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Louis B. Cantor, MD – 
Chair
Louis B. Cantor, MD, is the Jay C. and Lucile L. Kahn Professor 
and former Chair of the Department of Ophthalmology, Eugene 
and Marilyn Glick Eye Institute at the Indiana University School of 
Medicine. He completed his undergraduate and graduate medical 
education at Indiana University and was an ophthalmology resident 
at Indiana University, graduating in 1984. In 1985, he completed his 
glaucoma fellowship at Wills Eye Hospital in Philadelphia under the 
direction of George L. Spaeth, MD Dr. Cantor joined the Indiana 
University Department of Ophthalmology as Director of the Glaucoma 
Service in 1985. From 1986 to 1989, Dr. Cantor also served as Chief 

of Ophthalmology at Wishard Memorial Hospital (presently known as Eskenazi Health, Indianapolis, Indiana). 
From 1996-2006, he served as Director of the Ophthalmology Residency Program for the department, a role 
which he re-assumed in 2018. In 1999, he attained the rank of Professor of Ophthalmology. Dr. Cantor served 
as Chair from 2008 through 2017. Dr. Cantor is a frequent invited lecturer and has presented several named 
lectureships. He is the recipient of multiple grants and has published over 120 abstracts and 90 peer reviewed 
publications.

Dr. Cantor served as a member of the American Academy of Ophthalmology Board of Trustees and on the 
Executive Committee, as well as Senior Secretary for Education from 2013 through 2018,in addition to 
multiple previous appointments. Dr. Cantor is a member of the American Medical Association, the Indiana 
State Medical Association, the Association for Research and Vision in Ophthalmology, the American Glaucoma 
Society, the American Ophthalmological Society, and other professional organizations. He is an Associate 
Examiner for the American Board of Ophthalmology and has served as a scientific advisor and reviewer for 
many ophthalmology publications, including the journals, Ophthalmology, American Journal of Ophthalmology, 
Archives of Ophthalmology, Journal of Glaucoma and others.
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Vicente Anido, Jr., PhD
Vicente Anido, Jr., PhD currently serves as Chief Executive Officer 
and Chairman of the Board of Aerie Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a publicly 
traded, clinical-stage pharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, 
development and commercialization of first-in-class therapies for the 
treatment of patients with glaucoma and other diseases of the eye.

Dr. Anido is the former President, Chief Executive Officer and Director 
of ISTA Pharmaceuticals, Inc., which was acquired by Bausch + Lomb, 
Inc. in 2012. Prior to joining ISTA Pharmaceuticals, Dr. Anido served as 
general partner of Windamere Venture Partners from 2000 to 2001. 
From 1996 to 1999, Dr. Anido served as President and Chief Executive 
Officer of CombiChem, Inc., a drug discovery company. From 1993 to 
1996, Dr. Anido served as President of the Americas Region of Allergan, 

Inc., where he was responsible for Allergan’s commercial operations for North and South America. Prior to 
joining Allergan, Dr. Anido spent 17 years at Marion Laboratories and Marion Merrell Dow, Inc., including as 
Vice President, Business Management of Marion’s U.S. Prescription Products Division. Dr. Anido currently 
serves as a member of the boards of directors of Depomed, Inc., the West Virginia University Foundation, and 
Biocom (a San Diego based member driven organization providing opportunities to life science companies and 
their employees). Dr. Anido holds a BS and a MS from West Virginia University and a PhD from the University 
of Missouri, Kansas City.



