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******************* 

Message from the Section Chair 
                           Michael Larsen 

I hope you have had a great year so far.  In this message I will thank some people 
who have served SRMS, mention a couple of things that have happened in 2016, 
and talk about the future.  
 
I’d like to thank board members and leaders of SRMS who are finishing their roles 
at the end of 2016:  Michael Elliott (Past Chair), Michael Cohen (Treasurer), Yan 
Li (Program Chair), Stas Kolenikov (Education Officer), Trent Buskirk 
(Publications Officer), Jamie Ridenhour (Newsletter Co-Editor),  and Brian Harris-
Kojetin and Mick Couper (SRMS Fellows Committee).  Thanks also to all those 
who ran for election.    
 

Now I’d like to welcome incoming officers and leaders of SRMS: Elaine Zanutto (Chair 2017), Karol 
Krotki (Chair-elect 2017), Steven Pedlow (Treasurer 2017-2018), Stas Kolenikov (Program Chair-elect 
for 2017), Rebecca Andridge (Education Officer 2017-2018), Tony An (Publication Officer), Elizabeth 
Petraglia (Newsletter Co-Editor), and Mary Gray and Jay Breidt (SRMS Fellows Committee).    
 
A number of officers and leaders are continuing in their roles: Rachel Caspar (Secretary), Tom Krenzke 
(Program Chair 2017), Howard Hogan and Julia Soulakova (COS Representatives), Dan Liao (Newsletter 
Co-Editor), Pushpal Mukophadhyay (Website Editor), and David Marker and Elizabeth Stasny (SRMS 
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Fellows Committee).  SRMS is an active and effective section for its membership thanks to all of your 
efforts. 
 
SRMS has sponsored two webinars so far in 2016.  On February 25th, Annie Pettit presented “How to 
Create Presentations that People Will Actually Remember.” Dr. Pettit generously donated her honorarium 
to the section and it was distributed to the 2016 SRMS student travel award winners. One June 9th, Paul 
Lavrakas and Margaret Roller presented “Enhancing the Value of Qualitative Research Using the Total 
Quality Framework (TQF).”  If you wish to present a webinar in the future or have a suggestion for a 
presenter, please contact the Education officer.   
 
Early in 2016 SRMS participated in the effort of the Department of Labor run through RTI International 
to update its occupational description of Survey Researchers in its O*NET OnLine database. Members of 
SRMS were invited to volunteer to participate in the survey. Other organizations such as AAPOR also 
participated. The online information is used by employers in crafting job descriptions, among other uses. 
SRMS participated when the definitions were last updated in 2009.  
 
The most significant upcoming event in 2016 is the Joint Statistical Meetings in Chicago. SRMS is 
sponsoring invited, topic, and contributed technical sessions, roundtable discussions, continuing 
education courses, and poster and speed sessions. SRMS gives student paper and travel awards, in 
addition to awards for best poster and speed session presentation. We hope you get a lot out of JSM 2016 
from SRMS. I hope to see you at the SRMS Business Meeting on Wednesday August, 3rd. There will be 
news of SRMS, award announcements, free refreshments, and plenty of collegiality. Special thanks go to 
MSG for, as in recent years, sponsoring the drinks at the business meeting. Thanks to those who have 
helped organize SRMS activities for JSM 2016, especially Yan Li (Program Chair), Tom Krenzke 
(Program Chair-elect), and Stas Kolenikov (Education officer).  Thanks also to volunteer judges for 
poster and speed sessions and to session chairs. I think the meeting in Chicago should be a real success 
for SRMS.   
 
What is a survey?  The first edition of this free document was published more than 35 years ago. Fritz 
Scheuren edited the second edition in 2004. SRMS under the leadership of Stas Kolenikov and Trent 
Buskirk is preparing an update. This is an important resource and among the most relevant as outreach 
from SRMS to the broader world. It is useful for the press, for teaching, and for general knowledge. Look 
forward to updates on this effort over the next year.  
 
An expanded use of tools has been made available from the ASA to section chairs. It is now possible to 
get lists of current, past, and new members for SRMS. I have used these lists to welcome new members to 
SRMS and to encourage lapsed members to return. In general, it is challenging to retain members in 
SRMS and in ASA. You can help in the effort by saying hello to new members at the JSM business 
meeting and at other times during the conference. Attend poster sessions and technical sessions sponsored 
by SRMS.  If you get the opportunity to provide professional advice to a student or junior researcher in 
survey statistics and methodology, take advantage of it. It can be a rewarding experience for both you and 
your mentee.  
 
