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Since its inception, the SSPA has seen 
phenomenal growth with an outstanding 
and successful record. This includes 
establishment of a newsletter, webinar 
sponsorship, and student sponsorship, to 
mention a few. This was made possible 
through the tireless efforts of the current 
and past SSPA leadership who have 
shown a great passion in supporting the 
goals of the Section. Collectively as a 
group of professionals, we must continue 
to solicit for and encourage new 
members to join the Section. We must 
continue to look for new opportunities to 
foster professional growth and continue 
on the path of learning new ideas, 
networking, and sharing best practices. 
We should also strive to identify new 
opportunities where we can make a 
contribution, such as the world of Big 
Data and Artificial Intelligence. I would 
like to challenge each one of us to 
continue supporting the various activities 
of the section and see to its continued 
growth and success. 

   

 

Member News       

 Section Member’s Note 
Some classroom ideas for motivating simulations: Greg 
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Member Spotlight 

Pandurang Kulkarni                                                                                 Page 2 
 

 Section News 
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 Treasurers Report 
We are looking for new ideas on how to effectively and efficiently spend 
our money, if you have any ideas or suggestions please reach out to us! 

      

     Upcoming Webinars and Awards 
Read about the remaining 2017 webinars. If you have any suggestions on 
future webinar topics please reach out to us, we’d love to hear from you!  
 

 

From Chair’s Desk 
SSPA Executive Committee 2018   
Chair: Melvin Munsaka 
(melvin.munsaka@abbvie.com) 

Program Chair: Kuolung Hu (kuolungh@amgen.com) 
 

Chair-Elect:  Jonathan Lisic (jlisic@gmail.com) 

Program Chair Elect: Bill Coar 

(WilliamC@axioresearch.com) 

Past Chair: Michael Carniello 

(michael.carniello@astellas.com ) 

Secretary: Mary Miller (miller_marianne@lilly.com)  

Treasurer: Amy Gillespie (amy_gillespie@merck.com) 

Publications Officer: Tasneem Zaihra 

(tzaihra@brockport.edu) 

Section Representative: Vipin Arora 

(varora@lilly.com) 

Council of Sections Representative: Cindy Wilson 

(c_lee@lilly.com) 

Section web page:  

http://community.amstat.org
/SSPA/home/ 

 
Follow us on Twitter at @SSPA.amstat! 

If you would like to be added to our monthly 
phone calls, please email Mary Miller @ 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

 

 

 

Pandurang Kulkarni, PhD  
Chief Analytics Officer and VP-Biometrics, 

Eli Lilly  
2016 SSPA Chair 

 
SSPA has been on very exciting journey, it 
is still rather a young Section but on a 
trajectory that several other ASA sections 
are curious to learn: “How did we get here 
so fast…?” It is the SSPA Founders’ vision 
and their passion, the time and energy of 
SSPA Members, Officers and Student 
Members that has resulted in a section 
that remains very active and has 1300+ 
members.  

 In 2016, when I was SSPA Chair, we 
developed the following Mission 
Statement: “SSPA Leads the 
Advancement of Statistical Programming 
through Innovative, Scientific & 
Technological Advocacy to Enable 
Solutions to Complex Problems”.  More 
progress have been made in the last 2 
years to pursue the mission but a lot more 
remains to be achieved in order to remain 
competitive and lead the initiatives that 
may include planning and implementing 
data analyses. The challenge remains the 
ability to update our skills especially by 
learning the modern tools and not remain 
constrained with traditional tools and 
software.  

Visual Analytics is being used in every 
business and the customer wants their 
questions answered “in the moment…” No 
one has time and patience to wait as was 
the case in the past. Our statistical 
programmers and data analysts with 
Visual analytics mindset need more 
overlap with this skillset now than any 
time before as otherwise we will miss how 
to get the “juices” that can quench the 
thirst of the customers….and remain on 
the fore fronts of decision making”.   Now 
is the time to take on this challenge and be 
the leaders not only in the analyses and in 
interpretation of the complex data but to 

become experts with the modern tools 
e.g., visual analytics for sharing the 
information at both macro and micro 
level.  These enhanced skill set is necessary 
for sharing the findings from complex 
datasets that may otherwise be missed 
using the standard reporting techniques. 

