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Joe Kirschvink, 2011 recipient of the 
Gilbert Award.  Photo by Ken Kodama. 

 

Cor Langereis, 2012 AGU Fellow 
Congratulations to Cor G. Langereis!  Cor, a member of the 
GP Section, was chosen as one of 61 AGU Fellows in 2012.  
Cor is a professor at the Paleomagnetic Laboratory, Utrecht 
University, Netherlands.  Hitoshi Kawakatsu, University of 
Tokyo, and Roger Searle, Durham University, have 
secondary GP affiliation and also were selected as 2012 
AGU Fellows. 
 
Joe Kirschvink, 2011 William Gilbert recipient 
Congratulations to Joe Kirschvink, the 2011 recipient of the 
William Gilbert Award.  Joe is the Van Wingen Professor 
of Geobiology at the California Institute of Technology and 
widely recognized as a leader in the study of biogenic 
magnetite, magnetic field sensitivity in animals, advances in 
paleomagnetic instrumentation and data analysis, 
paleomagnetism of Mars, catastrophic climatologic events 
including the Snowball Earth hypothesis, the geologic time 
scale, the “Cambrian explosion”, and true polar wander.  
Joe received the Gilbert Award at the GP Reception and 
Business Meeting in San Francisco, December 6, with ~200 
of his colleagues and friends looking on.  The Gilbert Award 
is presented by the GP Section for outstanding and unselfish 
work in magnetism of Earth materials and of the Earth and 
planets.   

New AGU election cycle  
You may be wondering what 
happened to AGU elections this 
year.  In the past, elected AGU 
officers (including Section 
officers) have served two-year 
terms, beginning on July 1 and 
continuing until June 30 two years 
hence.  The AGU Council voted 
last month to reset the term of 
office to a calendar year.  Terms 
now begin on January 1 and end 
December 31 two years later.  The 
new schedule has a number of 
advantages.  For example,  the GP 
Secretary now will be responsible 
for organizing two December 
AGU meetings during his/her term 
of  office, whereas in years past, 
the Secretary has had to take 
responsibility for the AGU 
meeting immediately following 
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David Dunlop, 2011 Bullard Lecturer.  Photo by Ken Kodama. 
 

his/her term of office. 
 
Your  next AGU officers will take over the reins on January 1, 2013, which means your current GP 
officers, Rick Blakely (President), Richard Gordon (President-Elect), and Laurie Brown (Secretary), will 
serve an extra six months ☺.  Members of our GP Executive Committee, the GP Honors and Awards 
Committee, and our  GP Webmaster (Katerina Petronotis)  have graciously agreed to serve the extra six 
months as well.   
 
Elections of  AGU and GP officers for the 2012-2013 term soon will be underway.  If you are interested in 
serving or have candidate recommendations, please contact Richard Gordon. 
 
David Dunlop presents the 2011 Bullard Lecture 
David Dunlop presented the 10th Edward Bullard Lecture before a gathering of ~150 attendees  at the Fall 
AGU Meeting last December.  Dave is Professor Emeritus at the University of Toronto and a recognized 
leader in rock magnetic research, with 
applications to paleomagnetism, plate 
tectonics, and crustal magnetic 
anomalies.  His presentation was 
titled, Rock Magnetism:  Successes 
and Mysteries.  The Bullard Lecture 
is part of the AGU Bowie Lecture 
Series and is given annually at the 
Fall AGU Meeting.  A video of 
Dave’s entire presentation is available 
at http://vimeo.com/33315991 
 
Thanks again to 2G 
Enterprises! 
2G Enterprises underwrote part of the 
cost of the 2011 GP Business Meeting 
and Reception.  It was a great event, 
attended by ~200 GP members.  2G 
has been a long-term supporter of the 
GP Section, very much appreciated 
by GP officers and members. 
 
Nomination deadlines 
Be advised that the schedule for AGU Fellows nominations has been realigned to match AGU Medals and 
Awards nominations.  For this reason, there will be no AGU Fellows nominations in 2012.  The next AGU 
Fellows nominations will be due on March 15, 2013.  Complete information is available at 
http://www.agu.org/about/pdf/2013-fellows-timeline_agu-web-visual_final.pdf. 
 
