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Robert Kopp 
 

Fall AGU Meeting Events! 
The GP Section will have primary responsibility for 11 oral and 10 poster sessions at the 2012 Fall AGU 
Meeting, December 3-7, in addition to numerous secondary sessions.  With so many sessions, GP will have 
events every day of the week.  See page 4 for a one-page synopsis of all primary GP scientific sessions.  
Thanks very much to all of our session conveners.  Special thanks to Laurie Brown, GP Secretary, who 
pulled this together on our behalf.  And be sure to mark your calendars for the following special events: 
• AGU Icebreaker:  watch the AGU website for details 
• GP Student Reception:  time and place to be announced (see article this page) 
• Bullard Lecture:  Tuesday, December 4, 1:40 pm (see article next page) 
• GP Business Meeting and Reception:  Tuesday, December 4, circa 6 pm (see article next page) 
• AGU Student Breakfast:  watch the AGU website for details 
• AGU Awards Ceremony:  watch the AGU website for details 
• AGU Honors Banquet:  December 6, 8 pm – 11 pm 
 
Robert Kopp to Receive the 2012 William Gilbert Award 
We are happy to announce the GP Fellows and Awards Committee selection of Robert Kopp as recipient of 
the 2012 William Gilbert Award.  Robert is an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences, Rutgers University, and Associate Director of 
Rutgers Energy Institute.  As summarized by his 
nominator, Joe Kirschvink, "Bob Kopp has made major 
discoveries relevant to rock and mineral magnetism, and 
has strengthened the analytical and experimental 
infrastructure of the entire field."  
 
In even years, (e.g., 2012), the Gilbert Award is reserved 
for young scientists, either less than 36 years of age or 
less than 5 years from PhD graduation.  The Gilbert 
Award recognizes excellence in scientific rigor, 
originality, and impact; leadership and service to the GP 
research community; and development of cross-
disciplinary research areas and methods.  Congratulations 
Bob! 
 
GP Students:  Stay tuned! 
The GP Section is planning a second-annual Student 
Reception during the 2012 Fall AGU Meeting.  Julie 
Bowles is working out the details with AGU staff and 
will announce the date, time, and venue as soon as 
possible.  Stay tuned! 
 
Thanks to the GP Fellows and Awards Committee 
With the selection of the 2012 Gilbert Award recipient, the GP Fellows and Awards Committee now has 
completed their official 2 ½-year “tour of duty.”  Committee members are Richard Gordon (chairman), 
Gary Glatzmaier, Hermann Lühr, and Jim Channell.   In addition to the Gilbert Award, the Committee also 
has responsibility for ranking GP nominations for AGU Fellow.  The GP Section greatly appreciates the 
effort behind these important evaluations.  Thanks very much for your time and thoughtful judgment. 
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Thanks again to 2G Enterprises! 
Once again, 2G Enterprises has offered to underwrite part of the cost of our 2012 GP Business Meeting and 
Reception December 4.  2G is a long-time supporter of our Section, very much appreciated by GP members 
and officers alike!   
 
AGU Meeting of the Americas, 
Cancun, Mexico 
The next Meeting of the Americas Joint 
Assembly will be held in Cancun, Mexico, 
May 14-17, 2013.  Meeting organizers are now 
accepting session proposals.  Details are 
available at http://moa.agu.org/2013/ 
 
AGU Publications 
AGU has embarked on a publishing 
partnership with Wiley-Blackwell to 
collaborate on the publication of all AGU 
journals and books.  According to Mike 
McPhadden, AGU President, “Wiley-
Blackwell was chosen because of its cultural 
fit with AGU and AGU's core values, its 
commitment to new publishing models such as 
open access, its demonstrated capacity to 
expand the breadth and depth of AGU's scholarly publishing, and its innovative approach to technology and 
new product development.”   This decision was reached as the culmination of a rigorous evaluation process 
that involved the Board of Directors, Council, Publications Committee, journal editors, and AGU staff.  
Additional information is available at http://www.agu.org/news/press/pr_archives/2012/2012-34.shtml. 
 
Kathy Whaler, 2012 Bullard Lecturer 
Kathy Whaler will present the Bullard Lecture at the 2012 Fall AGU Meeting.  
Kathy is a professor at the School of Geosciences, University of Edinburgh, and 
an acknowledged expert in a wide range of geomagnetic subjects, including 
crustal magnetization as observed from low-orbit satellites, advective flow of 
the outer core, and magnetotelluric studies of the crust and upper mantle.  
Kathy’s presentation is titled “Magnetotelluric studies in East Africa”.  The 
Bullard Lecture begins at 1:40 pm, December 4.  
 
