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• Measures of Uncertainty in Seasonal Adjustment 
(Stuart Scott, Wednesday 8:30) 

• Accounting for Constraints in Optimization of Survey 
Procedures (John Eltinge, Wednesday 10:30) 

• New Strategies for Telephone Samples (Charlotte 
Steeh, Thursday 10:30) 

On Sunday at 4:00, SRMS is sponsoring an invited poster 
by Dawei Xie, “Estimation of Prevalence of Overweight 
in Small Areas—A Robust Extension of Fay-Herriot 
Model.”  Also, it is likely that SRMS will sponsor one of 
the late-breaking sessions being organized now. 

SRMS is one of several co-sponsors of an Introductory 
Overview Lecture on Data Confidentiality organized by 
Jerome Reiter.  The lecture session, featuring Laura 
Zayatz and Stephen Feinberg, is scheduled for Tuesday at 
8:30.  Thanks to the leadership of our former Education 
Officer, David Chapman, SRMS is also sponsoring two 
continuing education courses: Adaptive Sampling by 
Steven Thompson and Multiple Uses of Multiple 
Imputation by Donald Rubin and Trivellore Raghunathan. 

Topic Contributed Panels and Paper Sessions are 
contributed papers organized around a particular theme. 
SRMS is the primary sponsor of twelve topic contributed 
sessions, and co-sponsor of another thirteen sessions.  The 
twelve primary sessions and their organizers are: 
• The Census 2000 Master Trace Sample Database: An 

Overview and Illustration of its Research Potential 
(Jennifer Guarino Tancreto, Sunday 2:00) 

• Counting Out Loud: Data Collection Issues Essential 
for Improving the Welfare of Sexual Minorities (Barry 
Johnson, Sunday 4:00) 

• Statistical Methods Research in the Medical 
Expenditure Survey (Trena M. Ezzati-Rice, Monday 
8:30) 

• Issues in Quantifying Measurement Error (Barry 
Johnson, Monday 10:30) 

• Coverage Improvement Research for the Decennial 
Census (Danny R. Childers, Monday 2:00) 

• Developing, Implementing and Using Transportation 
Surveys (Julie Trépanier, Tuesday 8:30) 

 
Continued on next page

Message from the 2005 Program Chair 
by Rachel Harter 
 
The theme for the 2005 Joint Statistical Meetings is 
“Using Our Discipline to Enhance Human Welfare.”  This 
important theme appears directly and indirectly 
throughout the program for this year’s meetings.  The 
program committee has worked hard to arrange a variety 
of interesting topics for all timeslots.  We hope you will 
come to enrich your professional experience and to 
support your colleagues. 

The Survey Research Methods Section is pleased to 
sponsor the following eight invited sessions:  
• Total Survey Error: Past, Present, and Future (Paul 

Biemer, Sunday 4:00) 
• Assessment of the Uncertainties of Small Area 

Estimators (Jane Meza, Monday 8:30)  
• Sample Surveys in Unsettled Situations (David Banks, 

Monday 2:00) 
• Education Research Meets the Gold Standard: 

Statistics, Education, and Research Methods (Mack 
Shelley, Tuesday 10:30) 

• Geographic Information Systems and Survey 
Research (Edward English, Tuesday 2:00) 
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• Statistical Methodological Developments in Natural 

Resources Surveys (Michael D. Larsen, Tuesday 
10:30) 

• Collecting Data from Health Care Establishments in 
the Post HIPAA Era: Some CDC-RTI Experiences 
(Paul Levy, Tuesday 2:00) 

• Improving Imputation in the Decennial Census (Sally 
M. Obenski, Wednesday 8:30) 

• Conduct and Analysis of Surveys to Measure HIV, 
Risk, and Disease (Lillian S. Lin, Wednesday 10:30) 

• Exploring Calibration (Phillip S. Kott, Wednesday 
2:00) 

• Weighting for Nonresponse and Problems (Phillip S. 
Kott, Thursday 8:30) 

In addition, SRMS is the primary sponsor of 22 regular 
contributed sessions, and co-sponsor of many additional 
contributed sessions and posters.  Please see the on-line 
program for the complete list of sessions that the section is 
sponsoring. 