4 ags foundation advisory board

Thomas W. Burns
Thomas W. Burns has served as our president, chief executive officer 
and as a member of our board of directors since March 2002. Mr. Burns 
has also been a member of the board of directors of DOSE Medical 
Corporation since October 2009 and served as its chief executive 
officer and president from March 2010 until June 2015. Mr. Burns has a 
proven record of building successful medical device and pharmaceutical 
businesses and creating successful new markets in ophthalmology. 
Mr. Burns has more than 25 years of direct ophthalmic management 
experience, including over 20 years of general management experience 
across a broad range of ophthalmic medical devices, ophthalmic 
pharmaceuticals, drug delivery technologies, surgical products and 
over the counter products. Prior to joining our company, Mr. Burns led 
Eyetech Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (acquired by OSI Pharmaceuticals, Inc.) 

as its president and chief operating officer, and a director. From 1990 to 1997, Mr. Burns served as senior vice 
president and general manager of Chiron Vision Corporation (acquired by Bausch & Lomb, Inc.), and then as 
vice president, global strategy and general manager, refractive surgery of Bausch & Lomb from 1998 to 2000. 
Mr. Burns has also served as an entrepreneur in residence at Versant Ventures Management, LLC, an entity 
affiliated with one of our principal stockholders. Mr. Burns received a B.A. from Yale University.

We believe Mr. Burns’ extensive understanding of our business, operations and strategy, as well as significant 
industry experience and corporate management skills and experience qualify him to serve on our board of 
directors.
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Gerald D. Cagle, PhD
Jerry is an experience pharmaceutical executive with managerial, 
technical and business experience spanning more than three decades. 
He served in key leadership roles at Alcon, the world’s largest eye care 
company. Starting as a senior scientist in microbiology, he held several 
positions or increasing responsibility at Alcon, including Vice President 
of Product Development and Vice President of Regulatory Affairs. 
During his last 13 years at Alcon, he was a Senior Vice President and 
Chief Scientific Officer. While at Alcon, Jerry was a regular contributor 
to new drug applications (NDAs) and premarket approvals (PMAs), 
he holds approximately 20 issued patents and has authored numerous 
publications. Jerry currently serves as a board member for Graybug 
Vision.
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Jimmy Cliff
“I discovered I had glaucoma about 18 years ago. I have undergone 
operations and have managed to keep it stable with help of great Doctors 
to whom I am extremely grateful.” – Jimmy Cliff

Jimmy Cliff was born James Chambers on April 1, 1948, in Somerton 
District, St. James, Jamaica. He began his career as a musician, singer 
and actor by writing songs while still in primary school there, and later 
developed his talents while at Kingston Technical High School.

While receiving his secondary education, Cliff began entering local 
talent contests and pursuing potential producers. By the time he was 
14, Cliff had released several singles, including “Hurricane Hattie” -- 
the hit that launched his career. Soon after, he was producing local hits 

regularly and garnering attention throughout his birth country. In 1964, 16-year-old Cliff was chosen to be one 
of Jamaica’s representatives at the World’s Fair. He then signed with Island Records and moved to the United 
Kingdom. In the late 1960s, Cliff’s career took off, and he began collaborating with and receiving recognition 
from well-known musicians, including Bob Dylan.

Cliff began acting when he was in his early 20s. He starred in, and produced much of the soundtrack for, the 
reggae film The Harder They Come (directed by Perry Henzell) in 1972, which met great success around the 
globe, bringing reggae to an international audience for the first time. The movie was also known as one of the 
top college campus attractions of its era. The soundtrack featured four songs by Cliff and songs by a number of 
other artists, including Desmond Dekker.

With reggae suddenly high on the music industry’s radar, Cliff’s success continued to grow. He released a series 
of albums, toured for several years, recorded with well-known artists, including Kool & the Gang, Sting, Annie 
Lennox and the Rolling Stones, and won a Grammy Award for Best Reggae Album. In 1988, his song “Shelter of 
Your Love” was featured in the hit film Cocktail.

In 1995, Cliff collaborated with another musician on the song “Hakuna Matata” for the soundtrack of the 
film The Lion King. The song was also released as a single. In 2002 he performed at the closing ceremony of 
the Commonwealth Games, and the following year, a song of his was included in the soundtrack of the film 
Something’s Gotta Give.

