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A Word from the  

2015 Program Chair 

Michael Carniello 

Astellas Pharma 

Our section had some good content in 2015: 
webinars covering both R and SAS languages, a full 
program at JSM2015, and good discussions in our 
ASA discussion group. 
 
But what’s next in 2016? As I ponder that question, 
I’m led not to an answer, but to more questions! 
 
When we contemplate our programming careers, 
what is the best way to sharpen our skills? Is it 
better to go deep or go wide? Should we foster our 
technical skills for employment purposes or to 
scratch our personal curiosity? 
(Continued, p. 4) 
 

A Word from the 2015 Section Chair 

Nancy Petersen 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

Despite having been an ASA member for a number of years, I had never considered  
volunteering until a few years ago.  
 
I first met members of the Section for Statistical Programmers and Analysts at their information table at 
the 2011 JSM. I stopped by to learn more about the Section, and soon I was helping staff the table and 
judging posters for a Section award. It was a great experience, and shortly after that I decided to run for 
SSPA Program Chair-Elect. I did not know anything about being Program Chair, and at first I was 
apprehensive. But ASA staff and current and past SSPA officers were always there to help when needed. 
(Continued, p. 4) 

 

 

The styles available in this template allow you to change the look of your headlines and other text. The following is a 

list of some common styles and their uses. 

Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article. 

Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an article. 

Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s company. 

SIDEBAR HEAD - Use this style to type a second-level heading in a sidebar article. 

SIDEBAR SUBHEAD - Use this style to type a third-level heading in a sidebar article. 

Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a sidebar article. 

SIDEBAR TITLE - Use this style to type first-level headings in a sidebar article. 

Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the very bottom of each page. 

Heading1 - Use this style to create headlines for each article. 

Heading2 - Use this style to create section headings in an article. 

Jump To and Jump From - Use these styles to indicate that an article continues on another page. 

Mailing Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type the destination address. 

POSTAGE - Use this style in a mailing label to type postage information. 

Return Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type your address. 

Picture Caption - Use this style to type a description of a picture or illustration. 

Subtitle - Use this style to type sub-headings in an article. 

Use PullQuote to excerpt text from the main text of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the page. See 
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Highlights of JSM 2015 

Vipin Arora, Mark Matthews, and Mike Messner 

 

 JSM 2015 in Seattle from August 8th - 12th was once again a very fulfilling conference.   The conference activities along 

with ~6,000 other attending statisticians and their families made it a wonderful place for learning, knowledge sharing, 

and networking.  It was located at the Washington State Convention Center and neighboring hotels.  Below is a little bit 

about how our section contributed to the success of the conference. 

SSPA sessions:  What is a successful conference without sessions that promote discussion of programming concepts, 
theories, and techniques that are used for statistical analysis?   We had 19 SSPA-sponsored sessions.  Among them were 
a Continuing Education course, multiple Topic Contributed papers and posters, and an Invited session.  If you did not get 
a chance to attend one of the sessions, you can search the 2015 JSM program for the sessions that were sponsored by 
the Section for Statistical Programmers and Analysts.   The search will show the abstracts and authors for SSPA-
sponsored presentations.   
 
Sunday SSPA Officer meeting:    It has been a tradition to have past and current SSPA officers gather for dinner before 
the conference really gets rolling. The officers discussed key business items in a room at the Sheraton Hotel and enjoyed 
sharing a meal at the Palomino restaurant.  Seattle is full of good eats and culture.  The food was certainly good, but 
more importantly, we enjoyed each other’s company.  Due to several officers who were unable to attend this year’s 
JSM, only five officers attended the dinner. Nevertheless, the spirit of the SSPA section was evident as we discussed 
ways to serve our members. 
 
Planning for JSM 2016 & 2017: Mike Messner represented  
SSPA at meetings of the 2016 and 2017 Program Committees. 
The 2017 meeting was the first for that group (whose  
members will be program chairs-elect in 2016), and was 
mainly to introduce key ASA staff and provide an overview 
of the planning process.  The 2016 meeting (for our current  
program chairs-elect) focused on scheduling. Although the  
September 3 deadline (Sept 3) for the Invited Sessions has 
passed, you can still submit abstracts of Topic Contributed  
and Contributed sessions, including papers, posters,  
and panel discussions.   
 