Nevertheless, deadlines still are looming for a variety of other AGU and GP awards.  Please consider 
nominating your worthy colleagues for these prestigious honors. 
 
- William Gilbert Award.  Deadline July 31, 2012.  The Gilbert Award is the GP Section’s highest honor.  

It is given for excellence in at least one of the following categories: scientific rigor, originality, and 
impact; leadership and service to the GP research community; development of new cross-disciplinary 
research areas and methods. This year, as in all alternating years, the Gilbert Award will be presented to a 
junior researcher either less than 36 years of age on December 31, 2012, or less than 5 years from PhD 
graduation on that same date.   Note:  Nominations are not restricted to GP members who have tenure-
track faculty positions.  Early-career scientists in any position, including post-doctoral researchers and 
other research appointments, are eligible and may be strong candidates. 

-  John Adam Fleming Medal.  Deadline March 16, 2012.  The Fleming Medal is given annually for 
original research and technical leadership in geomagnetism, atmospheric electricity, aeronomy, space 
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physics, and related sciences.  Robert Parker received the Fleming Medal in 2008 and was the most 
recent GP recipient. 

- Walter H. Bucher Medal.  Deadline March 16, 2012.  The Bucher Medal is given for original 
contributions to the basic knowledge of the crust and lithosphere.  It is given in alternate (even) years.  
Edward (Ted) Irving received the Bucher Medal in 1979 and was the most recent GP recipient. 

- William Bowie Medal.  Deadline March 16, 2012.  The Bowie Medal is AGU’s highest honor, given 
annually to an individual for outstanding contributions to fundamental geophysics and for unselfish 
cooperation in research. 

- James B. Macelwane Medal.  Deadline March 16, 2012.  The Macelwane Medal is given for significant 
contributions to the geophysical sciences by an outstanding young scientist (less than 36 years of age).  It 
is given annually to as many as 3 individuals, 5 under special circumstances. 

 
One last note of interest:  The AGU Council has changed the nomination rules:  Section officers now are 
permitted to be nominators, nominees, or writers of supporting letters for AGU Medals and Awards. 
 
Post-doc and early-career opportunities 
- U.S. Geological Survey Mendenhall Research Fellowship Program, various locations.  The USGS has 

announced 44 new research opportunities as part of its Mendenhall Research Fellowship Program.  This 
program provides opportunities for recent PhD graduates (within 5 years of PhD) to conduct 
concentrated research in a variety of earth-science topics in association with selected USGS professional 
staff.  The new opportunities cover many aspects of  geophysics, geology, hydrology, and 
biogeosciences.  Applications are due February 21, with earliest start dates in October 2012.  Details are 
provided at http://geology.usgs.gov/postdoc. 

 
- NASA Earth and Space Science Fellowship (NESSF) Program.  NASA is soliciting graduate 

fellowship proposals on behalf of MS or PhD students in Earth and space sciences or related disciplines.  
Students must be attending accredited U.S. universities.  New applications are due February 1; renewal 
applications are due March 15.  The call for proposals and submission instructions are located at the 
NESSF 12 solicitation index page, http://nspires.nasaprs.com. 

 
- British Geological Survey, Edinburgh, Scotland.  The British Geological Survey is seeking to fill two 

three-year positions:  (1) Global Geomagnetic Field Modeler and (2) Geomagnetic Field Researcher.  
Applications are required by January 27.  Further details are available at 
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/news/vacancies.html.  Send enquiries to Dr. Alan Thomson (awpt@btgs.a.uk). 

 
- Imperial College London.  The Department of Earth Science and Engineering at Imperial College 

London is seeking to fill two permanent positions.  Positions are available at any level (Lecturer, Senior 
Lecturer, Reader, or Professor) depending on the experience of the candidate.  The department is seeking 
researchers in any field of research who also have an interest in contributing to active undergraduate 
degree programs.  Application deadline is February 1, 2012.  Questions can be directed to Adrian 
Muxworthy (adrian.muxworthy@imperial.ac.uk). 

