
 

 

 Women In IP Law Committee 2017 Community Service Event Recap  
Thank you to the 
Event Co-Chairs 

 Carol Thorstad-Forsyth of Fox Rothschild LLP 
  Judy Yee  of Microsoft Corp. 
  Ellen Smith  of Sughrue Mion, PLLC 

 

Letter From the Women in IP Law Committee’s Leadership In 2017, the Women in Intellectual Property (IP) Law Committee organized its second Community Service Event in which AIPLA members, family and friends volunteered to make a positive impact in their local communities.  The second Community Service Event was a resounding success.   Thanks to the steadfast dedication and commitment of the co-chairs (shown in the left column), the Community Service Events were held at 16 sites within the United States and Canada.  These United States sites were located on the East and West Coast, as well as in the Midwest.  The event offered women in IP the opportunity to establish and strengthen relationships in their respective geographic regions while helping those in need during the holiday season.   A huge thank you to each of our hosts for making these local community services events a success!  This document is dedicated to sharing event experiences through photos and comments provided by our hosts.  For more event coverage, visit the AIPLA Women in IP Law Committee – Outreach Subcommittee Microsite at  http://www.aipla.org/committees/committee_pages/Women_in_IP_Law/Pages/Outreach-Subcommittee.aspx. We hope that you will continue to strengthen relationships established by our committee’s Community Service and other networking events.  We look forward to your participation at the 2018 Community Service Event. Best Wishes, 
 

 

Deborah (Bea) Swedlow,              Committee Chair               
 

Melissa Buss,                           Committee Vice Chair 
  

 



 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT Thank you for supporting AIPLA and our Women in IP Law Committee during the 2016-2017 membership cycle.  You—along with thousands of other attorneys, educators and affiliates, dedicated to serving legal and creative communities in America and abroad—are AIPLA.  Your membership and support has enabled our organization to make significant strides as an innovator, powerful advocate and visible global leader in intellectual property.  AIPLA remains committed to providing our members with high quality education, outreach, advocacy and membership service—and we need your continued support and engagement.  If your membership needs to be renewed, please visit http://bit.ly/1J4LDxP and login with your username and password.  Or, if you would prefer to renew offline, please contact AIPLA’s Membership Services team at 703.415.0780, Monday thru Friday from 9am-5pm (EDT) or email memberservices@aipla.org. Mark your Calendar for: AIPLA’s Spring Meeting May 15-17, 2018 Westin Seattle, Seattle, WA Women in IP Committee’s 2018 Global Networking Event April 19, 2018 Locations in Argentina, Canada, China, Columbia, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Italy, Netherlands, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Spain, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and the United States   For more information about hosts and locations see  https://www.aipla.org/committees/committee_pages/Women_in_IP_Law/Pages/Outreach-Subcommittee.aspx. AIPLA’s Annual Meeting October 25-27, 2018 Washington, DC  



 

 

2017 WOMEN IN IP COMMITTEE’S COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT 

 Discover the benefits of AIPLA membership Visit website http://www.aipla.org/about/join/Pages/Member-Benefits.aspx to find out more about the following member benefits. 
• Networking opportunities 
• Earn CLE online or in-person 
• Exclusive membership discounts 
• AIPLA committees and programs 
• Access to IP news and updates 
• AIPLA online career center 
• And much more! 

Alexandria, Virginia                        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Atlanta, Georgia                     In November, Troutman Sanders, partnered with the CURE Childhood Cancer organization (https://curechildhoodcancer.org/).  The event was a “MANIs for a Cure” event, wherein guests joined Troutman Sanders for networking and manicures (along with drinks and snacks) to raise money for CURE Childhood Cancer.  



 

 

Thank you to the 2017 Community Service Event Host Representatives for their time and effort in planning their respective events. Merchant & Gould:  Mary Bram  Troutman Sanders: Alexis Simpson  Norton Rose Fulbright: Tamsen Barrett, Crystal Wallingford  Mintz Levin: Lisa Adams,  Clare Murphy  UNLV School of Law: Marketa Trimble  Shook Hardy & Bacon: Amy Foust  Robins Kaplan LLP: Marla Butler  Sherwood Law Offices: Sara Rhoades  Andrews Kurth Kenyon: Lindsay Littler  Klarquist: Carla Todenhagen, Salumeh Loesch  Myers Bigel: Laura Kelley  Shumaker Sieffert Darcy Shukla  Workman Nydegger: Brittany Frandsen  Davis Wright Tremaine LLP Joanne Montague Barrie Handy  Fox Rothschild LLP Carol E. Thorstad-Forsyth  Perry Currier Kao IP: Andrew Currier, Christine Yeung   

Austin, Texas   In November, Norton Rose Fulbright partnered with Girlstart, a local non-profit that provides supplemental STEM education to K-12 girls in Texas (http://girlstart.org/).  Volunteers helped Girlstart prepare materials for their spring after school programs.   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Boston, Massachusetts   

For the second year in a row, members of AIPLA from Boston and surrounding communities spent a Saturday morning at Cradles to Crayons, a nonprofit that works to distribute essential items to disadvantaged children.  Cradles to Crayons serves over 140,000 children every year in Massachusetts by working with local partners to distribute items like winter coats, shoes, clothes, books and other necessities.  On December 16, 40 colleagues and their families worked together to sort through clothing donations and put together “Kid Packs” for over a hundred children.  The effort was led by Lisa Adams from Mintz Levin who also spearheaded last year’s event.  Thank you to all of our volunteers for donating their time and helping to make the holiday season brighter for so many kids across Massachusetts    



 

 

                                                     
                                                     Interested in finding about other endeavors of the Women in IP Committee? Visit:   http://www.aipla.org/committees/committee_pages/Women_in_IP_Law/Pages/default.aspx.   Interested in joining our Lean-In Circle? 
Visit:   

http://www.aipla.org/com
mittees/committee_pages/
Women_in_IP_Law/Page
s/Personal-and-
Professional-
Development-
Subcommittee.aspx. 