Roundtable Luncheons are a fun way to learn more about 
a topic with a small group of participants and a discussion 
leader.  David Judkins, the 2006 Program Chair for 
SRMS, has organized seven interesting roundtable 
luncheons, all scheduled at 12:30: 
• The American Community Survey (ACS) Challenges 

for Replacing the Census Long Form (Preston J. 
Waite, Monday) 

• Sample Design Challenges in International Surveys 
(Sheila A. Krawchuk, Monday) 

• Bridging the Gap: Moving to the 1997 Standards for 
Collecting Data on Race and Ethnicity (Jennifer 
Madans, Tuesday) 

• Survey Methods in Biostatistics (Julia Bienias, 
Tuesday) 

• The Second International Conference on Telephone 
Survey Methodology (Clyde Tucker, Tuesday) 

• Web-Based Surveys: What Do We Know About Data 
Quality? (Vicki Pineau, Wednesday) 

• The Transition from Graduate School to a Career in 
Statistics (Edward M. English, Wednesday) 

I want to express my thanks to Partha Lahiri, last year’s 
program chair, and David Judkins, next year’s program 
chair, for their support in assembling this year’s program. 
I am also grateful to prior chairs for their advice and 
willing support, and to the many members of the section 
who graciously volunteered to contribute to this year’s 
excellent program as organizers, speakers, or chairs.  It 
has been a pleasure getting to know so many helpful and 
dedicated colleagues.  I look forward to seeing you all at 
JSM! 

NISS and SAMSI Sponsor a Workshop 
on Total Survey Error 
 by Paul Biemer and Jerry Reiter 
 
What is Total Survey Error? 

Total survey error is the difference between a population 
parameter, such as the mean, total or proportion, and the 
estimate of that parameter based on the sample survey or 
census (i.e. a 100% sample).  It has two components: 
sampling error and nonsampling error.  Sampling error 
results from the variability inherent in using a randomly 
selected fraction of the population for estimation; these 
errors occur in sample surveys but not in censuses. 
Nonsampling error is the sum of all other errors, including 
errors in frame construction, sample selection, data 
collection, data processing and estimation methods; these 
errors occur in both sample surveys and censuses. 

The survey literature decomposes nonsampling errors into 
five general sources or types:  specification error, frame 
error, nonresponse error, measurement error and 
processing error.  Specification error occurs when the 
concept implied by the survey question differs from the 
concept meant to be measured in the survey.  Specification 
error is often caused by poor communication between the 
researcher, data analyst, or survey sponsor and the 
questionnaire designer.  Frame error typically results from 
the frame construction process. For example, some units 
may be omitted or duplicated an unknown number of 
times, or some ineligible units may be included on the 
frame, such as businesses that are not farms in a farm 
survey.  Nonresponse error encompasses both unit 
nonresponse (sampling unit does not respond to any part 
of the questionnaire) and item nonresponse (the 
questionnaire is partially completed).  When the reason for 
nonresponse is related to the missing value, parameter 
estimates can be biased when nonresponse is not 
accounted for.  Measurement error occurs when the 
method of obtaining the measurement affects the recorded 
value, often involving simultaneously the respondent, the 
interviewer, and the survey questionnaire.  Measurement 
error has been studied and reported extensively in the 
survey methods literature, perhaps more than any other 
source of nonsampling error.  Finally, processing error 
refers to errors that arise during the data processing stage,
including errors in the editing of the data, data entry, 
coding, the assignment of survey weights, and the 
tabulation of the survey data. 

Total Survey Error Workshop 

Recognizing the need to foster research in total survey 
error, the National Institute of Statistical Sciences, in 

Continued on next page
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conjunction with the Statistics and Applied Mathematical 
Sciences Institute, sponsored a two-day workshop dedicated 
to the measurement of total survey error.  The goal of the 
workshop was to bring together researchers from federal 
agencies, academia, and survey organizations to discuss 
models and methods for estimating the components of 
nonsampling errors.  By bringing together participants and 
researchers from different perspectives, the conference 
planners hoped to stimulate research into this 
underdeveloped and important area of survey research. 

The workshop was held at the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 
Washington, DC, on March 17 and 18, 2005.  Attendance 
was limited to 80 invited participants to encourage dialogue 
and foster research collaborations.  The presenters at the 
workshop were all well-known researchers in survey 
methodology who have published papers on topics related 
to total survey error.  Each presentation was accompanied 
by a discussion leader who provided comments on the paper 
as well as facilitated and encouraged floor discussion on the 
presentation topic.  Participants discussed the types of 
nonsampling errors experienced by agencies and survey 
organizations, as well as methods for quantifying the total 
survey error of an estimate.   