 
 

 

Pandurang Kulkarni, 2016 Chair, addresses members at the 
SSPA Mixer at the Grand Hyatt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 
SSPA-sponsored webinars are cheap and easy ways to improve your statistical programming skills. You can register for 

the SSPA webinars online, and the same site lists webinars from other ASA sections. Our next webinar is 

 “Leveraging R and Shiny for Point-and-Click ADaM Analysis,” Ian Fleming, October 8, 11:00-12:30 ET 

 

Do you know a good speaker for a future webinar? Contact Taylor Arnold, the 2016 Program Chair. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2015/onlineprogram/index.cfm
http://www.amstat.org/education/weblectures/index.cfm
http://www.amstat.org/education/weblectures/index.cfm
mailto:tarnold20@gmail.com?subject=Idea%20for%20SSPA%20Webinar
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Have Pictures to Share? 

 
Do you love taking pictures? Do you have pictures from the recent JSM or another ASA-sponsored event? The SSPA 
would love to feature members in future newsletters. We can also post images on the SSPA web site. In fact, the site 
contains several images from the 2015 JSM. Click on the “Library” link (login required) from the SSPA web site to see if 
you are in one of them!  
 
If you have pictures you want to share, please contact Mike Messner.   
 

The SSPA Conference Booth 

Members Provide Feedback and Suggestions via iPad Survey 

 
The SSPA booth was staffed from Sunday noon through Wednesday afternoon, thanks to the coordination of Vipin Arora 
and Kuolung Hu (shown in the photo).  We were located near the middle of a line of other booths.  Having the booths 
arranged in this way enabled a good traffic flow. Of course our legendary free freshly-baked cookies helped draw 
attendees to our booth! We also provided individually wrapped protein bars to eat.   
 
The SSPA booth solicited volunteers to join SSPA officers at the booth. This provided members the opportunity to 
propose and discuss ideas with section officers, as well as learn more about our section. 
 
We had an iPad and a Guest Book available at the booth.  The iPad contained a survey for any ASA members who wished 
to provide feedback on the SSPA. Forty-two people took the survey. We collected 40 email addresses. Several visitors 
were interested in finding out how they can be more involved in Section’s activities.  
 
The survey was brief and to the point, just the way people liked it according to their feedback! The app was designed to 
collect data about people’s interests and suggestions for making our section even better.  Special thanks to Lauren Bailey 
who designed the app.    
 
Results of 42 Responses: 

 Surprisingly, 71% were not member of SSPA, while 24% were members. The remaining were not sure. 

 40% of individuals who stopped by the table were affiliated with academia, 30% with pharma, and 12% 
government. 

 Areas of interest included statistical modeling (22%), data visualization (21%), topics in R (19%), SAS 
programming (13%), missing data (11%), and clinical data marts (10%). 

 Nearly half of the participants in the survey (44%) were  
interested in running for an SSPA office! Interests included  
program chair (23%), council of sections representative  
(23%), secretary (19%), treasurer (19%), and publications  
officer (12%). 

 

 

 

http://community.amstat.org/sspa/home
mailto:mjaymessner@gmail.com?subject=Picture%20of%20SSPA%20Activities
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A Word from the Section 

Chair (Continued from p. 1) 

Actively participating in the Section has greatly 
enhanced my ASA experience. As the SSPA Program 
Chair-Elect, I helped organize roundtables for JSM. 
As the Program Chair, I marveled at the knowledge 
and experiences of SSPA members who gave short 
courses and Invited and Contributed sessions. I 
networked with officers of other ASA Sections and 
discovered how hard the ASA staff and leadership 
work on behalf of its members. I put together 
webinars about topics that interest statistical 
programmers and analysts. I realized the generosity 
of so many statisticians who were willing to share 
their knowledge with others. 
 
Through my volunteer activities, I worked with 
many wonderful colleagues on initiatives such as 
the SSPA mixer and the information table, where my 
many positive experiences with SSPA began.  
 
I also serve in other ASA activities that provide me 
with more chances to contribute. On the Committee 
on Membership Retention and Recruitment, I have 
worked with a great group of individuals from 
academia, government, and industry. Our charge is 
to promote and preserve membership in ASA, and 
we have opportunities to conduct surveys and 
develop initiatives to meet our charge.  

