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Message from the Incoming Section Chair 

 
Jean Opsomer 

 

Happy New Year to all SRMS members!  It looks like we are entering 

a third year of COVID-19 pandemic, but hopefully this is the year in 

which we finally turn the corner.  Continuing on that positive thought, I 

look forward to meeting many of you *in person* at the Washington DC 

JSM in August. 

Despite these continuing challenges, SRMS continues to thrive.  The 

section, which started in 1978, counts over 1000 members today and is 

one of the largest of the ASA.  Under the dynamic leadership of Tony 

An, SRMS started several new initiatives in 2021, which I plan to continue this year. We 

introduced two Student Representatives as SRMS Officers, Adam Kaderabek and Ulrich Kemmo 

Tsafack, with the goal of improving communications with our student members and increasing 

their involvement in our section. We negotiated access to the large pool of past AAPOR webinars 
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for free for SRMS members.  We also restarted the SRMS Fellows Committee, which is tasked 

with coordinating ASA Fellow nominations of deserving SRMS members.  These new (or 

returning) initiatives are in addition to many on-going activities, including a sustained large 

presence at the JSM, our own webinars, sponsorship of student and other awards, this newsletter 

and the Amstat News column, and online access of SRMS proceedings papers.  

I want to thank four individuals who completed their terms as SRMS Officers in 2021.  Morgan 

Earp served as Past Chair and provided invaluable advice to Tony and myself on the many duties 

of overall section leadership.  Gina Walejko finished two years as section Secretary, ensuring that 

the Officer meetings are fully documented.  As SRMS Program Chair, Brady West represented 

SRMS on the 2021 JSM Program Committee and delivered a strong set of sessions.  Finally, Julia 

Soulakova completes her term as Council of Sections Representative, providing a voice for SRMS 

to the larger ASA community. 

Taking the place of these departing individuals, I welcome four new Officers whose terms are 

starting in 2022.  Brady West decided to re-enlist and is the incoming SRMS Chair-Elect. Qixuan 

Chen starts a two-year term as Secretary, Andreea Erciulescu is the Program Chair-Elect and 

Kristin Olson joins us as the incoming Council of Sections Representative.   

In addition, I’d like to give a special shout-out to a few individuals who are serving as SRMS 

Officers in non-elected positions.  These positions do not have fixed terms and are absolutely 

essential to the proper functioning of the section.  Pushpal Mukhopadhyay has been the Website 

Editor for the section for many years.  In that role, he maintains both our webpages and the 

proceedings website. Elizabeth Petraglia and Darcy Steeg Morris are the Editors of the biannual 

SRMS Newsletter you are currently reading, so you know how valuable this source of survey-

related information is. 

In closing, I thank all of you for giving me this opportunity to serve the SRMS membership as 

your Chair this year.  Do not hesitate to contact me (JeanOpsomer@westat.com) with ideas or 

suggestions for how we can continue to make SRMS a useful component of your professional 

activities into the future. 

 
 
 

  

mailto:JeanOpsomer@westat.com
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Message from the Outgoing Section Chair 
 

Tony An 

 

Happy New Year, fellow SRMS members!  

 

It has been an honor and privilege to have your trust in me as the chair of 

the Survey Research Method Section during the past year. The 

devastating pandemic took away another chance for us to congregate in 

person, but we are resilient and stand strong. SRMS members have been 

productive and active in our profession and in our section. Thank you all 

for your efforts to keep our section vibrant and successful.  

 

Over the past year, I made member service our top priority and took several steps to emphasize 

our section’s role providing support to our members and in retaining our membership. With the 

collective efforts of SRMS officers and volunteers, we have implemented some new services in 

addition to our existing member benefits. We purchased all the past AAPOR webinars so that we 

could provide free access to our members. We are working on getting all past SRMS webinars to 

our members (with a two-year delay to avoid attrition in current webinar registrations). We 

appointed student representatives to the board to give a voice to our large student membership. We 

sponsored the ICES-VI conference which many members participated in, and we made a 

significant profit from our sponsorship. We re-established the SRMS fellow committee to facilitate 

nominations of our members. And we began sending out welcome letters each month to our new 

members to improve engagement.  

 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all our members for their contributions to and 

participation in section activities, especially to the following colleagues for their excellent services 

over the year.  

 

I start with my heartfelt thanks to our section’s volunteers. Our newsletter editors, Elizabeth 

Petraglia and Darcy Steeg Morris, stylishly put together informative newsletters to keep our 

members connected. Our Webmaster, Pushpal Mukhopadhyay, diligently keeps the section’s 

website up to date. Don Jang, Mary Mulry, and Jean Opsomer have volunteered their time and 

effort to serve on the fellow committee. Adam Kaderabek and Ulrich Kemmo Tsafack have 

taken up the role of student representatives to serve the student membership, which consists one 

third of our entire SRMS membership.  

