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Report from the Past Section Chair 

Mary Mulry 

 

SRMS had a very active 2008. JSM definitely was a success for SRMS.  Program Chair 

David Market organized an interesting program leading to the SRMS sessions being 

well-attended. The topical subjects and discussion leaders selected by Program 

Chair-Elect Elaine Zanutto for the SRMS roundtables were a hit.  Education Officer 

Leyla Mohadjer’s choice of Stephen Thompson to teach a CE short course proved 

to be very popular, and we thank him for teaching it. The Business meeting at JSM 

had a large crowd who mingled and exchanged ideas. We thank Dale Culp and 

his staff at Marketing Systems Group for being a loyal sponsor of the Business 

meeting. Nora Cate Schaeffer and Michael Larsen attended the Council of 

Sections meeting at JSM in their capacities as the Representatives from SRMS and 

served as liaisons between COS and the SRMS Executive Committee. 

 

The SRMS Executive Committee also has been looking to the future in several ways.  Past-Chair Bill Kalsbeek 

and Chair-Elect Rod Little have been working on initiatives.  Bill has been working with Connie Citro at NAS to 

find funding for a workshop on the future of the survey research workforce, possibly in the context of the 

workforce for federal statistics.    Rod set up task for on survey research publications.  He is awaiting approval 

from the ASA survey committee to send questionnaires to a sample of SRMS members to seek their views on 

publications.    

 

SRMS and GOV initiated setting up a structure to assure there is an International Conference on 

Establishment Surveys (ICES) every five years.  The past three ICES have been very successful and the 

exchange by those working on establishment surveys has been very fruitful.  John Eltinge chaired the 

initiative to set up a structure and a planning team.  Currently there is an ICES Continuation Committee with 

members from SRMS, GOV, B&E, Statistical Society of Canada, and IASS.    SRMS’s representative is Stephen 

Cohen.  SRMS has set up a new standing committee on ICES that will be chaired by the SRMS representative 
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PAGE 2 SRMS NEWSLETTER to the ICES Continuation Committee.  The ICES Continuation Committee has set up an Organizing 

Committee and a Program Committee for ICES-IV, which will be held in 2012.   

 

The SRMS Executive Committee has started to explore offering continuing education courses through 

webinars.   In addition to being a service, the webinars hopefully will offer a new source of revenue.  

BIOPHARM has been offering webinars and been successful.  ASA has been assisting with the logistics of the 

BIOPHARM webinars and has the experience to aid SRMS.   

 

During the course of 2008, the officers kept SRMS running smoothly.   Treasurer Breda Munoz managed the 

books and kept us informed on financial matters.   Secretary Jonaki Bose has assured that all the meetings of 

the SRMS Executive Committee are accurate and well-documented.   Publications Officer Eric Rancourt has 

managed the SRMS outreach.  This included preparation of SRMS brochures at the 3MC conference in Berlin 

and at JSM.  Wendy Alvey helped Eric by preparing the brochures for JSM.   Tony An has worked with Eric 

and kept the SRMS website up to date.  

 

As I conclude my year as Chair of SRMS, I want to emphasize what an honor it has been to serve.  All the 

members of the Executive Committee have been energetic, committed, and generous with their time.  I 

have truly enjoyed working with everyone.   I also want to say a special “thank you” to the members of the 

SRMS Executive Committee who are concluding their terms: Bill Kalsbeek as Past-Chair, David Marker as 

Program Chair, Breda Munoz as Treasurer, Eric Rancourt as Publications Officer, Leyla Mohadjer as Education 

Officer,  and Michael Larsen as Representative to the Council of Sections.   I also want to thank Laura Flicker 

and Emily McFarlane who have been excellent SRMS Newsletter Editors and are stepping down.   I look 

forward to working with our new Chair, Rod Little, and to another great year for SRMS. 

 
 

Report from the Outgoing Publications Officer 
Eric Rancourt 

 

My term is coming to an end and this is my last report as publication officer. I was 

actually thinking of writing two documents: A report on the work accomplished in 

the last few months; and a quick summary of the tasks of publication officer for the 

incoming officer but I decided to join the two for the benefit of all members who 

may later be interested in this work and in having some sense of the "workload". 

First, I would like to thank all those with whom I had the opportunity to work during 

the last two year. They have all contributed to making this a smooth ride and I admire their professionalism 

and their always-friendly attitude. Thank you! 

