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A Word from the  

2015 Program Chair 

Michael Carniello 

Astellas Pharma 

A key function of our section is to deliver content to its 
members via the vehicles that the ASA has in place for 
us. These vehicles include: 

 Webinars (held throughout the year) 

 JSM specialty sessions 

 This newsletter! 
And these vehicles need drivers … they need YOU! 
 
You (me, all of us!) are the people tasked with creating 
that content. This article is a short report on what you 
have done so far in 2015. 
 
At this writing (Spring 2015), there are three webinars 
planned. See p. 2 of this Newsletter for details.                                     
(Continued, p. 4) 
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that an article continues on another page. 
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the destination address. 

A Word from the 2015 Section Chair 

Nancy Petersen 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

January 1, 2015, marks the sixth anniversary of SSPA as an official section of ASA.  Since our inception,  

we have seen tremendous growth, and we should take stock of where we have been and where we hope to go 

now and in the future. Consequently, I have compiled a list of six accomplishments and areas for possible growth.  

Let us know what you think. 

1. Dozens of excellent presenters have given Webinars on various statistical analysis topics and computing 

techniques.  This year we have more planned (see p. 2 of this Newsletter) to enhance your programming 

knowledge.  Contact the Program Chair if you would like to give a future webinar! 

(Continued, p. 4) 

 

 

The styles available in this template allow you to change the look of your headlines and other text. The following is a 

list of some common styles and their uses. 

Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article. 

Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an article. 

Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s company. 

SIDEBAR HEAD - Use this style to type a second-level heading in a sidebar article. 

SIDEBAR SUBHEAD - Use this style to type a third-level heading in a sidebar article. 

Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a sidebar article. 

SIDEBAR TITLE - Use this style to type first-level headings in a sidebar article. 

Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the very bottom of each page. 

Heading1 - Use this style to create headlines for each article. 

Heading2 - Use this style to create section headings in an article. 

Jump To and Jump From - Use these styles to indicate that an article continues on another page. 

Mailing Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type the destination address. 

POSTAGE - Use this style in a mailing label to type postage information. 

Return Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type your address. 

Picture Caption - Use this style to type a description of a picture or illustration. 

Subtitle - Use this style to type sub-headings in an article. 
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Be Featured in This Newsletter! 

 

Are you involved in promoting statistics or programming in your community? Do you work with local school children, 

judge at science fairs, or coach a team for the Science Olympiad?  

 

The SSPA would like to highlight any activities that involve promoting statistical thinking, programming, and problem 

solving.  Send a picture and a short description of the event to the newsletter editor, Rick Wicklin. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 

Did you know that the SSPA sponsors web-based lectures on topics that are relevant to its members? The cost for SSPA 

members is only $40, and you are welcome to invite your friends and colleagues to watch the webinar with you. The 

following webinars will be scheduled soon, so start making plans. When the webinars are scheduled, you can register for 

the webinars online:  

 “Leveraging R and Shiny for Point-and-Click ADaM Analysis,” Ian Fleming, date and time TBD 

 “Reproducible Research in R,” Yihui Xie, date and time TBD 

 “Using SAS and LaTeX to Create Documents with Reproducible Results,” Tim Arnold, date and time TBD 

 

Do you know a good speaker for a future webinar? Contact Mike Carniello, the 2015 Program Chair. 

 

Why I Choose to Volunteer with the SSPA 

Robert Yerex 
UVA Health System 
 
I recently reached out to the SSPA officers and asked how I could get more involved in the section. Why? Well, I decided 
it was time to give back to the ASA. 
 
During the past 30 years of my professional career, I have attended conferences, read journals, and asked questions of 
ASA members. These activities have helped me in my work as a data scientist at the UVA Health System. My work 
involves building predictive models that target patient outcomes. I use statistical learning techniques to identify patients 
who are at risk so that care coordinators can focus their limited time where they are most likely to make a difference.  
 
Whereas “data mining” was once viewed with suspicion or as “reading tea leaves,” statistical learning techniques are 
now generally accepted. The acceptance did not happen overnight, but through the efforts of many skilled and insightful 
statisticians who developed the models and presented their work in ASA journals and at ASA conferences.  
 
These models would not be adopted at my workplace if I could not explain them to my colleagues. Many of the 
techniques I use are quite opaque and do not have an easy interpretation. Dealing with this interpretability gap is an 
area where I get a great deal of value from being a member of the ASA. Having the opportunity to communicate with 
other statisticians and find out how they explain complex models to their clients has been extremely helpful to me.  
 
