
Architects Support Communities:
Architects are licensed to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of the public through:

Public duty
AIA Code of Ethics & Professional Conduct calls on members to 
render professional services for the public interest, including pro 
bono services, after disasters or in other emergencies.

Systems design
Architects design for the interdependencies of the natural, 
social, and built environment systems and the effects of hazards 
on those systems with hazard mitigation strategies.

Multi-stakeholder leadership
Architects serve as project and team coordinators and  
leaders—they are the primary point of contact for the client, 
building department, and design team. They have the unique 
ability and responsibility to translate complex information.

Services + Programs:
AIA supports the following services and programs to assist 
communities after a disaster.

Safety assessment program training 
Based on the State of California’s training program, the AIA 
Safety Assessment Program (SAP) Training educates architects, 
engineers, and building inspectors to evaluate the post-disaster 
safety and habitability of homes and buildings as a Building 
Evaluator. Learn more about SAP training on 
aia.org/sap.

Post-disaster safety evaluations 
Trained architects augment municipal building department staff 
post-disaster to assess the safety and habitability of homes,  
and buildings, significantly reducing the need for temporary 
shelters and emergency services while mitigating future public 
safety dangers such as failing hazards, exposure to mold,  
and building collapse.

Why engage an architect in 
Disaster Assistance
The AIA Disaster Assistance Program supports a nationwide network of architects to 
prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters.
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https://www.aia.org/resources/9271-the-safety-assessment-program


Mobilizing Volunteer Responders:
Architects, states and communities work together using the networks, regulations, and agreements created  and 
maintained before disaster strikes. States and communities can best leverage architects’ services by establishing 
partnerships before a disaster and by considering the following:

Learn more: aia.org/disasterassistancehandbook 
Questions? Contact resilience@aia.org

Provide liability protection
State legislatures throughout the country express a  
willingness to protect architects from liability claims that 
may arise from voluntary work during emergencies by  
establishing Good Samaritan laws. Learn more about 
your  state’s Good Samaritan law and AIA’s model law 
on  aia.org/disaster.

Clarify worker’s compensation
If an architect experiences an injury or fatality 
 while performing pro-bono safety assessment  
services post-disaster; who will cover medical costs 
 and associated expenses? Determine appropriate 
 workers compensation before building safety 
assessments commence.

Recommend portability of licensure
During a large-scale disaster, a trained, local volunteer  
force may be insufficient to meet the demands of public  
safety evaluations, and therefore trained out-of-state  
architects can be invaluable. To overcome this, the state 
architectural licensing board can advocate for regulations that 
allow out-of-state licensed architects to serve as “emergency 
workers” during a disaster declaration. Similarly, architects 
volunteering through the Emergency Management Assistance 
Compact will be subject to the policies and protocols of  
the state-to-state agreement.

State coordinator network
The AIA State Coordinator creates and maintains  
relationships with key public officials and dispatches  
trained volunteers when requested by the local building 
department or state emergency management agency.  
State-and/or county-level emergency managers and the  
state AIA Disaster Assistance Coordinator establish appropriate 
protocol and methods of communication for post-disaster 
activation of volunteers.

https://www.aia.org/resources/71636-disaster-assistance-handbook
https://www.aia.org/resources/69766-disaster-assistance-program