On October 20, 2003, the Jamaican government honored Cliff, awarding him one of the nation’s top three 
honors, the Order of Merit, in recognition of his contributions to the film and music of Jamaica. He is the only 
living musician to hold this distinction. On March 15, 2010, Cliff was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame. Upon learning of his nomination for the induction, Cliff said, “This is good for Cliff, good for Jamaican 
music and good for my country.”
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Roger Mason, Jr.
“Things work in mysterious ways. Lo and behold, we have injuries, and 
he had the opportunity to play. He’s one of those stories of a guy who 
wouldn’t give up.” said NBA veteran Antawn Jamison. Multi-talented 
and hardworking are just two adjectives that can be used to describe 
NBA veteran and NBPA Deputy Executive Director Roger Mason 
Jr. Born on September 10, 1980 to the late Roger Mason Sr., an eye 
surgeon, and Marsha Mason-Wonsley, a registered nurse. Mason Jr. is a 
man of many talents and a notable icon in the world of basketball. After 
his father’s passing at a tender age of 10, Mason Jr. made the difficult 
decision to put his childhood behind him and become a goal oriented role 
model to his three younger siblings. He began to focus on his education 
and used the sport he loves, basketball, as a catalyst to become the 
success he is today. 

Mason Jr. grew up in the Washington D.C. area. He attended primary school at Grace Episcopal Day School. 
He first attended high school at Sidwell Friends School, where he was named MVP at the school as a freshman. 
He then transferred to Our Lady of Good Counsel High School for his sophomore, junior, and senior years. 
Mason Jr. led Good Counsel to their best basketball year ever, with 29 wins and a number 19 final ranking on 
the USA Today Super 25 list. At Good Counsel he scored a total of 1,426 points. He was named 1999 All-
Metropolitan first team by The Washington Post, All-Washington Catholic Athletic Conference (WCAC), 
and all-county by the Montgomery Journal newspaper. He was also named 1999 Powerade “Mr. Basketball”, 
awarded to the best player in the Washington, D.C. area. 

Following his dominance of high school basketball, the 6-foot-5 shooting guard was coveted by many colleges. 
He was named to the All-Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) third team. To compliment his numerous 
accolades, Mason was named Academic All American during his three years at the University of Virginia. Mason 
studied architecture during his time at UVA. Soon after, Mason Jr. took his game to the NBA. He experienced a 
long basketball career that has included six teams in eleven NBA seasons, with stints overseas playing in Greece 
and Israel. Mason Jr. carved a reputation for hitting both clutch shots and providing locker-room experience, 
most notably when he averaged 11.8 points in the 2008-2009 seasons with the San Antonio Spurs and nailed 
multiple game-winners. He was able to gain valuable basketball knowledge and life lessons while under the 
tutelage of some of the great NBA coaches such as Greg Popovich, Eddie Jordan, and Monty Williams. 

Following his career as a basketball player, Mason Jr. wanted to stay close to the game he loves. He wanted 
to utilize the knowledge and experiences he had gained throughout his time as a player, to better the player 
relations with the Association and fans. For an experienced basketball professional, Mason Jr. continues to 
better himself and live up to his high expectations of a role model. He lives every day with his heart on his sleeve, 
trying to make those around him better. Mason Jr. passes on his hardworking mentality to his young children 
and carries on his father’s memory.



8 ags foundation advisory board

James V. Mazzo
James V. (Jim) Mazzo is Global President for Carl Zeiss Meditec’s 
Strategic Business Unit Ophthalmic Devices, which includes 
Ophthalmic Diagnostics, Surgical Ophthalmology and Refractive 
Lasers. Carl Zeiss Meditec has the broadest line of diagnostic and 
surgical products in the industry and has been an innovative leader in 
medical technology for over 100 years.

Mazzo is one of the ophthalmic industry’s best known and most 
respected business leaders with over 38 years of proven experience. 
His global reputation for building and running world-class organizations 
is based on 22 years leading Allergan’s North American and European 
eye care organizations; 7 years as Chairman, President and CEO of 
Advanced Medical Optics (AMO); 4 years as EVP of Abbott’s global 

ophthalmology business; 3 years as Executive Chair and CEO of AcuFocus.