For the Newsletter, Laura Flicker and Emily McFarlane from RTI International have been doing an excellent 

job - thank you! Supposedly overseeing their work, my involvement has mainly been to provide a little bit of 

material of my own or of colleagues. I think the newsletter is a very important mechanism of our association. 

It must remain and be fueled with material from more members and I encourage you all to do so. During the 

last year, we have gone to an electronic format. This reduced significantly the costs. The SRMS would 

welcome your feedback and suggestions for material to be included in future newsletters. 

The SRMS Proceedings from the Joint Statistical Meeting are now part of a regular process at the ASA 

headquarters. We have also systematized the inclusion of presentations from other meetings through the 

ASA web site, particularly the articles of the AAPOR conference. Now, as soon as the proceedings are ready 

they are available through the SRMS section's web site. 
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PAGE 3 SRMS NEWSLETTER Tony An continued to provide his services as Webmaster for us. Thank you! The web site continues to be 

an entry door for many of our members to be as well as a permanent reference source. There we can post 

conferences and news related to survey research. There is still a lot of room for cross-referencing other work 

and sites. Suggestions are welcomed. 

The publication officer is also responsible to provide visibility to our section. This mainly takes place through 

Amstat News. We have published 1-2 articles a year in Amstat News and this should continue and even 

increase. This includes providing a report of our activities, but also our sponsored 

presentations/courses/workshops and other activities at meetings such as the JSM. Not all needs to be done 

by the publication officer, but at least coordinated. During the last year, we have also updated the SRMS 

pamphlet that is distributed and/or dropped off in registration kits and on tables in our sponsored 

conferences. 

As far as meetings are concerned, there are 4-5 meetings of the SRMS Executive Committee members that 

the publication officer is expected to attend. Most are phone conference calls and one takes place at the 

JSM. Further, the publication officer of the SRMS is de facto a member of the ASA publications committee. 

Finally, I would like to welcome my friend Jean Opsomer who has been elected to this office - 

congratulations! The section's publication activites are in good hands. 

 

 
JSM 2009  

Elaine Zanutto, Program Chair 

 
This year SRMS is sponsoring five exciting invited sessions for JSM 2009 to be held in Washington, D.C. The 

sessions with their organizers are: 

 
• Handling Survey Case Weights in Model-Based Methods (Michael Elliott) 
• Rigorous Foundations of Data Confidentiality in Statistical Databases 

(Aleksandra Slavkovic) 
• Nonparametric Methods for Small Area Estimation (Jean Opsomer) 
• Nonparametric Regression Estimators in Survey Sampling (Daniell Toth) 
• Recent Advances in Small-Area Statistics (Ansu Chatterjee) 

 

In addition, we will have a memorial session in honor of Daniel G. Horvitz titled “Pioneering Researcher and 

Visionary Leader” organized by Ralph Folsom. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, it is not too late to organize a topic contributed session. Topic contributed 

sessions have five presentations, including a maximum of two discussants. You can also organize a topic 

contributed panel with at least three and at most five panelists providing commentary on a particular topic. 

Topic contributed sessions and panels have the advantage of giving speakers more time than in regular 

contributed sessions (20 minutes versus only 15). Also topic-contributed sessions tend to be more cohesive 

and generally better attended. 

 

If you are interested in organizing an SRMS sponsored topic contributed session or panel, please send me an 

email (ezanutto@nationalanalysts.com) before February 2, 2009, the JSM deadline for submission of 

abstracts. I need to know the organizer (i.e., you) speakers, discussants (if any), and the topic.  

 

Also, I encourage everyone to consider contributing a poster to JSM 2009 instead of a verbal presentation.  

Last year we had 30 SRMS posters. Posters stay up all day and poster presenters are given the opportunity to 
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posters were presented in the same JSM presentation slot which made for a very social atmosphere around 

the posters. Furthermore, for the second year we are having a SRMS Poster Competition with a total of $1000 

in prize money available for the best posters. Remember that poster presenters may submit a paper for the 

JSM Proceedings. So there are lots of reasons to consider a poster presentation for JSM 2009! 

 

Michael Elliott is the JSM 2010 Program Chair-Elect and is responsible for organizing all the JSM 2009 SRMS 

roundtables. If you are interested in hosting a roundtable lunch or breakfast please contact him at 

mrelliot@isr.umich.edu.  

