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******************* 

Message from the Out-going Section Chair  
                              John L. Czajka 

If you were able to attend the Survey Research Methods Section’s business 

meeting at the Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) in San Diego in early 

August, you got a sense of what the section has been up to in the past year. 

For those who were not able to attend—the vast majority of our more than 

1,400 members—I would like to provide a brief recap. For all of you, I 

want to share my thoughts about the near future.  

 

As in other years, much of our activity was focused on the JSM. Under Mike Larsen’s leadership 

as program chair, 2012 was another very strong year. The section organized five invited sessions 

and jointly organized a sixth session with the Statistical Society of Canada. The section also 

organized 16 topic contributed sessions, 21 contributed sessions, and a poster session with 17 

participants. On top of these accomplishments, Mike also became an ASA Fellow—joining six 

other section members who were so honored by the Association. The section also sponsored 

student travel awards and both paper and poster competitions. Looking to 2013, in Montreal, 

program chair Frauke Kreuter already has an excellent invited program with six sessions, 

including two that were awarded in competition. 
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A separate article in this newsletter discusses a new journal that several section members helped 

to get off the ground. I encourage you to read that article, which describes a new member benefit. 

 

Several years ago, the section initiated a joint webinar series with the American Association for 

Public Opinion Research (AAPOR). That relationship evolved this past year. Under a new 

agreement that is being completed, members of SRMS and AAPOR will be able to “attend” each 

other’s webinars at the reduced, member rate.  

 

The section co-sponsored two conferences that took place during the year: the Fourth 

International Conference on Establishment Surveys, which was held in Montreal in June, and the 

International Conference on Methods for Surveying and Enumerating Hard to Reach 

Populations, held in New Orleans at the end of October/beginning of November. We are also co-

sponsoring the upcoming Graybill Conference on Advances in Survey Statistics, to be held at 

Colorado State University in June 2013. 

 

We also joined the hundreds of organizations participating in the International Year of Statistics 

(2013), and are currently working to determine what our participation will include. 

 

After many years of service on the section’s Fellows committee, Lynne Stokes and Paul Biemer 

stepped down this past year. We owe them a great debt of gratitude for their contributions over 

these years. At this writing, the section chairs are working to identify new leadership for this 

important committee. 

 

Looking ahead, there are no major issues demanding our attention at the present time, but the 

executive committee has identified a couple of areas for continued discussion and action in the 

next year. First, we continue to seek ways to involve our youngest members and potential 

members in section activities and to develop services that will directly benefit them. The section 

sponsors a number of student awards, and the section officers have worked to recruit younger 

members into leadership positions, but those who benefit most directly from these efforts are 

relatively few in number. The mentoring program that the section launched in 2011 was intended 

to reach a greater share of our younger members, but it got off to a slow start and will require 

some rethinking if it is to continue.  

 

Second, we have been fortunate, over the years, in being able to accumulate a large balance in 

our treasury. This balance enables us to undertake activities that involve some financial risk—

such as co-sponsoring conferences, commissioning short courses, or hosting webinars. Even 

when such activities are likely to produce a return, there may be an initial outlay that we could 

not afford if we had too small a balance in our treasury. We could do much more with our 

resources, however. A number of years ago the section leadership made a decision to convert 

decades of printed proceedings papers from SRMS sessions at the JSM into an on-line, 

searchable resource. The initial investment in scanning thousands of pages was significant, but 

while there was no financial return, this has to have been one of the best uses of funds that the 
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section has ever generated. In the long-run, we need another project of this nature, and we would 

welcome your ideas. More immediately, we are working to develop a policy governing 

contributions to professional service activities undertaken by members of the section. When we 

have no expectation of a financial return on our investment, how much should we be willing to 

contribute? How often? And what types of activities? We expect to make a proposal and solicit 

your opinions at the next section business meeting in August 2013.  

 

Lastly, I would like to thank the other members of the executive committee and those who 

served the committee in volunteer positions for their contributions to the section during the past 

year. These include Steve Cohen. past-chair; Jill Montaquila, chair-elect; Jill Dever, treasurer; 

Rebecca Andridge, secretary; Mike Larsen, program chair; Frauke Kreuter, program chair-elect; 

Tony An and Chris Moriarity, Council of Section representatives; Marilyn Seastrom, education 

officer; John Finamore, publications officer; Steven Pedlow and Ting Yan, newsletter editors; 

and Pushpal Mukhopadhyay, webmaster. I especially want to thank the five who rotated off of 

this group at the end of the year—Steve, Mike, Tony, Steven, and Ting—for their years of 

service to the section. 
 

 

******************* 

Message from the Incoming Section Chair 
Jill Montaquila 

Happy New Year!  This is a very exciting time for our profession and for 

the field of survey research.   The world is rapidly changing, and our 

profession and field are changing with it.  I would like to thank the 

members of the 2012 SRMS Executive Committee for their efforts on 

behalf of our section and its membership and their stewardship of our 

section.  I’m very honored to have the opportunity to work with others on 

the SRMS Executive Committee over the next year to continue to 

shepherd our section in this time of great change.  I would like to take a 

moment to outline a few things the section will be doing over the next 

year and things you as section members can do, and to encourage you to share your ideas of 

ways SRMS can better serve you and other members.  Feel free to send your thoughts and 

suggestions to the entire Executive Committee at asa.srms@gmail.com or to me personally at 

jillmontaquila@westat.com.   

