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Dear friends and Colleagues,

The Fall AGU meeting is just 
around the corner and along 

with it our annual PPEM dinner and 
business meeting.  This year marks a 
transition in the Steering Committee, 
with the departure of Wenlu Zhu and 
Jessica Warren.  They both deserve a 
big round of applause, Wenlu for her 
work as the Chair and Jessica for her 
work as the Webmaster. Thank you! 

The PPEM Steering Committee 
now includes Margaret Boettcher, 
Christine McCarthy, Tom Mitchell, 
Nick Austin, Brian Bonner, Andy 
Rathbun and yours truly.  Christine 
has taken over the duties of Webmas-
ter, you can find her handiwork at: 
http://sites.agu.org/ppem/, and Andy 
is a new member of the Fine Dining 
Search Team.  Steve Blair retired from 
Fine Dining duties this year, after 8 
years of service with Brian Bonner. 
Steve was responsible for organiz-
ing and hosting the wonderful din-
ners over that time and we owe him a 
big Thank You!  We look forward to 
thanking him in person at this year’s 
dinner, which will be held on Mon-
day December 12th at the restaurant 
Arabian Nights.  We decided to try 
something different and go back to 

the days when we ventured out from 
Union Square. But don’t worry, we’re 
not going too far.  Arabian Nights is 
in the Mission.  It’s easy to reach via 
BART, buses, or Uber/Lyft. You can 
find additional details and the dinner 
registration form on the PPEM web-
site. 

This is a good time to look back 
at all the great things that have hap-
pened for PPEM scientists this year 
and ahead at what’s on the horizon.  
The Gordon Conference on Rock De-
formation was a big success again this 
year, with many great talks and lively 
discussion.  This year’s meeting was 
led by François Renard and Julia 
Morgan and the theme was ‘From 
Slow to Fast Rock Deformation and 
Back.’  François and Julia organized 
an exciting set talks and pulled some 
strings with the local weather gurus 
to produce a beautiful week of warm, 
clear days and nights at The Proctor 
Academy in New Hampshire, USA.  
Again this year, the GRC was preced-
ed by the Gordon Research Seminar, 
where early career researchers met 
for two days and discussed their lat-
est results. This year’s GRS Chairs, 
Elizabeth H. Madden and Suzanne 
Hangx reported a lively set of discus-
sions and vigorous interaction among 
a full-to-capacity event.  Regrettably, 
they had to turn many interested stu-
dents away due to strong interest.  For 
2018, Early Career researchers are 
advised to register early.  The 2018 
GRC will be led by Julia Morgan and 
Dan Faulkner.

Please plan to attend this year’s 
PPEM special session, MR32A, 
which will be held on Wednesday 
Dec. 14. The session “Physical Prop-
erties of Earth Materials (PPEM): 
Rock Deformation Over Various 
Time and Spatial Scales” will show-
case results of geoscientists and mate-
rials scientists who use experiments, 
theory and observation to study the 
properties of Earth’s materials.  

This is the last time for AGU in San 
Francisco for a few years, while the 
Moscone Center undergoes a major 
renovation.  We’ll be in New Orleans 
next year and Washington DC the 
following for 2018.  Please begin to 
think about topical special sessions 
for next year’s meeting. 

The 2017 EGU meeting in Vi-
enna will be held from April 23-28. 
The abstract deadline is soon, 11 Jan 
2017, so start thinking about that. 
You can find additional information 
here www.egu2017.eu . 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
San Francisco!

I’m looking forward to seeing you 
all at the annual PPEM dinner!

Best regards,
Chris



logical outcrops that will hopefully 
trigger interdisciplinary discus-
sions. The field trip will include a 
visit to the Dead Sea (the lowest 
location on  Earth’s surface), the 
seismically-active Dead Sea Fault 
system, the rising Sedom salt dia-
pir, soft-sediment deformations 
within seismogenic slumps at Na-
hal Perazim, and to dramatic out-
crops of deformation bands within 
the Hazera anticline (the “Small 
Crater”).

Conference sessions will in-
clude topics on fault mechan-

ics, static and dynamic deforma-
tion, fault healing/sealing, time 

dependent deformation, induced 
seismicity, scaling relations, and 
fluid driven fracture mechanics. 

The conference venue is at 
theYe’arim Hotel (http://eng.

yearimhotel.com/About) in Ma’ale 
HaHamisha; a Kibbutz in the Ju-
dean Mountains. In line with EU-
RO-conference tradition, this lo-
cation is outside of urban centers 
so as to encourage discussion and 
networking between conference 
participants.

A detailed program can be found 
at: https://euroconf2017.form-

wizard.net/
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The 12th EURO-Conference on 
Rock Physics and Geo-me-

chanics will take place at Novem-
ber 5-10, 2017, in Ma’ale HaHa-
misha, Israel. The theme for this 
conference is “Bridging between 
Rock Physics and Structural Geol-
ogy”. 