 

Finally, we will need volunteers to chair sessions at JSM 2009. You can chair a session in addition to 

presenting a paper or poster. If you’d like to volunteer to be a chair please email me 

(ezanutto@nationalanalysts.com). 

 

 

Outgoing Education Officer Report 
Leyla Mohadjer 

 

The SRMS is pleased to co-sponsor the following three short courses during the Joint Statistical Meetings in 

Salt Lake City. 

 

Bootstrap for Complex Surveys (Stanislav Kolenikov) – The bootstrap methods for complex survey data have 

been around for more than two decades, yet their treatment in textbooks and software implementation has 

been limited. This course is intended for survey statisticians who want to familiarize themselves with the 

bootstrap methods applicable to the complex survey data, especially in situations when the standard 

resampling methods such as BRR are not applicable. The basic ideas of the bootstrap will be introduced, 

and modifications necessary for complex samples from finite populations will be considered. 

Implementation of the bootstrap procedures by the method of replication weights will be demonstrated. 

Some extensions leading to the bootstrap methods with missing/imputed data will be overviewed. Practical 

demonstrations will be conducted using Stata and R software packages. Attendees are encouraged to 

bring their computers and load their data for the practical portion of the course. The attendees must be 

familiar with the basic concepts of sampling (stratification, clustering, varying probabilities of selection, use 

of sampling weights) and design-based estimation (weighted estimation, Horvitz-Thompson estimator, Taylor 

series linearization for variance estimation). Familiarity with resampling variance estimators (BRR, jackknife) is 

an advantage, as is familiarity with Stata and/or R. 

 

Model-based Survey Sampling—Theory and Practice (Alan Dorfman and Richard Valliant) – Use of models 

for estimation from survey samples is becoming progressively more important. Practitioners must understand 

how to efficiently use available data to both increase precision and correct potential bias due to declining 

response rates. This course will provide an overview of the use of models to design efficient samples and to 

improve estimators through the use of auxiliary data. We will compare and contrast design-based estimation 

and model-based estimation and also discuss the integrated approach of model-assisted estimation. This 

course will cover (i) the types of auxiliary information typically available in samples of business 

establishments, institutions, and households, (ii) models that may be appropriate, (iii) use of models in 

determining sample designs and creating estimators, and (iv) software with particular emphasis on 

packages available in R. Auxiliary data can include such items as numbers of beds for hospitals, numbers of 

students and teachers for schools, cost of capital assets for stores, and counts of persons by age, race-

ethnicity, and sex for household populations. Weighted balanced samples, motivated by superpopulation 

models, can be a particularly efficient method of sample selection for certain types of populations. 

Participants will receive a topic-specific list of references for follow-up reading. 
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categorical data in the form of contingency tables dates back to the turn of the last century, and were 

transformed by the development of log-linear model methods in the 1960s and 1970s, when computation 

via maximum likelihood estimation became not only feasible but widely accessible via the major statistical 

packages.  This 1-day course is based on materials from an M.S. level course taught at Carnegie Mellon and 

will introduce participants to log-linear models and methods for fitting them to multi-dimensional 

contingency tables.  The material will include the use of graphical models and their interpretation, and the 

applicability of the methodology to large sparse tables.  

 

For more information about these courses, contact Leyla Mohadjer at leylamohadjer@westat.com or refer to 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2008/index.cfm?fuseaction=program.  Anyone who has suggestions 

for short course topics or is interested in finding out how to submit a proposal to teach a short course at a 

future JSM conference should contact Leyla Mohadjer at leylamohadjer@westat.com. 

 

 

SRMS New Executive Committee Members 
 

The SRMS has several new executive committee members who begin their role this January. Brief bios and 

pictures of the new members are presented below. 

 

For Program Chair-Elect.......................................Michael R. Elliott, University of Michigan School of Public Health 
For Treasurer .................................................................................................................Dawn Haines, U.S. Census Bureau 
For Council of Sections Representative.........................................................................................Rachel Harter, NORC 
For Chair-Elect..........................................................................................................Howard Hogan, U.S. Census Bureau 
For Education Officer ......................................................................................Michael D. Larsen, Iowa State University 
For Publications Officer ................................................................................Jean Opsomer, Colorado State University 
 

Michael Elliott is an Associate Professor of Biostatistics and an Associate Research Scientist 

at the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan. He received his Ph.D. in 

biostatistics in 1999 from the University of Michigan. Prior to joining the University of Michigan 

in 2005, he held an appointment as an Assistant Professor at the Department of Biostatistics 

and Epidemiology at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, and prior to that as 

a Visiting Professor of Biostatistics at the University of Michigan School of Public Health and 

as a Visiting Research Scientist at the University of Michigan Transportation Research 

Institute. Dr. Elliott's research interests include the design and analysis of sample surveys, U.S. 

