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On the Home Front:

PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR A VETERAN WEBINAR OFFERED THROUGH
AHEAD
The webinar, State of Student Veterans: Fresh Insight Into the Veterans
Space - Vets SIG, by Dan Standage, M.A. COMS | Vice President of Diversity
and Inclusion, Highlights insight from the Student Veterans of America 11th
annual national conference. The presentation will cover current research,
national statistics, trends, current & planned policy changes, and information
and resources essential to disability service professionals who work
with veterans. More information on the date/time to be made available on
the AHEAD and Veteran SIG web site. (Contribution by Dan Standage)

DISABILITY SERVICES LIAISON: ACCESS ON YOUR CAMPUS
Dan Standage & Ana Padilla presented the Disability Services Liaison (DSL)

online training modules during the Disability Services Liaison: Access On Your
Campus breakout session on 4 January 2019 during Student Veterans of
America's 11th annual national conference in Orlando, FL. The foundational
session discussed the importance of peer-based mentorship amongst
veterans in higher education, and the myths associated with disability. Ana
is a VA Certifying Official and student at CSU Monterey Bay; the 18-month
task was her masters capstone project in Instructional Design. The intent of
the training is to provide a baseline knowledge to student veterans looking
to implement a DSL position on their campus. School staff attended the
session to learn about resources for supporting their student veteran
population and understand the cultural differences that exist in the veterans
space. (Contribution by Dan Standage)

Best Practices in Campus Strategies:
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OLE MISS RECOGNIZED FOR STUDENT VETERAN SERVICES, TREATMENT
The University of Mississippi has built a veteran treatment program,
providing a national model for serving student veterans. The program uses a
collaborative team approach to connect student veterans to campus
resources, such as counseling, health services, or the array of support
services offered such as academic support services. “The Veterans Treatment
Team’s stated goal is to give ‘student veterans attending Ole Miss the ability
to receive treatment at the university for anything they may need while in
school.’” The Treatment Team directs students to campus resources for the
care they need for the primary goal of academic success. (Contribution by James Weier)

Our Collaborative Partners and other National Liaisons for Supporting
Student Veterans with Disabilities:

SVA 11TH ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE (#NATCON2019)
Student Veterans of America (SVA) hosted NatCon in DisneyWorld Orlando
from 3-5 January 2019. The event was the largest and most successful
conference to date. More detailed info is to come once the Research team
does their final review. There were over 2300 attendees (1700 from last
year), 124 exhibitors and sponsors (98 from last year), and 6 disabilityspecific sessions (only 1 was offered last year). One of the disability-related
sessions was the Disability Services Liaison (DSL) program currently
developed and offered on a number of college/university campuses. The
session announced the online training modules to provide foundational
information on implementing a DSL on your campus. Roughly 75 attended
the session and 30 signed up for the online training module within 72
hours. A more public announcement will be made soon, but you can check
the module out here. (Contribution by Dan Standage)

2019 CCME Annual Symposium January 2019
Jathan Chicoine, Veterans Services Director at Iowa State University
moderated the Accessibility Services and Programs panel during the general
session at the Council of College and Military Educators (CCME) symposium
on 24 January 2019 in Austin, TX. Dr. Michelle Wild, Acquired Brain Injury
Program Professor at Coastline Community College, Derek Fronabarger,
Legislative Director at Wounded Warrior Project, and Dan Standage served
as panelists. Topics discussed were current research, trends, and resources
for student veterans with disabilities. No photos were provided. (Contribution by
Dan Standage)

ARMED SERVICES ARTS PARTNERSHIP (ASAP)
The Armed Services Arts Partnership (ASAP) helps to reintegrate veterans
into their communities through the arts. ASAP offers free courses as well as
workshops and performances in stand-up comedy, storytelling, creative
writing and improv classes that promote creative expression, camaraderie,
and growth. The courses and workshops/performances are held in the
Washington DC area. The upcoming Spring 2019 program opportunities for
the veteran and military community are below:

