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Leslie Carmona, CFRE is the Senior Director of Donor Experience and Individual 

Giving at Wayne State University. Born and raised in Detroit, she graduated from the 

University of Michigan in 2008 with a B.A. in Sociology and completed her graduate 

work at Michigan State University. She has worked in Development for over 13 years 

and serves as the President of the Greater Detroit Chapter of AFP. Prior to joining 

the Wayne State team, she raised funds for the Humane Society of Broward County, 

the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo and Michigan State University. Leslie has spoken at 

conferences across the country, and you can find her published work in the Journal 

of Education Advancement and Marketing. She now lives in Detroit with her 

husband Michael and dogs Harley and Ivy.

Leslie Carmona, CFRE
President, Association of Fundraising Professionals- 

Greater Detroit Chapter



Ragan is the Senior Vice President for External Relations at College Possible, the nation’s 
largest college access and success nonprofit, focused on expanding college opportunities 
for underrepresented students. In this role he leads fundraising, marketing and 
communications and advocacy programs.

Ragan has helped lead philanthropy, marketing and external relations for regional and 
national nonprofits since 1999, when he served as Lawrence Technological University’s 
senior vice president for university advancement and led the completion of their first 
comprehensive fundraising campaign. Ragan has led the completion of several successful 
fundraising campaigns including Focus: HOPE’s $100 M capital campaign. He also led 
fundraising for the Detroit Symphony Orchestra during the Great Recession and for Brad 
Pitt’s Make It Right Foundation following Hurricane Katrina.

Ragan also served for as a publicly elected trustee and chairperson of Schoolcraft College, 
where he was the nation’s youngest college governing board chairman. He continues to 
serve and lead several boards, including Advantage Health (Vice Chairperson), All Saints 
Literacy Center (Chairperson), and the Association of Fundraising Professionals (Past 
President). 

He was recently recognized with the Dr. John S. Lore Outstanding Fundraising Professional 
Award by the Association of Fundraising Professionals and as a “Notable Leader in 
Philanthropy” by Crain’s Detroit Business. 

Steve Ragan
Chair, National Philanthropy Day Breakfast Roundtable 

Association of Fundraising Professionals- Greater Detroit Chapter 
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Mitch Albom is an internationally renowned and best-selling author, journalist, 

screenwriter, playwright, radio and television broadcaster and musician. His 

books have collectively sold more than 40 million copies worldwide; have been 

published in 51 territories and in 48 languages around the world; and have been 

made into Emmy Award-winning and critically-acclaimed television movies. In 

2006, he founded the nonprofit SAY Detroit, an organization for major health, 

housing and education initiatives for Detroit's most underserved citizens, which 

also includes a dessert shop and a gourmet popcorn line to fund them. He also 

operates a home and school in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, which he visits monthly. He 

lives with his wife, Janine, in Michigan.

The Changing Role of Philanthropy 
in Greater Detroit Moderator:

Mitch Albom

Founder Say Detroit,

Best Selling Author

https://saydetroit.org/
https://detroitwaterice.com/
https://brownbagpopcorn.com/
https://havefaithhaiti.org/


Richard (Ric) L. DeVore became president of the Community Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan on April 1, 2022. The Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan is one 
of the top 25 community foundations in the country. Since its inception, the 
organization has distributed more than $1.4 billion through approximately 85,000 
grants, mostly to nonprofit organizations throughout Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, 
Monroe, Washtenaw, St. Clair, and Livingston counties.

Before joining the Community Foundation, DeVore was executive vice president and 
regional president of PNC Bank in Detroit and Southeast Michigan. With more than 40 
years of financial services experience, DeVore served as PNC’s lead banker in the 
region and chaired the local PNC Foundation. 

He led PNC’s metro Detroit education and equity initiatives associated with the bank’s 
2020 commitment to deploy $1 billion nationwide to combat systemic racism and 
support the economic empowerment of African Americans. In 2015, DeVore was 
named a Detroit News Michiganian of the Year for his leadership of PNC’s Grow Up 
Great program, which focuses on pre-K education.

DeVore has served on the boards of numerous local nonprofit organizations. He 
joined Oakland University’s Board of Trustees in July 2013, became board chair in 
2016, and served in that role for two years. DeVore currently serves on the board of 
directors of Priority Health, the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, and the Downtown 
Detroit Partnership.