Workshop Program 

Bob Groves opened the invited presentations with an 
overview of the history and current state of total survey 
error research.  He highlighted some of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the research done so far.  Bob also identified 
several major research challenges, many of which were 
discussed by the participants in breakout sessions on the 
next day.  The discussion leader for Bob’s presentation was 
Martin Frankel, who provided information on the rich but 
relatively brief history of total survey error research. 

Clyde Tucker in his presentation posed the question, should 
the federal government care about total survey error?  Clyde 
presented some arguments why agencies should be 
concerned about it, as well as the challenges to integrating 
total survey error more thoroughly in agencies’ data 
production.  The discussant was Lars Lyberg, who noted 
how little research has been done on editing error and the 
effects of editing on the survey results, even though a large 
fraction of the survey budget can be consumed by editing. 

Michael Brick and Graham Kalton described several studies 
in total survey error research to give a flavor of total survey 
error research in practice.  They reviewed studies that 
estimated biases due to coverage errors, nonresponse, and 
response errors.  References for the studies are provided in 
their slides posted on the web page.  Colm 
O'Muircheartaigh was the discussant and added his 
comments “just so folks know that I could comment on this 
area.”  His remarks were humorous and insightful, as 
always. 

Bill Kalsbeek used a baseball analogy to classify several 
total survey error models based on their goals, methods and 
the number of nonsampling error sources simultaneously 
represented in the models.  The most useful models are 
those that consider the joint effects of sampling error, 
nonresponse error and measurement error, which Bill 
referred to as a “homerun.”  The discussant was Judith 
Lessler, who argued for using simulation studies to provide 
insights into the inter-dependencies among all the error 
sources and the effects of survey designs on survey error. 

Bruce Spencer emphasized the need for modeling total 
survey error and the need for reflecting uncertainty due to 
error in reported results.  He illustrated his ideas using 
examples about the U.S. budget deficit and the social 
security system, as well as the total error studies done by the 
Census Bureau.  Bruce suggested that total survey error 
researchers should engage statisticians who work with 
randomized experiments, since it can be overlooked in those 
studies.  The discussant was Mary Mulry, who recounted 
her experiences in using total survey error modeling for the 
1990 Decennial Census evaluation. 

Fritz Scheuren discussed nonresponse bias in surveys.  
Among his ideas, Fritz suggested that survey organizations 
not act as if all missing data are the same type, e.g., all are 
missing at random or all are nonignorable missing data.  
Organizations may want to consider treating noncontacts as 
nonignorable missing data and refusals as missing at 
random, and design studies to estimate nonresponse bias 
accordingly.  The discussant was Roger Tourangeau, who 
gave comments and posed questions on Fritz’s ideas. 

Willem Saris described his research on using structural 
equation models to evaluate the reliability and validity of 
survey questions.  He presented the results from a meta-
analysis of 87 studies—comprising over 1000 questions—
that use structural equation models to assess reliability.  He 
also demonstrated the use of statistical software developed 
to apply these models in the survey questionnaire context.  
The discussant was Bob Fay, who remarked on the need for 
collaboration between statisticians and behavioral scientists 
in survey methods research. 

Alan Zaslavsky provided an overview of a Bayesian 
framework for incorporating survey error in inferences.  He 
illustrated his approach with two examples: correction for 
underreporting in a study of colorectal cancer, and 
adjustment of undercount in the 1990 Post-Enumeration 
Survey of the U.S. Census Bureau.  Alan pointed out the 
flexibility of the Bayesian approach for handling missing 
and calibration data simultaneously.  The discussant was 
Elaine Zanutto, who commented on the usefulness of 
Bayesian methods to total survey error research. 

Joop Hox showed how multi-level models can be useful for 
total survey error modeling.  He presented results of their 
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application for analyzing interviewer effects, rater 
reliability, longitudinal data, and repeated measurements.  
Joop’s examples illustrated the wide applicability and 
flexibility of multi-level modeling.  The discussant was 
Michael Elliott, who provided additional examples 
illustrating the utility of multi-level models to total survey 
error research and remarked on the applicability of some 
assumptions in multi-level modeling. 

