
PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Dear AFP Greater Detroit Chapter Members,

Here we are in June! Please do set aside time for
yourself this month to renew your personal
philanthropy practice. I know that this practice is
different for each one of us. We bring to our
philanthropy practice our lived experience, our
values and our personal passions. Celebrate that!

Part of your commitment to your personal
philanthropy practice can be reaching out to our
Chapter and to your fellow members.

I was speaking at a recent AFP Townhall and was referencing my daily practice.
Thomas Moore wrote “Even the smallest acts of everyday existence are
important to the soul”. My morning philanthropy ritual is a cup of coffee at my
desk and a quotation or passage from a book I am reading before the rush of the
day takes over. I have had to be firm with myself to preserve this small moment
in my day! Even if I read only a few lines of text, it is a ritual that sets the tone
for me. I conclude each evening with personally signing donor acknowledgement
letters. This quiet, contemplative time to focus on gratitude at the end of
everyday centers me, grounds me and connects me to donors, clients, and my
community. Your practice might look very different. I urge you to recommit
yourself to your practice, or to create one in a very intentional way with
morning and evening philanthropy rituals to frame your day. In the endless rush
of our professional lives, a ritualized practice adds a needed element of grace
and space in the day and allows you to be a more attentive practitioner of our
profession.

[Click here for complete letter.]

With warm regards for summer,

Melissa Weisse, CFRE
President, AFP Greater Detroit Chapter
Vice President and Chief Philanthropy Officer, Leader Dogs for the Blind

AFP GDC STATEMENT ON BUFFALO AND UVALDE
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Please read the AFP – Greater Detroit Chapter statement in regards to the
heinous events in Buffalo and Uvalde, signed by Shenise Foote, Vice President of
the AFP GDC IDEA Committee and in support and allyship by AFP GDC President,
Melissa Weisse, CFRE.

I am at a complete loss for words. What do you say? What can you say? There
are no words to describe the feelings associated to knowing ten innocent Black
people were murdered in the supermarket merely because they existed. No
words can describe the angst, anger, and hopelessness that just ten days later,
19 children and two adults were slaughtered while in their classroom. My heart
is shattered, and my thoughts are consumed by grief and frustration of these
heinous crimes.

It’s been two years, almost to the date, that AFP - Greater Detroit Chapter
released a statement following the social justice atrocities of 2020. I am
heartbroken, yet not surprised, that in 2022 we are still having to fight for our
right to live, to breathe. “I can’t breathe!” takes on an entirely different
meaning. This time, it’s not only the police that have us in a chokehold, it’s
the laws, policies, and dangerous and hateful rhetoric that is strangling our
country’s most vulnerable; youth and people of color. As a professional group
of fundraisers, we are tasked with helping to enrich the lives of those we
serve...

[Click here for the complete statement.]

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY AWARDS ARE NOW OPEN

31ST ANNUAL NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY

Nominate a Deserving Individual or Organization Today!

The 31st Annual National Philanthropy Day is the Association of Fundraising
Professionals (AFP) Greater Detroit Chapter's premier event, to celebrate and

honor the passion, commitment and leadership of Southeastern Michigan's
philanthropists, distinguished volunteers and those in the fundraising

profession. For the first time since the 2019 National Philanthropy Day, we will
be hosting this event in person on November 3, 2022 at the MotorCity Casino
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Hotel in Detroit. Stay tuned, more exciting announcements to come!

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2022 Philanthropy Awards.
Categories and criteria are outlined here. For a list of past honorees, click here.

Submit your nomination forms by 5:00 pm EST on Thursday, June 30.

Questions? Please contact Marc Berke (marc.berke@aaomi.org), Chair of the
2022 National Philanthropy Day Awards Committee.

MAKE YOUR NOMINATIONS TODAY!

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Join the AFP Greater Detroit Chapter for
these upcoming virtual programs! A large
portion of our programs are FREE for
members. Click here for a list of upcoming
programs.

Virtual Town Hall – Juneteenth Edition
June 21, 12:00 - 1:00 PM

Building a Culture of Philanthropy Part 2: Programming and Philanthropy, a
Symbiotic Relationship
July 14, 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Building a Culture of Philanthropy Part 3: Engaging Non-Fundraising
Colleagues in Philanthropy
August 11, 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

CFRE Refresher Course (5-day course)
September 13, 15, 20, 22, & 27; 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CONSULTANT?

Are you looking for a consultant? If so, we’re
pleased to offer our Consultants Directory.
Whether they're used for a special project
or to supplement small staff missing
specialized expertise, consultants can
greatly enhance the work of nonprofit
organizations. These consultants are
members of AFP, ensuring they hold the
high standards and best practices
represented by the Association of

Fundraising Professionals.
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Find a Consultant

JOIN THE AFP GDC CONSULTANT DIRECTORY

Are you a consultant looking to get your
name in front of nonprofit organizations
throughout southeast Michigan? Do you
want RFPs sent directly to your inbox? If so,
you'll want to join the AFP Greater Detroit
Chapter's Consultant Directory.

Your listing in the Consultant Directory will
showcase your business and services, and
connect you with local nonprofits who may
be looking for a consultant to outsource
services to.

Consultant listings are $250 per year and include:

Business name 
Overview of your business/services
Link to business website
Contact information (phone, email, address)
Logo
Plus, you will be sent any RFPs that we receive through our online RFP
submission form.

Consultants do need to be an AFP GDC member. Not a member? No worries,
learn how to join here!

Join the AFP GDC Consultant Directory

JOB LISTINGS

Job Seekers
Looking for a new opportunity? Click
here to see available positions.

Employers
Have an open position you are looking to
fill with a great development professional?

Post your open position to the AFP Greater Detroit Chapter job page and
connect to more than 300 chapter members and their networks of development
professionals. We'll even send your listing out via e-mail to all active AFP
Greater Detroit members!

$100 AFP Greater Detroit Members
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$200 Non-Members

Want more information? Click here to visit AFP Greater Detroit's job center or
contact Michele Hines at mihines@umich.edu.

JOIN AFP GREATER DETROIT... IT'S A GREAT TIME TO BECOME A
MEMBER!

For 50 years, AFP has been the standard for
professionalism in fundraising. Learn more
about AFP, its activities and people, and
how you can be involved.

To join online, go to www.afpglobal.org/join. For a list of AFP Membership
Benefits, click here. The AFP GDC offers a Membership Scholarship and
applications are now being accepted. Click here to learn more and submit your
application.

Questions? Call the AFP Membership Department at (800) 666-3863.

KEEP IN TOUCH! FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Join AFP GDC's social media communities and stay up to date on our latest
programs, membership benefits, and other news! Plus, share your knowledge
with - and learn from - your colleagues! We're actively posting each week
(maybe more), so consider following AFP GDC on Facebook, Twitter, or join our
group on LinkedIn below.

Click here to follow us
on Facebook.

Click here to follow us
on Twitter.

Click here to join our
group on LinkedIn.
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