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President’s remarks 
You will notice above that this is the newsletter of our newly branded section that 
recognizes more accurately the breadth of our member’s activities. We are very proud to 
mark the work of our electromagnetism colleagues within the new name, GPE! 
This rebranding came about as a result of the result of the survey that was carried out in 
the latter half of last year – see http://tinyurl.com/GPEsurv 
As a result of the responses the Executive took the steps necessary to adopt the new 
section name above. I take this opportunity to thank everyone for the constructive 
dialogue that led to this conclusion. As a result our website and Facebook pages have 
been renamed, see below. 
 
Workings of AGU Part 1. 
For many members of the section the workings of AGU will probably be rather opaque. 
I’ll take this opportunity to say a few words about how your organisation is run. 
 
The council is composed of the Presidents and Presidents-elect of each Section or Focus 
Group. Council meets four times a year approximately, and is charged with handling 
the scientific affairs of the Union. This includes science policy and member-related 
issues; so position statements, medals, meetings, planning for the future (if science-
related) are all part of the mandate. Council does not handle issues related to finance; 
these are the domain of the Board.  
 
Sadly relations between AGU HQ and Council do not always function the way they 
should. Two recent examples are the following: (i) use of RFID within the badges at a 
recent Fall AGU, which caused a great deal of consternation 
amongst attendees; these were rightly dropped from subsequently meetings, but were 
implemented without any knowledge of the Council. (ii) A change in the way that 
coauthors were handled within the electronic submission system for presentations at Fall 
AGU; again this was implemented without any knowledge of Council, and raised 
questions of both ethics and efficiency when Council became aware of it. 
 
Laurie and I do our best to represent you and your interests, however it is impossible for 
Council members to opine when sometimes decisions are taken unilaterally by HQ. In the 
next newsletter I’ll discuss some of the ongoing topics that members may or may not be 
aware of. 
 
Revision of the bylaws (Past President RG) 
At the fall meeting, the Executive Committee approved the new bylaws.  Based on 
feedback from section members and AGU headquarters, the newly approved bylaws had 
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been lightly edited from those previously posted on the Section website for member 
comment.  The new bylaws included the new name of the section:  Geomagnetism, 
Paleomagnetism, and Electromagnetism. Subsequently AGU headquarters has requested 
further minor editing.  Thus the bylaws are currently being further revised.  When 
finalized they will be posted on the GPE section website. 
 
Fall 2015 AGU Meeting and OSPA winners 
The GPE Section had primary responsibility for 13 oral and 10 poster sessions at the 
2015 Fall AGU meeting, December 14-18, in addition to secondary sessions.  
 
Congratulations to our GPE Outstanding Student Paper Award winners 
 
Annemarieke Beguin, Utrecht University for her presentation: Micromagnetic 
Tomography in Practice 
 
Annemarieke writes: In 2010 I 
started my Bachelors in Earth 
Sciences at Utrecht University that I 
concluded in 2014 with a research 
project at Paleomagnetic laboratory 
‘Fort Hoofdijk' determining 
paleointensities from lavas from 
Gran Canaria. To finalize my 
Masters, I continued at the Fort to 
work on a very different, but equally 
exciting research project. For this project Lennart de Groot -my supervisor- and I 
collaborated with researchers from institutes in Trondheim (Norway), Delft and Twente 
(both in the Netherlands) to determine the magnetic moment of individual grains in a 
sample by mathematically inverting measurements done on the sample's surface. This 
project included programming our own inversion code, preparing synthetic samples and 
measuring the samples on various machines. At the AGU Fall meeting 2015, I presented 
the first results of our efforts in my presentation ‘Micro-magnetic Tomography in 
Practice’. I showed that we are able to obtain the full magnetic vector for individual 
grains within a bulk sample in a non-destructive way - at least for a small number of 
grains that are close to the sample's surface. With this result I graduated my Masters cum-
laude. I am now working as a Junior Researcher at the Fort and hopefully have the 
opportunity to continue my research project as a PhD student. 
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Anna Mittelholz, University of British Columbia for her presentation Global-scale 
external magnetic fields at Mars from Mars Global Surveyor data. 
 
