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Community Service Event Recap  

Thank you to the 

Event Co-Chairs 

 

Carol Thorstad-
Forsyth of Fox 
Rothschild LLP 

 

 

Judy Yee  
of Microsoft Corp. 

 

 

Sylvia Chen  
of Google 

 

Letter From the Women in IP Law Committee’s Leadership 

In 2016, the Women in Intellectual Property (IP) Law Committee launched a new 
Community Service Event in which AIPLA members, family and friends 
volunteered to make a positive impact in their local communities.  The first ever 
Community Service Event was a resounding success.   Thanks to the steadfast 
dedication and commitment of the co-chairs (shown in the left column), the 
Community Service Events were held at 20 sites within the United States.  These 
sites were located on the East and West Coast, as well as in the Midwest.  The 
event offered women in IP the opportunity to establish and strengthen 
relationships in their respective geographic regions while helping those in need 
during the holiday season.   

A huge thank you to each of our hosts for making these local community services 
events a success!  This document is dedicated to sharing event experiences 
through photos and comments provided by our hosts.  For more event coverage, 
visit the AIPLA Women in IP Law Committee – Outreach Subcommittee Microsite 
at  
http://www.aipla.org/committees/committee_pages/Women_in_IP_Law/Pages/
Outreach-Subcommittee.aspx. 

We hope that you will continue to strengthen relationships established by our 
committee’s Community Service and other networking events.  We look forward 
to your participation at the 2017 Community Service Event. 

Best Wishes, 

 

 

Randi Karpinia,                       

Committee Chair              

 

 

Deborah (Bea) Swedlow,                   

Committee Vice Chair 

  
 



 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Thank you for supporting AIPLA and our Women in IP Law Committee during 
the 2015-2016 membership cycle.  You—along with thousands of other 

attorneys, educators and affiliates, dedicated to serving legal and creative 

communities in America and abroad—are AIPLA.  Your membership and 
support has enabled our organization to make significant strides as an 
innovator, powerful advocate and visible global leader in intellectual property.  
AIPLA remains committed to providing our members with high quality 
education, outreach, advocacy and membership service—and we need your 
continued support and engagement.  

If your membership needs to be renewed, please visit http://bit.ly/1J4LDxP and 
login with your username and password.  Or, if you would prefer to renew 
offline, please contact AIPLA’s Membership Services team at 703.415.0780, 
Monday thru Friday from 9am-5pm (EDT) or email memberservices@aipla.org. 

Mark your Calendar for: 

AIPLA’s Spring Meeting 

May 17-19, 2017 
San Diego, CA 

Women in IP Committee’s 2017 Global Networking Event 

May 4, 2017 
Locations in Australia, Canada, China, Columbia, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Germany, India, Italy, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Peru, and the United States  
 
For more information about hosts and locations see  
http://www.aipla.org/committees/committee_pages/Women_in_IP_Law/Committee%20Documents/List
%20of%20confirmed%20hosts%202017%20for%20website%20%28Oct%2024%2c%202017%29.pdf. 

AIPLA’s Annual Meeting 

October 19-21, 2017 
Washington, DC 

 



 

 

2016 WOMEN IN IP COMMITTEE’S COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT 

 

Discover the benefits of 

AIPLA membership 

Visit website 

http://www.aipla.org/about

/join/Pages/Member-

Benefits.aspx 

to find out more about the 

following member benefits. 

• Networking 

opportunities 

• Earn CLE online or in-

person 

• Exclusive membership 

discounts 

• AIPLA committees and 

programs 

• Access to IP news and 

updates 

• AIPLA online career 

center 

• And much more! 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

                       
In November, Troutman Sanders, partnering with the Atlanta Children’s 
Shelter and AIPLA Women in IP, hosted a holiday photo party allowing 
guests and their families an early opportunity to take photos with Santa.  
This event was organized by Alexis Simpson and Cameron Ellis of 
Toutman Sander.  The Atlanta Children's Shelter (http://www.acsatl.org/) 
provides free, quality day care, and emotional support, educational 
curriculums, and focused social services for homeless children and their 
families.  Through this well attended event, we collected much needed 
donations of almost $900 in cash and checks and over 1,000 diapers, pull 
ups, and baby wipes to assist this charity during the holiday season. 



 

 

Thank you to the 

2016 Community Service 

Event Host Representatives 

for their time and effort in 

planning their respective 

events. 