DeVore holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the University of 
Michigan and a master’s degree in business from Wayne State University, where he 
taught banking and finance courses for four years. He completed the Wharton School 
of Advanced Risk Management course in 2008.

Panelist:

Ric Devore
President and CEO,

Community Foundation for

Southeast Michigan
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Wendy Lewis Jackson is managing director for the Detroit Program. She leads The 

Kresge Foundation’s efforts to revitalize Detroit and to strengthen its social and 

economic fabric. Her work supports organizations providing economic opportunity for 

low-income people and addresses the needs of vulnerable children and families.

Prior to joining Kresge in 2008, Wendy was a program director for Children and 

Family Initiatives and executive director for education initiatives at the Grand Rapids 

Community Foundation in Grand Rapids, Mich. She taught at Grand Valley State 

University in Allendale, Mich., and has co-authored and assisted in the publication of 

several reports and publications that address community needs and problem 

solving.

Wendy is an American Marshall Memorial Fellow of the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States; the Association of Black Foundation Executives named her an Emerging 

Leader in 2008. Wendy earned a bachelor’s degree in political science and 

communications from the University of Michigan. She also holds a master’s degree in 

social work from U-M, with a concentration in community organization and social 

policy and planning.

Panelist:

Wendy Lewis 

Jackson
Managing Director,

Kresge Foundation

The Changing Role 
of Philanthropy 
in Greater Detroit



Kylee Mitchell Wells is the Executive Director of Ballmer Group’s Southeast 

Michigan team, where she sets and leads strategy and investments to 

improve economic mobility for children and families in the region and the 

state. Kylee holds an extensive background in nonprofit program 

management, government, and corporate finance. Her previous roles include 

Senior Director–Michigan Market at Enterprise Community Partners, 

Associate Director for the City of Detroit Office of Grants Management, and 

Program Officer on the Financial Stability Team of United Way for 

Southeastern Michigan.

Panelist:

Kylee Mitchell Wells, 
Executive Director, SE 

Michigan, The Ballmer 

Group 

The Changing Role 
of Philanthropy 
in Greater Detroit



Faye Nelson is director of Michigan Programs at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek, Michigan. In this role, 
she supports foundation efforts to promote thriving children, working families and equitable communities.

Faye provides leadership and oversight of the foundation’s investments in Michigan to create conditions that 
ensure children have opportunities to thrive in equitable communities. Based in WKKF’s Detroit office, Faye leads 
the foundation’s statewide grantmaking priorities, in collaboration and partnership with grantees, communities, 
and other stakeholders throughout the region. Prior to joining the Kellogg Foundation, Nelson served as the 2017-
2018 Sojourner Truth Fellow at the University of Michigan Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning. 
Using the transformation of the Detroit riverfront as a case study, Nelson and graduate students – from both 
Taubman College and the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy – examined, over the course of thirteen weeks, the 
catalytic impact of placemaking and public space development in 
urban communities like Detroit.

Previously, Nelson was vice president of DTE Energy, and president and board chair of the DTE Energy Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of the company. During her tenure, Nelson co-led the restructuring of the foundation and 
oversaw its annual grantmaking to over 400 nonprofits throughout the state of Michigan. Prior to her role at DTE 
Energy, Nelson served as the inaugural president and CEO of the Detroit RiverFront Conservancy and led the 
restoration of the Detroit riverfront. During Nelson’s ten year tenure, she oversaw the public-private partnership 
transformation of the abandoned industrial waterfront into a vibrant public space of more than 3.5 miles of parks, 
plazas, pavilions, and pathways. To date, the riverfront receives more than three million annual visitors and has 
generated more than $1 billion in public and private investment. Nelson is actively involved in her community and 
has more than 20 years of board service experience – 14 of which were with Compuware Corporation. Currently, 
she serves on the board of several Detroit area organizations, including the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and 
Corewell Health.