Anna writes: After finishing my BSc in 
Geophysics in Munich (LMU and TUM) 
I came to the University of British 
Columbia to start my MSc. I upgraded to 
the PhD program in May 2015. I was 
fascinated with Mars during my 
undergrad, and have been studying this 
planet ever since. At the moment I am 
particularly interested in the magnetic 
field. The Martian magnetic field is 
characterized by interaction of internal 
and external fields and with Maven in 
orbit and soon InSight at the surface 
both carrying magnetometers, we have a 
unique possibility of measuring 
magnetic fields at the surface and in 
orbit potentially leading to magnetic 
sounding studies and a better 
understanding of the Martian interior.     

I want to be part of this journey of 
investigating the red planet!  
 

  
 
 
2016 Election of GPE section officers 
The slate of candidates for GPE posts has been announced and we are grateful to the 
following for their willingness to stand and serve the GPE section. 
 

 
The President's Helmet will be carried forth by one of the following as President-elect: 
 
Andrew Roberts, Australian National University, Canberra 
Catherine Johnson, University of British Columbia, Vancouver  
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The duties of Secretary will be performed by either of these candidates: 
 
Kerry Key, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla 
France Lagroix, IPGP, Paris 
 
I urge members to exercise their democratic right by casting their vote in the forthcoming 
elections (http://elections.agu.org/). 
 
GPE Executive Committee student representative 
We take this opportunity to thank our present student representative, Sarah Slotznick, for 
her service to the EC. She steps down later this year as she has graduated! 
As a result we are soliciting expressions of interest from PhD students to serve in this 
post. The term of office is nominally two years. Much of the work is done by email. If 
you are interested in playing a role in the GPE section, please send a short letter of 
motivation to Laurie Brown at lbrown@geo.umass.edu 
 
GPE Community Access – names have changed! 
As a result of our name change, your favorite information portals have been renamed: 
 
The GPE web site is now: http://geopaleoelectromagnetism.agu.org/ 
and we would welcome updates to our entries on Laboratories, Software, Education, and 
other information. 
 
We also welcome photos or other fun and interesting information on our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/AGUGeoPaleoElectroMagnetism 
 
 
Exxon donations to AGU 
Many of you will be aware that AGU accepts a monetary donation from Exxon that helps 
to fund the student breakfast at AGU. In light of media coverage of Exxon’s activities 
concerning climate change, the acceptance of this money has been recently reviewed by 
AGU. A decision was taken to continue to accept this money. If you have opinions or 
thoughts on this matter please send them directly to AGU – CEO Christine McEntee 
encourages direct feedback to her: CMcEntee@agu.org 
 
GPE Executive Committee 
The GPE Executive Committee currently includes the following people: 
President: Andy Jackson 
President-Elect: Laurie Brown 



The  Flux  Line 
News of the Geomagnetism, Paleomagnetism and 

Electromagnetism Section of AGU 
 

June 2016 
 

5 
 

Past President: Richard Gordon 
Secretary: Julie Bowles 
GP Webmaster: Katerina Petronotis 
Student Scientist: Sarah Slotznick 
Early Career Scientist: Kerry Key 
Flux Line Editor: Ken Kodama 
 
 
Thanks again to 2G Enterprises! 
Once again, 2G Enterprises has underwritten part of the cost of our 2015 GP Business Meeting 
and Reception on Tuesday, December 16th starting at about 6:30 pm. 2G is a long-time supporter 
of our Section. Their support is very much appreciated by GPE members and officers alike.

 
Deadline for AGU abstracts for the Fall 2016 AGU meeting in San 
Francisco: August 3rd. 
The Fall 2016 AGU meeting will be held in San Francisco again this year, December 12-16. This 
will be the last San Francisco meeting for several years because the Moscone Center is 
undergoing renovation. The 2017 meeting will be in New Orleans and the 2018 meeting will be 
in Washington, DC. The AGU plans to return the Fall meeting to San Francisco in 2019.\ 
 
Registration is open for the 23rd Electromagnetic Induction Workshop 
The 23rd Electromagnetic Induction Workshop (EMIW2016) will be held in Thailand for 
the first time.  Oral and poster sessions will cover EM instrumentation, source fields, data 
processing, EM theory, modelling and inversion (including 3D and joint inversion), rock 
resistivity, tectonic applications, global and planetary EM, marine EM, and resource 
applications including geothermal energy, petroleum, minerals and groundwater, 
environment and hazards.  The venue for the workshop is at the Empress Convention 
Center, The Empress Hotels (www.empresshotels.com) located in Chiang Mai, the 
largest city in the northern part of Thailand. The workshop dates are August 14-20, 2016. 
For more information see the workshop website, www.emiw2016.org, or join a Facebook 
group, “EMIW2016-THAILAND”. 


