of income.  We are always 

looking for sponsorship and educational opportunities to benefit our members!  We also will be 

reassessing the cost structure for SRMS member access to the Journal of Survey Statistics and 

Methodology (JSSM).  This reassessment will involve understanding SRMS members’ interest in 
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receiving the journal at the reduced cost through SRMS, as well as renegotiating the contract 

with ASA and JSSM. 

SRMS is about 1,150 members strong, with member dues at $8.  Thanks for your membership in 

SRMS and for paying your dues!   

******************* 

Report from the Publications Officer  

Steven Pedlow  
 

As we approach the Virtual JSM 2020, now would be a good time to 

prepare by searching out previous JSM talks you meant to follow-up 

on. All the Proceedings for the entire history of the Survey Research 

Methods Section (1978-2018), as well as the Proceedings from the 

Social Statistics Section (from which our section separated in 1978) 

from 1958-1977; from all five International Conference on 

Establishment Surveys (ICES) meetings (1993-2016); and from the 

2012 Hard to Reach (H2R) Conference are available through our 

website. To access the proceedings page, you can simply click on 

“Proceedings” on the top of our section’s new homepage 

(https://community.amstat.org/surveyresearchmethodssection/home), or proceed directly to 

http://www.asasrms.org/Proceedings/index.html. This beautiful page is largely due to the 

excellent work of our dedicated volunteer Webmaster Pushpal Mukhopadhyay, Look for the 

2020 JSM Proceedings to appear on our website during the summer next year. Please note that 

some of these years are prior to the electronic proceedings available through ASA (2009-today); 

SRMS has scanned all earlier papers as a service to survey researchers.  

The section is on twitter with the handle @srmsasa (https://twitter.com/srmsasa). We now have 

540 followers. Look for a midweek tweet 2-3 times a month with upcoming news and events. 

Follow us, and send us your news to share with the SRMS membership and survey researchers 

everywhere.  

Besides these SRMS Newsletters in July and January, look for section news in Amstat News 

Section News articles and on Twitter. If you attend the Virtual JSM 2020 on August 1-6, 2020, 

please plan to attend our virtual SRMS Business Meeting on Wednesday, August 5 at 5:00 pm 

Eastern.  
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******************* 

JSM 2020 SRMS Student Travel Awards 

Darcy Steeg Morris 

Each year SRMS gives awards to students to cover part of the costs of attending JSM.  This year 

there were three recipients of this award.  Each applicant for this award submitted a short essay, 

a letter of recommendation from a faculty member, and college transcripts.  A panel appointed 

by the SRMS Executive Committee selected the awardees based on the submitted materials.  The 

2020 panel consisted of Steven Pedlow (SRMS Publications Officer), Julia Soulakova (SRMS 

Council of Sections Representative), Brady West (SRMS Program Chair Elect), and myself.  

 

The recipients of the JSM 2020 SRMS Student Travel Awards are: 

 

• Debangan Dey, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Department of 

Biostatistics; 

• Hao Sun, Iowa State University, Department of Statistics; and 

• Shalima Zalsha, Southern Methodist University, Department of Statistical Science. 

 

These students received $825 each, which includes $800 for JSM expenses and $25 for student 

membership in ASA (student membership in SRMS is free).  Even with a virtual JSM this year, 

SRMS was committed to providing the financial award to these deserving students.  

Congratulations to the three recipients and thanks to all students who applied!   

 

We look forward to awarding student travel funding for the 2021 JSM in Seattle, Washington 

(August 7 - August 12, 2021).  Applications for the JSM 2021 SRMS Student Travel Awards 

will be posted in October 2020 and are due in December 2020. 
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******************* 

JSM 2020 SRMS Student Paper Awards 

Darcy Steeg Morris 

The JSM Student Paper Awards are a joint effort of the Government Statistics Section (GSS), the 

Social Statistics Section (SSS), and the Survey Research Methods Section (SRMS).  Students 

submit papers and the five that are judged the best are given the opportunity to present them at a 

special contributed paper session at JSM as well as receive $1,000 each.  This year the recipients 

will be presenting in Session 595 on Thursday, August 6, 3:00 PM – 4:50 PM. 

