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On the Home Front:

2019 AHEAD CONFERENCE IN BOSTON
The annual AHEAD-Veterans Special Interest Group meeting will be held on
Friday, 12 July during lunch. If you work with veterans on your campus, are
interested in learning more, have questions to ask, or simply want to
contribute to our outreach and what we do, please take time to visit us
during the Conference. The full list of all SIG meeting times are available on
the AHEAD’s web page for Special Interest Group (SIG) Meeting Schedule.
The times will also be available in the Conference Program, and available on
the Conference mobile app.
Looking for a breakout session on veterans? Check out 6.11- The
Intersection of Student Veterans & Disability on Saturday, 13 July at
11:30a.
During the last decade, more than one million veterans of the U.S.
military have attended college, and research reports nearly 40% of
them screen positive for PTSD. Many have other disabilities, yet a
recent study indicates that most faculty and staff feel inadequately
prepared to recognize when a student veteran exhibits signs of
psychological distress. This session will address common myths and
misconceptions about military-connected students, provide cultural
context, and answer questions from attendees. Best practices for
serving student veterans with disabilities will be discussed by the
AHEAD-Veterans SIG.
We look forward to seeing you at the 2019 AHEAD Conference and hope you
can join us during the annual meeting and breakout session.
By Dan Standage

FREE WEBINAR: STATE OF STUDENT VETERANS: FRESH INSIGHT INTO
THE VETERANS SPACE
When: Apr 17, 2019 from 3p to 4p (ET)
AHEAD now offers access to a free webinar for AHEAD members - Highlights
and insights from the Student Veterans of America's 11th annual national
conference. This presentation will cover current research, national statistics,
trends, current and planned policy changes, and information and resources
essential to disability service professionals who work with veterans. The
webinar is free for AHEAD members. For additional information on how to
attend, please follow the following link to the State of Student Veterans:
Fresh Insight into the Veteran Space.
By Dan Standage

Best Practices in Campus Strategies:

CAMPUS COLLABORATIONS FOR VETERANS PROGRAMMING AT
WESTERN COLORADO UNIVERSITY
Campus programming for veterans can come in many different shapes and
sizes. During the 2018-2019 academic year, the Disability Services
Coordinator supported Veterans Benefits Administrator at Western Colorado
University (WCU) put on the university’s first Veterans Social, providing food
and beverages to veterans and their families to honor them for their service
and sacrifices. The event included all student veterans on campus as well as
staff, faculty members and a few alumni who are veterans. The Veterans
Social has served as a valuable event to connect campus veterans with one
another as well as to provide veterans with information about on-campus
and off-campus community resources. The first event was such a success,
that the Veterans Benefit Administrator and the Disability Services
Coordinator at WCU put on a second Veteran’s Social and are hoping to
continue this programming twice yearly.
By Cheyenne Terry

Our Collaborative Partners and other National Liaisons for
Supporting Student Veterans with Disabilities:

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!
The AHEAD-Veterans SIG in partnership with Gallup is assisting the National
Library Service (NLS) at the Library of Congress to conduct a survey about
your experiences accessing and using technology. The results of this survey
will help the NLS better understand how to best use technology to meet the
needs of people with disabilities. Please click tiny.cc/NLS or call 1-888-3056873 and take their 5-minute survey to see if you are eligible to participate in
the study and help shape the service they provide to our community.
If you serve veterans, please share this information. The study closes soon
and Gallup will share the results. #NCCSD
By Dan Standage

POST-9/11 VETS HAVE FAR HIGHER DISABILITY RATINGS THAN
PRIOR GENERATIONS: REPORT
According to a recent Military.com report - “About 41 percent of those who
served after the terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, in Afghanistan, Iraq and
other war zones have disability ratings from the Department of Veterans
Affairs, compared to 25 percent of veterans of other eras,”
“Among all veterans with a service-connected disability, 29 percent reported
a disability rating of less than 30 percent, while another 41 percent had a
rating of 60 percent or higher, the BLS said.
For veterans who served post-9/11, 41 percent, or 1.7 million, reported a
service-connected disability in August 2018, and nearly half of those had a
service-connected disability of 60 percent or more, BLS said.”
Reason for increases:
“Advances in battlefield medicine and rapid evacuations to treatment
centers have resulted in more veterans surviving wounds that would have
killed them in previous wars, said Armstrong, a graduate of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point who served tours in Iraq and Afghanistan with the
Army's 10th Mountain Division.
In addition, there's a heightened awareness in the military and at the VA of
the aftereffects of traumatic brain injury (TBI), along with more screenings
for mental health issues resulting from post-traumatic stress, Armstrong
said.”
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/03/25/post-9-11-vets-have-farhigher-disability-ratings-prior-generations-report.html
By Dan Standage

Innovations:

A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE VA AND MICROSOFT OPENS VIDEO
GAMES AND ESPORTS TO VETS WITH LIMITED MOBILITY
Online resource Next.gov ran an article in May on a collaboration between
Veterans Affairs and Microsoft “to ignite more inclusivity, connectivity and
engagement for veterans with severe disabilities and life-altering injuries.
Together, they’ll offer vets with limited mobility unprecedented access to
adaptive esports on a national level for the first time in VA’s history.” To read
the whole story visit https://www.nextgov.com/emerging-tech/2019/05/
adaptive-gaming-offers-disabled-veterans-new-way-connect/156859/.
By James Weier

We are always looking for articles or information of interest pertaining to
supporting student veterans with disabilities in the higher education
landscape. If you are interested in submitting information for publication
in the AHEAD-Veterans Newsfeed please contact:
Jorja Waybrant at waybrantj@uncsa.edu.
AHEAD—Veterans Special Interest Group
https://www.ahead.org/SIGs/veterans