Nelson is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Detroit News Michiganian of the Year, 2022; Crain’s 
Detroit Business 100 Most Influential Women in Michigan Award, 2021 and 2016; Michigan Business Hall of Fame 
Inductee, 2020; Joyce Ivy Foundation Leader of the Year Award, 2019; the Walsh College Jeffery Barry Education 
Excellence & Community Service Award; the Damon J. Keith 24th Annual Soul and Spirit Humanitarian Award; the 
Grio’s 100 African American History Makers presented by NBC News; and the Milliken Distinguished Service Award 
from the Michigan Environmental Council. Nelson earned a Bachelor of Arts in political science from Mercy College 
of Detroit and a law degree from the University of Detroit School of Law. She is a member of the State Bar of 
Michigan and a life member of the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference. The W.K Kellogg Foundation (WKKF), founded 
in 1930 as an independent, private foundation by breakfast cereal innovator and entrepreneur Will Keith Kellogg, 
is among the largest philanthropic foundations in the United States. Guided by the belief that all children should 
have an equal opportunity to thrive, WKKF works with communities to create conditions for vulnerable children so 
they can realize their full potential in school, work and life.

The Kellogg Foundation is based in Battle Creek, Michigan, and works throughout the United States and 
internationally, as well as with sovereign tribes. Special attention is paid to priority places where there are high 
concentrations of poverty and where children face significant barriers to success. WKKF priority places in the U.S. 
are in Michigan, Mississippi, New Mexico and New Orleans; and internationally, are in Mexico and Haiti. For more 
information, visit www.wkkf.org.

Panelist:

Faye Nelson
Michigan Director,

W.K. Kellogg Foundation
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Mary Culler is president of Ford Motor Company Fund, a role she assumed Jan. 1, 2020, 
overseeing the company’s philanthropic investments through community partnerships and 
programming in more than 40 countries. She is also the Chair for Ford’s Michigan Central 
Station project, overseeing the strategic direction of the historic train station 
redevelopment and other Ford properties in Corktown.

Prior to these roles, Culler served as Bill Ford’s chief of staff for eight years. She was also 
the director of U.S. State and Local Government Relations where she managed Ford’s 
engagement with policymakers nationwide on a wide range of automotive and community 
issues. Her team also negotiated investment and job creation incentives in Ford plant 
states.

Other positions at Ford included managing Ford’s North Central Region’s Government 
Relations Office in Chicago, Illinois, where she spearheaded the company’s Operation 
Better World community and dealer relations efforts. She also led Ford’s Global Public 
Policy office in Dearborn, Michigan, managing the development of key company policies 
and positions.

Prior to joining Ford in 1999, Culler worked for Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley as manager 
of the city’s Industrial Development Program. In that capacity, she worked with businesses 
on economic development and job creation initiatives.

Culler also held several positions at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, D.C., including deputy director of the National Brownfields program where she 
launched the national program to remove regulatory barriers regarding the cleanup of 
abandoned industrial properties. She also worked in the U.S. Senate on energy and natural 
resource issues for the Chair of the Energy and Natural Resource Committee.

Culler holds a bachelor’s degree from Indiana University and a master’s degree in public 
administration from Harvard University. She lives in Birmingham, Michigan, with her 
husband, Andy Norman, and their three children.

Panelist:

Mary Culler
President, Ford Motor

Company Fund

The Changing Role 
of Philanthropy 
in Greater Detroit



Natalie Giannos
IDEA Committee Chair



Jeremiah Steen is the Executive Director of the Steen Foundation— youth-

lead foundation that invest in the aspirations of young people using the 

Critical Youth Theory model. Also, he is a Board Member at Friends of the 

Rouge and Detroit Bird Alliance . Additionally, Jeremiah is a Trustee at the 

Skillman Foundation, Steering Committee Member for Emerging Practitioners 

in Philanthropy (EPIP), Vice-Chairman for the Association of Fundraising 

Professionals —Detroit(AFP), Advisory Board for the Michigan Non-profit 

Association and The Soul of Philanthropy —Michigan (TSOP).

Philanthropy’s Impact:
A Detroit Perspective

Moderator:

Jeremiah Steen 
Executive Director, 

Steen Foundation



Kate Levin Markel grew up in the city of Detroit, hometown to her extended

family. Since 2001, she has been affiliated with the McGregor Fund, 98-

year-old private foundation where she has served as president since 2015.

Through her work there, she has been fortunate to learn from and partner

with local leaders working to end homelessness and unemployment,

empower survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking, provide 

returning citizens with a fair chance at success, reduce food insecurity,

and much more. Prior to joining McGregor, she served in the

administration of Detroit Mayor Dennis W. Archer and as a consultant

to area foundations. She is the proud mother of two daughters.

