Universal Design Resources for Higher Education

These resources support a universal design approach to higher education: identifying barriers in
ordinary campus practices and redesigning teaching, events, housing, technology, and campus
environments so access is built in from the start rather than added later through individual
exception processes.

Teaching and learning

CAST UDL Guidelines — Foundational universal design for learning framework organized
around multiple means of engagement, representation, and action/expression.

University of lllinois Chicago: Universal Design for Learning — Practical faculty guidance for
applying UDL in course design, participation, materials, and assessment.

Events and meetings

University of Kansas: Best Practice Guidelines for Planning an Accessible Event — A
proactive checklist for planning campus events with accessibility built into communication,
logistics, venue selection, and day-of design.

Minnesota State University, Mankato: Universal Design for Event or Meeting Planning —
Explicitly applies universal design to meetings and events and is useful for student affairs,
faculty events, and campus programming.

Housing and residence life

Think College: Developing Inclusive Residential Living on College Campuses — Practical
guidance for designing more inclusive residential life and proactively addressing support
needs in campus housing.

Roompact: Supporting Students with Disabilities in Residence Life — Frames universal
design as a core residence-life practice rather than a narrow accommodation issue.

Technology and procurement

University of lllinois: ICT Procurement Requirements — Model procurement guidance for
making accessibility a baseline requirement in technology purchasing.

Illinois IITAA Procurement — Useful state-level procurement guidance on accessibility
demonstrations, standards, and vendor accountability.

Campus environment

ADA Compliance on Campus Checklist — Broad checklist covering physical and
environmental access across campus spaces.

Legat: ADA and Universal Design at College Campuses — Connects code compliance with
universal design in campus architecture and planning.



https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://teaching.uic.edu/cate-teaching-guides/inclusive-equity-minded-teaching-practices/universal-design-for-learning-udl/
https://accessibility.ku.edu/best-practice-guidelines-planning-accessible-event
https://mankato.mnsu.edu/university-life/campus-services/accessibility-resources/facultystaff/universal-design/universal-design-for-event-or-meeting-planning/
https://thinkcollege.net/resource/residential-life/developing-inclusive-residential-living-on-college-campuses
https://www.roompact.com/2025/05/fostering-inclusive-campus-communities-supporting-students-with-disabilities-in-residence-life/
https://access.illinois.edu/ada/digital-accessibility-policy/procurement/
https://doit.illinois.gov/initiatives/accessibility/iitaa/iitaa-procurement.html
https://assets.ctfassets.net/fud10lj9l803/1tPq8T9SXDcuniCSua4BKJ/1e069274a0abd5f8b7b99b0e01a68bf0/ADA-PDF_compressed.pdf
https://www.legat.com/disability-and-architecture-ada-and-universal-design-at-college-campuses/
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