Troutman Sanders: 

Alexis Simpson, 

Cameron Ellis 

 

Norton Rose Fulbright: 

Tamsen Barrett, 

Crystal Wallingford 

 

Precipice IP: 

Angela Grayson 

 

Mintz Levin: 

Lisa Adams 

 

DLA Piper: 

Tracy Zawaski 

 

Dentons: 

Juanita DeLoach 

 

Lathrop & Gage LLP: 

Donna Gonzales, 

Michele Washington 

 

Cantor Colburn LLP 

Taylor Coon 

 

Baker & McKenzie 

Yon Sohn 

 

UNLV School of Law 

Marketa Trimble 

 

UNLV IP Law Society 

Katherine Fox 

 

Sherwood Law Offices 

Sara Rhoades 

 

Ladas & Parry 

Janet Cord 

 

National Association of 

Women Layers 

Concitta Cavin 

 

 

 

Austin, Texas 

 

     

Tamsen Barrett and Crystal Wallingford of Norton Rose Fulbright hosted 
the AIPLA Women In IP Committee’s Community Service Event on 
November 30, 2016 at Girlstart (http://www.girlstart.org/).  The group of 
women helped Girlstart prepare materials for their spring after school 
programs.  In particular, the women helped put together soil and sand 
samples to be used in a lesson on erosion and canyon formation. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bentonville, Arkansas 

                      
On December 7, 2016, Angela Grayson of Precipice IP, PLLC hosted a 
regional legal event to benefit the Northwest Arkansas Women’s Shelter 
at Precipice IP’s McClain Road offices.  The event provided an opportunity 
for the legal community to support the work of the shelter in raising 
awareness and assistance to women and families of domestic violence. 
Attendees included the Northwest Arkansas Women’s Shelter staff and 
Board of Directors, as well as survivors of domestic violence.  The event 
also included local businesses, regional attorneys, as well as Walmart 
Stores, Inc. legal department attorneys who provide pro bono assistance 
to the shelter.  Attendees were asked to provide food for holiday meals for 
shelter outreach families as well as money donations.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 

2016 Community Service 

Event Host Representatives 

for their time and effort in 

planning their respective 

events. 

 

Andrews Kurth Kenyon 

Lindsay Littler 

 

Klarquist 

Carla Todenhagen, 

Salumeh Loesch 

 

Shumaker Sieffert 

Darcy Shukla 

 

Holland & Hart 

Jennifer Junkin 

 

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

Joanne Montague 

Barrie Handy 

 

Head, Johnson & Kachigian 

Cassandra Wilkinson 

 

King & Spalding 

Jennifer Burdman 

Ashley McCabe 

Ellen Mirshak 

 

Fox Rothschild LLP 

Carol E. Thorstad-Forsyth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

    

                             

Boston, Massachusetts 

 

    
On December 10, 2016, Lisa Adams of Mintz Levin hosted an event at 
Cradles to Crayons (https://www.cradlestocrayons.org/).  Attendees 
were assigned to stations at which they assembled customized "kidpacks" 
for kids in need.  Each station did something different (e.g., opening bags 
of donated clothing, sorting clothes into sizes, putting outfits together, 
book sorting station, toy testing station, shoe sorting station, and a 
shopping station where orders are fulfilled).  Attendees brought items to 
donate (e.g., socks, underwear, PJs, diapers, etc.).     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chicago, Illinois 

   

 

  

    
On December 14, 2016, Tracy Zawaski hosted a fundraiser on behalf of 
Enchanted Makeovers (http://www.enchantedmakeovers.org/) at the 
offices of DLA Piper.  The event raised several thousand dollars for its 
beneficiary, Enchanted Makeovers, on Enchanted Makeovers’ 10th 
anniversary.  Enchanted Makeovers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit with a 
mission to empower women, children and female veterans while they re-
build their lives out of homelessness.   

 



 

 

 

                                                     

 

                                

Interested in 

finding about 

other 

endeavors of 

the Women in 

IP Committee? 

Visit:   

http://www.aipla.org/co

mmittees/committee_pa

ges/Women_in_IP_Law/P

ages/default.aspx. 

 

 

Interested in 

joining our 

Lean-In Circle? 

Visit:   

http://www.aipla.org/com

mittees/committee_pages/

Women_in_IP_Law/Page

s/Personal-and-

Professional-

Development-

Subcommittee.aspx. 