Panelist:

Kate Levin Markel
President, McGregor Fund 

Philanthropy’s Impact:

A Detroit Perspective



LaTrice McClendon, a dynamic and influential leader in both the corporate and 
community spheres, joined Knight Foundation in August 2023 to serve as 
director of the Detroit program. In this role she spearheads Knight’s work 
aimed at supporting and nurturing a portfolio of projects that celebrate 
Detroit’s diverse culture and empower residents, and is actively engaged in 
seeking innovative approaches to drive impact. With her wealth of experience 
spanning decades in both the public and private sectors, complemented by her 
lifetime residency in Detroit, McClendon has what it takes to uplift 
neighborhoods across the city.

Previously, McClendon served as the market executive and community 
president of Detroit for Huntington Bank, overseeing a billion-dollar strategic 
community plan. Her focus on equitable outcomes in affordable housing, small 
business, financial literacy and community lending has made a lasting impact on 
the city. Prior to that, she was appointed by the mayor of Detroit to help 
promote community development and enhance the quality of life in various 
neighborhoods. 

In 2022, she was elected to the Detroit Public School Board, where she 
champions access to quality education for every child in Detroit. 

McClendon actively serves on several boards, including the Coalition for 
Temporary Housing (COTS), Coleman A. Young Foundation, Michigan 
Association of School Boards and Black Leaders Detroit. She was also appointed 
by Governor Gretchen Whitmer to the Black Leadership Advisory Commission.

Panelist:

Latrice McClendon
Detroit Director, Knight 

Foundation

Philanthropy’s Impact:
A Detroit Perspective



Logan Newman, a professional basketball player born and raised in the 

illustrious city of Detroit. Attending Detroit Institute of Technology at Frank 

Cody High School. He finished his degree in business administration and 

minor of communications in 2019 at Ferris State University. Logan’s passion 

for basketball and youth philanthropy has led him down many roads. Starting 

with his media network and luxury athleisure brand 94Feet Inc. that works in 

tandem with multiple high schools on the Metro Detroit area to provide a 

platform to showcase Detroit’s best talent. Logan also served on the first 

youth council in the 62 year history of the Skillman Foundation giving out 

over $300,000 in grants to 100+ organizations in the City of Detroit. He is also 

a member of the National Association of Advancement for Colored People 

(NAACP) as well as a member of the Detroit Regional Chamber. Recently 

Newman was appointed Trustee of the board of the Umoja Debate Team 

which is the first youth-led debate team in Michigan.

Panelist:

Logan Newman
Youth Philanthropist and 

Member, Skillman Youth 

Council

Philanthropy’s Impact:
A Detroit Perspective



Lauren A. Hood is the Founder and Chief Visionary of the Institute for 
AfroUrbanism (IAU). The IAU is a think tank and action lab working at the 
intersection of human actualization and city change. 

In January the IAU will launch a city wide research initiative and fellowship 
program, The Black Thriving Index: an bi-annual program which seeks to identify 
the foundational social, structural, spatial and spiritual conditions necessary in 
order for Black folks to thrive. Phase 1 interviews for the Thriving Index are 
underway in 4 cities nationally and one abroad.

In 2020, the American Institute of Architects (AIA) awarded her for her visionary 
approaches with the Charles Blessing Award for thought leadership in planning 
and civic issues for her thought leadership in community engagement and 
development.

As civic leadership is fundamental in understanding need and being able to drive 
change, she recently stepped down as Chairwoman of the City of Detroit’s 
Planning Commission to take on the role of Co-Chair of the City’s Reparations 
Task Force. She also serves as a Trustee for the Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History. This Fall she joined the faculty at the Taubman 
College for Architecture & Urban Planning at the University of Michigan as 
Associate Professor of Practice. 

Lauren is also an avid daydreamer and powerful manifestor who finds 
inspiration in the woods, near the ocean and in desolate landscapes where the 
veil is thin.