Rock physicists and structural 
geologists study similar defor-

mation processes but have different 
methods to measure and describe 
the variables involved. For ex-
ample, rock physicists accurately 
measure stress/strain components 
in the laboratory, whereas structur-
al geologists estimate finite strain 
and infer paleo-stress from analy-
sis of fracture directions and stria-
tions at outcrops.  Rock physicists 
study the mechanical and physical 
behaviors of small samples where-
as structural geologists study pro-
cesses at much larger scales. The 
use of numerical models is one 
way to bridge between the different 
scales and methodologies used in 
the two different disciplines. The 
goal of this conference is to raise 
the awareness of the two commu-
nities to the differences in their dis-
ciplines and to explore possibilities 
to bridge between them. Accord-
ingly, in addition to oral presenta-
tions we plan a full day field trip 
to locations with spectacular geo-

12th Eurocon-
ference on Rock 

Physics
~Eyal Shalev~

Geological Survey of Israel
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The 11th Gordon Research Con-
ference (GRC) on Rock De-

formation was held last August, 
21-26 in Proctor Academy, New 
Hampshire and it was a great suc-
cess. The topic was “From Slow to 
Fast Rock Deformation and Back”. 
Around 160 attendees joined the 
conference with researchers from 
geology, geophysics, civil en-
gineering, and rock mechanics, 
including participants from the 
industry and many early career 

scientists. The science program in-
cluded more than twenty keynote 
talks, and 130 poster presentations. 
As always, GRC provide an ideal 
setting for in-depth discussions and 
interactions among scientists at all 
stages of their careers. At the busi-
ness meeting during the confer-
ence, Dr. Dan Faulkner (University 
of Liverpool) was elected the Chair 
for the 13th GRC on Rock Defor-
mation in 2020. Given the excellent 
facility at Proctor Academy, and 
the impeccable late August weather 
in New Hampshire, we hope to re-
turn to this GRC site in 2018. Stay 
tuned!

François Renard (Chair 2016) & 
Julia Morgan (Chair 2018)

https://www.grc.org/programs.
aspx?id=12530

Power Hour at the 11th GRC on 
Rock Deformation

The GRC sponsored the first in-
formal Power Hour at the GRC 

on Rock Deformation on Monday af-
ternoon.  This session, co-organized 
by GRC Vice-Chair Julia Morgan 
and GRS Co-Chair Betsy Madden, 
was designed to help address chal-
lenges women face in science and 
to support their professional devel-
opment through an open forum for 
discussion and mentoring.  More 
than 50 GRC participants attended, 
of which about 60% were women. 
Discussion was animated and posi-
tive, addressing topical issues such 
as implicit bias in the work place, 
work-life balance, dual-career cou-
ples, expectations and approaches 
to science and research, role mod-
els, and importantly, engaging men 
in discussions, as was well demon-
strated during this gathering.  There 
was great enthusiasm for holding 
similar sessions in the future.

2016 Gordon Research 
Conference and Semi-
nar on Rock Deforma-
tion

~ François Renard ~
University of Oslo

~ Julia Morgan ~
Rice Unversity



DRT 2017 will be hosted at the 
Eden Court Theatre in In-

verness (Scotland), and it is organ-
ised by the Tectonics group of the 
University of Aberdeen. This 21st 
edition will keep the tradition of 
DRT focusing on the study of the 
deformation behaviour, rheology 
of minerals, rocks and materials, 
and tectonics. At the same time, we 
would like to emphasize discus-
sions on the geophysical expres-
sion of deformation processes, and 
will include a component of applied 
structural geology.

Looking forward to seeing you in 
Inverness!

Dates:  
• Sunday 30th April to Thursday 

4th May 2017

• Pre-conference excursions (op-
tional): Sunday 30th April 2017

• Post-conference fieldtrip (op-
tional): Friday 5th May to Sat-
urday 7th May 2017

Location: Eden Court Theatre, In-
verness, Scotland.

h t t p : / / w w w . a b d n . a c . u k /
geosciences/events/drt2017-1091.
php
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The Deformation Mechanisms, 
Rheology and Tectonics (DRT) 

conference is a biennial internation-
al meeting that has been running for 
40 years, organised and hosted by 
academic staff from different Eu-
ropean universities. DRT is one of 
the main world forums for present-
ing and discussing research in the 
fields of rock deformation, struc-
tural geology, rheology, tectonics, 
microstructures, rock physics and 
interactions between deformation 
and metamorphic/diagenetic reac-
tions.

DRT 2017 - 21st Inter-
national Conference on 
Deformation Mecha-
nisms, Rheology and 
Tectonics

Enrique Gomez-Rivas, Rob 
Butler, Dave Healy, Clare 

Bond, Ian Alsop, David Iaco-
pini, Hannah Watkins, Dave 
Cornwell & Randell Stephen-

son, University of Aberdeen

Over the years, PPEM has main-
tained a small endowment that 

has been used to support activities 
at the Gordon Conference on Rock 
Deformation and other scientific 
venues.

We encourage you to consider 
a contribution.  You can con-

tribute at the annual PPEM dinner 
or by sending a check directly to 
the PPEM Treasurer Nick Beeler 
(nbeeler@usgs.gov).

The Glencoul Thrust in its type locality: part of the mid-conference field excursion.

Consider a Donation to 
PPEM

DEFORM in EOS

In case you missed it, take a look at 
the recent EOS article on the DE-

FORM initiative.  The article aims 
to to communicate the objectives of 
DEFORM to build collaborations,  
share labs, develop new apparatus, 
and innovate scientifically with the 
broader AGU community.  

https://eos.org/opinions/laboratory-
s h a r i n g - t o - i m p r o v e - r o c k -
deformation-research

Kronenberg, A., G. Hirth, N. 
Lapusta, J. Chester, A. Freed, C. 
Marone, and T. Tullis (2016), Lab-
oratory sharing to improve rock 
deformation research, Eos, 97, 
doi:10.1029/2016EO063465. Pub-
lished on 29 November 2016.