 I am very excited to share that in my 
organization, we continue to utilize data 
visualization techniques to address 
customer questions and the pool of this 
skill set is growing to catch up with the 
demand.  These efforts and additional 
skillset are being appreciated at all levels 
and the programmers are excited in 
learning and implementing these skills. I 
am asking the leaders who are members of 
SSPA to organize a summit to share their 
experiences in this area and share what 
additional measures need to be adopted 
for increasing awareness amongst 
Programmers and take advantages of this 
unique opportunity. This will be a great 
way to lead the way for our next 
generation of programmers. Other areas 
of collaborations are to host webinars with 
other ASA sections, e.g., Section of 
Consulting, Section of Graphics etc. and 
share the knowledge and maximize efforts 
to solve complex problems.  

In summary, it is time for us to shift our 
skills to the changing landscape to meet 
the new demands and continue lead the 
field of transforming data into more 
meaningful information. Staying with 
traditional approaches and traditional 
tools is simply not an option…  

“A comfort zone is the most dangerous area 
anyone can stay in. It is a place of no growth 
and no challenges”- Brian Cagfleey  

“A challenge can only become an obstacle 
when you bow to it.” – Ray Davis  

I want to thank SSPA Committee and all 
Members, active Founders for their 
continued support and dedication for this 
Section. I also look forward to provide my 
support in any way I can, to ensure that the 
journey that we have undertaken 
continues to be a role model for the other 
ASA Sections. 

 
 
 

 

Greg Cicconetti, PhD, Senior Principal 
Research Statistician, Statistics Innovation 

Statistics Sciences, DSS, AbbVie 

Motivating Simulations in the Classroom 

Looking for a way to motivate simulation in 
the classroom? Try playing some games! For 
a hands-on activity, pair students up with 
dice and have them record results for 
‘playing the pass line’ in craps: If the initial 
roll is 7 or 11 [2, 3, or 12], the player wins 
[loses]. For other outcomes, the player 
continues rolling until realizing their initial 
outcome (win) or 7 (loss). Items to record: 
number of rolls to complete game and 
whether it’s a win or loss. The instructor can 
tally results to obtain a pooled estimate while 
explaining how students were like cores a 
parallel computing machine. If your course is 
geared towards programming/simulation, 
consider your own variation of a board game 
inspired inquiry. Here’s one inspired by 
Monopoly: 

Basic question: In the game of Monopoly, if 
a token begins on ‘Go’, what is the 
probability of ‘going to jail’ on the ith roll of 
the die? 
 
Objective: A simulation should account for 3 
ways of being sent to jail: rolling doubles 3 
times in a row, landing on the ‘Go-to-Jail’ 
space, and resulting from chance/community 
chess cards. Output should be an empirical 
cumulative distribution plot for the random 
variable of interest. 
 
Discussion: This problem sounds like a 
‘geometric distribution application’. Why 
should we be wary of fitting the geometric 
distribution to simulated data? (The constant 
probability of success assumption and the 
independent trials assumptions are violated. 
Nonetheless, as gameplay continues, the 
geometric distribution becomes more 
reasonable. Why?) 
 
Follow-up variation: How is game play 
impacted if the rules are altered?  

 
  

MEMBER CONTRIBUTED 
ARTICLE 
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TO SIGN UP FOR UPCOMING 
WEBINARS GO TO  

 

To sign up for ASA web based lectures go to 

http://www.amstat.org/ASA/Education/Web-
Based-Lectures.aspx 

 

To sign Up for Midwest Biopharmaceutical 
Statistics Workshop’s Short Courses go to 

http://www.mbswonline.com/?p=1349 

Check out Clinical Graphs Using SAS, Sanjay 
Matange, SAS Institute Inc. 