 
-  School of Geosciences, University of Edinburgh, Scotland.  The School of Geosciences, University of 

Edinburgh, is offering five Chancellor’s Fellowship appointments.  Applicants are encouraged from any 
area of the School’s research activities, but the School is particularly interested in addressing their 
strategic growth areas (geography and the lived environment, global change, and earth and planetary 
science).  Closing dates are January 16, February 29, and April 16, 2012.  Additional information is 
available at http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/chancellors-fellowships. 

 
- Institute for Rock Magnetism, Minneapolis.  Support is provided for up to 10-day research visits in 

three areas:  Visiting Research Fellows, U.S. Student Fellows, and researchers whose primary goal is to 
use the u-channel magnetometer system.  Applications are accepted twice per year (April 30, October 
30).  Contact IRM (irm@umn.edu) or visit the web page at www.irm.umn.edu. 

 
  



4 
 

Carlo Laj, recipient of the AGU Excellence in Geophysical 
Education Award.   Photo by Ken Kodama. 

 

Carlo Laj receives AGU Excellence in Geophysical Education Award 
Carlo Laj was awarded the 2011 Excellence in Geophysical Education Award at the Fall AGU Meeting last 
December, in recognition of  his sustained commitment to geophysical education, oriented toward 
transferring scientific knowledge to teachers 
from different countries.  Carlo is the first 
European scientist to win this AGU award 
since its inception in 1997.  He is a professor 
at the Laboratoire des Sciences du Climat et 
de l’Environnement, Université de Versailles.   
 
Opinions sought for scientific ocean 
drilling strategies 2013-2023 
The international scientific ocean drilling 
community recently published a science plan 
for the International Ocean Discovery 
Program. The document represents 
international priorities and lays out scientific 
challenges for the next 10 years of sub-
seafloor exploration and research. The U.S. 
scientific community is developing its 
priorities within this international framework 
and is asking scientists with interest in ocean 
drilling – whether through participation in 
expeditions, use of samples and data, or 
interest in scientific results – to complete an online survey.  The survey will document the U.S. 
community’s breadth and needs for future resources and guide representatives who will meet April 30-May 
2, 2012 to discuss strategies for  a 2013-2023 research program.  The survey is open until January 31, 2012.  
For more information and to take the survey, please visit http://iodp-usssp.org/workshop/strategies. 
 
Upcoming meetings 
- Rock magnetism and paleomagnetism session, St. Petersburg, Russia, October 8-12, 2012.  A session 

on rock magnetism and paleomagnetism will be held as part of the 9th international conference, 
Problems of the Geocosmos, to be held in St. Petersburg, Russia, October 8-12, 2012.  English will be the 
official language of the conference.  Online registration and abstract submission will open after February 
1 at http://geo.phys.spbu.ru/geocosmos.  Preliminary information is requested by April 15.  Registration 
and abstracts will be due June 15.  Contact Elena Sergienko (sergienk@mail.ru) or Andrei Kosterov 
(andrei.kosterov@gmail.com) for additional information. 

 
- 13th Castle Meeting, Zvolen, Slovakia, June 16-23, 2012.  Contributions are encouraged on a variety of 

rock-magnetic, paleomagnetic, archeomagnetic, and other topics.  The meeting will be held at the Hotel 
Polana, Zvolen, Slovakia.  Abstracts due March 14, 2012.  Additional information is available at 
http://gauss.savba.sk/castle2012.php?op=home. 

 
- European Geosciences Union General Assembly, Vienna, Austria, April 22-27, 2012.  Abstract 

deadline has passed.  http://meetings.copernicus.org/egu2012. 
 
- Santa Fe Conference on Rock Magnetism, Santa Fe, New Mexico, June 21-24, 2012.  Meeting details 

available at http://www.irm.umn.edu/IRM/index.html. 
 
Newsletter contributions are welcome.   
We welcome news items of general interest to the GP community.  Please keep them brief (150 words or 
less) and send to Rick Blakely (blakely@usgs.gov). 

 
—GP Executive Committee 
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