By volunteering with the SSPA, I hope to give back some of what I have gained from the ASA. Have you benefited from 
your involvement in the ASA? Volunteering with the SSPA is a great way to pay it forward. 

mailto:Rick.Wicklin@sas.com
http://www.amstat.org/education/weblectures/index.cfm
http://www.amstat.org/education/weblectures/index.cfm
mailto:michael.carniello@astellas.com?subject=Idea%20for%20SSPA%20Webinar
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Midwest Biopharmaceutical Statistics Workshop 

 

The 38th annual Midwest Biopharmaceutical Statistics Workshop will be held at Ball State University (Muncie, Indiana), 

May 18–20, 2015. This year’s theme is Statistics for Personalized Medicine: Clinical Trial Design, Biomarker Identification, 

Diagnostics, Regulatory Perspectives and Beyond. 

 

You can register online and submit a poster abstract.   Early registration fee for the 2 ½ days’ workshop is $215 with 

meals included. Students are encouraged to apply for funding.  
 
In addition to an exciting schedule of plenary sessions, posters, and presentations, the workshop includes two short 
courses, each of which requires an additional $95 fee: 
 

 Techniques for Simulating Data in SAS  by Rick Wicklin, SAS 
 Regression Tree Methods for Subgroup Identification  by Wei-Yin Loh, University of Wisconsin 

 

Reflections on CSP 2015 

Nancy Wang 

Celerion 

This year was the fourth ASA Conference on Statistical Practice (CSP).  Held Feb 19–21 in New Orleans, the conference 
featured four tracks:  

 data modeling and analysis 

 big data prediction and analytics 

 software, programming, and graphics 

 communication, impact, and career development 
 
I presented a poster on professional development in 2014 and chaired a session in 2015. Following are my experiences 
and thoughts. 
 
The CSP is a smaller conference (~450 attendees) as compared to JSM.  All activities are on the same floor in one hotel.  It 
is very easy to go from presentation to presentation and to meet people. Poster sessions are located in the exhibit hall 
where there are refreshments.  It becomes a central place for attendees to gather and carry out conversations and 
discussions in a warm and cozy atmosphere. 
 
The CSP is very applied. I find it easy to find presentations that are relevant to what I do, or just get informed on what 
others are doing. Also, with only four concurrent sessions (one for each track), I don’t face the common JSM challenge of 
having to choose among several presentations that are all offered at the same time. 
 
The CSP offers presentations and workshops on a variety of non-technical skills. These are very helpful and generate a lot 
of good discussions. It is enlightening to hear other attendees share their experiences. 
 
The CSP enjoys good representation of attendees from different industries.  There are many master-level statisticians 
and graduate students, often from medical schools and colleges.  Two students were winners of awards for their 
outstanding work.  
 
The CSP is always held in a warm location in February.  Next year’s CSP is in San Diego. I think the CSP is a good 
conference, especially for people who find JSM a bit overwhelming. 
 

http://www.mbswonline.com/
http://www.mbswonline.com/?page_id=49
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A Word from the Section 

Chair (Continued from p. 1) 

 

2. We plan interesting sessions for the Joint Statistical 

Meetings.  We appreciate your submissions and hope 

you will continue contributing in the future.  Come see us 

at JSM at the business meeting/mixer and at our 

information booth.  

3.  Some of our members are working with local 

universities to inform students of the career openings in 

their field. We also have small grants for students and 

early-career statisticians to attend ASA meetings.  

4.   If your company has job openings for statistical 

programmers or analysts, post a note to the SSPA mailing 

list. What better way to reach 1,000 professional 

statistical programmers? 

5.  We have excellent officers who contribute their time 

and knowledge.  Being actively involved with SSPA is 

enriching in so many ways.  Consider running for office.  

You’ll be glad you did. 

And our Number 1 Accomplishment: 

6.  Our 1,000 members. You are our greatest strength 
and meeting your needs is our priority.  We need your 
input and participation now as much as ever!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture. 