Census undercount, and missing and latent variable data structures with applications to causal estimation. 

Dr. Elliott chairs the BRFSS Survey Oversight committee, organized by the American Statistical Association at 

the request of the Centers for Disease Control.  

Dawn E. Haines, SRMS Treasurer, is the Assistant Division Chief for Administrative 

Records Applications in the Census Bureau’s Data Integration Division.  Prior to this 

position, she was the Chief Mathematical Statistician in the Social Security 

Administration’s Office of Research, Evaluation, and Statistics.  Dawn has also held 

prior positions in the Decennial Statistical Studies Division at the U.S. Census 

Bureau. Dawn has a BS in Applied Mathematical Sciences from Texas A&M 

University as well as Masters and Ph.D. degrees in Statistics from North Carolina 

State University.  She serves as the 2008-2009 Secretary/Treasurer for the Social Statistics Section and is a 

member of the Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM) Subcommittee on Administrative 
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2009. 

 

Rachel Harter is the new Council of Sections representative for SRM.  Previously she 

served as SRM Program Chair for the 2005 Joint Statistical Meetings, and on the 

Edward C. Bryant Scholarship Committee.  Harter is Vice President and Director of the 

Statistics & Methodology Department at NORC in Chicago.  Before joining NORC in 

1995, Harter was employed by the ACNielsen Company.  Harter received her PhD 

under Wayne Fuller at Iowa State University.  Harter’s primary statistical work areas 

include survey sampling, particularly establishment surveys, and small area estimation. 

 

 

Dr. Hogan, Associate Director for Demographic Programs at the US Census Bureau, has 

over thirty years experience in the design, management and analysis of surveys, 

including both household and business surveys.  He is also Adjunct Professor in the 

Program in Survey Design and Data Analysis, Department of Statistics, George 

Washington University.   He graduated from Pomona College.  He holds a Ph.D. in 

demography from    Princeton University and an MPA from Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson 

School. He is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association. 

 

 

Mike Larsen (formerly Council of Sections representative, currently Education Officer) 

received his PhD in Statistics from Harvard University.  Currently he is an associate 

professor of statistics at Iowa State University and a faculty member in the Center for 

Survey Statistics and Methodology.  His previous survey experience includes involvement 

with the U.S. Census Bureau, NORC, and the Gallup Organization.   As education officer, 

Mike will be organizing continuing education courses for the Joint Statistical Meetings 

and webinars on survey methodology and theory topics for the fall and spring.   Please 

feel free to send Mike your suggestions.  

 

 

Jean Opsomer, Publications Officer, 2009-2010.  Jean Opsomer is Professor in the 

Department of Statistics at Colorado State University.  Prior to this, he was a faculty 

member in the Department of Statistics and Director of the Center for Survey Statistics 

and Methodology at Iowa State University. He received his PhD in Operations 

Research in 1995 from Cornell University and is a Fellow of the ASA.  His research 

interests include survey statistics, with particular emphasis on estimation methods and 

analytic inference, nonparametric regression methods and environmental statistics.  

He has been active in the ENVR Section of the ASA for many years, where he was 

Treasurer/Secretary and Chair, and still serves as Webmaster.  He is also on the 

Finance Committee of the ASA, and is the Chair of the Management Committee of 

JABES.  He is now looking forward to becoming more involved in SRMS. 
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Andy Peytchev 

 
“…there are no national statistics unless millions of people tick boxes, fill in forms, respond to queries, and 
otherwise cooperate when asked to give information about themselves and their households.” 

