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Report from the Section Chair 
Mary Mulry 

 

2008 is shaping up to be an interesting year for SRMS.  The SRMS Executive Committee has 

been meeting regularly by conference call to conduct the section’s business.   Our focus 

has been on growing survey research methods as a profession and melding our goals with 

the new ASA Strategic Goals.   

 

The SRMS program at JSM offers many opportunities for members to learn, exchange 

ideas, and network.  David Marker, Program Chair, has done a terrific job in arranging the 

invited sessions as well as the topic contributed and contributed sessions.  Elaine Zanutto, 

Program Chair-Elect, has organized very interesting roundtable discussions; some are over 

lunch and some over breakfast.  Leyla Mohadjer, Education Officer, has arranged for Stephen Thompson to 

teach “Sampling in Networks” as a short course in the Continuing Education Program. 

 

SRMS offered a special award this year in addition to the student awards that it has been giving for several 

years.  This exciting new award is for the best SRMS poster presentation. The winner of the award will be 

announced at the annual SRMS Mixer/Business Meeting, which is on Wednesday of JSM 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in 

Room CC-103 of the Colorado Convention Center.  The winners of the student paper and travel awards also 

will be announced at the Mixer/Business Meeting.  Special thanks to Breda Munoz, Treasurer, for overseeing the 

selection of the student award winners.  

 

I want to emphasize the Mixer part because it is great opportunity to mingle, re-connect with old friends, and 

make new acquaintances.  We all thank Marketing Systems Group for sponsoring the SRMS Mixer/Business 

Meeting again this year.  Dale Culp and the staff at MSG have been loyal friends and supporters of SRMS over 

the years. 

 

In addition to JSM, this year SRMS is sponsoring a workshop and a conference on the use of Bayesian statistics in 

analyzing survey data.  The workshop was “The Bayesian Methods That Frequentists Should Know” held at the 
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University of Maryland April 30 – May 1, 2008.  The upcoming conference is “Sample Surveys and Bayesian 

Statistics" to be held August 26-29, 2008 at the University of Southampton, Southampton, U.K. 

 

SRMS also sponsored travel grants for students to attend the 2nd International Total Survey Error Workshop (ITSEW) 

held Research Triangle Park, NC from June 1-4, 2008.  The first workshop was held in March 2005 in Washington, 

DC where the idea of holding annual workshops on total survey error was born.  These workshops are unique in 

that almost all the papers that are presented deal with multiple sources of error in surveys; for example, 

measurement errors and nonresponse errors, frame errors and sampling errors, editing errors and 

comprehension errors, etc. In fact, the motivation for creating an annual series of workshops on total survey 

error is to encourage more research on how to handle multiple sources of error simultaneously in the design 

and analysis of survey data and in the measurement and reduction of nonsampling errors. For information 

about the future ITSEW, contact Paul Biemer or Lars Lyberg. 

 

SRMS was a sponsor of the International Conference on Survey Methods in Multinational, Multi-regional, and 

Multicultural Contexts (3MC) held in Berlin, Germany June 25-28.  Eric Rancourt, Publications Officer, arranged 

for the conference materials to have a flyer about SRMS activities, including information on how to join.   

 

The SRMS Executive Committee will meet in-person at JSM.  Our Secretary, Jonaki Bose, is instrumental in the 

preparations for the meeting.  The Committee continues to explore ways to address the list of issues in the 

article by Bill Kalsbeek, Past Chair, in the July 2007 issue of the SRMS Newsletter.  Currently the focus is the future 

of the workforce in survey research methods led by Bill Kalsbeek, and on researching how to stimulate 

publication of refereed articles on survey research methods in high-visibility journals led by Rod Little, Chair-

Elect.  If you have any ideas on these topics or others on the list, please talk with a member of the Executive 

Committee about them. 

 

Although 2009 JSM sounds like it is a long time in the future, the planning is already underway.  Elaine Zanutto is 

organizing invited sessions and Leyla Mohadjer is preparing proposals for Continuing Education courses.  Mike 

Larsen and Nora Cate Shaeffer in their roles as SRMS Representatives to the Council of Sections meetings will 

inform us of issues that the planning needs to consider.  