Abstract: Graphs used in the Health and Life 
Sciences domain and Clinical Research have 
special requirements for display of data in a clear 
and concise manner including raw data and 
derived statistics. Data needs to be displayed by 
treatment, visit and other classifiers along with 
related information such as Subjects at Risk 
aligned with the horizontal or vertical axis. 

This presentation will introduce you to the key 
concepts of the SGPLOT and SGPANEL 
procedures including the layering of plot 
statements to create the clinical graph. We will 
review the process and features by creating 
graphs commonly used in the Pharmaceutical 
industry. These include Mean Change in QTc by 
Visit, Distribution of ASAT by Time and 
Treatment, Survival Plot, Forest Plots, Adverse 
Event Timeline, Waterfall Chart for Change in 
Tumor Size, Distribution of Maximum LFT Values 
by Treatment, Swimmer Plot, Panel of LFT Shifts 
by Treatment and Immunology Profile. 

Required: Basic SAS programming skills. 

 

 
 

 

 

Royal Statistical Society: The RSS 
recognizes the importance of programming 
skills for statisticians and data scientists 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/rss-
recognises-importance-programming-skills-
data-stuart-mckendrick    

https://www.rss.org.uk/RSS/Training/Public_
courses/RSS/pro_dev/RSS_training_courses_
sub/public_training.aspx?hkey=80752d6b-
205c-4865-8068-ab827079ced2  

PSI remit: The group decided to focus on the 
use of R software in the industry. We are now 
working to investigate R validation, how R 
can be used in submissions and to provide 
training in the more recent advances in 
software such as R shiny, RStudio, 
RNotebook and high performance 
computing.  

http://www.psiweb.org/about-us/sigs-
special-interest-groups/aims  

 
 

TREASURERS REPORT 

Thanks to all of our members and 
successful events over the years, SSPA 
has accumulated a large balance within 
our ASA account.  

Balance as of November 2017: 
$53,980.58 

As our section continues to grow, we 
expect that our balance will continue to 
increase as well. That being said, SSPA 
would like to hear from its members on 
ways that we can efficiently and 
effectively spend our money! If you have 
any ideas or suggestions, we would love 
to hear from you! Please send any 
comments to Amy Gillespie: 
amy_gillespie@merck. 

 

 

TRAINING ON PROGRAMMING 

 
SSPA at the Upcoming JSM 2018 

TRAVEL GRANT  

SSPA has a small grant program to pay 
the primary registration fees for section 
members who have recently graduated 
and who want to attend an ASA 
conference. Applications should be 
received at least 6 weeks prior to the start 
of a conference. 

To learn more about eligibility 
requirements and to apply please visit 
http://community.amstat.org/sspa/events
/new-item 

We have 3 grant winners in 2018:   
 

 Haozhe Zhang – Iowa State 
University – 2018 Symposium on 
Data Science and Statistics  

 
 Dominique McDaniel – Purdue 

University – JSM  and Woman in 
Statistics & Science  

 
 Sarah Lotspeich – Vanderbilt 

University of School and Medicine – 
JSM  
 

 Yumin Zhang- Purdue University -
JSM 

 

SSPA SPONSORED SESSIONS 

Topic Contributed Paper - The World of Data 
Analysis Professionals  

Topic Contributed Panel - Four Decades of 
Statistical Consulting 

Contributed Poster- Contributed Poster 
Presentations: Section for Statistical 
Programmers and Analysts 

Invited Panel- Transforming of Statistical 
Programmers and Analysts: Past, Current and 
Future 

Invited Panel- Choose Your Own Adventure: 
Next Steps in a Programming/Analysis Career 

Contributed Papers - Best practices for 
programming and analysis 

 

 

Upcoming Courses 
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