 

 

 

Dallas, Texas 

 

       
Juanita DeLoach of Dentons hosted an event at the North Texas Food Bank 
(http://web.ntfb.org/page.aspx?pid=253) on December 17, 2016.  
Attendees sorted 9 pallets of food, which is enough to make 11,250 meals.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Houston, Texas 

 

 
On December 6, 2016, Yon Sohn of Baker & McKenzie hosted an event at 
the Houston Food Bank’s Portwall Warehouse location 
(http://houstonfoodbank.com).  Volunteers split into two groups.  The 
first group worked at the call center, where they took in requests from 
those in need around the Houston community for Christmas baskets to be 
delivered.  The second group worked in the warehouse, breaking down 
tons of donated food in mixed boxes and pallets and sorting them by type.  
The second group sorted about 5000 meals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow the 

Women in IP 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denver, Colorado 

 

   

As part of AIPLA’s Women in IP Cares inaugural event, Donna Gonzales 
and Michele Washington of Lathrop & Gage LLP teamed up with Girls, Inc. 
of Metro Denver (http://www.girlsincdenver.org/home.html) to host a 
fun and exciting night at the USPTO Denver Office on Wednesday, 
November 30th.  The event included an evening of mentorship, 
networking, and entertainment geared towards empowering select high 
school girls as they begin their journey through college and life.  In the 
format of speed networking, the 31 guest mentors along with the 15 
student guests rotated table by table and discussed some tips and tricks 
for interviewing and navigating career paths, how to be Strong, Smart & 
Bold®, and much more!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hartford, Connecticut 

 
On December 3, 2016, Taylor Coon hosted an event at Easter Seals Capital 
Region’s (http://www.easterseals.com/hartford/) Windsor facility.  
Attendees decorated Easter Seals Capital Region’s Windsor facility’s 
lobby/common areas for the holidays, brought gifts for the Easertseals’ 
School to Life Program students, and wrapped and tagged the gifts for 
individual students. 



 

 

 

How to get 

involved with 

Women in IP? 
Contact the Chairs: 

 
Advancement & Retention 

 
Melissa Buss 

 
Meg Boulware 

mboulware@boulwarevaloir.c

om 

 

Outreach 

 
Carol Thorstad-Forsyth 

cforsyth@foxrothschild.com 

 

Personal & Professional 

Development 

 
Jessica Ergmann 

jessica.ergmann@draeger.com 

 

Presence & Branding 

 
Hetal Kushwaha 

hkushwaha@markclerk.com 

 

 

 Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

  
 

On November 18, 2016, from 3 to 5 pm, the William S. Boyd School of Law 
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, hosted a Community Service 
Program during which 11 law students under the supervision of their 
professors (Professor Marketa Trimble and Professor Mary LaFrance) and 
local attorneys taught a “Boyd Community Class in Intellectual Property 
Law” (“the Class”).  More than 70 members of the public attended the 
Class.  The Class assisted the growing community of local artists, creators, 
developers, and innovators who are in need of information about IP law 
basics and about the ways in which they may protect their rights to their 
ideas, art, inventions, and other creations.  The Class is part of the Law 
School’s Community Service Program, which has helped more than 60,000 
residents of the State of Nevada since the School’s opening in 1998 
(https://law.unlv.edu/free-legal-education).    

IP Law Society 

Additionally, Katherine Fox of UNLV’s IP Law Society organized a 
volunteer event that involved sorting and packaging food to be distributed 
to the food insecure children across the Las Vegas valley.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Missoula, Montana 

 

Sarah Rhoades hosted a Copyright Application Workshop event on behalf 
of AIPLA on November 30, 2016.  The event comprised a short (30-40 
minute) slide presentation about copyright law and completing an 
application.  Then, IP attorneys helped participants fill out copyright 
application forms. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Palo Alto, California 

 

    

The American Intellectual Property Law Association, in collaboration with 
Lindsay Littler of Andrews Kurth Kenyon LLP, hosted a volunteer event at 
the Second Harvest Food Bank on December 10, 2016.  Participants joined 
other volunteers to sort and box more than 10,000 pounds of mandarin 
oranges for low-income families and seniors.  Andrews Kurth Kenyon also 
provided a monetary donation to the food bank.  Second Harvest is based 
in Silicon Valley, and it provides food to more than a quarter of a million 
people every month.  For more information about how you can support 
Second Harvest, please visit http://www.shfb.org.       