 

This is the first issue of the SRMS Newsletter that is published only online.  Editors Laura Flicker and Emily 

McFarlane initiated publishing online to save money and be more environmentally friendly.  This approach 

streamlines production, and enables members to receive the Newsletter faster. Tony An in his roles as Assistant 

Editor, Amstat Online and SRMS Webmaster posts the Newsletter on the SRMS website as soon as it is available. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the 2008 JSM! 

 

 
 

Report from the Publications Officer 
Eric Rancourt 

 

Since the last newsletter, a number of changes/activities took place. First, you have noticed that the newsletter 

is now in electronic format. We are modernizing our process and at the same time saving paper and printing 

costs. I would like to thank Emily McFarlane and Laura Flicker for their work and ideas in producing the 

newsletter. The Survey Research Methods Section has produced a flyer to promote our section. Copies were 

distributed to participants of the International Conference on Survey Methods in Multinational, Multiregional, 

and Multicultural Contexts (3m) in Berlin in June 2008. An article was prepared by David Marker and Leyla 

Mohadjer for Amstat News. Please do have a look as it presents the list of SRMS-sponsored sessions, roundtables, 

panels and courses that they have prepared for the Joint Statistical meeting – which have been reproduced in 

the section on JSM below. 



 

 

3 

PAGE 3 SRMS NEWSLETTER 
 

I also want to thank Tony An for his continuing support in maintaining the section's internet site. Consult it for a 

variety of information including latest news and sponsored conferences among others to know more. Finally, I 

invite all members to submit articles, topics and ideas for constantly improving our publication activities. 

 

 

SRMS Task Force on Publications 
Rod Little 

 

In my welcome statement as Chair-Elect in the last SRMS newsletter, I mentioned my interest in 

stimulating more refereed research on survey methods in high-visibility journals. I noted that a lot 

of good research on survey methods is happening, but too much of it (in my view) ends up in 

unrefereed proceedings papers or specialized journals that are not read much outside our field.  

 

One reason may be that our field consists largely of practitioners, who are more focused on 

working on important applied projects than polishing methods articles. Practical relevance is 

one of the features that makes survey methods great, of course; but publication in top journals seems to me 

important to advance survey methods, and attract new statistics students into the field. Also refereeing of 

articles is important to improve papers and ensure quality.  

 

Mary Mulry, our current president, is also very interested in this topic, and we agreed to form a SRMS Task Force 

to study the issue, and make recommendations as needed. So far Mary Mulry, Nathaniel Schenker, Fritz 

Scheuren, Roger Tourangeau and Elaine Zanutto have kindly agreed to join me on this effort, and I am waiting 

to hear from a couple of other folks. Issues raised include the following: 

1. Is there a need for more refereed survey research, or is the current system, where much of the research 

appears in proceedings or other unrefereed outlets, meeting the needs of the survey research methods 

community? 

2. Should we encourage members of the survey research community to submit more survey methods research 

to refereed journals? If so, how is this best accomplished?  

3. How can we promote the idea with employers in government and industry that refereed survey methods 

research should be rewarded with career development and promotions? 

4. Are the current outlets for survey research methods meeting our needs? If not, should the section work to 

develop new outlets, via ASA or elsewhere? If so, what are the next steps? 

5. Should more survey methods be published in JASA? If not, how can this be addressed? 

6. Should the section provide mentoring on how to develop refereed publications, such as workshops? 

 

I hope we can make some progress on this issue in the coming months. I certainly welcome your thoughts on 

this topic, so feel free to email me at rlittle@umich.edu.  

 

 

 



 

 

4 

PAGE 4 SRMS NEWSLETTER 
JSM 2008  

SRMS Sessions and Events 

The SRMS is present in many forums at JSM and supports multiple activities: 

• It is one of the sponsors of the International Conference on Survey Methods in Multinational, 

Multiregional, and Multicultural contexts (3MC). 

• Several roundtables and panel discussions at the Joint Statistical Meeting (JSM 2008) in Denver and a 

Late-Breaking session. 