SRMS dues for 2017 will increase from $5 to $8. One benefit of SRMS membership has been a free 
subscription to the Journal of Survey Statistics and Methodology (JSSAM), published first in 2013. The 
original agreement ends in 2016 and ASA has asked SRMS to help subsidize the journal subscription. 
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The $3 dues increase will be used for SRMS’s contribution to this subsidy. JSSAM then will continue to 
be provided to members for free. OK, we understand that free translates in to $3 increase but it is a small 
price for the journal. The new agreement should be in effect through 2022. Membership in SRMS and the 
subscription to JSSAM will continue to be free to ASA student members. The executive board discussed 
the dues proposal and approved it, commenting that the JSSAM journal is a great addition to the 
publication literature in our area of study and deserves support from SRMS.  
 
Hope to see you at JSM 2016 and to have you involved in SRMS activities throughout the remainder of 
2016 and beyond! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

******************* 

SRMS Website 
Pushpal Mukhopadhyay 

The SRMS is the only section in the ASA that makes the proceedings from the Joint Statistical Meetings 
(JSM) available through its website. The SRMS website, http://www.amstat.org/sections/srms, has 
proceedings from JSM and American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) annual 
conferences. Proceedings from sessions that are sponsored by the SRMS are included in the JSM 
proceedings. All papers from the AAPOR proceedings are included. Proceedings from JSM are available 
from 1978 to the current year. Before 1978, our section was part of the Social Statistics Section (SSS). In 
2015, we added the SSS proceedings from 1958 to 1977 to our website. These past proceedings are 
scanned PDFs, but the titles and author names are in text format so that they can be searched using any 
search engine.  

In addition to the proceedings, the website contains information about the section’s activities, including 
awards, webinars, and business meetings. Most recently, we added a list of ASA fellows who are SRMS 
members. We encourage you to visit our website frequently. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amstat.org/sections/srms
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******************* 

JSM 2016 SRMS Student Travel Awards 
Michael P. Cohen 

Each year SRMS makes awards to students to cover part of the costs of attending JSM.  Approximately 
six awards are made; this year there were seven.  The process is competitive.  Each student must submit a 
short essay, a letter of recommendation from a faculty member, and college transcripts.  A panel 
appointed by the SRMS Executive Committee selects the recipients based on the submitted materials.  
This year the panel consisted of Trent Buskirk, Michael Elliott, and me.  The task is difficult because each 
year there are many more excellent submissions than we can make awards. 

The recipients of the 2016 JSM Student Travel Awards are Ying Han of the University of Maryland, 
College Park; Domonique Hodge of Emory University; Dongah Kim of the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst; Katherine R. McLaughlin of UCLA; Lingxiao Wang of the Joint Program in Survey 
Methodology; Mengyang Wang of the University of Nebraska, Lincoln; and Zhonglei Wang of Iowa 
State University. These students received $836 each (the last $36 due to a generous donor).  In addition, 
SRMS will reimburse them if they take a half-day continuing education course at JSM.  We will also 
reimburse them for student membership in SRMS and ASA. 

I congratulate each recipient and thank each person who applied.  Special thanks to Trent Buskirk and 
Michael Elliott for all their help.  The 2017 JSM will be in Baltimore July 29-August 3.  Award 
applications will be due in December. 

 

 

******************* 

JSM 2016 SRMS Student Paper Awards 
Michael P. Cohen 

The JSM Student Paper Awards are a joint effort of the Government Statistics Section (GSS), the Social 
Statistics Section (SSS), and the Survey Research Methods Section (SRMS).  The students submit papers 
and the five that are judged the best have the opportunity to present them at a special contributed paper 
session at JSM as well as receive $800 each.  This year the session is Session 483, Wednesday, August 3, 
8:30 AM-10:20 AM, “GSS/SSS/SRMS Student Paper Award Presentations.” 