Paul Biemer gave the final presentation at the workshop on 
using latent class models in measurement error research.  
He presented a latent class model for estimating reported 
marijuana usage, taking advantage of multiple indicators 
about usage asked in the questionnaire.  Paul discussed how 
latent class models can reveal problematic questions, and he 
reviewed the critical assumptions for latent class modeling.  
The discussant was Michael Larson, who noted that it 
would be interesting to compare findings from latent class 
models to responses for “gold standard” questions. 

In addition to the invited presentations and discussions, the 
workshop contained three break-out sessions on the final 
day.  One session was charged with developing a list of 
topics that needed technical research from the statistical 
community.  As examples, research is needed in combining 
multiple sources of survey error in models, in cost-benefit 
analyses of efforts made to reduce total survey error such as 
field tests, and in how response bias can increase with 
greater efforts to contact nonrespondents.  The other two 
sessions were charged with developing practical/policy 
suggestions for agencies and organizations.  As examples, 
agencies can develop best practices guidelines, train 
employees about survey error, and build a database of 
results from total survey error studies.   

Some Ideas for Future Research and Survey Practice 

A number of useful suggestions emerged from the breakout 
sessions following the workshop presentations.  Key among 
these are the following: 

1.  There is a need to convince program managers within the 
federal government that evaluating total survey error for 
major on-going data collections is important both for 
reducing errors over time as well as guiding data users 
about the strengths and limitations of the data.  
2.  Some governmental agencies are not familiar with the 
concept of total survey error and how the results from TSE 
studies can be used to improve the accuracy of a data series.  
To address this need, examples of surveys examining 
multiple aspects of TSE should be compiled and stored in 
some central location (e.g., FEDSTATS).  Such examples 
would provide exemplary models to inform program 
managers and others of the importance and utility of TSE 
studies. 
3.  Training is needed at several levels to understand how 
total survey error studies are conducted and how the results 

of such studies can be used.  To this end, several ideas were 
promoted:  a) establish a lecture series on nonsampling error 
topics; b) hold a workshop on total survey error where 
presenters are “challenged” to provide exemplary studies of 
total survey error that resulted in significant survey 
improvements; and c) encourage staff at all levels to attend 
short courses that deal with total survey error concepts and 
the trade-offs between costs and error in survey design. 
4.  Research is needed in several areas of total survey error, 
including:   
• causal modeling of survey error;  
• studies of the interaction of nonresponse error and 

measurement error;  
• reliability and validity as functions of questionnaire 

and survey design choices;  
• evaluation of total survey error models using gold 

standard data;  
• studies of correlation between response propensity and 

survey characteristics; and 
• greater attention to editing error. 

Details about the workshop, including speakers’ slides and 
related material, are posted at 
http://www.niss.org/affiliates/totalsurveyerrorworkshop200
503/tse_presentations.html 
Lists of the participants’ ideas from the breakout sessions 
can also be found on the web page. 
 
Message from Section Chair 
by Sarah Nusser 

SRMS is pleased to be sponsoring several activities for the 
Minneapolis Joint Statistical Meetings.  For the papers and 
posters portion of the program, eight invited paper sessions, 
12 topic contributed  sessions, and 22 regular contributed 
sessions are sponsored or co-sponsored by the section.  In 
addition, seven roundtable luncheons and two continuing 
education courses are being sponsored by SRMS, including 
Steve Thompson’s Adaptive Sampling and Donald Rubin 
and Trivellore Raghunathan’s course on Multiple Uses of 
Multiple Imputation.  Thanks to Rachel Harter, Dave 
Judkins and Dave Chapman for their tireless work in 
assembling an excellent survey research methods program 
for the 2005 JSM. 

We will have our annual SRMS Mixer and Business 
Meeting on Wednesday, August 10 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.  
Currently, this meeting is scheduled for room 103D of the 
Minneapolis Convention Center.  This is a great opportunity 
to nosh and visit with other people interested in survey 
research.  We especially encourage students to attend come, 
enjoy the free food, and meet survey researchers from 
government, industry, and academia.  We will discuss the 
current conferences being proposed and sponsored by 
SRMS, as well as issues that arise from the Council of 
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Sections.  We are grateful that Marketing Systems Group 
will again be sponsoring the 2004 SRMS Mixer. 

At this summer’s Mixer/Business Meeting, SRMS will 
announce 13 Student Travel Awards. These awards cover 
part of the travel expenses for students who are attending 
the JSM for the first time and have an interest in survey 
research.   Students are also able to attend a continuing 
education course co-sponsored by the section. This year, 
Nielsen Media Research has fully sponsored one of the 
awards.  Thanks to Ginny Lesser, Sharon Lohr and 
Elizabeth Stasny for serving on the selection committee. 