# 164: Late-Breaking session, The Accuracy of Election Polls, Monday 08/04, 2:00 PM 

# 75: Roundtable on Surveying Cell Phone Numbers in the United States, Monday 08/04, 7:00 AM 

# 162: Roundtable on Election Statistics Results, Monday 08/04, 12:30 PM 

# 205:  Roundtable on Preventing Falsified Survey Data, Tuesday 08/05, 7:00 AM 

# 289:  Roundtable on Methods and Issues in Trimming Extreme Weights in Sample Surveys, Tuesday 

08/05, 12:30 PM 

# 416:  Roundtable on Characterization, Evaluation, and Management of Systemic Risk in Surveys, 

Wednesday 08/06, 12:30 PM 

# 11:  Panel on Survey Respondent Incentives: Research and Practice, Sunday 08/03, 2:00 PM 

# 299:  Panel on The Measure of Mollie Orshansky, Tuesday 08/04, 2:00 PM 

# 343:  Panel on Best Practices in Collecting Survey Data on Sexual Orientation, Wednesday 08/05, 8:30 

AM 

• Also sponsoring several conferences each year and sessions at the Meetings of the International 

Statistical Institute (ISI). 

• See below for information SRMS Shortcourse: Sampling in Networks, which will be held on Sunday, 

August 3, 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

The SRMS has produced material and resources that are available on the WEB site including 

• The series "What is a survey" for non-specialists, free of charge 

• Mailing list 

• List of other related associations 

• Survey Analysis Software 

• Universities and Laboratories 

 

For more information, including links to specific officers, check out the SRMS Web site at 

SRMS: www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/index.html 

 

Also as a link from the ASA web site at ASA: www.amstat.org 

 

 

 

We wish to thank Marketing Systems Group for their sponsorship of the JSM business meeting 
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SRMS Continuing Education Short Course 

Sampling in Networks 
Steven K. Thompson, Simon Fraser University 

Sunday, August 3, 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
 

SRMS is pleased to co-sponsor this short course. Registration for JSM opened on May 1 and ends on July 17th. 

There is a significant cost savings if you register for the short courses on or before July 17th. 

 

Network models are increasingly used to describe populations, including socially networked human 

populations, computer and communication networks, and gene regulatory networks. A network has nodes 

(e.g., people) and links (e.g., relationships between people). The nodes may have characteristics of interest, 

and the relationships may be of different types and strengths. However, network data generally represent a 

sample from the wider population network of interest. This short course will cover methods for obtaining samples 

from networks and using the sample data to make inferences about characteristics of the population network. 

In many cases the only practical way to obtain a large enough sample from the population is to follow links 

from sample individuals to add more participants to the sample. For example, in studies of the risk behaviors in 

people at risk for HIV/AIDS, the population is hidden, so standard sampling designs cannot be applied. Instead, 

researchers follow social referrals from individuals in the sample to find more members of the hidden 

population. Similarly, in studies of the World Wide Web, links or connections from sites in the sample are followed 

to add more sites to the sample. Network methods also turn out to be useful for spatial sampling in 

environmental and ecological sciences where the populations tend to be highly clustered or rare. Link-tracing 

sampling designs will be described, together with design-based and Bayes methods for estimating population 

characteristics based on such samples. Computational methods and available software will be described. 

 

Course participants will learn basic ideas and modern methods of network sampling and inference. 

Introduction to available software and computational methods will facilitate course participants in 

implementing network sampling and inference methods in their own work. 

 

For more information about this course contact Leyla Mohadjer at leylamohadjer@westat.com or refer to 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2008/index.cfm?fuseaction=program. 

 

Anyone who has suggestions for short course topics or is interested in finding out more about how to submit a 

proposal to teach a short course at a future JSM conference should contact Leyla Mohadjer at 

leylamohadjer@westat.com. 