Post-doc and early-career opportunities 
- Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich.  The Magnetism Group, 

Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Ludwig Maximilians 
University, is seeking to fill a 3-, and possibly 6-year position available 
beginning 2012.  The candidate’s research profile should be in paleo-, geo- or 
rock magnetism, with preference to those who complement the Group’s 
interests in biomagnetism, external field behavior, high-pressure mineral 
physics, and/or equipment design, as well as those with post-doctoral 
experience. A PhD is mandatory; the candidate’s age should not exceed 35 years with some exceptions.  
The position will have teaching obligations on the Bachelors and/or Masters level.  Contact Professor 
Stuart Gilder gilder@lmu.de for additional information. 

- University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee.  The rock- and paleo-magnetic lab at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee has an opening for a Postdoctoral Research Associate to explore the temperature-
dependence of cation distribution in natural titanomagnetites.   The initial appointment is for 1 year, but 
funding is expected for a minimum of 1 additional year, assuming satisfactory performance.  The work 
will be done in collaboration with Mike Jackson at the Institute for Rock Magnetism (IRM), University 
of Minnesota; it is expected that some work will be carried out at the IRM.  A Ph.D. is required in a 
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related field; preferred candidates will have expertise in mineral magnetism, neutron or X-ray diffraction, 
or XMCD.  Anyone with an interest in the topic and background in a related field should contact Julie 
Bowles (bowlesj@uwm.edu) for additional information.  

- Institute for Rock Magnetism, Minneapolis.  Support is provided for up to 10-day research visits in 
three areas:  Visiting Research Fellows, U.S. Student Fellows, and researchers whose primary goal is to 
use the u-channel magnetometer system.  Applications are accepted twice per year (April 30, October 
30).  Contact IRM (irm@umn.edu) or visit the web page at www.irm.umn.edu. 

 
News from IODP 
Brazil joined the IODP (Integrated Ocean Drilling Program) in August, and Luiji Jovane from the 
University of Sao Paolo will be serving as a paleomagnetist on the Costa Rica Seismogenesis Project 
Expedition 344.  Additional paleomagnetists include Xixi Zhao from the University of California, Santa 
Cruz, and Yongxiang Li from Nanjing University. 
 
Paleogene Newfoundland Sediment Drifts Expedition 342 ended in July with several key geologic 
boundaries recovered.  The paleomagnetism community was represented by Peter Lippert from the 
University of Arizona and Yuhji Yamamoto from Kochi University.  
 
Hagai Ron (1944-2012)  
It is with sadness that we report the death of Hagai Ron, innovative researcher and long-time member of the 
GP Section.  Hagai was born on a small kibbutz north of the Dead Sea.  He passed away in the presence of 
his family on September 10, 2012.  He is survived by three daughters 
and four grandchildren.  After completing his Ph.D. at the Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, in 1984 Hagai became a post-doctoral scholar 
at Stanford University, specializing in paleomagnetism and structural 
geology.   He returned to Israel in 1987, building a paleomagnetic 
laboratory at the Geophysical Institute of Israel.  In 2001, he moved 
with his lab to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem where he stayed 
until his retirement earlier this year.     
 
 Hagai was a scientist with the highest standards, always blending 
creativity with rigor.  He stayed active in paleomagnetic and tectonic 
research for over 25 years, authoring or co-authoring over 60 papers 
on a range of topics.   The bulk of his work concerned the tectonics 
of strike-slip environments, which provided quantitative constraints on the amount and sense of block and 
fault (and stress) rotations occurring in regions of distributed strike-slip faulting.  Simple models predict 
rotations of blocks in the region of strike-slip faulting and Ron, through careful paleomagnetic analysis, 
was able to establish the utility of the simple model in simple regimes, solve the puzzle of more complex 
regimes by introducing the concept of rotation of the stress field itself, and demonstrate again through 
careful paleomagnetic analysis that a combination of two simple models can explain a whole host of 
apparently complex (chaotic?) observations.    
 