Finally, congratulations to Bill Kalsbeek, Steve Heeringa, 
Marilyn McMillen Seastrom, and Mike Larsen, who were 
elected as SRMS officers for 2006.  We appreciate the 
willingness of members to run for office and to serve on the 
Executive Committee.  Your service is vital to the continued 
success of the section. 

SRMS Work on International Standards 
by Michael P. Cohen 

A technical committee (TC 225) of the International 
Standards Organization (ISO) is developing standards for 
“market, opinion and social research.”  The scope of these 
standards includes, but is broader than, sample surveys. 
SRMS represents the ASA on the U.S Technical Advisory 
Group (TAG) that is providing comments on the draft 
standards.  Background information on the work of the 
TAG was provided in the previous Newsletter.  This article 
is an update. 

TC 225 will meet in Berlin July 13-15, 2005.  The U.S. 
TAG, meeting through conference phone calls, has 
developed a ten-page template of comments, both editorial 
and technical.  These comments will be used to present and 
describe to the TC 225 the U.S. position on the editorial and 
technical language in the draft standard.  On the U.S. TAG, 
Paul Biemer (RTI), Mike Cohen (BTS), and Steve Cohen 
(BLS) represent the SRMS. Other members are Diane 
Bowers of CASRO (chair), Bob Groves, Nicole Cupp, 
Harry Heller, Tom W. Smith, Mark Schulman, Harry W. 
O’Neill, and Nancy Belden.  Don Ambrose of Canada 
participates in the meetings.  The U.S. will be represented in 
Berlin by Diane Bowers and Henry Heller with Tom Smith 
also participating.  Canada will be represented by Don 
Ambrose and Barry Watson. 

The U.S. representatives plan to contact Enrique Domingo 
de Blas of Spain, the Secretariat for TC 225, before the 
Berlin meeting to summarize and discuss the key U.S. 
comments.  Contact Paul P. Biemer (ppb@rti.org) ,  Michael 
P. Cohen (michael.cohen@dot.gov), or Steve Cohen 
(cohen.steve@bls.gov) if you have questions or seek further 
information. 

 

 

Section News  
Election Results 
Congratulations to the following SRMS members for 
winning their respective elections! We look forward to their 
service and leadership in the near future. 

For Chair-Elect    
William D. Kalsbeek, University of North Carolina  

For Program Chair-Elect   
Steven G. Heeringa, University of Michigan  

For Secretary   
Marilyn McMillen Seastrom, National Center for Education 
Statistics   

For Council of Sections Representative     
Michael D. Larsen, Iowa State University   
 
New ASA Fellows—SRMS Members 
Please join us in congratulating the following new ASA 
fellows: 

Susan J. Devlin, The Artemis Group L.L.C. 
Iris M. Shimizu, National Center for Health Statistics 
Susan Schechter, Office of Management and Budget 

 

Announcements 
Short Courses at JSM 
by Rachel Casper, Education Officer 

Look for these two interesting short courses co-sponsored 
by SRMS in Minneapolis this year: 

Adaptive Sampling. Steve Thompson. Saturday, August 6th 
from 8:15-4:15 

Multiple Uses of Multiple Imputation. Donald Rubin and 
Trivellore Raghunathan.  Sunday, August 7th, from 8:15 
to 4:15 

There is a sizeable cost savings if you register on or before 
July 21st.  In addition, attendance is limited so be sure to 
enroll soon to avoid missing out on these informative 
courses! 

Anyone who has suggestions for short course topics or is 
interested in finding out more about how to submit a 
proposal to teach a short course at a future JSM Conference 
should contact Rachel Caspar at caspar@rti.org or (919) 
541-6376. 
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Business Meeting 
The SRMS Business Meeting will be held in Room 103D of 
the Minneapolis Convention Center on Wednesday, August 
10, at 5:30pm to 7:00pm during the Joint Statistical 
Meetings in Minneapolis. All members are welcome! 

