
1.NAME OF COMPONENT: 
AIA Kansas City 
 
2.CONTACT NAME AND EMAIL: 
Dawn Taylor dtaylor@aiakc.org 
 
3.COMPONENT SIZE: 
1,160 
 
4.PROGRAM TITLE: 
So, You Want to Be an Architect…A Guide to Careers in Architecture 
 
5.AREA OF FOCUS: 
Core Member Service: Public Outreach 
 
6.PROVIDE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM: 
"SO YOU WANT TO BE AN ARCHITECT?" is a digital guide to a career in architecture and a 
companion video series launched in 2021. This guide is a tool for middle school and high school 
students to work with teachers and parents to challenge their creativity and develop their interests. 
The guide and the videos are offered free of charge. https://www.aiakc.org/students/so-you-want-
to-be-an-architect 
 
7.HOW DOES YOUR PROGRAM ADDRESS THE AREA OF FOCUS? 
 
AIA Kansas City is devoted to fostering the next generation of professionals with a long-term 
commitment to education outreach for underserved audiences. In 2021, we collaborated with NOMA 
Kansas City to create a brand-new resource aimed at students in grades 7-12 to engage them in 
considering a career in architecture.  
 
This guide debuted in August 2021 with 36 pages of content, including photos, diagrams, exercises, 
and a list of additional resources for teachers or students to expand their learning. Teachers have 
told us for years that their students are not even aware that careers in architecture exist, and the 
students certainly do not know where or how to access helpful information to explore these career 
paths.  
 
We want to resolve this lack of information and inspiration by providing easy access to potentially 
life-changing career guidance. This guide will primarily be in a digital format. With a finite number of 
volunteers in our chapter and in NOMA KC, we cannot reach every student or school that is hungry 
for this type of career guidance. With the additional challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 
and 2021, a digital guide was easier to distribute and will have the advantage of helping us reach 
hundreds of classrooms for years to come. In addition, we are producing a companion video series; 
the first video was released October 2021. We are excited to have the enthusiastic partnership of KC 
STEM Alliance and PREP-KC, which are two leading, local education agencies that have agreed to 
distribute our materials to their sizeable school networks in the metro. The impact of this career 
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guide is completely dependent on its wide distribution, and we could not achieve that without the 
partnership of KC STEM Alliance and PREP-KC. 
 
 
8. WHO IS THE INTENDED AUDIENCE (include size and demographic)? 
Middle school and high school students in the Kansas City metro area, primarily targeting 
underserved students and educators to create more diverse representation and inclusion in our 
profession. 
 
9.WHAT IS THE BUDGET? (include all costs including sponsors, grants, and other 
outside funding) 
$4,450 The costs include hiring a professional graphic designer, purchasing images, updates to our 
website to display this guide, and printing a small number of reference copies for our volunteers to 
use. AIA Kansas City and NOMA KC requested a grant from Kansas City Architectural Foundation (a 
501c3 organization that awards scholarships to students attending architecture school) and received 
$4,450. 
 
10.LIST THE STEPS OR PROCESS TO IMPLEMENT THIS PROGRAM, BE AS SPECIFIC 
AS POSSIBLE. 
--Our Education Outreach committee and our staff approached NOMA KC for this project in 2020.  
--A small task force met regularly for 4-6 months to develop content that specifically showcases 
architecture in Kansas city and demonstrates how to become an architect.   
--The task force reviewed comparable materials/guides from other AIA chapters.  
--AIA Kansas City hired a freelance graphic designer to create the digital guide. That designer 
provided a cost estimate for her services, since that was the single largest expense for this project.  
--AIA Kansas City and NOMA KC submitted a grant request to Kansas City Architectural Foundation 
in January 2021. Grant funding approved in late January 2021.  
--Drafts were reviewed in June and July 2021. 
--Final version of the guide was released in August 2021.  
--Work began on the companion videos in September 2021; first video released in October 2021.  