 

This year, I would like to revisit an ongoing challenge—that of engaging young professionals in 

the ASA and in SRMS.  The Executive Committee continues to look for ways to serve and 

engage young professionals, and we welcome any suggestions of things we, as an organization, 

could do.  But I would also like to encourage each of you, individually, to take on this challenge.  

Please consider resolving in 2013 to seek out one young professional, explain what ASA and 

mailto:asa.srms@gmail.com
mailto:jillmontaquila@westat.com
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SRMS have to offer, and encourage that person to join and get involved in ASA/SRMS.   If you 

are a young professional, try to think of (at least) one thing ASA/SRMS could do to better serve 

you, and send your suggestion(s) to us at asa.srms@gmail.com or to me at 

jillmontaquila@westat.com.  

 

A new scholarly journal, the Journal of Survey Statistics and Methodology, will begin publishing 

in 2013. Co-sponsored by the ASA and the American Association for Public Opinion Research 

(AAPOR), the JSSAM aims “to publish cutting edge scholarly articles on statistical and 

methodological issues for sample surveys, censuses, administrative record systems, and other 

related data.”  During this time of great change, this journal provides an important outlet for new 

developments in our field.  Information about JSSAM is available at 

http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/jssam/.  

 

This year, 2013, is the International Year of Statistics, and ASA has signed on as a supporter of 

this effort.  If you have ideas of things ASA/SRMS can do to increase the visibility of our 

profession, encourage and support members of our profession (particularly younger members), 

and/or promote new developments in our field, please let us know by sending your suggestion(s) 

to asa.srms@gmail.com.  Further details about the International Year of Statistics are available at 

http://www.statistics2013.org/. 

 

Best wishes to all of you throughout the new year! 

  

 

******************* 

 

Report from the Council of Sections Representatives 
Tony An and Chris Moriarity 

We would like to thank everyone who expressed 

their opinions regarding the formation of a new 

ASA section "Mental Health Statistics Section." 

This new section has been officially approved 

by a vote in September by the Council of 

Sections, and it will be officially charted in 

January 2013. We voted to support the new 

section. 

 

 

******************* 

mailto:asa.srms@gmail.com
mailto:jillmontaquila@westat.com
http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/jssam/
mailto:asa.srms@gmail.com
http://www.statistics2013.org/
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Changes in the 2013 JSM:  
Report from the Program Chair 

Frauke Kreuter 

 

Preparations for 2013 Joint Statistical Meetings  are well underway! We 

have completed arrangements for five invited sessions on the program, on 

advances in mixed-mode survey data, panel surveys, bootstrap methods, 

missing data, and record linkage.  But this is only the beginning. 

  

Proposals for topic contributed sessions, including paper, panel, and poster 

sessions, are now being accepted.  Topic contributed paper sessions consist 

of a collection of contributed talks and discussions (if desired) that share a 

common topic.  The sessions are 110 minutes in length.  There must be five presentations 

(including discussant) of 20 minutes each, with 10 minutes at the end for floor discussion and 

concluding remarks by the session chair.  If interested, please send me an email 

(fkreuter@survey.umd.edu) as soon as possible to discuss potential topics and proposed 

speakers.  All abstracts for topic contributed must be entered by February 4, 2013, and the 

sessions must be approved prior to that date.   

 

Proposals for individual contributed papers and posters are also being accepted at this time.  One 

advantage for poster submissions is that presenters will be entered into the Section's Poster 

Competition, with cash prizes for the best entries. The 2012 poster award winners are Kelly 

Dixon, Mike Kwanisai, Al Tupek: Title: Assessing Coverage and Accuracy of an address-Based 

Frame for Subgroups of the Population (1
st
 place), and Machell Town, CDC, Carol Pierannunzi, 

Ashley Hyon, William Garvin: Refining Celluar Phone Samples Using Switch Centers in a 

Multiregional Survey (shared 2
nd

 place), and Karnu Xia: Cell Phone Coverage in the REACH 

U.S (shared 2
nd

 place).  

 

New this year is a SPEED Session. SRMS is one of the sections that will participate in this pilot 

venture. A SPEED session will consist of 20 oral presentations of five minutes each; with a 10 

minute break after the first set of 10 talks. These short oral presentations will be followed by a 

poster session later on the same day.  Several incentives are available for presenters who agree to 

participate in these sessions. Among them electronic poster boards, refreshments at the oral 

presentation part of the SPEED session, and a certificate of appreciation and a special badge will 

be given to SPEED presenters. If you have questions about this new format don’t hesitate to ask 

me. Groups of posters on a similar topic are also welcome. 