  



 

 

Portland, Oregon 

 

On December 4, 2016, Klarquist partnered with Portland Friendly House 
(https://www.friendlyhouseinc.org/) to volunteer at the Staver 
Locomotive Holiday Steam Up event.  This event was organized by Carla 
Todenhagen and Salumeh Loesch of Klarquist.  Attendees helped sell raffle 
tickets, make and serve popcorn and cider, help with children's crafts and 
general set up, tear down.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

 

   

AIPLA members and their families in the Twin Cities of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, Minnesota volunteered with the Second Harvest Heartland 
food bank on Thursday, December 29, 2016.  This event was organized by 
Darcy Shukla of Shumaker & Sieffert, P.A.  The 21 volunteers helped to 
pack crackers into one pound bags for distribution to families struggling 
with hunger throughout Minnesota and Western Wisconsin.  The group 
packed over 1,000 pounds of crackers in about two hours, helping to 
contribute to the over 10,000 pounds of food packed by all the volunteers 
on Thursday morning. 

 



 

 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

   

Jennifer Junkin of Holland & Hart hosted on event on November 16, 2016.  
At this event, the Salt Lake City IP attorneys partnered with the AIPLA and 
the YWCA to bring warmth and friendship to people in need in our 
community.  They joined the women and children in residence at the 
YWCA for a holiday craft night, preparing handmade presents and 
decorations to give to loved ones during the holidays. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Seattle, Washington 

 

On November 16, 2016, Joanne Montague and Barrie Handy of Davis 
Wright Tremaine’s (“DWT”) hosted an event.  AIPLA members and others 
convened at DWT offices for a networking reception and community 
service event supporting King County Sexual Assault Resource Center 
(“KCSARC”).  Attendees supported KCSARC by making donations and/or 
purchasing a variety of items (journals, school supplies, stress coloring 
kits, etc.) for KSCARC clients and their families.   

KCSARC provides sexual assault-related services for people of all ages in 
King County, Washington, while working toward the ultimate goal of 
eliminating sexual violence and abuse from our communities.  Executive 
Director, Mary Ellen Stone, as well as board member Lawton Penn, who is 
an attorney and the managing director of DWT DeNovo, provided the 
attendees with information about KCSARC. 



 

 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

  

In December, Cassandra Wilkinson of Head, Johnson & Kachigian, P.C. 
(“HJK”) held a clothing and toy drive for the Henry Zarrow Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit at The Children’s Hospital at Saint Francis in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  The drive was a great success.  HJK collected dozens of items 
for the NICU babies.  The NICU at The Children’s Hospital at Saint Francis 
is a 58 bed Level IV NICU serving nearly 850 newborns and their families 
annually from Oklahoma and neighboring states.  NICU patients are babies 
born prematurely or with an illness or condition that requires the highest 
level of care.  Babies may stay in the NICU for days, weeks, or even 
months.  Donations make it possible for the NICU to provide clothes and 
toys as the babies develop.  These comforts help ease a difficult time for 
the babies and their families.  Thank you to everyone who participated in 
this event! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Washington, DC 

 

On December 9, 2016, King & Spalding hosted an invent that involved an 
IP informational presentation at the Thurgood Marshall Academy to 
introduce students to the IP law community in their 
neighborhood.  School supplies were collected for donation to the 
Thurgood Marshall Academy.  This event was organized by Jennifer 
Burdman, Ashley McCabe and Ellen Mirshak of  King & Spalding.   

 



 

 

 

New York, New York 

  

On November 2, 2016, Janet Cord of Ladas & Parry and the National 
Association of Women Layers collaborated to host a volunteer event for 
the Food Bank of New York City (http://www.foodbankny.org/).  The 
volunteers sorted and stocked food and other supplies with Seniors. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

West Palm Beach/Ft. Lauderdale/Miami, Florida 

 

   

On December 10, 2016, Carol Thorstad-Forsyth of Fox Rothschild hosted 
an event for volunteering at Feeding South 
Florida(http://feedingsouthflorida.org/).  Feeding South Florida is the 
sole Feeding America food bank serving Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-
Dade and Monroe counties of South Florida.  This opportunity offered the 
chance to positively impact the lives of disadvantaged families in South 
Florida.  Volunteers helped inspect, sort through and repackage rescued 
food donations in order to prepare it for distribution throughout the 
community.  The group sorted and re-packaged enough food to prepare 
1800 meals for food insecure individuals in South Florida.  