- Kenneth Prewitt, Professor of Public Affairs at Columbia University and former Director of the 
U.S. Census Bureau 

 
 
There are different ways to devise and implement web surveys, but the attraction of this 
inexpensive mode of data collection often leads to poorly designed surveys that do more 
harm than good to the survey field. Social science has benefited substantially, if not 
greatly, from the implementation of web surveys. Inarguably, one of the factors driving 

the use of web surveys is the ability to deploy fast and inexpensive data collection. 
Indeed, software are freely available at little or no cost to develop an instrument, collect 
responses, and tabulate results. The ability to create inexpensive surveys and easily send 
invitations to a large number of potential respondents, however, has contributed to a 
great volume of web surveys, many of which could not be classified as “scientific” – such 

as not making inferences to a target population and not using rigorous methods to curb different sources of 

survey error. 
 
The proliferation of web surveys shares similarities with the introduction of other modes, although the 
adoption has been at a much faster pace. When introduced, telephone surveys enjoyed high response 
rates, at a time when receiving a long-distance call was not common. Today, it is usual to receive a call 
from an interviewer at dinner time – whether for a survey or a marketing offer. This leads to another issue, in 

addition to the increased number of requests – the difficulty for individuals to distinguish between the 
voluminous marketing requests and the relatively few requests for scientific surveys. Indeed, in order to gain 
cooperation, some surveys have to begin with a statement that the interviewer is not selling anything. While 
such development has happened over the course of decades for telephone surveys, the same seems to be 
happening in years for web surveys. 
 

Scientific web surveys need to be able to differentiate themselves from other survey requests in order to 
achieve the necessary degree of cooperation. While poorly designed surveys can impact the quality of the 
estimates they produce, a greater threat arises when they affect the likelihood of participation in well-
designed surveys, or the information respondents are willing to provide. There is evidence that multiple 
requests for web survey completions can lead to lower cooperation to subsequent requests in non-panel 

populations (Peytchev, 2007). This has been a major discussion topic at conferences on web panels, the 
latest being organized by CASRO and scheduled to be held in February, 2009. However, even among 
scientific surveys, more effort needs to be expended on careful design – the effort in constructing the survey 
perceived by the respondents can affect responses (Yan, 2005). 
 
In fact, poorly designed web surveys can lead to greater unit nonresponse, breakoff, item nonresponse, and 

deteriorated measurement properties of survey variables. A challenge to the field is defining poor and good 
survey designs. Systematic research is being conducted on visual design in web surveys (e.g., Tourangeau, 
Couper and Conrad, 2007). Much can also be borrowed from research on other modes of data collection – 
specifically to ascertain the legitimacy of the survey request, curb confidentiality concerns, etc. 
 
The relatively low variable cost of web surveys can be a detriment as everyone can design and launch a 

web survey, but it also aids in the ability to identify sources of error and improve designs through 
experimentation. Web surveys provide for relatively easy implementation of experiments, but they also 
provide the opportunity to collect a vast array of paradata – data on how the survey data collection was 
performed. Among others, these include timing, navigation, changing responses, mouse movements. Tools 
have been developed to facilitate the collection of paradata in web surveys – some readily available in the  
survey software, others developed by researchers (e.g., 

https://perswww.kuleuven.be/~u0034437/public/csp.htm). 
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design and implementation is to some degree inevitable. Some legislative changes are helping ensure 
attention to some aspects of web survey design, at least for federally funded research. Section 508 of the 

Rehabilitation Act aims to ensure that, as in the context of web surveys, individuals with disabilities need to 
be also able to access the instrument and provide information. There are many usability issues to be 
considered (see Matulewicz and Coburn, 2008) and many low cost survey software packages may not be 
able to render surveys for the 8% of the population with some disability - half of whom have vision related 
disabilities. 
 

Both past and present directors of the U.S. Census Bureau have underscored the need to explore alternative 
sources of information, such as administrative records and other survey data. This may be particularly 
pertinent to web survey data collection. For example, an e-mail or IP address can be linked to a variety of 
data. The utility and legal issues related to the use of such data remain to be explored. While their use can 
further complicate the design of a web survey, likely increasing cost, it poses vast potential to reduce the 
burden placed on respondents – possibly improving cooperation and the responses provided in a particular 

survey. 
 
There could not be web surveys without the cooperation of individuals and yet their cooperation is 
declining. A reasonable hope is that well-designed web surveys accessible for as many of the sample 
members would not only encourage participation in a particular study and improve the data being 
collected, but will also improve the image of scientific web surveys . 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

 

2009 Student Travel Award Competition 
 

The Survey Research Methods Section will repeat its successful Student Travel Award Competition in 2009.  