 

 

Las Vegas, Nevada   A class was taught by law students of William S. Boyed School of Law.  The class provided an overview of some of the first steps in securing a brand and protecting unique works, names, symbols, designs and logos that distinguish goods and services.  The class was open and free to the public.   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Miami, Florida 
 

     The 2017 Women In IP Cares service event in Miami, Florida was a beach clean-up at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park.  The volunteer got a little over an hour of work in before thunderstorms forced them to clear the beach, but in that time they collected several bags of trash.  The most common items collected were bottle tops and plastic film covers for the straws on drink boxes, along with a variety of broken plastic and styrofoam bits.  There was a noticeable improvement in the appearance of the dunes and picnic areas when the volunteers left.  The cloudy skies and strong breeze would not have been great for sunbathing, but the volunteers were grateful for the cool weather while they worked.  They are looking forward to reassembling next year! 



 

 

        Follow the Women in IP Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Minneapolis, Minnesota  
          On December 14, 2017, Robins Kaplan partnered with Books for Africa.   Books for Africa was started by lawyers and heavily supported by Thomson Reuters.  The organization sends law books to developing countries in Africa, and it’s expanded beyond law books more recently.  Volunteers learned about the organization and spent time sorting books.  Volunteers also brought books for donation as well.  After sorting books, volunteers went to a women owned Urban Growler Brewing Company for further fun and networking.    ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Missoula, Montana  

 As part of the Community Service Event in December, the Montana IPL Section hosted simultaneous, live workshops called Community Copyright Registration Workshop in 3 Montana cities – Butte, Missoula, and Billings.  Between the 3 locations we had about 20 participants.  I’ve attached one photo of the Missoula workshop hosted at the Missoula Public Library. 



 

 

How to get involved with Women in IP? 
Contact the Chairs: 

 
Advancement & Retention 

 
Lacy Kolo 

LKolo@HL.com.com 

Outreach 

 
Carol Thorstad-Forsyth 

cforsyth@foxrothschild.com 
 

Personal & Professional 
Development 

 
Amy Schmid 

aschmid@wenderoth.com 
 

Presence & Branding 
 

Tiffany Fidler 
tfidler@BrooksKushman.com 

 

            
                 Sabrina Miller 
      sabrinaqmiller@gmail.com 

Ontario, Canada  
     

 PCK IP proudly hosted the AIPLA Women in IP community service event for 2017 on Dec. 3, in Toronto, Ontario. We partnered with Second Harvest charity to ask Loblaw grocery shoppers to donate a frozen turkey to those in need. The volunteers on our shift succeeded in getting 40 turkeys donated; a truly worthwhile cause and a fun time! ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Salt Lake City, Utah  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Seattle, Washington   



 

 

 

  
Palo Alto, California  
       The American Intellectual Property Law Association, in collaboration with Andrews Kurth Kenyon LLP, hosted a volunteer event at the Second Harvest Food Bank on December 9, 2017.  Participants joined other volunteers to sort and box 19,500 pounds of pears for low-income families and seniors.  Andrews Kurth Kenyon also provided a monetary donation to the food bank.  Second Harvest is based in Silicon Valley, and provides food to more than one quarter of a million people every month.  For more information about how you can support Second Harvest, please visit https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/f5_FCo2vjLuPy7Kwu1wk9f?domain=shfb.org.  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Portland, Oregon  Klarquist held a donation drive for the  Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children.        



 

 

Raleigh, North Carolina  
      Myers Bigel hosted the 2017 Community Service Event on November 30, 2017.  We packed nearly 300 breakfast bags filled with non-perishable breakfast foods to be distributed by Meals on Wheels of Wake County and wrote cards for the recipients.  Our donation has helped supplement the hot meals distributed by Meals on Wheels for seniors during the holiday season. ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- St. Paul, Minnesota  
       On Friday, November 17, 2017, Shumaker & Sieffert, P.A. hosted a volunteer event at Feed My Starving Children in Eagan, MN as part of the Second Annual AIPLA Women in IP Community Service Event for the Twin Cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis, MN. AIPLA members and their families assembled and packaged rice-based meals destined for children in Haiti. Along with other volunteers, the group helped to pack a total of 255 boxes or 55,080 meals during the two hour shift. Two of the work stations that included AIPLA volunteers were recognized for packing the most boxes with 35 at each station! Shumaker & Sieffert, P.A. was proud to organize this event and host a lunch for the volunteers afterward.  



 

 

 

West Palm Beach/Ft. Lauderdale, Florida  
    In December, Fox Rothschild and the Florida Association for Women Lawyers partnered with the Palm Beach Country Food Bank (www.pbcfoodbank.org) to help with the Second Annual Empty Bowls Event.  This annual event brings the community together to feed those in need locally.  Those who donated money to the cause received a hand-crafted bowl and sampled a variety of soups from local restaurants.  All proceeds were used to help feed those in need during the holiday season.  The volunteers assisted with setting up, bussing tables, helping with pottery, distributing bowls, serving as cashiers, distributing wristbands, working the donation station and water station, and cleaning up.   