 

 

SRMS Election Results 
 

For Chair-Elect ................................................................................................................Howard Hogan, U.S. Census Bureau 

For Program Chair-Elect..............................................Michael R. Elliott, University of Michigan School of Public Health 

For Publications Officer...................................................................................... Jean Opsomer, Colorado State University 

For Treasurer ........................................................................................................................Dawn Haines, U.S. Census Bureau 

For Council of Sections Representative............................................................................................... Rachel Harter, NORC 

For Education Officer .............................................................................................Michael D. Larsen, Iowa State University 
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SRMS Awards 

SRMS Student Paper Travel Award Winners 

We would like to congratulate the eight student paper travel award winners for 2008. SRMS awards $400 in 

travel reimbursement for each awardee, and covers expenses to attend a continuing education course at the 

conference. The winners for this year are: 

 

   
 

 

    Cherie Alf        Matt Jans    Xiaob Huang    Minhui Park       Olena Kaminska 

      
Stephanie Eckman   Vicky Landsman Rebecca Andridge 

 

 

2008 Waksberg Award Winner 

The journal Survey Methodology is continuing the annual invited paper series in honor of Joseph Waksberg to 

recognize his contributions to survey methodology. Each year a prominent survey statistician is chosen to write 

a paper that reviews the development and current state of an important topic in the field of survey 

methodology. The paper reflects the mixture of theory and practice that characterized Waksberg’s work. 

Previous winners have been Gad Nathan (2001), Wayne Fuller (2002), Tim Holt (2003), Norman Bradburn (2004), 

J.N.K. Rao (2005), Alastair Scott (2006), Carl-Erik Särndal (2007), and Mary Thompson (2008).  

 

The winner of the 2009 Waksberg Award is Graham Kalton of Westat, Inc. Dr. Kalton will give the 2009 Waksberg 

Invited Address at the Statistics Canada Symposium to be held in the autumn of 2009.  

 

The author of the 2009 Waksberg paper will be selected by a four-person committee appointed by Survey 

Methodology and the American Statistical Association.  Nominations of individuals to be considered as authors 

or suggestions for topics should be sent before February 28, 2009 to the chair of the committee, Leyla 

Mohadjer, by email to leylamohadjer@westat.com or by fax to 301-294-2034. 

 

New ASA Fellows from SRMS 

 

We would also like to congratulate the new ASA fellows from SRMS: 
• Chester E. Bowie • Jill M. Montaquila • Steven G. Heeringa 

• Nilanjan Chatterjee • Eleanor Singer • Alvan O. Zarate 

• Brian A. Harris-Kojetin • Don L. Stevens, Jr • Karol P. Krotki 
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Review of Bayesian Methods Workshop  
College Park, Maryland, April 30-May 1, 2008 

Partha Lahiri and Eric V. Slud 
 

The Statistics Consortium at the University of Maryland, College Park, hosted its first two-day workshop on 

Bayesian Methods that Frequentists Should Know from April 30 to May 1, 2008.  The event was co-sponsored by 

the Institute of Mathematical Statistics (IMS), Office of Research and Methodology, National Center for Health 

Statistics, Survey Research Methods Section (SRMS) of the American Statistical Association, and Washington 

Statistical Society. The workshop was intended to bring out the potential attractive features of Bayesian 

statistics in solving real life problems, including complex problems in sample surveys and official statistics.   

 

There were in all six invited sessions featuring the following invited speakers and discussants: James O. Berger, 

Sudip Bose, Snigdhansu Chatterjee, Stephen E. Fienberg, Malay Ghosh, Abram Kagan, Roderick J.A. Little, 

Thomas A. Louis, Carl N. Morris, J.N.K. Rao, Nathanial Schenker, Eric V. Slud, Alan M. Zaslavsky. 

 

 

Standing (from the left): Snigdhansu Chatterjee, Partha Lahiri, Malay Ghosh, Jim Berger, Eric Slud, Carl Morris; 

Sitting (from the left): Rod Little, J.N.K. Rao 

 

The average attendance in the sessions was about 100.  A special attraction of this workshop was a poster 

session held the evening of April 30.  Ten posters were displayed in an informal setting.  Refreshments and drinks 

were served during the session.  There were no parallel sessions in the entire meeting so that participants would 

be able to attend all sessions, including the poster session. The invited sessions and the poster session together 

covered a wide range of topics including Bayesian methods in public policy, missing data problems, objective 

prior selection, small area estimation, sample surveys, relationship between parametric bootstrap and Bayesian 

methods, and accurate approximation to posterior densities.  The workshop slides can be found in the 

workshop website http://www.jpsm.umd.edu/stat/workshop.  
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The role of the UMD Statistics Consortium is to identify and implement mechanisms that take advantage of the 

expertise and strength in Statistics across the campus to create a higher level of visibility and cooperative effort 

for the statistics discipline.  In the past, the Statistics consortium organized Statistics Days on campus.  This year, 