Additionally, he is Chairman of Neurotech, a retinal implant company and is founder and on the executive 
committee of OCTANe. He is a member of the International Intraocular Implant Club (lllC), is Leerink’s 
Special Advisor Medical Devices and is Executive Committee Board Member with the Medical Device 
Manufacturers Association (MDMA). Mazzo is on the ASCRS Governing Board, the AAO Foundation 
Advisory Board, the ICO Foundation Advisory Board, the AGS Foundation Advisory Board and serves on 
NASA’s Mission to Mars Committee.

His accomplishments and contributions to the healthcare industry and business and educational communities 
include serving as Board Chairman for AdvaMed; on the University of California at Irvine foundation; as Vice 
Chair Trustee Chapman University; as past trustee for University of San Diego; and recognized two times on 
The Ophthalmologist’s Power List as a top influencer in ophthalmology today.
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Ravi Nallakrishnan
Ravi Nallakrishnan is the President & Founder of ASICO, an ophthalmic 
instruments company that has pioneered innovation in surgical 
instrumentation for over 35 years. He turned ASICO into a brand that 
is synonymous with innovation and quality, frequently working with top 
surgeons & KOLs from around the world to develop new instrument 
designs for the latest techniques with an emphasis on surgical efficiency 
and superior patient outcomes. He is the owner of over 30 patents 
associated with instrument designs and other ophthalmic innovations.

Ravi is also the President & Founder of P.S. Therapy, a pharmaceutical 
company committed to harnessing the powerful effects of a proprietary 
non-micellar platform to develop and enhance transformative 
formulations in the treatment of ophthalmic diseases and other 

therapeutic areas.

Outside of ophthalmology, Ravi is the managing director of the Asia Engineering Company, a well-established 
construction company based in Chennai, India. Ravi is a highly experienced executive in diverse fields with 
a demonstrated ability to lead diverse teams of professionals to new levels of success in a variety of highly 
competitive industries, cutting-edge markets, and fast-paced environments. He carefully analyzes an 
organization’s critical business requirements, identifies deficiencies and opportunities, and develops innovative 
and cost-effective solutions.
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Mildred M.G. Olivier, MD, 
FACS
Mildred M.G. Olivier, MD, is Assistant Dean for Diversity, Professor of 
Surgery, and Director of Global Health at Chicago Medical School of 
Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science and a glaucoma 
consultant at John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County. She is 
CEO and founder of the Midwest Glaucoma Center. She completed 
her residency at Harlem Hospital/ Columbia University in NY and her 
fellowship at Kresge Eye Institute at Wayne State University.

Dr. Olivier served as a board member of the American Glaucoma 
Society Foundation, American Academy of Ophthalmology and serves 

as AAO delegate to the American Medical Association. She is section co-chair for Development of Global 
Initiatives on AAO’s David E.I. Pyott Glaucoma Education Center, and also past president of Women in 
Ophthalmology and the Chicago Glaucoma Society. Dr. Olivier served on NEI’s Advisory Council, ARVO’s 
Women’s Task Force and currently chair of the Diversity Initiatives Committee. She headed the task forced 
for the Minority Ophthalmology Mentoring Program in conjunction with the AAO and AUPO and chairs the 
Engagement Day portion of the program to increase under-represented individuals in medicine.

Dr. Olivier is an internationally recognized spokesperson on glaucoma, fighting health care disparities in 
vulnerable populations, and medical relief efforts in Haiti. Her work appears in major, peer-reviewed journals. 
She is co-editor of Global Health and Volunteering Beyond Borders and co-authored two chapters in Valley of 
Hope discussing successful pipeline programs like the Rabb Venable Excellence in Ophthalmology Research 
Program and CYPASS. She serves on the committee of the Glaucoma Research 360 program and Principle 
Investigator of the first AGS /AAO IRIS Registry grant to look at racial and demographic patterns of MIGS 
utilization. Dr. Olivier is one of the co-authors of the Glaucoma Section in Clinical Eye Atlas. She co-authored 
chapters in The Glaucoma Book, a Practical, Evidence-Based Approach to Patient Care and Maintaining the Target 
Intraocular Pressure. She is often called upon to speak at national and international medical conferences.