The 2016 awardees are Raphael Fraser, Medical College of Wisconsin; Katherine McLaughlin, UCLA; 
Xu Qin, The University of Chicago; Joshua Snoke, Pennsylvania State University; and Jessica Wengrzik, 
GESIS – Leibnitz Institute for the Social Sciences. 
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The papers were judged by an awards committee consisting of the Program Chairs-Elect of each of the 
three sections.  These are Michael Hawes for GSS, Melissa Scopilliti for SSS, and Tom Krenzke for 
SRMS. 

We congratulate the awardees and commend all the entrants for their high quality work.  We thank the 
awards committee for making this program a success. 

 

GSS/SSS/SRMS Student Paper Award Presentations — Topic Contributed Papers  

Survey Research Methods Section  

Organizer(s): Tom Krenzke, Westat  

Chair(s): Michael Hawes, U.S. Department of Education  

8:35 
AM  

General and Specific Utility Measures for Synthetic Data — Joshua Snoke, Penn State 
University ; Beata Nowok, University of Edinburgh ; Gillian Raab, University of Edinburgh ; 
Aleksandra Slavkovic, Penn State University ; Chris Dibben, University of Edinburgh  

8:55 
AM  

Analyzing Heterogeneous Causal Mediation Effects in Multi-Site Trials — Xu Qin, The 
University of Chicago ; Guanglei Hong, The University of Chicago  

9:15 
AM  

Approximate Median Regression for Complex Survey Data — Raphael Fraser, Medical 
College of Wisconsin  

9:35 
AM  

Response Propensity and Motivated Under-Reporting: Do Persons Likely to Respond Give 
Better Answers to Filter and Eligibility Questions? — Jessica Wengrzik, GESIS ; Stephanie 
Eckman, RTI International ; Ruben Bach, Institute for Employment Research  

9:55 
AM  

Modeling Preferential Recruitment for Respondent-Driven Sampling — Katherine 
McLaughlin, University of California at Los Angeles  

10:15 
AM  

Floor Discussion  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=318883
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=319028
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=319196
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=319315
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=319315
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=319958
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******************* 

JSM 2016 
Yan Li and Tom Krenzke 

The SRMS is well represented at this year’s JSM in Chicago, 
Illinois. The section has 5 invited sessions. Here are their 
titles and organizers: 

• Design and analysis issues with modern population 
telephone surveys, Bo Lu, The Ohio State University 

• Modeling, Analysis, and Inference from Surveys 
using Bayesian Methods, Maria DeYoreo, Duke 

University 

• Recent Developments in Survey Sampling - Session in Honor of Graham Kalton's 80th Birthday, 
Keith F. Rust, Westat/Joint Program in Survey Methodology 

• Resampling Methods in Mixed Effects Models with Applications in Small Area Estimation and 
Other Related Fields, Jiming Jiang, University of California at Davis 

• Statistical inference with clustered data in survey sampling, Jae-kwang Kim, Iowa State 
University 

SRMS is cosponsoring several invited sessions that could be of interest to many SRMS members. Check 
the final program in case additional sessions are added to the co-sponsorship list:  

• Government Statistics Section  

o Survey Costs and Survey Designs: Trade-Offs and Advances, Stanislav Kolenikov, Abt 
SRBI 

o Advances in Statistical Methods for Dissemination and Analysis of Official Statistics, 
Scott H. Holan, University of Missouri 

• Social Statistics Section 

o Social Networks as the Unit of Observation, Tracy Sweet, University of Maryland 

Thanks to all the organizers who organized invited session proposals.  

http://www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/index.html
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In addition, the section has 12 topic-contributed, 13 contributed paper sessions, 1 traditional poster 
session with 9 posters, and 1 speed session with 19 poster/oral presentations. There are 3 roundtable 
discussions to be offered:  

• Alternative Goals for Adaptive Design, led by Peter Miller. 

•  Machine Learning Applications for Survey Design, Collection, and Adjustment: Going Beyond 
the Trees to See Clusters, Forests, and Neighbors, led by Trent Buskirk.  

• Field Observation of Survey Data Collection: Experiences and Lessons Learned, led by John 
Eltinge.  

We congratulate the following students and co-authors for winning the joint SRMS/GSS/SSS student 
paper award competition, which will be presented on Wednesday at 8:30am. The winning student is the 
first author for each award-winning paper listed in Michael Cohen’s article earlier in this newsletter.   