 

Along with the volunteers, the section officers made the section achievements possible. Our 

program chair, Brady West, orchestrated an excellent SRMS program for this year’s virtual JSM 

with nine invited sessions in addition to six topic-contributed sessions and three contributed speed 
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sessions; and our program chair-elect, Jana Asher, organized six virtual roundtable discussions. 

The chair-elect, Jean Opsomer, put together an outstanding slate of candidates for this year’s 

election—and congratulations to all our newly elected officers for 2022! Our treasurer, Jessica 

Kohlschmidt, carefully keeps our section’s finances in good standing and presided over the 

student paper and travel awards. Gina Walejko, our secretary, takes impeccable minutes of the 

monthly Zoom meetings to ensure the continuity of board business. Our education officer, Daniell 

Toth, coordinates several webinars and continues to work to make our past webinars available to 

members. Besides making SRMS a bigger presence on social media platforms, our publication 

officer, Dan Liao, delivers section updates in Amstat News, including an article about survey 

research related to Covid-19.  Our council of section representatives, Julia Soulakova and Stas 

Kolenikov, keep the communication between our section and ASA alive and timely. Our past-

chair, Morgan Earp, provided her valuable support to various initiatives and projects. Thank you 

all.  

 

I hope we will be sailing out this dark tunnel soon and we will be able to reunite in person in DC 

this summer! Stay well!  
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JSM 2022 Information from the Program Chair 
 

Jana Asher  

 

Hello Section Members! 

Development of the program for the Joint Statistical Meetings in 2022 (August 

6-11, Washington DC) is well underway!  The Survey Research Methods 

Section is sponsoring four invited sessions.  

The first, titled “Thinking outside the box: innovative methods for 

estimation and inference for surveys” was organized by Jean Opsomer of 

Westat and will showcase “innovative research developments in survey 

statistics.” The second, “Does missing data affect outcomes examined using nationally 

representative survey databases – a comparison of traditional and data science approaches” 
organized by Parul Agarwal of Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, focuses on how missing 

data in nationally representative survey databases are accounted for when those databases are used 

for medical research.  

The next session, “Record Linkage -- Statistical Innovations to Advance Official Statistics” 

was organized by Jeri Metzger Mulrow of Westat on behalf of the ASA Links Lecture Award 

committee. They will discuss how official statistics and data, combined with auxiliary data sources 

through record linkage, can be used to address critical data needs for policy planning. Finally, in a 

session organized by Stas Kolenikov of Abt Associates titled “Transitions from Telephone 

Surveys to Self-Administered and Mixed-Mode Surveys,” the speakers will discuss how large-

scale survey data is now better collected through mixed modes and techniques being used to adjust 

methodologies for sample design, questionnaire design, and survey estimation.  

By the time you read this message, the deadline for topic contributed surveys will have passed, 

and the JSM program committee will be scheduling those sessions. Please stay tuned! 
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Review of SRMS Awards at JSM 2021 

SRMS would like to once again honor the outstanding winners of our awards at JSM 2021. 

Joint SRMS / GSS / SSS Student Paper Award Winners 

 Neha Agarwala, University of Maryland-Baltimore College: “Individual and 

Community-level Risks for COVID-19 Mortality in the US” 

 Eli Ben-Michael, University of California Berkeley: “Varying Impacts of Letters of 

Recommendation on College Admissions: Approximate Balancing Weights for Subgroup 

Effects in Observational Studies” 

 Sheridan Grant, University of Washington: “Refinement: Measuring Informativeness 

of Ratings in the Absence of a Gold Standard” 

 Claire Kelling, Virginia Tech: “A Two-Stage Cox Process Model for Police Use of Force 

with Spatial and Nonspatial Covariates” 

 Yutao Liu, Columbia University: “Inference from Non-Random Samples Using 

Bayesian Machine Learning” 

All student paper award winners presented their promising work in a topic-contributed session 

jointly sponsored by the three sections, and were awarded $1,000. Congratulations to the winners! 

Joint SRMS / GSS / SSS Student Paper Award Honorable Mentions 

 Yuzhou Chen, Southern Methodist University: “Understanding Power Grid Network 

Vulnerability through the Stochastic Lens of Network Motif Evolution” 

 Tuo Lin, University of California San Diego: “Extending the MWW Rank Sum Test to 

Survey Data for Comparing Mean Ranks” 

 Paul Parker, University of Missouri: “A Bayesian Functional Data Model for Surveys 

Collected under Informative Sampling with Application to Mortality Estimation using 

NHANES” 

 Zhenbang Wang, George Mason University: “Estimation in Exponential Family 

Regression Based on Linked Data Contaminated by Mismatch Error” 

SRMS Student Travel Award 

 Paul Parker, University of Missouri, Department of Statistics.  
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Nominate Deserving Fellows 
 

SRMS Fellows Committee 

 

 

Each year the ASA selects members to be honored as ASA Fellows.  Everyone is encouraged to 

identify friends and co-workers who would be strong candidates.  Candidates are nominated by 

filling out the nomination form at https://ww2.amstat.org/fellows/nominations/index.cfm.  The 

deadline for applications is 11:59 PM EST, March 1, 2022. 