Dr. Olivier’s awards include the Bernice Z. Brown Award, AGS’s Humanitarian Award, the Roman-
Barnes Award, AAO’s Secretariat Award, AMA’s Dr. Nathan Davis Award and PAAO’s Benjamin F. Boyd 
Humanitarian Award.
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David E. I. Pyott, CBE
Former Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer 1998-2015

During his 17 year tenure, Allergan was transformed from a small 
eye care business with about $1 billion in sales to a global specialty 
pharmaceutical and medical device company, with sales over $7 billion in 
2014. Mr. Pyott was recognized by Harvard Business Review as one of 
“The 100 Best Performing CEOs in the World” in 2014 (ranked #4).

Allergan has been the fastest growing global ophthalmic company for 
many years and is globally #1 or #2 multiple specialty areas: ophthalmics, 
medical aesthetics, medical dermatology, neurology, and urologics. 
The company’s strategy was based on customer focus, investment in 
R&D, creation of new markets and commercial prioritization of high 

growth products. As an innovator with a strong background in consumer marketing, Mr. Pyott recognized the 
potential of BOTOX® to be used for cosmetic and therapeutic purposes. Allergan’s investment in Research 
& Development increased from less than $100 million in 1998 to over $1 billion in 2014, with the company 
creating an industry-leading Research & Development pipeline.

In 2006, Mr. Pyott was bestowed with the honor of Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (CBE) by Her Majesty the Queen in acknowledgement of his contribution to British business 
excellence and management skills in the United States. In 2010, he received an honorary degree, the UCI 
Medal, and the Moacyr Gold Medal for services to Brazilian ophthalmology.

Before Allergan, Mr. Pyott served as the Head of the Novartis Nutrition Division and as a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Switzerland-based Novartis AG, having worked 17 years in Switzerland, Austria, 
Spain, Malaysia and the United States.

Mr. Pyott holds a Diploma in International and European Law from the Europa Institute at the University of 
Amsterdam, a Master of Arts degree from the University of Edinburgh and a Master of Business Administration 
degree from the London Business School.

Mr. Pyott is Lead Director and a member of the Board of Directors of Avery Dennison Corporation and a 
member of the Supervisory Board of Royal Philips in the Netherlands. He is Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Chapman University, a member of the Governing Board of the London Business School, President 
of the International Council of Ophthalmology Foundation and is on the Advisory Board of the Foundation of 
the American Academy of Ophthalmology. He formerly served on the Board, on the Executive Committee and 
as Board Secretary of the Biotechnology Industry Organization as well as on the Board of Edwards Lifesciences 
Corporation.
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Calvin W. Roberts, MD
Calvin W. Roberts, MD is a Senior Vice President and the Chief Medical 
Officer at Bausch and Lomb. A specialist in cataract and refractive 
surgery, Dr. Roberts is credited with developing surgical therapies, over-
the-counter products for vision care, prescription ocular therapeutics 
and innovative treatment regimens. Dr. Roberts holds patents on the 
wide-field specular microscope, used for corneal endothelial studies, and 
has done extensive research on ophthalmic non-steroidals and post-
operative cystoid macular edema.

Dr. Roberts is a Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology at Weill Medical 
College of Cornell University, and a founding member of the board of 
directors of Alimera Sciences. A graduate of Princeton University and 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University, Dr. 