This explosive growth was made possible by the officers 
and members. Our section has implemented innovative 
ideas that make us the envy of other ASA Sections. I still 

2015 SSPA Executive Committee 

Chair: Nancy Petersen 

Chair-Elect: Pandurang Kulkarni 

Past Chair: Vipin Arora  

Program Chair: Michael Carniello 

Program Chair Elect: Taylor Arnold 

Secretary: Lauren Bailey  

Treasurer: Nakisha Boulware Reid 

Publications Officer: Rick Wicklin  

Section Representative: Kuolong Hu 

Council of Sections Representative: Steven Kirby 

Section web page: 

http://community.amstat.org/SSPA/home/ 

 

Newsletter editor: Rick Wicklin 

A Word from the Program 

Chair (Continued from p. 1) 

 

At JSM 2015, our section put together one short course, 
one invited session, two topic-contributed sessions and 
one regular contributed session, in addition to co-
sponsoring a few other related sessions. 
 
For 2016, the vehicles will remain, and NEW content will 
be needed. And so I ask … what would you like to see in a 
webinar? Is there some topic that hasn’t been covered 
well that would benefit from a live presentation? Or, 
have you seen a great speaker who has great content and 
would present a great webinar? 
 
Similarly, if you have some ideas about an interesting 
JSM session – something lively and interesting and useful 
– please share it. Do not keep it to yourself! You can drop 
a note to Michael Carniello or the 2016 program chair, 
Taylor Arnold. 
 
Our section has done a decent job with content in its 
short existence. That continued success relies on you and 
your willingness to share your cool ideas and thoughts. 

 

 

 

 

See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture. 

The styles available in this template allow you to change 

the look of your headlines and other text. The following is 

a list of some common styles and their uses. 

Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article. 

Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an 

article. 

Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s 

company. 

SIDEBAR HEAD - Use this style to type a second-level 

heading in a sidebar article. 

SIDEBAR SUBHEAD - Use this style to type a third-level 

heading in a sidebar article. 

Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a sidebar 

article. 

SIDEBAR TITLE - Use this style to type first-level headings 

in a sidebar article. 

Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the 

very bottom of each page. 

Calling All Mentors! 

 

Several ASA sections have established mentoring 
programs in which an experienced member is matched 
with a less experienced member who has similar 
interests. For statistical programming, there are several 
possible ways to match mentors and mentees: By 
industry, by programming language, and so forth. 
 
 If you have interest in this program or opinions on 
whether it is a good idea, please contact Nancy Petersen, 
the 2015 Section Chair.  It is not clear whether our 
section will create a mentoring program, so we need to 
hear from you! 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2015/index.cfm
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2015/index.cfm
http://community.amstat.org/AMSTAT/Blogs/BlogViewer/?BlogKey=c9fe26a0-0f42-46e1-b0ff-b3d706bd8fbf
http://community.amstat.org/AMSTAT/Blogs/BlogViewer/?BlogKey=c9fe26a0-0f42-46e1-b0ff-b3d706bd8fbf
mailto:Nancy_Petersen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kulkarni_pandurang_m@lilly.com
mailto:varora@lilly.com
mailto:michael.carniello@astellas.com
mailto:tarnold20@gmail.com
mailto:Lauren.Bailey6@va.gov
mailto:nakishaboulwarereid@icloud.com
mailto:Rick.Wicklin@sas.com
mailto:kuolungh@amgen.com
mailto:Steven.Kirby@TheoremClinical.com
http://community.amstat.org/SSPA/home/
mailto:Rick.Wicklin@sas.com
mailto:michael.carniello@astellas.com
mailto:tarnold20@gmail.com
mailto:Nancy_Petersen@sbcglobal.net
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ASA Elections: Vote for SSPA Officers 

 

As mentioned several times in this newsletter, this is your section, and we want everyone to participate.  The easiest way 

you can participate in the shaping our future is to vote for the next batch of SSPA officers. 

 

ASA members can vote for officers between Friday March 13 and Friday, May 1. This year you can vote for the following 

SSPA positions:  

 Chair-Elect  

 Program Chair-Elect  

 Secretary  

 Treasurer  

 Publications Officer  

 Council of Sections Representative   

 

The ASA uses an election vendor. Please add support@votenet.com to your safe-sender list to ensure that you receive 

information about the ASA candidates. 

 

If you are eager to read the candidate biographies and statements, see the online edition of the AmstatNews.  

 

Are you disappointed that you missed the chance to run for an SSPA office? Contact the Past Chair Vipin Arora to submit 

your name for next year’s elections. 

mailto:support@votenet.com
http://blog.aweber.com/how-to-whitelist-us
http://magazine.amstat.org/blog/2015/03/01/asa-board-of-directors-candidates/
mailto:varora@lilly.com

