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AFP WPA Announces 2022 Honorees for National Philanthropy Day®  

October 1, 2022: For Immediate Release - Pittsburgh, PA -- The Western Pennsylvania Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP) is proud to announce the honorees of the 2022 National Philanthropy Day® Awards. The 
awardees will be celebrated at the annual National Philanthropy Day® event on November 17th, 2022, at 5:00 pm the LeMont 
Pittsburgh.  
 
National Philanthropy Day® acknowledges the entire spectrum of services provided by the non-profit community and 
recognizes the profound impact that philanthropy has on the fabric of our society. Each year, AFP WPA honors individuals and 
groups who, through their hard work and dedication, have enhanced philanthropy, our community, and the world. This year 
awardees are:  
 
Outstanding Philanthropists: Mr. David and Dr. Joann Shaw - Nominated by: WVU Foundation 
The Shaws invest, inspire, create, and pursue a vision for better healthcare, advanced education, and achieving dreams. This 
incredibly generous and inspiring couple will be recognized for their pivotal support of several nonprofit organizations 
including their alma mater West Virginia University. 
 
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser (adult): Karen L. Larrimer - Nominated by: Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh 
Karen donates her time, talent, and treasure regularly in service of her colleagues and community. She serves as the President 
of the Board of Directors at the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh (CMP), as a Board member and Executive Committee 
member for the United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania, and on the Board of Trustees at Robert Morris University. 
 
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser (youth): Rocco Otto - Nominated by: Robindale and Virtuous 
Moon Area High School student Rocco Otto who, after witnessing the effects of juvenile diabetes and childhood cancer on his 
friends and family, founded his own non-profit organization, The No Child Fights Alone Foundation. The mission is to lead the 
fight against childhood cancer and diabetes through research funding, medical assistance for families and support for 
multicultural communities. 
 
Outstanding Fundraising Executive: Sara Schumacher, CFRE - Nominated by: Washington Health System 
An active AFP member and respected philanthropic leader, Sara Schumacher is the Executive Director of the Washington 
Health System Foundation. She will be recognized for her hugely successful fundraising and transformational leadership 
efforts to benefit both her current organization as well as the Monongahela Valley Hospital system.  
 
Special Lifetime Achievement Award: Alice Del Vecchio - Nominated by: Achieva 
Alice is well-known nonprofit professional with decades of experience leading young people to live fulfilling lives by making a 
difference in the world where they live. Alice was instrumental in developing the Nonprofit Management Program at Slippery 
Rock University (SRU) and is currently the Director of SRU's Institute for Nonprofit Leadership. 

NPD Event Co-Chairs are Karen Kutzer and George Omiros. For information regarding tickets and sponsorships, visit 
www.afpwpa.org.  

*** 
The world’s largest network of fundraising professionals, the Association of Fundraising Professionals stimulates a world of 

generosity and positive social change through best practices in development. Its 33,000 members raise $115 billion annually—
more than one-quarter of all charitable giving in North America. The AFP Western PA Chapter represents more than 175 

charitable fundraisers in western Pennsylvania and northern West Virginia.  
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