Hagai’s interest in the topic continued throughout his career, but he was far from a one-trick pony!   He had 
several other major research themes, and was constantly coming up with innovative ideas.  He made 
significant contributions to the timing of hominid dispersal out of Africa, having “nailed down” the date of 
the oldest discoveries in Israel. He tried valiantly to define a paleosecular variation record from the Lisan 
Formation, but instead demonstrated (regretfully) limitations due to the growth of greigite during 
diagenesis. Most recently, he championed the use of Israeli and Jordanian archeological materials, most 
notably metallurgical slag deposits, for study of paleointensity variations in the southern Levant. 
 
Hagai was naturally collaborative, seeking out projects with the international scientific community, 
particularly in the US and Germany.  He was an excellent mentor for his graduate students, who remain 
deeply grateful for his thoughtful attention.  He was a pleasure to work with, loving nothing better than a 
wild brain-storming session, peppered with good-natured argument.   Full of great ideas, yet he was a 
humble man. He will be missed. [Contributed by Lisa Tauxe] 

Hagai Ron.  Photo by Lisa Tauxe 
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GP Scientific Program, 2012 Fall AGU Meeting 
Monday 
 
Oral sessions, Room 300 

• 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM:  GP11A. Magnetic Chronostratigraphies and Long-Term Behavior of the Field I   
• 10:20 AM - 12:20 PM:  GP12A. Magnetic Chronostratigraphies and Long-Term Behavior of the Field II  
• 1:40 PM - 3:40 PM:  GP13C. Crustal and Mantle Sources of Magnetic Anomalies II   

 
Poster sessions, Hall A-C 

• 1:40 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP13A. Crustal and Mantle Sources of Magnetic Anomalies I    
• 1:40 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP13B. Magnetic Chronostratigraphies and Long-Term Behavior of the Field III  

 

Tuesday 
 
Oral session, Room 300 

• 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP24A. Past and Predicted Changes in Structure of the Magnetic Field I   
 
Poster session, Hall A-C 

• 8:00 AM - 12:20 PM:  GP21A. Geomagnetism and Paleomagnetism General Contributions    
 
Bullard Lecture, Room 104 

• 1:40 PM - 2:40 PM:  GP23A. Bullard Lecture 
 

Wednesday 
 
Oral sessions, Room 300 

• 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM:  GP31C. Advances in Electromagnetic Induction: From Near Surface to Deep Mantle I  
• 10:20 AM - 11:20 AM:  GP32A. Advances in Electromagnetic Induction: From Near Surface to Deep Mantle II  
• 1:40 PM - 3:40 PM:  GP33B. Environmental Magnetism, Biomagnetism, and Holocene Magnetism I   
• 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP34A. Environmental Magnetism, Biomagnetism, and Holocene Magnetism II 

 
Poster sessions, Hall A-C 

• 8:00 AM - 12:20 PM:  GP31A. Integration of Paleomag., Rock Mag., and Other Data in Online Databases  
• 8:00 AM - 12:20 PM:  GP31B. Past and Predicted Changes in Structure of the Magnetic Field II  
• 1:40 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP33A. Advances in Electromagnetic Induction: From Near Surface to Deep Mantle III  

 

Thursday 
 
Oral session, Room 300  

• 10:40 AM - 12:40 PM:  GP42A. Potential-Field, EM Methods, Geologic Problems, Mid and Upper Crust I  
 
Oral session, Room 310 

• 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM:  GP41B. Observational Constraints, Modeling Insights, Paleogeomagnetic Field I  
 
Poster sessions, Hall A-C 

• 8:00 AM - 12:20 PM:  GP41A. Environmental Magnetism, Biomagnetism, and Holocene Magnetism III  
• 1:40 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP43A. Observational Constraints, Modeling Insights, Paleogeomagnetic Field II  
• 1:40 PM - 6:00 PM:  GP43B. Potential-Field, EM Methods, Geologic Problems, Mid and Upper Crust II  

 

Friday 
 
Oral session, Room 300 

• 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM:  GP51B. Planetary, Meterorite Magnetism, Geomagnetic Research from Space II  
 
Poster session, Hall A-C 

• 8:00 AM - 12:20 PM:  GP51A. Planetary, Meterorite Magnetism, Geomagnetic Research from Space I  



5 
 

Newsletter contributions are welcome.   
We welcome news items of general interest to the GP community.  Please keep them brief (150 words or 
less) and send to Rick Blakely (blakely@usgs.gov). 
 

 
—GP Executive Committee 