SRMSNET 
    To subscribe to SRMSNET, send a message to 
listserv@listserv.umd.edu and in the body of the message, 
type ‘subscribe SRMSNET your name’. Please remember 
that if you click on ‘reply’, your answer will go out to 
everyone on the SRMSNET.  
Postings should be sent to: SRMSNET@listserv.umd.edu 

 

Executive Committee Reports 
Message from the Program Chair, 2006 
by Dave Judkins 

By the time this appears, time will almost have run out to 
submit proposals for invited sessions at the Seattle meetings 
in 2006.  Our section is allotted five invited sessions.  In 
addition, we can submit proposals in an open competition 
among the sections for 29 invited session slots.  Last year, 
members of our section won three of those.  The deadline 
for me to make submissions to the open competition is July 
20.  I already have six solid proposals for sessions, so if you 
have an idea and a group of speakers, please lose no time in 
forwarding your suggestion to me.  You need to have a title, 
a paragraph on the unifying theme for the session, and a list 
of participants.  The most common format is to have three 
speakers, a chair, and a discussant, although other formats 
are also possible.  I would need to hear from you at least a 
few days before July 20th to have a chance to enter it into 
the competition.   

 If this reaches you too late, I urge you to think about a 
topic-contributed session.  Talks in these sessions have 20 
minutes.  (Compare to 15 minutes in regular contributed 
sessions and 25 minutes in invited sessions.)  You have 
until middle January to pull those ideas together.   

Treasurer’s Report 
by Virginia Lesser 

On January 1, 2005 the SRMS section balance was 
$79,229.49.  On May 23, 2005, the SRMS section had a 
balance of $81,871.36 of which $10,000 is earmarked for 
the TSM II and ICES III conferences ($5,000 each).  
Presently the travel award committee is reviewing 
applicants for the travel award scholarships.  A portion of 
the SRMS balance will be earmarked for these scholarships.  
More details on the awards will be provided in the next 
newsletter. 

 
 Awards    

Winners of the 2005 Student Paper 
Competition 
Each year the Section on Government Statistics, Social 
Statistics Section, and Section on Survey Research Methods 
sponsor a student paper competition.  This year’s judges 
were the 2005 program chairs from the respective sections: 
Brian Harris-Kojetin, Renee Miller, and Rachel Harter.  
This year we had many outstanding papers, from graduate 
and undergraduate students.  We thank all the students who 
contributed and the faculty who encouraged them.  We are 
pleased to announce this year’s winners, their school 
affiliations, and the titles of their papers: 

Gabriele Beissel-Durrant, University of Southampton – 
Imputation of Missing Hourly Pay Data Using Data 
Augmentation in the Case of Nonignorable Item-
Nonresponse 
Kelly Dixon, Joint Program in Survey Methodology – 
Errors Associated with Period Reporters in Estimates of 
Retail Trade 
Mike Kwanisai, The Pennsylvania State University – 
Estimation in Link-Tracing Designs with Subsampling 
Marcel de Toledo Vieira, University of Southampton – 
Design Effects in the Analysis of Longitudinal Survey Data 
Qingzhao Yu, The Ohio State University – Bayesian 
Models to Adjust for Response Bias in Survey Data: An 
Example in Estimating Rape and Domestic Violence from 
the NCVS 

The winners will present their papers in a topic contributed 
session at JSM scheduled for Wednesday, Aug. 10, at 
10:30; we encourage members to attend to show support for 
the winners.  At the meetings, the winners will receive a 
plaque and an $800 prize to help defray travel expenses.  In 
addition, this year the Social Statistics Section covered the 
cost of the winners’ meeting registrations. 

Congratulations to the winners! 

Waksberg Paper  
The journal of Survey Methodology has established an 
annual Invited paper series in honor of Joseph Waksberg to 
recognize his contributions to survey methodology. Each 
year a prominent survey statistician is chosen to author a 
paper that reviews the developments on a significant topic 
reflecting a mixture of theory and practice that characterizes 
the work of Waksberg. Previous winners have been Gad 
Nathan (2001), Wayne Fuller (2002), Tim Holt (2003), 
Norman Bradburn (2004), and Jon Rao (2005). 
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 The winner of the 2006 Waksberg Paper is Alistair Scott of 
the University of Auckland, New Zealand. 

The author of the 2007 Waksberg paper will be selected by 
a four-person committee appointed by Survey Methodology 
and the American Statistical Association. Nominations of 
individuals to be considered as authors or suggestions for 
topics should be sent to the chair of the committee, David 
Bellhouse, Department of Statistical and Actuarial Sciences, 
Western Science Centre, University of Western Ontario, 
London, Ontario, Canada N6A 5B7, by e-mail to 
bellhouse@stats.uwo.ca. Nominations and suggestions for 
topics must be received by December 10, 2005. 