Roberts completed his internship and ophthalmology residency at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in New York. 
Dr. Roberts also completed cornea fellowships at Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary and the Schepens Eye 
Research Institute in Boston.
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Brent L. Saunders, MBA, 
JD
Brent Saunders is Chief Executive Officer and President of Allergan plc 
(formerly Actavis pls). He previously served as Chief Executive Officer 
and President of Forest Laboratories and had served as a Director of 
Forest since 2011.

Mr. Saunders has significant healthcare industry expertise and a proven 
track-record leading business transformations and integrations.

Prior to Forest, he was chief executive officer of Bausch + Lomb, a 
leading global eye health company, serving in this capacity from March 

2010 until August 2013.

Mr. Saunders also held a number of leadership positions at Schering-Plough, including the position of president 
of Global Consumer Health Care and was named head of integration for the company’s merger with Merck & 
Co. and for Schering-Plough’s acquisition of Organon BioSciences.

Before joining Schering-Plough, Mr. Saunders was a partner and head of Compliance Business Advisory at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. Prior to that, he was chief risk officer at Coventry Health Care and senior vice 
president, Compliance, Legal and Regulatory at Home Care Corporation of America. Mr. Saunders began his 
career as chief compliance officer for the Thomas Jefferson University Health System. Mr. Saunders serves on 
the Board of Trustees of the University of Pittsburgh. He is also the former Chairman of the New York chapter 
of the American Heart Association. He is a member of the Business Council and PhRMA.

Mr. Saunders, 45, earned his MBA from Temple University School of Business, his J.D. from Temple University 
School of Law and his bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh.
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Brian L. Schwam, MD
Dr. Schwam currently serves as Senior Medical Director, R&D External 
Innovation and Medical Science Strategy for Johnson and Johnson 
Surgical Vision. In this role, he leads Medical Affairs efforts for Cataract 
and Refractive surgical equipment, supporting both R&D and product 
life-cycle management. In addition, Dr. Schwam is responsible for the 
development and execution of global post-market evidence generation 
strategies and he partners with the External Innovation and Business 
Development teams in evaluation of new technologies. Most recently, 
Dr. Schwam served as Chief Medical Officer for Johnson and Johnson 
Vision Care, Inc., during which he had responsibility for the Global 
Clinical and Medical Affairs organizations. In 2007, Dr. Schwam joined 
Vision Care as Director, Medical Affairs and Ocular Sciences where he 
focused on both combination product development in R&D and Medical 

Affairs within Vistakon Pharmaceuticals. He subsequently led the Clinical Affairs organization including Clinical 
Operations, the Vistakon Research Clinic, and Data Management and Biostatistics.

Prior to joining Johnson and Johnson, Dr. Schwam practiced ophthalmology for 12 years in the specialty 
of cornea/external disease, cataract, and refractive surgery both in private practice and at the Mayo Clinic 
in Jacksonville, FL where he was Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology. While in practice, Dr. Schwam 
was a frequent lecturer on corneal disease and cataract/refractive surgery to eye-care providers and other 
medical professionals. Dr. Schwam graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the Pennsylvania State University with 
a B.S. in Microbiology and received his Medical Degree from the Jefferson Medical College (now Sidney 
Kimmel Medical College) of Thomas Jefferson University. He completed his Ophthalmology Residency at 
the Cleveland Clinic Foundation (Cole Eye Institute) and his Fellowship in Cornea and External Diseases at 
the New England Eye Center, Tufts University School of Medicine and Ophthalmic Consultants of Boston. 
Dr. Schwam is the author of multiple book chapters and articles in peer reviewed journals. He is a member 
of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the Vision Is Priceless Council (VIP) and is an active 
participant in the Volunteer HealthCare Provider Program at several locations in Northeast Florida. He is a 
fellow of the American Academy of Ophthalmology.
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Alfred Sommer, MD, 
MHS
Dr. Sommer is an inaugural Johns Hopkins University Gilman Scholar, 
a Johns Hopkins University Distinguished Service Professor, and Dean 
Emeritus of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
He is a Professor of Epidemiology and International Health at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and Professor of 
Ophthalmology at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 
He served as Dean of the Bloomberg School from 1990-2005.