As program chair and program chair elect, we would like to thank everyone who contributed to a great 
JSM 2016 program for the section. We especially want to thank SRMS past program chair Danial Toth 
and past chair Michael Elliot for much valuable advice. Thanks also go to individuals who organized 
invited and topic-contributed sessions, individuals who contributed abstracts for papers and posters, and 
everyone who contributed ideas and proposals for roundtables. Thanks also to everyone who will chair or 
who volunteered to chair a session. Giving your time at the conference to support the section is truly 
appreciated. Last but not least, thanks to the judges for volunteering to review the posters at the traditional 
poster session and speed session. 

Dr. Stanislav Kolenikov is incoming program chair-elect for SRMS. We encourage you to support him in 
getting ready for JSM 2017. Speaking of 2017, it is not too early to get your invited session proposals 
ready! We look forward to the next SRMS program and to seeing you in Chicago, IL (2016) and in 
Baltimore, MD (2017)! 
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******************* 

Updates from the Education Officer 
                                                                  Stas Kolenikov 

In the past six months, the section had two webinars. 

On February 26, Annie Pettit (Peanut Labs) presented webinar titled "How to 
create presentations that people will actually remember". 

Annie Pettit, Ph.D., is Chief Research Officer at Peanut Labs, an online market 
research company. She shared her perspectives on the topic based on her 
experience doing very visual work as a marketing researcher. She talked about how 
to make sure the audience follows your train of thought, how to detect and avoid 

negative reactions to your presentation, how to set up slides so that audiences can quickly and easily 
identify the most important information; and how to tailor presentations for different audiences. Annie 
kindly donated her honorarium towards the student travel awards, and the Section would like to use this 
opportunity to thank her for her generous contribution and her commitment to support our young 
professionals! 

On June 9, Margaret R. Roller (Roller Research) and Paul J. Lavrakas (Independent Consultant) presented 
a webinar titled "Enhancing the Value of Qualitative Research Using the Total Quality Framework 
(TQF)". 

Margaret and Paul developed TQF as a projection of the total survey error (TSE) framework for 
qualitative research. The TQF is the focus of their new book, Applied Qualitative Research Design: A 
Total Quality Framework Approach (Roller & Lavrakas, 2015; Guilford Press). 

The TQF provides researchers with a systematic yet highly flexible way to (a) give explicit attention to 
quality issues in qualitative research, (b) critically examine the possible sources of bias and inconsistency 
in qualitative methods, (c) incorporate features into research designs that try to mitigate these effects, (d) 
acknowledge and take their implications into consideration during analysis, and (e) thereby maximize 
quality research outcomes. 

SRMS will offer two short courses at the JSM 2016 in Chicago. 

The course "Advanced Topics in Survey Sampling" by Jae-Kwang Kim and Wayne Fuller (both of Iowa 
State University) will be taught on Saturday, July 30, from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. It is a condensed version 
of the graduate course taught at their school. The course will cover such advanced topics as use of 
auxiliary information in design and estimation, replicate variance estimation, and use of models in 
conjunction with sampling. These topics are not covered in the standard introductory courses, yet they 
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represent the everyday reality of a survey statistician's practical work. As such, it will be a helpful course 
for statisticians who design complex survey samples and work with complex survey data. 

The course "Indirect Sampling and Hard-to-Reach Populations" by Pierre Lavallee (Statistics Canada) 
will be taught on Monday, August 1, from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. It is a unique course offering exposition 
of the weight share methods, related techniques of sampling from multiple frames, and generalizations of 
the weight share methods in relation to network sampling. With the complexity of survey data collection 
increasing over time, a lot of surveys utilize versions of multiple frame sampling in practice, and 
improving the methodology of such samples is an important practical matter. This is a unique educational 
opportunity; a course like this has not been offered for a very long time, and it may or may not be offered 
again. 

Please keep these offerings in mind as you are putting together your personal JSM program. 

Proposals for the JSM 2017 short courses are due September 30. Please email me at skolenik + gmail + 
com with expression of interest, be that an interest in a survey statistics topic that you would like to learn 
more about -- I will look into identifying experts on the topic and asking them to offer a course -- or an 
interest in teaching a short course for the section. 