ASA has an array of opportunities for you to expand 
your leadership skills and increase your network of 
colleagues. I encourage you to read these 
testimonials: 

 Saying ‘Yes‘ to ASA Enhances Career 

 Turn Off the TV and Volunteer at the ASA 

 How to Get Involved in ASA Volunteer Activities 

Contact an SSPA officer to become involved within 
the Section, or get in touch with ASA for other 
chances to volunteer. I assure you that you will gain 
so much from the experience, whether you are a 
student, a recent graduate, or a seasoned 
professional. 

A Word from the Program 

Chair (Continued from p. 1) 

That is, should we focus more on expanding our 
breadth of statistical programming languages? 
Maybe pick up that book on SAS, or Matlab, or 
Mathematica? 
 
Or maybe it’s better go deep into some nuance of an 
R package – or pick up some techniques in the SAS 
graphing procedures? 
 
And there’s more: there’s also a need that we 
develop meta-programming skills. Knowing some 
statistical package isn’t enough these days; I believe 
programmers also need to have scripting skills in 
environments like the Unix shell, Perl, Java, and 
various web interfaces. 
 
And what about statistics? That field is ever-
changing and expanding. It’s best that we not 
stagnate at the level of statistical knowledge we had 
when we finished our formal training. 
 
We could also choose to focus more on the 
industries and environments in which we find 
ourselves. We work in banking, or pharma, or 
aerospace, or whatever – and there’s always more 
to learn about these fields. 
 
I’ve prepared detailed answers to all of these 
questions, but I see I’ve run out space (just kidding 
about that last part). 
 
So that’s a challenge for 2016 and beyond – what’s 
next? 
 
You can answer that question by proposing sessions 
or papers or webinar topics that interest you. With 
your help, the SSPA can provide our members with  
information and choices.  
 
What’s next? You decide! 
 

http://magazine.amstat.org/blog/2014/09/01/volunteer/
http://stattrak.amstat.org/2013/03/01/volunteer/
http://www.amstat.org/sections/educ/newsletter/v2n1/Landwehr.html
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SSPA Mixer and Business Meeting 

 
On Monday night at JSM the SSPA held its annual mixer and business meeting, which included door prizes, food, drink, 
and networking opportunities. Some members said that our yearly mixer is the best mixer of the conference. It is filled 
with opportunities to socialize, have fun, eat well, and listen to our section’s past successes and what’s coming for the 
following year.  
 
Dominique Williams welcomed the attendees and opened the business meeting at the mixer. Pandu Kulkarni, our 
chair-Elect, delivered some key messages to our group.  He summarized that we are the fastest-growing ASA section 
with 1,100 members and still growing.  His vision is to continue to grow; we have the opportunity to make our section 
bigger and greater.   
 
Vipin Arora (on behalf of Nancy Petersen, Current Chair) provided an update of key Section’s activities.  Vipin also 
extended awards to the student winners of the Monsanto grant. The Monsanto winners were Tianxi Li and John 
Palowitch. They each received $500 for JSM costs and were 
honored at the mixer.  Recipients of the SSPA travel grant were 
also honored, such as Robin Jeffries Donatello, who is shown in the  
photo to the right. 
 
Vipin also announced a new grant from Axio Research Inc. to  
provide support to students at JSM 2016. Thanks to Bill Coar  
and Amber Randall for their work establishing the Axio grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SSPA member Catherine Durso from the University of 
Denver discusses her poster at JSM 2015. 

2015 SSPA Executive Committee 

Chair: Nancy Petersen 

Chair-Elect: Pandurang Kulkarni 

Past Chair: Vipin Arora  

Program Chair: Michael Carniello 

Program Chair Elect: Taylor Arnold 

Secretary: Lauren Bailey  

Treasurer: Nakisha Boulware Reid 

Publications Officer: Rick Wicklin  

Section Representative: Kuolung Hu 

Council of Sections Representative: Steven Kirby 

Section web page: 

http://community.amstat.org/SSPA/home/ 

 

Newsletter editor: Rick Wicklin 
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