 

The 2020 awardees are shown in bold below. The papers were judged by an awards committee 

consisting of the Program Chair-Elect of each of the three sections: William Cecere (Westat) for 

GSS, David Banks (Duke University) for SSS, and Brady West (University of Michigan) for 

SRMS. 

 

We congratulate the awardees and commend all the entrants for their high quality work.  Special 

thanks to the awards committee for making this program a success.  

 

GSS/SRMS/SSS Student Paper Award Winners — Topic Contributed Papers 

Government Statistics Section, Survey Research Methods Section, Social Statistics Section 

 
Organizer(s): William Cecere, Westat 

 

Chair(s): Jean Opsomer, Westat 

 
3:05 PM  Multifile Record Linkage and Duplicate Detection via a Structured Prior for 

Partitions – Serge Aleshin-Guendel, University of Washington; Mauricio 
Sadinle, University of Washington 

 
3:25 PM  Privacy for Spatial Point Process Data – Adam Walder, Pennsylvania State 

University 
 
3:45 PM  Transformed Fay-Herriot Model with Measurement Error in Covariates – 

Sepideh Mosaferi, Iowa State University; Rebecca C. Steorts, Duke University 
 
4:05 PM  Robust Bayesian Non-parametric Inference for Non-probability Samples: An 

Attempt to Combine Sensor-based Records with Traditional Survey Data – Ali 

Rafei, University of Michigan; Michael R Elliott, University of Michigan; Carol 
Flannagan, University of Michigan 
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4:25 PM  An Overlooked Bias-Variance Tradeoff for Average Treatment Effects in 

Multisite Randomized Trials – Daniel Schwartz, University of Chicago; 
Stephen Raudenbush, University of Chicago 

 
4:45 PM  Floor Discussion 
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******************* 

JSM 2020 Update 

Jeff Gonzalez 

 
The Virtual Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) are fast 

approaching! 

As you have probably already seen, JSM has gone virtual! So 

instead of statisticians from around the globe descending on 

Philadelphia this summer, the 2020 Joint Statistical Meetings 

will take place online from Sunday, August 2nd to Thursday, 

August 6th!  

What that means for you: JSM will be held via an online 

platform that allows for live viewing of invited and topic-

contributed sessions and participation in roundtable discussions, on-demand viewing of 

contributed and poster sessions, and many opportunities for interacting with presenters, 

socializing, and networking.  

How you can participate: JSM registration is now open with new pricing! Please visit the JSM 

website at https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2020/index.cfm for more information and to 

register, or check out the Frequently Asked Questions to learn more about the virtual format at 

https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2020/faq.cfm.  

Here is just a sampling of Survey Research Methods Section sponsored virtual activities during 

the meetings. Visit the Virtual JSM Online Program for additional details about these activities 

at: https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2020/onlineprogram/index.cfm 

 Invited Sessions 

• Monday, August 3: Technology Impact on Total Survey Error (10-11:50 AM) 

• Tuesday, August 4: Synthetic Data and Differential Privacy: Data, Privacy and the 

Public Good (1-2:50PM) 

• Wednesday, August 5: The State-of-the-Art Developments with Nonignorable 

Nonresponse (10-11:50AM) 

• Thursday, August 6: New Approaches to Model-Assisted Survey Estimation with 

Informative Weights (1-2:50PM) 

• Thursday, August 6: Current Trends in Bayesian Survey Sampling (3-4:50PM) 
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Roundtable Discussions 

• Tuesday, August 4: Confidence Intervals for Proportions in Complex Sample Surveys — 

Carolina Franco, Census Bureau (12-1PM) 

• Wednesday, August 5: Weighting Methods in Surveys — David Haziza, Université de 

Montréal (12-1PM) 

• Thursday, August 6: Bridging Data Science and Survey Methodology in Research and 

Educational Programs — Yajuan Si, University of Michigan (12-1PM) 

• Thursday, August 6: Scaling up Smartphone Data Collection: Can it Work? — 

Christopher Antoun, University of Maryland (12-1PM) 

• Thursday, August 6: Developments in Address Based Sampling — Jill DeMatteis, 

Westat (12-1PM) 

 

And don’t forget to check out the GSS/SRMS/SSS Student Paper Award Winners presenting 

their award-winning papers live on Thursday, August 6 at 3PM! Congratulations again to the 

winners. 