Sommer received his MD from Harvard Medical School (1967) and 
his Master of Health Science in Epidemiology from the Johns Hopkins 

School of Public Health.

Sommer’s research interests include outcomes assessment; blindness prevention strategies; child survival; and 
the growing interface between medicine and public health.

Sommer has published 6 books and over 300 scientific articles and has chaired scientific and advisory 
committees of the National Institutes of Health, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, World Economic 
Forum, and the American Academy of Ophthalmology.

He has received numerous awards, including the Albert Lasker Award for Clinical Research; the Pollin Prize for 
Pediatric Research; The Laureate Award of the American Academy of Ophthalmology; the Helmut Horten 
Medical Research Award; the Charles A. Dana Award for Pioneering Achievements in Health; the Prince Mahidol 
Award (from His Majesty the King of Thailand); the Dan David Award (Tel Aviv University); the Warren Alpert 
Foundation Prize; the Joseph E. Smadel Award of the Infectious Diseases Society of America; the Danone 
International Prize for Nutrition; the Lucien Howe Medal of the American Ophthalmological Society; the Thomas 
Francis Medal of the University of Michigan; and the Duke Elder International Gold Medal for Contributions to 
Ophthalmology.

He has delivered over 70 named lectureships, including the Jackson Memorial Lecture (American Academy of 
Ophthalmology), Duke Elder Oration (Royal College of Ophthalmologists), De Schweinitz Lecture (College 
of Physicians, Philadelphia), Dohlman Professor Lecture (Harvard Medical School), Doyne Lecture (Oxford 
Ophthalmologic Congress), and the Kimura Lecture (University of California, San Francisco), among others.

Sommer is a member of both the National Academy of Sciences and the Institute of Medicine, is Past President 
of the Association of Schools of Public Health, is past Chair of the Board of the Albert and Mary Lasker 
Foundation, and holds the 19th Chair of the Academia Ophthalmologica Internationalis.
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Ramin Valian
Ramin Valian has over two decades of sales leadership, marketing 
and strategic planning experience in the specialty pharmaceutical 
and biotech business, and over 14 years’ experience in the U.S. Eye 
Care market. Since joining Allergan in 2005 he has held many senior 
leadership positions of increasing responsibility in operational and 
strategic roles. In addition to his current leading the Interventional 
Glaucoma business, he is also responsible for the reimbursement 
teams focusing on supporting access for patients and practices in eye 
care. During his tenure at Allergan, he has led the launches of 6 major 
products, including most US eye care licensing opportunities in devices 
as well as pharma. In addition, he led the Global Eye Care Strategy group 
as Vice President of Global Strategic Marketing, where he directed and 
lead the global commercial strategy and activities designed to increase 

the net value of the Allergan Eye Care franchise working in collaboration with the R&D as well as Business 
Development. He has experience in a variety of segments and therapeutic areas including General Medicine 
and Diagnostics.
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Robert N. Weinreb, MD
Robert N. Weinreb MD is the Distinguished Professor and Chair of 
Ophthalmology at the University of California San Diego. He also 
is the Director of both the Shiley Eye Institute and the Hamilton 
Glaucoma Center, holder of the Morris Gleich Chair in Glaucoma, 
and Distinguished Professor of Bioengineering. He received his 
medical degree from Harvard Medical School and degree in electrical 
engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

The recipient of numerous prestigious awards and prizes for his research, 
innovation and clinical excellence, he has trained more than 150 post-
doctoral fellows, many of whom hold distinguished positions in academia 
and industry. He is a past President of the Association for Research 
in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO), American Glaucoma Society 

(AGS), World Glaucoma Association (WGA), American Glaucoma Society Foundation (AGSF), and the Latin 
American Glaucoma Society (LAGS). With Roger Hitchings and Erik Greve, he founded the World Glaucoma 
Association.
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