
ASA History of Statistics SIG 

Meeting Minutes 
Friday, 5/28/2021, 3pm EDT 

Present: 7 attendees 
Jessica Kohlschmidt 
Kristofer Jennings 
Penny Reynolds 
Peter Meyer 
Amanda Golbeck 
Donna LaLonde 
Wendy Martinez 
Hans Kiesl 
Jana Asher 
Beverly Wood 
Kathleen Chaballa 

  

1. Discussion of talks 

a. Peter and Jessica talked to Andrew Reamer 

i. Suggested discussing the statistical system in the US government from 1790-
1900.   

ii. Focused on tariffs and the economic statistical capacity for tariff setting. 

iii. Companion talk focuses on years 1900-1940. 

b. It was suggested talking to a research group about comparing the 1850 and 2020 
census. 

c. Wendy pointed out that Hans has given a talk on the German census 

d. Wendy is interested in having a discussion about work done in India. 

e. Jessica suggested planning for the 20th century talk (shift in revenue around 1910 
from tariffs to income). 

i. Reamer will send out abstracts in the next few weeks. 

f. Jana argued there is a parallel with the CDC 

i. Why does the US have such a diverse statistics system? 

g. There was discussion about having an additional speaker, maybe Hans. 

h. Peter expected we will see slides a week early. 
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i. Reamer expected the talk to take approximately 30 minutes. 

j. Jana suggested advertising like a roundtable. 

i. More interactive than a lecture. 

ii. Speaker usually decides the format of a roundtable. 

k. Peter suggested possibly adding a poll or a set of trivia questions. 

2. Jessica invited Beverly (Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University) our webmaster to hear what’s 
going on, Kathleen (Habitat for Humanity Denver), and Samantha Seals (University of West 
Florida) to discuss the group Twitter account. 

3. JSM 

a. Jana suggested we should have a social event. 

b. Perhaps Thursday, 8/12, around 6:30pm (EDT) for 60 minutes 

c. Structure: history trivia?  Jana can work on a trivia game. 

d. Jessica can set up the Zoom 

e. Peter suggested giving out the prize for the logo contest. 

f. There was some discussion about giving a prize/gift for the trivia game, speakers, 
like the mug that the Washington Chapter gives to speakers. 

4. Wikipedia edit-a-thon (or whatever it is called) 

a. Friday, September 10 at 3pm. 

b. For 2-3 hours 

c. Training should take approximately 45 minutes. 

d. Donna suggested having two separate meetings. 

e.  Jana wanted to allow people the ability to come in and out of the meeting. 

f. Peter suggested having 2 hours then office hours. 

g. Jana asked about the goal of the meeting.  Communal spirit?  A specific number of 
edits? 

h. Peter suggested the purpose was to get people comfortable with the process. 

i. Jessica suggested 2 hours on the 10th and then a follow-up meeting. 

j. Peter will check with his teammate who does training. 

5. Jessica asked Jana to see if there are sessions the group should co-sponsor and then send 
out a list. 
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6. Twitter 

a. Kathleen suggested scheduling out tweets, approximately weekly. 

i. Birthdays 

ii. Fun facts 

iii. News about members (talks, etc.) 

iv. Suggested setting up a Google Form and put on the Google Drive. 

7. Oral Histories 

a. Start with interview with Stephen Stigler. 

b. Talking about what’s exciting to them. 

c. Members can send in questions. 

d. Put recording on the website. 

e. Kristofer suggested this was a first step in being proactive in getting historical 
material, instead of just archiving existing material. 

f. Could also put material on Donna’s website for HOS and/or on a YouTube channel. 

g. Jana suggested Vimeo as an alternative. 

 

Next Meeting: 3pm EST, July 23, 2021 

Other Dates:  

● June 25 talk 

● JSM and associated meeting (August 12) 

● Wikipedia Event (September 10) 
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