Statistics Day was replaced by the Workshop and a session of Statistics Consortium Distinguished Lectures by 

Professors James O. Berger and J.N.K. Rao, which was attended by over 150 people.  The speakers in previous 

Statistics Days were noted statisticians Professors Bradley Efron and C.R. Rao, and Professor Robert F. Engle III, 

winner of the 2003 Nobel Prize in Economics.  

 

 

Announcements 
 

Statistics Canada’s 24th International Methodology Symposium 

October 28-31, 2008 

Gatineau, Quebec, Canada 

 

Statistics Canada's 24th International Methodology Symposium, "Data Collection: Challenges, Achievements 

and New Directions" will take place October 28 to October 31, 2008 at the Palais des Congrès in Gatineau, 

Quebec, five minutes from downtown Ottawa. This symposium will focus on issues related to challenges, 

achievements and new directions in data collection including planning, cost, implementation and efficiency. 

The first day will consist of workshops, while the following days will consist of both plenary and multiple streams 

of parallel sessions on a variety of topics. Additional research and results will be presented via poster sessions. 

Topics to be covered include questionnaire design and testing, use of paradata, new data collection tools, 

respondent burden, use of administrative data, census data collection, data collection from businesses, 

collection of children’s data, quality indicators and many other topics. For more information, please e-mail the 

organizers at symposium2008@statcan.ca or visit the symposium web site at 

http://www.statcan.ca/english/conferences/symposium2008/index-en.htm. 

 

Public Opinion Quarterly 

Call for Papers 

 

Public Opinion Quarterly seeks submissions for a special issue of the journal devoted to an examination of the 

2008 election. The issue is scheduled to be published in December 2009. 

  

We invite contributions on all topics related to the 2008 election, and we especially welcome submissions that 

are both substantive and methodological in nature. Potential topics might include (but are not limited to): the 

performance of pre-election polls, the impact of new technologies on election polling, social desirability effects 

in polling about race and gender, measurement issues in evaluating policy attitudes, the estimation of 

campaign effects, and the implications of early voting for election polling.  

  

The deadline for manuscript submissions is May 15, 2009. To submit a manuscript, please follow the manuscript 

preparation instructions provided at the journal's website (http://poq.oxfordjournals.org/). Blinded and 

unblinded electronic copies of the paper should be submitted online at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/poq, 

and it should be clearly stated in a cover letter that the manuscript is for consideration in the 2008 election 

special issue. Submissions will be peer-reviewed in accord with normal journal practice. 

  

For queries about this special issue, please feel free to contact the special issue guest editor, Sunshine Hillygus at 

hillygus@fas.harvard.edu. 
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SRMS Mission Statement  
 

SRMS has 1500 members, of which over 100 are based outside of North America and is one 

of the largest ASA Sections. The SRMS mission is to promote the improvement of survey 

practice and the understanding of survey methods by encouraging both theoretical and 

applied research on survey-related topics and by disseminating information on survey 

methods. 

 

Areas of interest for the Section include all that employ survey methodology as a focus or as a prime tool of 

investigation. Of special interest are: 

� Theoretical foundations of sampling; 

� Sample design and estimation; 

� Nonsampling errors and data collection methods; 

� Analysis and presentation of survey data; 

� Education of the public and students on the importance of scientific survey research; 

� Publication and dissemination of survey research findings; and 

� Ethics related to survey conduct and standards for survey practice. 

Not a member yet? Here is how you can join: 

• If you are an ASA member, just fill out the form www.amstat.org/membership/chapsection.pdf 

• If you are not an ASA member, go to the membership page of the ASA and fill the application at: 

www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember 

Then fill out the Sections membership form www.amstat.org/membership/chapsection.pdf 

• Or call customer service at 1-888-231-3473 

 
 

 

 