To be eligible, a candidate must have been a member of the ASA for the most recent 3 years (from 

March 1, 2019, to February 28, 2022). Deserving candidates have been active professionally, 

whether through publications, involvement in the ASA, or other activities. More details can be 

found at http://www.amstat.org/ASA/Your-Career/Awards/ASA-Fellows.aspx. The ASA has also 

provided helpful suggestions for potential nominators at 

https://www.amstat.org/asa/files/pdfs/fellows/TipsforNominators.pdf. 

SRMS has established the SRMS Fellows Nomination Committee with the role of helping to 

facilitate the ASA Fellow nomination process by identifying worthy SRMS candidates and finding 

people to spearhead their nomination.  The committee members are Don Jang (NORC), Mary 

Mulry (Census Bureau), and Jean Opsomer (Westat).  If you have a suggestion on who should be 

nominated, or would like to nominate an SRMS colleague but have questions about how to 

proceed, please feel free to contact any committee member.  

  

https://ww2.amstat.org/fellows/nominations/index.cfm
http://www.amstat.org/ASA/Your-Career/Awards/ASA-Fellows.aspx
https://www.amstat.org/asa/files/pdfs/fellows/TipsforNominators.pdf
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Nominations Sought for the 2023 Waksberg Award 

 

The journal Survey Methodology has established an annual invited paper series in honor of the late 

Joseph Waksberg to recognize his outstanding contributions to survey statistics and methodology. 

Each year a prominent survey statistician is chosen to write a paper that reviews the development and 

current state of an important topic in the field of survey statistics and methodology. The paper reflects 

the mixture of theory and practice that characterized Joseph Waksberg’s work. 

 

The recipient of the Waksberg Award will receive an honorarium and give the 2023 Waksberg Invited 

Address at the Statistics Canada Symposium, expected to be held in the autumn of 2023. The paper 

will be published in an upcoming issue of Survey Methodology (targeted for December 2023). 

 

The author of the 2023 Waksberg paper will be selected by a four-person committee appointed by 

Survey Methodology and the American Statistical Association. Nominations of individuals to be 

considered should be sent by email before February 28, 2022 to the chair of the committee, Jack 

Gambino (jack.gambino@gmail.com). Nominations should include a CV and a nomination 

letter.  Nominations will remain active for five years. 

 

Previous Waksberg Award honorees and their invited papers are: 

 

2022 Roderick J. Little, Manuscript in preparation.  

2021 Sharon Lohr, “Multiple-frame surveys for a multiple-data-source world”, Survey 

Methdology, (expected for vol. 47, 2). 

2020 Roger Tourangeau, “Science and survey management”, Survey Methodology, vol. 

47, 1: 3-28. 

2019 Chris Skinner. 

2018 Jean-Claude Deville, “De la pratique à la théorie : l’exemple du calage à poids 

bornés”. 10ème Colloque francophone sur les sondages, Université Lumière Lyon 2. 

2017 Donald B. Rubin, “Conditional calibration and the sage statistician”. Survey 

Methodology, vol. 45, 2, 187-198. 

2016 Don A. Dillman, “The promise and challenge of pushing respondents to the Web 

in mixed-mode surveys”. Survey Methodology, vol. 43, 1, 3-30. 

2015 Robert M. Groves, “Towards a quality framework for blends of designed and organic 

data”. Proceedings: Symposium 2016, Growth in Statistical Information: 

Challenges and Benefits. 

2014 Constance F. Citro, “From multiple modes for surveys to multiple data sources for 

estimates”. Survey Methodology, vol. 40, 2, 137-161.  

2013 Ken Brewer, “Three controversies in the history of survey sampling”. Survey 

Methodology, vol. 39, 2, 249-262. 

2012 Lars Lyberg, “Survey quality”. Survey Methodology, vol. 38, 2, 107-130. 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/12-001-x/award-prix-eng.htm
mailto:jack.gambino@gmail.com
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2011 Danny Pfeffermann, “Modelling of complex survey data: Why model? Why is it 

a problem? How can we approach it?”. Survey Methodology, vol. 37, 2, 115-136. 

2010 Ivan P. Fellegi, “The organisation of statistical methodology and methodological 

research in national statistical offices”. Survey Methodology, vol. 36, 2, 123-130. 

2009 Graham Kalton, “Methods for oversampling rare subpopulations in social 

surveys”. Survey Methodology, vol. 35, 2, 125-141. 

