
How to use low cost 

and no cost tools to 

provide students with 

Assistive Technology

Notetaking

Notetalker is a 

notetaking, audio 

recording, color-

coded bookmarking 

app and software 

that allows students 

to more effectively 

take notes. Great 

for students who 

like audio and 

visual cues.

Otter AI is a 

speech recognition 

and text to speech 

transcription 

program available 

in app and web-

based versions. It 

can serve as a 

valuable hands-

free approach to 

notetaking.

Audionote is an 

audio recording and 

notetaking program. 

It allows students to 

type or write the 

class lecture notes 

as they are being 

recorded. It then 

synchronizes the two 

together.

Noteability is an audio 

recording and 

notetaking app that 

allows students to be 

creative by converting 

their hand-written 

notes into text. It 

provides tools to make 

diagrams and 

annotate PDFs.

Sonocent offers an 

advanced set of 

notetaking tools 

including the ability 

to record and 

annotate portions 

of text with color to 

indicate areas of 

importance.

Time Management

Flora assists students in keeping 

focus by monitoring app use and 

rewarding focus by growing  a 

garden. This can also be used 

with friends to encourage  each 

other to focus.

PiTimer is a “Pie-chart” style 

timer that provides  a 

customizable countdown with a 

strong visual design that can 

also provide high contrast colors 

for visually impaired  users. 

Visual Impairment

Seeing AI is a 

multifunctional tool 

that narrates things 

around us. It helps 

people with low 

vision recognize 

things in their 

environment. It 

helps discriminate 

colors, 

light/darkness, and 

currency. It 

recognizes faces 

and places.

Microsoft 

Soundscape uses 

3D audio 

technology to 

enhance 

awareness of what 

is around a visually 

impaired user, and 

thereby helps 

getting around and 

exploring the 

environment. 

Be My Eyes is a 

volunteer-driven 

program that provides 

remote assistance to 

people with visual 

impairment. Sighted 

volunteers  pair with 

visually impaired who 

need assistance. The 

visually impaired 

person allows the 

volunteer to be their 

eyes.

TapTapSee uses 

the mobile device 

camera and 

voiceover features 

to describe images 

and video clips to 

the user. The 

application is 

designed for the 

blind or visually 

impaired individual. 

Claro MagX is an 

app that can 

transform your 

mobile device into 

a vision magnifier. 

It allows low-vision 

users to use their 

regular mobile 

device as a 

magnifier for 

reading and seeing 

things they would 

not be able to see.

Communication

AVA offers live 

audio transcription 

for students who 

are Deaf or Hard of 

Hearing. 

Conversations can 

be shared from one 

person to another. 

It offers some free 

time and a 

subscription for 

frequent users.

ClaroCom is an 

AAC program that 

assist with verbal 

expressions. 

Students can use 

the on-screen 

keyboard to 

compose words 

and phrases to be 

read aloud.

Live Transcribe is 

an Android 

accessibility app for 

the Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing. This 

app uses Google's 

automatic speech 

recognition 

technology to 

perform real-time 

transcription of 

speech.

Convo provides a 

free ASL Video 

Relay Service 

(VRS) funded By 

the Federal 

Communications 

Commission (FCC) 

to qualified 

individuals who 

may be Deaf or 

Hard of Hearing.

Sound Amplifier is 

an Android app that 

allows users to 

amplify and filter 

sound to provide 

an enhanced 

listening 

experience. 

Mathematics

Math writing app that assists 

users with dyslexia and 

dysgraphia by allowing them to 

input a wide variety of math 

notation onto a clearly defined 

grid template.

Photomath assists by providing 

Optical Character Recognition of 

handwritten and typed hard copy 

math with the use of the camera on 

your mobile device. The app can 

then assist by showing steps in 

solving an equation.

Text to speech

VoiceDream is a 

text-to speech app 

that enables 

students to have 

their document 

materials read to 

them. They can 

organize them by 

headings, 

bookmarks, and 

highlights. 

Integrates with 

Bookshare.

EasyReader is a simple 

app that allows 

students to have their 

books, articles and 

other documents read 

to them by using its 

text-to-speech feature. 

Students have an 

option of more than 20 

libraries to upload 

books to be read and 

highlighted.

VBookZ is a simple 

app that transforms 

text into speech. It 

allows students to 

read along with the 

word tracking 

feature. There are 

many customizable 

features such as 

voice, pitch, and 

tone, but overall this 

is great for non-tech 

savvy users.

ClaroPDF Pro is an 

accessible, reading 

and study PDF tool. 

It includes tools to 

annotate, mark up 

and save PDF files, 

which retain full 

compatibility with 

Adobe Reader and 

other popular PDF 

apps. 