In 2017, Rebecca Andridge (Ohio State University) will take over as the SRMS Education Officer. My 
congratulations to Rebecca, and welcome to the post! 
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******************* 

2016 SRMS Fellows 
                                        David Marker, Chair of SRMS Fellows Committee 

Each year the ASA honors a small number of its members (less than 1/3 of 1%) as Fellows of the ASA.  
The SRMS has a Fellows Committee that helps with the nominations of our members, trying to increase 
recognition for our co-workers.  We are very pleased to announce that at the 2016 JSM nine SRMS 
members will be honored as Fellows. I encourage everyone who is attending the meetings to come to the 
Tuesday night celebration at which they will be honored. If you have any questions about the nomination 
process for 2017 feel free to contact me or any member of our Fellows committee.  This year’s honorees 
are: 

 Paul Beatty, Census Bureau 

 Jonaki Bose, SAMHSA 

 Madhumita Ghosh-Dastidar, RAND 

 Rachel Harter, RTI International 

 Ruth Ann Killion, Census Bureau 

 Qi Long, Emory University 

 Renee Miller, Energy Information Administration 

 Van Parsons, NCHS 

 Michael Sinclair, Mathematica Policy Research 

Thanks to members of the SRMS Fellows committee this year: Mick Couper, Elizabeth Stasny, and Brian 
Harris-Kojetin.  

 
The SRMS Fellows committee is charged to  

• Encourage SRMS members to nominate members from our section for fellow status; 
• Identify members of the Section who would be suitable nominees for the honor of Fellow of the 

American Statistical Association, as described in the By-Laws of the Association;  
• Recruit nominators for suitable nominees as needed;  
• Assist SRMS members in the preparation and submission of nominations to the ASA fellows 

committee; and 
• Reporting to the membership.  

 
Mick Couper and Brian Harris-Kojetin are stepping down at the end of this year after many years of 
service on this committee.  Mary Gray and F. Jay Breidt are joining the committee for 2017.  
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******************* 

Your SRMS Officers 

 
Chair: Michael Larsen  

Chair-Elect: Elaine Zanutto  

Past-Chair: Michael Elliott 

Treasurer: Michael P. Cohen 

Secretary: Rachel A. Caspar 

2016 JSM Program Chair: Yan Li 

2016 JSM Program Chair-Elect: Tom Krenzke 

Publications Officer: Trent Buskirk 

Education Officer: Stas Kolenikov 

Section Representatives: Howard Hogan, Julia Soulakova 

ASA Staff Liasion: Rick Peterson 

 

More information can be found at 
http://www.amstat.org/sections/officers.cfm?txtComm=SSRMS. 

 

Newsletter Editors: Jamie Ridenhour and Dan Liao

http://www.amstat.org/sections/officers.cfm?txtComm=SSRMS
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SRMS Mission Statement 

 
SRMS has 1500 members, of which over 100 are based outside of North 
America, and is one of the largest ASA Sections. The SRMS mission is 

to promote the improvement of survey practice and the understanding of survey methods by 
encouraging both theoretical and applied research on survey-related topics, and by disseminating 
information on survey methods. 
PE 12 
Areas of interest for the Section include all that employ survey methodology as a focus or as a 
prime tool of investigation. Of special interest are: 
 Theoretical foundations of sampling; 
 Sample design and estimation; 
 Nonsampling errors and data collection methods; 
 Analysis and presentation of survey data; 
 Education of the public and students on the importance of scientific survey research; 
 Publication and dissemination of survey research findings; and 
 Ethics related to survey conduct and standards for survey practice. 

 
Not a member yet? Here is how you can join: 

• If you are not an ASA member, go to the membership page of the ASA and fill the 
application at www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember 
Then sign up for the SRMS section as part of your membership. 

• If you are already an ASA member, just call customer service at 1-888-231-3473 to add 
SRMS membership. 

******************* 

The SRMS has produced material and resources that are available on our website including: 
 The “What is a Survey?” series for non-specialists, free of charge  
 The SRMSNET Mailing List 
 List of other related associations 
 Survey Analysis Software (under Links and Resources) 
 Universities and Laboratories 
 …and much more. 

 
For more information, including links to specific officers, check out the SRMS website at: 
www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/index.html or there is also a link from the ASA website at 
www.amstat.org. 

http://www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember
http://www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/index.html
http://www.amstat.org/

