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Why are we collecting website data from members of the LANDInG Academy?  

The LANDInG CoP is offered as a platform for current and aspiring DEI champions in the (geo)sciences to 
build their own capacity, share resources, and strengthen their own professional networks. Our program 
evaluation and research efforts seek to understand whether the CoP is achieving these goals.  

What kind of data will be collected?  

The primary focus of our research and analyses will be to understand website use analytics and related 
participation data – for example: Who are the primary members of our community and how do they use 
the site? Are some resources used more often than others? Do some members use some reasons more 
than others? To answer these (and related) questions, we will collect information on how frequently 
people access the site, what resources people access, and whether there are any patterns in use of those 
resources. Beyond website analytics, we will also explore (anonymized) contributions to the resource 
library and discussion boards to better understand members’ questions, interests, and needs.  

How will data be managed and analyzed?  

All data collected from the CoP will be managed and analyzed by Community Science, an external (third-
party) evaluation team contracted to provide evaluation services to our program. Any data collected from 
the CoP will be deidentified (i.e., no names, email addresses will be downloaded with our datasets). Once 
data are downloaded, individual data will be aggregated using strategies than ensure privacy and 
confidentiality during analysis and reporting. No individual level data will ever be reported in any 
documents that may result from these analyses.  

How will the results of this research be used?  

Summary data resulting from our research efforts will be used for internal and external reporting (e.g., to 
the National Science Foundation in our annual reports documenting project outcomes) of our program 
outcomes. Program evaluation results will support improving the value of the CoP over time.  In addition, 
we may publish summary results in peer-reviewed journals or present summaries at academic 
conferences where such data may be of value to other DEI scholars and practitioners.  

How can I participate (or withdraw participation)? 

You can participate in (or withdraw participation) this research at any time by going to your Profile and 
opting in (or out) of the agreement to use your website participation data for our research.  

Whom can I contact if I have questions about the CoP evaluation research?  

If you have questions about the evaluation of the CoP you may contact AGU LANDInG Project's Lead 
Evaluator, Kavita Mittapalli, Ph.D., MN Associates & Community Science at: 
surveys@communityscience.com.  
 
This research was reviewed by Solutions IRB (Protocol No. 2021/07/32, Approved 11/24/2021, No 
Expiration, Exempt). If you have questions about your rights as a research subject, you may contact 
Solutions IRB at: participants@solutionsirb.com, or tel.: 855.226.4472.  
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