Courses:
Comedy Bootcamp
 What: Comedy Bootcamp is the first-ever stand up comedy class free
for veterans, service members, and military family members. Led by
professional comics, the seven-week course develops the comedy
writing and performing skills of participants through hands-on
instruction and group feedback. Comedy Bootcamp culminates with a
graduation show at a local comedy club, with each participant delivering
a five minute set to a public audience.
 When: Sundays, 2:30PM - 5:30PM from March 31st to May 12th
(excluding April 21st). The graduation show will be on Wednesday, May
15th at 7:30PM.
 Where: The DC Improv Comedy Club (1140 Connecticut Ave NW,
Washington, DC)
 To Apply: If you or your friends, family members, or colleagues are
interested in applying, please have them complete an application at
http://www.asapasap.org/comedy/.
Operation Improv
 What: We offer beginner-level improv classes at no cost to veterans,
service members and military family members. Our improv courses
provide veterans with a safe, constructive, and team-oriented
environment to build valuable skills and express themselves. Oh yeah,
and we typically end up laughing our butts off in the process. Our improv
class culminates with a graduation show, where students invite family
members and friends to support them as they take the stage for the first
time!
 When: Saturdays, 2PM - 4PM from March 30th to May 11th (excluding
April 6th). The graduation show will be on Saturday, May 18th at 8PM.
 Where: The Unified Scene Theater (80 T St NW, Washington, DC)
 To Apply: If you or your friends, family members, or colleagues are
interested in applying, please have them complete an application at
http://www.asapasap.org/improv/.
Storytelling 101
 What: We partner with Story District to offer free storytelling classes
for veterans, service members, military families, and caregivers. This
seven-week, Storytelling 101 course, will help students translate
experiences and stories into meaningful performances. Called the "gold
standard in storytelling" by the Washington Post, our master teachers
walk students through the steps of identifying material, developing a
narrative structure, and connecting with an audience. The course will
culminate with a graduation performance for friends, family, and
members of the local community.
 When: Sundays, 11:30AM - 2:30PM from March 31st to May 5th. The
graduation show will be the week of May 13th at Drafthouse Comedy
Theater (1100 13th St NW, Washington, DC).
 Where: Story District’s Headquarters (3329 Georgia Ave NW,
Washington, DC).
 To Apply: If you or your friends, family members, or colleagues are
interested in applying, please have them complete an application at
http://www.asapasap.org/storytelling/.
Creative Writing
 What: Fiction writer and Veteran's Writing Project mentor Jim Beane,
will lead a six week fiction writing class focused on the fundamentals of
fiction and memoir including plot, characterization, setting, tone, point
of view, voice and narrative flow. Turn anecdotes into stories that all
readers will enjoy. Classes will consist of workshopping participants’
works in progress, writing exercises, reading at home and class
discussions.
 When: Saturdays, 1PM - 3:30PM from March 30th to May 4th. The
graduation reading will be on Saturday, May 11th at 7PM.
 Where: The Writer’s Center (4508 Walsh St, Chevy Chase, MD)
 To Apply: If you or your friends, family members, or colleagues are
interested in applying, please have them complete an application at
http://www.asapasap.org/writing/.

Workshops & Performances
Epic Storytelling Workshop with Dion Flynn
 What: While you may recognize him from his performance as Barack
Obama on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, Dion Flynn is a pro
at leading workshops in mental agility, improv, and more! This time, he’s
focusing his energy into a storytelling class. Do you have a story you’ve
been itching to share? This intro level workshop is the perfect
opportunity to learn how to craft, develop, and deliver the biggest
stories from your own life!
 When: When signing up, you can choose to attend either the Saturday,
January 19th OR Sunday, January 20th session, both of which take place
from 10AM - 4PM.
 Where: Capitol Post (625 N Washington St. Suite 425, Alexandria, VA).
 To Apply: Please fill out this form to apply.
Veterans Comedy Show at Workhouse Arts Center
 What: Join ASAP and the military-affiliated alumni from our Comedy
Bootcamp class at the Workhouse Arts Center as we enjoy an evening of
hilarity, community, and lots of laughter. We hope you'll be a part of this
fun evening while our veteran, service member, and military family
performers share their best jokes with us - you don't want to miss out!
 When: Saturday, January 19th at 7PM. Doors will open at 6PM.
 Where: Workhouse Arts Center (9518 Workhouse Rd, Lorton, VA).
 Tickets: Tickets are $5 to reserve online and $10 at the door. All
proceeds from ticket sales will go directly to supporting ASAP and its
programs. Buy yours here.
Veterans Storytelling & Comedy Show at The Torpedo Factory
 What: Join ASAP’s Storytelling 101 and Comedy Bootcamp alumni at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center as our veterans, service members, and
military family members share stories and jokes about the military,
veteran, and human experience. Come to experience the talent and
artistry of our veteran artists, and enjoy a special evening of laughter
and community.
 When: Friday, February 22nd at 7:30 PM. Doors will open at 7PM.
 Where: The Torpedo Factory Art Center (105 N Union St, Alexandria,
VA 22314)
 Tickets: Tickets are $10 online and $15 at the door. All proceeds from
ticket sales will go directly to supporting ASAP and its programs. Buy
yours here.
Workhouse Arts Center Workshop Series
 What: ASAP is partnering with the Workhouse Arts Center to offer a
two-session, visual arts workshop series free for veterans, service
members, military families, and caregivers focusing on photography and
glass fusing. The Workhouse Arts Center believes that an art education is
necessary to an individual’s perception and understanding of the world
in which we live and provides art instruction that helps develop basic art
skills, encourage visual awareness, and promote intellectual growth and
creative self-expression. Their programs allow every student to increase
positive attitudes towards self, others, and the environment through
creative experiences. Upon completing a workshop with ASAP and
Workhouse, participants are encouraged to enroll in the myriad arts
classes and workshops available through the Workhouse Arts Center.
 When:
 Photography: Saturday, March 9th from 1 PM - 4 PM
 Glass Fusing: Saturday, April 6th, from 1 PM - 4 PM
 Where: Workhouse Arts Center (9518 Workhouse Rd, Lorton, VA).

Innovations:

We are always looking for articles or information of interest pertaining to
supporting student veterans with disabilities in the higher education
landscape. If you are interested in submitting information for publication
in the AHEAD-Veterans Newsfeed please contact:
Jorja Waybrant at waybrantj@uncsa.edu.
AHEAD—Veterans Special Interest Group
https://www.ahead.org/SIGs/veterans