2008 Mary E. Thompson, “International surveys: Motives and methodologies”. Survey 

Methodology, vol. 34, 2, 131-141. 

2007 Carl-Erik Särndal, “The calibration approach in survey theory and practice”. 

Survey Methodology, vol. 33, 2, 99-119. 

2006 Alastair Scott, “Population-based case control studies”. Survey Methodology, vol. 

32, 2, 123-132. 

2005 J.N.K. Rao, “Interplay between sample survey theory and practice: An appraisal”. 

Survey Methodology, vol. 31, 2, 117-138. 

2004 Norman M. Bradburn, “Understanding the question-answer process”. Survey 

Methodology, vol. 30, 1, 5-15. 

2003 David Holt, “Methodological issues in the development and use of statistical 

indicators for international comparisons”. Survey Methodology, vol. 29, 1, 5-17. 

2002 Wayne A. Fuller, “Regression estimation for survey samples”. Survey 

Methodology, vol. 28, 1, 5-23. 

2001 Gad Nathan, “Telesurvey methodologies for household surveys – A review and 

some thoughts for the future?”. Survey Methodology, vol. 27, 1, 7-31. 
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SRMS Newsletter Submission Guidelines 
 

Elizabeth Petraglia and Darcy Steeg Morris 

 
The SRMS newsletter is published twice a year in mid-January and in mid-July, typically posted 

on the SRMS website and shared on ASA Connect. All the SRMS members are welcome to 

submit items that may be of interest to other SRMS members for publication in the newsletter. 

The deadline for submissions to the July newsletter is June 17th, 2022. Any submissions 

received after the deadline may not be accepted. 

The SRMS newsletter could include: 

 JSM-related materials; 

 Announcements of upcoming conferences, seminars, webinars, or short courses (taking 

place after the newsletter’s publication date); 

 Summaries of recent events or awards involving SRMS members (pictures always 

appreciated!). 

  

Other types of submissions are also welcome! All submissions are subject to review by the 

newsletter editors and by the SRMS Executive Committee, and may be edited for length and/or 

clarity.  

Please email any submissions to Elizabeth Petraglia (elizabethpetraglia@westat.com) and Darcy 

Steeg Morris (darcy.steeg.morris@census.gov), either in the body of an email or in a Microsoft 

Word attachment. We cannot accept PDFs. 

  

https://community.amstat.org/surveyresearchmethodssection/programs/newsletter
mailto:elizabethpetraglia@westat.com
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Your SRMS Officers 

 

Chair: Jean Opsomer 

Chair-Elect: Brady West 

Past-Chair: Tony An 

Treasurer: Jessica Kohlschmidt 

Secretary: Qixuan Chen 

2022 JSM Program Chair: Jana Asher 

2022 JSM Program Chair-Elect: Andreea Erciulescu 

Publications Officer: Dan Liao 

Education Officer: Daniell Toth 

Section Representatives: Stas Kolenikov, Kristen Olson 

 

Contact information can be found at 

http://ww2.amstat.org/sections/officers.cfm?txtComm=SSRMS. 

 

Newsletter Editors: Elizabeth Petraglia and Darcy Steeg Morris 

Website Editor: Pushpal Mukophadhyay 

Student Representatives: Adam Kaderabek and Ulrich Kemmo Tsafack 

ASA Staff Liasion: Rick Peterson 

  

http://ww2.amstat.org/sections/officers.cfm?txtComm=SSRMS
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SRMS Mission Statement 
 

SRMS has over 1,100 members, of which over 100 are based outside of 

North America. The Survey Research Methods Section is for Association 

members who research survey methodology or employ survey methods as 

a prime tool of investigation. Some areas of special interest are:PE 12 

 

 Design and execution of sample surveys; 

 Analysis and presentation of survey data; 

 Statistical inference from survey data; 

 Publication of developments and findings in survey research; 

 Standards of design, estimation, and reporting of surveys; 

 Promotion of uniform survey terminology;  

 Use of survey research procedures and findings to inform public policy, including relations 

between public and private agencies in the design, conduct, and presentation of findings of 

surveys; and 

 Ethics relating to the conduct of survey research and to respondents and potential 

respondents. 

 

Not a member yet? Here is how you can join: 

 

 If you are not an ASA member, go to the membership page of the ASA and fill the 

application at www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember; 

make sure to select “Survey Research Methods” from the “Select Sections” list. 

 If you are already an ASA member, visit https://ww2.amstat.org/membersonly/additems/ 

(requires logging in to your ASA account) to add SRMS membership by clicking on “Add 

a Section.” 

 

******************* 

For more information on SRMS resources, member benefits, and much more, check out the SRMS 

website at https://community.amstat.org/surveyresearchmethodssection/home. 

 

http://www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember
https://ww2.amstat.org/membersonly/additems/
https://community.amstat.org/surveyresearchmethodssection/home