 
Upcoming Conferences 
Second International Conference on 
Telephone Survey Methodology 
The Conference Organizing Committee (COC) announces 
the selection of the Hyatt Regency Miami as the site for the 
2nd International Conference on Telephone Survey 
Methodology to be held January 11-15, 2006.  The hotel, in 
downtown Miami, is centrally located and is within easy 
distance of many of Miami’s attractions.  Information about 
booking rooms at the Hyatt and conference registration will 
be forthcoming.  Once the hotel reservations are opened, 
please make you reservations as soon as possible so an 
accurate estimate of the room count can be given to the 
hotel.  For those interested in previewing the hotel site, the 
address is www.miamiregency.hyatt.com. 

The monograph editors and authors are diligently working 
on their chapters.  The Program Committee has selected 
contributed papers and put together a preliminary program 
to be released later this summer.  The Conference 
Management Committee is still soliciting contributions for 
the conference.  If you want to contribute, contact either 
Linda Piekarski (linda_piekarski@surveysampling.com) or 
Jim Lepkowski (jimlep@isr.umich.edu).  Here are some 
important, upcoming conference dates. 

Important Dates for TSMII 
August 1, 2005 Opening hotel reservations 
September 1, 2005 Early registration opens and student 

fellowship applications due. 
December 1, 2005 Early registration closes. 
January 11, 2006 Four one-day short courses are 

offered.  Editorial Board meets with 
monograph authors.  Conference 
management committee meets.   

January 12-15, 2006 TSM II technical sessions. 

Third International Conference on 
Establishment Surveys (ICES-III) 
June 18-21, 2007  Hyatt Regency Montréal 
Montréal, Québec, Canada 

Cosponsored by: The ASA, The ASA Section on Survey 
Research Methods, The ASA Section on Government 
Statistics, International Association of Survey Statisticians, 
and The Statistical Society of Canada 

We invite you to submit proposals for invited paper sessions 
for presentations to the third International Conference on 
Establishment Surveys (ICES-III) by December 1, 2005.  
The ICES-III Program Committee will review the proposals 
and notify session organizers by the end of February, 2006 
if their proposal has been accepted or not.  The deadline for 
contributed papers (including topic contributed sessions) 
will be June 15, 2006. 

The specifics on the length of abstract, what information 
needs to be included in the abstract, and the abstract 
submission process will be available soon from the ICES 
web link: www.amstat.org/meetings/ices/2007/index.cfm 

Invited sessions will have four slots of twenty five minutes 
each. These will be used for three 25-minute presentations, 
followed a 15-minute formal discussion, and a ten-minute 
floor discussion. 

The first International Conference on Establishment 
Surveys (ICES-I) in 1993 convened more than 400 experts 
in the area of surveys of businesses, farm, and institutions. 
This conference set the stage by formally documenting the 
state of the art in 1993. In 2000, a second conference took a 
forward look at methods for surveying businesses, farms, 
and institutions. 

The ICES-III Conference will also include: 
• Three short courses on Monday, June 18 
• A keynote speaker and reception on Monday evening 
• Poster sessions, and software demonstrations 

throughout the conference 
• Following the conference, a CD ROM of all presented 

papers will be sent to all Conference participants. 

All Conference activities will be held at the Hyatt Regency. 
The Hyatt Regency Montréal web site is 
http://montreal.hyatt.com/.  Hotel reservations will be open 
on March 1, 2007. 

Attendees from outside Canada, and this could include 
United States passport holders, must ensure they have the 
proper travel documents – e.g., passport, visa – to enter and 
leave Canada. 

Further Conference information can be accessed on the 
ICES-III Web link. 
 



 

 

 Mission Statement 

 
The mission of the Section on Survey Research Methods is to promote the improvement of survey practice and the 
understanding of survey methods by encouraging both theoretical and applied research on survey-related topics and 
by disseminating information on survey methods. 
 
Areas of interest for the Section include all that employ survey methodology as a focus or as a prime tool of 
investigation. Of special interest are: 
 

 Theoretical foundations of sampling; 
 Sample design and estimation; 
 Nonsampling errors and data collection methods; 
 Analysis and presentation of survey data; 
 Education of the public and students on the importance of scientific survey research; 
 Publication and dissemination of survey research findings; and 
 Ethics related to survey conduct and standards for survey practice. 
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