This initiative encourages students to gain exposure to opportunities in survey research methods and to 

become familiar with the section and its work. 

 

Travel awards of up to $400 each will be awarded to graduate students to attend the 2009 Joint Statistical 

Meetings in Washington, DC.  For further details, see the application on the following page or at 

www.amstat.org/sections/srms/travelapp_2009.pdf.  The application and supporting documents are due no 

later than March 31, 2009. 
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2009 Student Travel Award Application 

Must be received by: March 31, 2009 

 

The Survey Research Methods Section (SRMS) of the American Statistical Association offers a Student Travel 

Award for students in doctoral programs in statistics, survey methodology, or allied disciplines. Support is 

offered for students to attend the Joint Statistical Meetings, to be held this year in Washington, DC, August 1 

to August 6, 2009. Preference is given to students presenting a paper or poster at the conference. In 

addition, applications must be supported by a current member of the SRMS section (see below). Up to 3 

awards will be granted to cover expenses up to $400. Winners are expected to attend JSM sessions and the 

SRMS mixer on Wednesday night in order to be recognized by our section for your award. Previous winners 

are ineligible for this award. 

 

Name:   _______________________________________ 

Department:   _______________________________________ 

Address:   ____________________________________________________ 

                        Street       Apt 

________________________________________________________________ 

City     State      Zip 

Email Address:  __________________________ Home phone:  _____________________ 

Degree Objective:  _________________________ 

 

Are you presenting a paper or poster at the conference?    YES  NO 

Have you previously attended any professional meeting 

on statistics, survey research, or a related discipline?   YES   NO 

If YES, please describe (meeting, location, dates): 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________                               _____________ 

Signature of Applicant     Date Submitted 

 

 

Support from Current SRMS Member 

As a current SRMS member, I endorse this student’s request. 

 

______________   __________________________     ______________ 

Signature   Printed Name       Date 

 

 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST – ATTACH THE FOLLOWING: 
• Copy of most recent transcript or advising report from your university. 
• Double-spaced essay, no more than two pages, describing your interest in survey research methods and 

your interest in attending the Joint Statistical Meetings 
• Letter of support from faculty advisor or supporting SRMS member 

 

 

Application materials may be sent to Dawn E. Haines by fax or email as follows: 

dawn.e.haines@census.gov; Fax:  (301) 763-4310; Phone: (301)763-4881.  
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Nominations are sought for the 2009 Roger Herriot Award for Innovation in Federal Statistics.  The award is 

intended to reflect the special characteristics that marked Roger Herriot's career: 

 

• Dedication to the issues of measurement; 

• Improvements in the efficiency of data collection programs; and 

• Improvements and use of statistical data for policy analysis. 

 

The award is not limited to senior members of an organization, nor is it to be considered as a culmination of 

a long period of service. Individuals at all levels within Federal statistical agencies, other government 

organizations, nonprofit organizations, the private sector, and the academic community may be nominated 

on the basis of their contributions. 

 

The recipient of the 2009 Roger Herriot Award will be chosen by a committee comprising representatives of 

the Social Statistics and Government Statistics Sections of the American Statistical Association, and of the 

Washington Statistical Society. Roger Herriot was associated with, and strongly supportive of, these 

organizations during his career. The award consists of a $1000 honorarium and a framed citation, which will 

be presented at a ceremony at the Joint Statistical Meetings in August 2009. The Washington Statistical 

Society will also host a seminar given by the winner on a subject of his or her own choosing. 

 

The previous recipients of the Roger Herriot Award are Joseph Waksberg (Westat), Monroe Sirken (NCHS), 

Constance Citro (CNStat), Roderick Harrison (Census Bureau), Clyde Tucker (BLS), Thomas Jabine (SSA, EIA, 

CNStat), Donald Dillman (Washington State University), Jeanne Griffith (OMB, NCES, NSF), Daniel Weinberg 

(Census Bureau), David Banks (FDA, BTS, NIST), Paula Schneider (Census Bureau), Robert E. Fay III (Census 

Bureau), Nathaniel Schenker (NCHS), Nancy Kirkendall (EIA) and Elizabeth Martin (Census Bureau).   