 

Roundtable discussions are a great way to generate discussions with attendees who share similar 

interests, and leading a roundtable does not preclude you from giving a presentation or 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2013/index.cfm
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submitting a poster. Proposals for roundtables should be submitted to Karol Krotki 

(kkrotki@rti.org). 

 

As always we are in need of volunteers to chair contributed sessions. If you are planning to 

attend and would be willing to serve, please send me an email. We hope to hear from many of 

you, and to see you in Montreal in August! 

 

******************* 

New Journal! 

John Czajka 

SRMS Welcomes the Journal of Survey Statistics and Methodology 

Reflecting the vision of several members of the Survey Research Methods Section (SRMS), the 

Journal of Survey Statistics and Methodology (JSSAM) will debut later this year. A joint effort 

between the American Statistical Association (ASA) and the American Association for Public 

Opinion Research, which publishes Public Opinion Quarterly, the new, peer-reviewed journal 

will provide a venue for high quality papers that do not fit comfortably within the respective 

scopes of Public Opinion Quarterly and Survey Methodology, published by Statistics Canada. 

The new journal’s inaugural editors are Joseph Sedransk and Roger Tourangeau. 

The good news for SRMS members does not end there. Under the terms of the contract with the 

journal’s publisher, Oxford University Press, which also publishes Public Opinion Quarterly, 

members of SRMS will receive JSSAM at no cost for the first three years as Oxford University 

Press seeks to build a readership. After that, the ASA will cover the cost of these subscriptions 

for all SRMS members (an incentive, for sure, to maintain membership in the section). Section 

members should welcome this unique and, frankly, unexpected opportunity to become familiar 

with the new journal over these next few years. The current section officers look forward to 

seeing the work of fellow section members in the pages of JSSAM.  

******************* 

mailto:kkrotki@rti.org
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Of Note 

Steve Pierson 

Bill banning incentives on federal surveys introduced in House 

 

For the second time in four months, Congressman Scott Tipton (R-CO) has taken action to 

prohibit the use of federal funds for survey incentives. On October 5, he introduced H.R. 

6569, the Survey Savings Accountability Act, which states, 

An executive agency may not provide to an individual compensation that is-- 

(a) included with a survey or mailing to encourage the individual to return the 

survey or mailing; or 

(b) in exchange for a response to a survey or mailing. 

 

In early June, Tipton successfully amended the House FY13 Energy and Water (E&W) 

Appropriations bill to ban the use of incentives for agencies funded by this bill. H.R. 6569 

is much broader in scope because it would apply to all federal surveys, not just those 

funded by the E&W bill, and would extend beyond just fiscal year 2013. 

 

Neither action is expected to be enacted in the short term. Tipton’s amendment was not 

included in the six-month continuing resolution under which the federal government has 

been operating since October 1 and it is not expected that the Senate will agree to having 

Tipton’s proposal included in the final FY13 appropriations vehicle(s). H.R. 6569 was not 

taken up by the House in the 112th Congress but Tipton is expected to re-introduce and 

pursue his bill in the 113th Congress. No Senator to date has indicated an interest in 

introducing a companion bill in the Senate. 

 

As described at this ASA Community blog entry, the ASA teamed with the Marketing 

Research Association and the Population Association of America to address the issue in 

early summer and continues to work with these associations and others to prevent this 

effort from gaining momentum. The education efforts have included the scientific literature 

regarding the value of incentives, the extensive use of incentives in the private sector, and 

the importance of incentives to gather information from harder-to-reach populations. 
 

******************* 
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SRMS Mission Statement 
 

SRMS has 1500 members, of which over 100 are based outside of North 

America, and is one of the largest ASA Sections. The SRMS mission is 

to promote the improvement of survey practice and the understanding of survey methods by 

encouraging both theoretical and applied research on survey-related topics, and by disseminating 

information on survey methods. 

PE 12 

Areas of interest for the Section include all that employ survey methodology as a focus or as a 

prime tool of investigation. Of special interest are: 

 Theoretical foundations of sampling; 

 Sample design and estimation; 

 Nonsampling errors and data collection methods; 

 Analysis and presentation of survey data; 

 Education of the public and students on the importance of scientific survey research; 

 Publication and dissemination of survey research findings; and 

 Ethics related to survey conduct and standards for survey practice. 

 

Not a member yet? Here is how you can join: 

 If you are not an ASA member, go to the membership page of the ASA and fill the 

application at www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember 

Then sign up for the SRMS section as part of your membership. 

 If you are already an ASA member, just call customer service at 1-888-231-3473 to add 

SRMS membership. 

******************* 

The SRMS has produced material and resources that are available on our website including: 

 The “What is a Survey?” series for non-specialists, free of charge  

 The SRMSNET Mailing List 

 List of other related associations 

 Survey Analysis Software (under Links and Resources) 

 Universities and Laboratories 

 …and much more. 

 

For more information, including links to specific officers, check out the SRMS website at: 

www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/index.html or there is also a link from the ASA website at 

www.amstat.org. 

http://www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember
http://www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/index.html
http://www.amstat.org/