 

 

******************* 

BigSurv20 Update 

 

BigSurv20 is going virtual – join us every Friday in November!  

We will kick-off with a live virtual event including an exciting keynote by Prof. Albert Salah, 

continue with parallel sessions on November 13th, 20th, and 27th, and close with an exciting live 

event and a plenary session on the topic of data and privacy, featuring an expert line-up of 

speakers. Attendance is free of charge, but attendees will need to register to access the 

conference materials. Registration opens in September 2020. For more information or to learn 

more about the student paper competition or the Big Data Challenge visit 

https://www.bigsurv20.org/. 
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******************* 

2020 SRMS Fellows 

                                      
Congratulations to SRMS members Rebecca Roberts Andridge, Laura Lee Johnson, Rochelle 

Wilkie Martinez, Matthias Schonlau, and Zhengyuan Zhu for being named as 2020 ASA 

Fellows!  The full list of all 57 new Fellows is available here.  

There is now a joint WSS/SRMS Fellows Committee. Please contact Jill DeMatteis (WSS chair), 

if you wish to nominate an SRMS colleague for Fellow. 
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******************* 

Your SRMS Officers 

 

Chair: Morgan Earp 

Chair-Elect: Tony An 

Past-Chair: Kennon Copeland 

Treasurer: Darcy Steeg Morris 

Secretary: Gina Walejko 

2020 JSM Program Chair: Jeffrey Gonzalez 

2020 JSM Program Chair-Elect: Brady West 

Publications Officer: Steven Pedlow 

Education Officer: James Wagner 

Section Representatives: Julia Soulakova, Jamie Ridenhour 

Newsletter Editors: Dan Liao and Elizabeth Petraglia 

ASA Staff Liasion: Rick Peterson 

 

More information can be found at 
http://ww2.amstat.org/sections/officers.cfm?txtComm=SSRMS 
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SRMS Mission Statement 

 
SRMS has over 1,100 members, of which over 100 are based outside of 
North America. The SRMS mission is to promote the improvement of 

survey practice and the understanding of survey methods by encouraging both theoretical and 
applied research on survey-related topics, and by disseminating information on survey methods. 
PE 12 
Areas of interest for the Section include all that employ survey methodology as a focus or as a 
prime tool of investigation. Of special interest are: 

 Theoretical foundations of sampling; 
 Sample design and estimation; 
 Nonsampling errors and data collection methods; 
 Analysis and presentation of survey data; 
 Education of the public and students on the importance of scientific survey research; 
 Publication and dissemination of survey research findings; and 
 Ethics related to survey conduct and standards for survey practice. 

 
Not a member yet? Here is how you can join: 

• If you are not an ASA member, go to the membership page of the ASA and fill the 
application at www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember 
Then sign up for the SRMS section as part of your membership. 

• If you are already an ASA member, just call customer service at 1-888-231-3473 to add 
SRMS membership. 

******************* 

The SRMS has produced material and resources that are available on our website including: 
 The “What is a Survey?” series for non-specialists, free of charge  
 The SRMSNET Mailing List 
 List of other related associations 
 Survey Analysis Software (under Links and Resources) 
 Universities and Laboratories 
 …and much more. 

 
For more information, including links to specific officers, check out the SRMS website at: 
https://community.amstat.org/surveyresearchmethodssection/home or there is also a link from 
the ASA website at www.amstat.org. 