 

Nominations for the 2009 award will be accepted beginning in February 2009.  Nomination packages should 

contain: 

 

• A cover letter from the nominator that should include references to specific examples of the 

nominee’s contributions to innovation in Federal statistics. These contributions can be to 
methodology, procedure, organization, administration, or other areas of Federal statistics, and need 
not have been made by or while a Federal employee.  

• Up to six additional letters in support that document how each contribution demonstrates innovation.   

• A current vita for the nominee, including contact information. 

 

Both individual and group nominations may be submitted. The committee may consider nominations made 

for the 2008 award, but it encourages resubmission of those nominations with updated information. 

 

For more information, contact Dwight Brock, Chair, 2009 Roger Herriot Award Committee, at 301-517-4026 or 

dwightbrock@westat.com.  Completed packages must be received by April 1, 2009. Electronic submissions 

in MS-Word or as a “pdf” file are strongly encouraged.  Please contact the chair if you need to make 

arrangements to fax or mail a nomination.   
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Statistics Canada 

October 27-30 2009 

Gatineau, Qc, Canada 

 

 

Longitudinal Surveys: from Design to Analysis 

Call for Contributed Papers 

 

The International Methodology Symposium 25th anniversary event is this year. It takes place at the Palais des 

Congrès conference centre in Gatineau (5 minutes from downtown Ottawa) from October 27-30, 2009. 

 

This Symposium will be titled “Longitudinal Surveys: from Design to Analysis”.  Members of the community, 

such as those with private research organizations, governments, and universities, who are interested in 

statistical or methodological issues specific to longitudinal surveys, are invited to attend. In addition, a 

special call is extended to all those who have attended past Symposia and who wish to celebrate this 

anniversary with us. 

 

The first day will consist of workshops, while the following days will consist of both plenary and parallel 

sessions covering a variety of topics. Additional research and results will be presented via poster sessions. 

 

We are soliciting papers related to the several methodological aspects of longitudinal surveys, among 

which are those listed below:  

 

• Sampling Frame and Design 

• Content and Questionnaire Design  
• Data Collection 
• Collection Method 
• Use of Administrative Data  
• Imputation 

• Weighting and Estimation 
• Dissemination and Data Access 
• Longitudinal Data Analysis 
• Analysis Software 

 

 

• International Comparability 

• Measurement Errors 
• Respondent Burden 
• Attrition and Nonresponse 
• Confidentiality, Privacy and Ethical Issues 
• Longitudinal Surveys on Hard-to-Trace 

Populations 
• Challenges Related to Economic Longitudinal 

Surveys 

 

Your proposal must be submitted by e-mail to: symposium2009@statcan.gc.ca by March 31, 2009. It should 

include a 250-word abstract (French or English) of the content of the presentation,  

as well as its title and your full contact information. 

 

We will contact you by May 1st, 2009, to inform you whether or not your proposed communication has been 

accepted. In the case it has been accepted, the final slides of your presentation will have to be submitted 

by September 4th, 2009. Proceedings from the conference will be published and disseminated to 

participants. Your final paper will need to be sent by January 15th, 2010. 

 

Visit our site regularly to learn more details on the program, workshops, registration, accommodation, tourism 

information and more at http://www.statcan.gc.ca/conferences/symposium2009/index-eng.htm 
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SRMS has 1500 members, of which over 100 are based outside of North America and is 

one of the largest ASA Sections. The SRMS mission is to promote the improvement of 

survey practice and the understanding of survey methods by encouraging both 

theoretical and applied research on survey-related topics and by disseminating 

information on survey methods. 

 

Areas of interest for the Section include all that employ survey methodology as a focus or as a prime tool of 

investigation. Of special interest are: 

� Theoretical foundations of sampling; 

� Sample design and estimation; 

� Nonsampling errors and data collection methods; 

� Analysis and presentation of survey data; 

� Education of the public and students on the importance of scientific survey research; 

� Publication and dissemination of survey research findings; and 

� Ethics related to survey conduct and standards for survey practice. 

Not a member yet? Here is how you can join: 

• If you are an ASA member, just fill out the form www.amstat.org/membership/chapsection.pdf 

• If you are not an ASA member, go to the membership page of the ASA and fill the application at: 

www.amstat.org/membership/index.cfm?fuseaction=becomeamember 

Then fill out the Sections membership form www.amstat.org/membership/chapsection.pdf 

• Or call customer service at 1-888-231-3473 

 
 

 

 