Panelist:

Lauren Hood
Founder, Institute for Afro 

Urbanism 

Philanthropy’s Impact:
A Detroit Perspective



Welcome to Durfee Innovation Society

Chris Lambert
CEO of Life Remodeled

Chris Lambert thought seeking a marketing degree while living the frat life at Indiana 
University might lead him to law school and later to a career as a real estate 
developer. During his junior year, a spiritual awakening led to Bible studies replacing 
beer bongs. Then a call to Fuller and Gordon-Conwell seminaries, where he earned his 
MDiv and doctorate.  In 2007 he lived in a Liberian village and raised needed resources 
for a well, farm animals and a new school building. Upon returning to the U.S., he 
founded a church called Ekklesia. In 2010, Lambert started Life Remodeled, which 
repurposes vacant school buildings into one-stop hubs of opportunities for families to 
thrive. In the last five years, Life Remodeled has invested $42M and mobilized 77,000 
volunteers from business, community and faith-based organizations to help create 
lasting change in four Detroit communities.

Lambert is the recipient of Building Design + Construction 40 under 40, Crain’s Detroit 
40 under 40, DBusiness 30 in their 30s, and SMART BUSINESS Dealmaker of the Year 
awards.



Eileen Savage, the Chief Advancement Officer at Cranbrook Educational Community, is a seasoned 
professional in the field of fundraising who has left an indelible mark on the world of philanthropy. Her 
outstanding achievements and unwavering commitment to excellence have earned her the prestigious 
nomination for the Dr. John S. Lore Award for Outstanding Fundraising Executive.

Throughout her career, Eileen has demonstrated exceptional leadership qualitiesand a deep passion for her work.
Her colleagues at Cranbrook Educational Communitydescribe her as a fearless leader who constantly encourages her
team to innovate, take risks, and learn from their experiences. Eileen goes above and beyond, fostering a culture 
of professional development within her team, organizing internal educational sessions, and promoting peer-to-
peer learning.

Eileen's dedication to fundraising ethics and best practices is commendable. She tirelessly advocates for 
additional resources for her team and has succeeded in elevating the importance of Advancement 
throughout Cranbrook. Her actions set an exemplary standard for her staff, as she always goes the extra 
mile to ensure each donor's experience at Cranbrook is unforgettable.

As a member of Cranbrook's senior leadership team, Eileen manages crucial donor relationships andprovides
invaluable counsel to advancement officers and program directors. Many of the institution’s most generous
donors trust her judgment implicitly, and she is widely regarded as a creative, talented, and well-connected
strategist in the field.

Eileen's impact extends beyond her team and Cranbrook. Her involvement with AFP demonstrates her commitment
to giving back to the profession. She haspreviously served on the board of the Greater Detroit Chapter and
has served for two years as the co-chair of the National Philanthropy Day event. She is a mentor through the
Marjorie S. Fisher Fellows program and has been a faculty member of The Fund Raising School at the
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy for over thirteen years.

Eileen exemplifies the importance of personal philanthropy, supporting causes vital to Cranbrook’s success
and contributing to organizations close to her heart. She established a scholarship in her mother's memory
at her alma mater, Notre Dame Academy in Toledo, Ohio, and shingled roofs for ten years during
the annual Women Build events with Habitat for Humanity in Bloomington, Indiana, where she also served
as a board member and the board chair.

Eileen Savage is a beacon of excellence in the fundraising profession. Her leadership, 
dedication, and tireless efforts have had a profound impact on Cranbrook Educational Community and the 
broader philanthropic community. Eileen's nomination for the Dr. John S. Lore Award is a testament to her 
exceptional contributions and unwavering commitment to the field of fundraising.

Philanthropy’s Response to New Challenges

Moderator:

Eileen Savage
Chief Advancement Officer, 

Cranbrook Education 

Community



Michael G. Bickers is executive vice president and regional president for PNC Bank 

in Detroit and Southeast Michigan.

Prior to being named to his current role in March 2022, Bickers served as Midwest 

territory manager for PNC’s Retail Bank, responsible for leading the branch network 

and partner teams throughout the region. Bickers, with more than 30 years of 

financial industry experience, has held several leadership positions since joining PNC 

in 1990, including key roles in commercial and retail banking. He served as retail 

market manager for Detroit from 2006 to 2018. Prior to being named Midwest 

territory manager in April 2022, Bickers served as group manager, market manager 

and Midwest territory executive.

Bickers is an active board member of Business Leaders of Michigan, Detroit 

Economic Club, Detroit Regional Chamber, Detroit Symphony Orchestra and 

Downtown Detroit Partnership. He also has served on the Business School Advisory 

Council of Oakland University’s Business School in Rochester Hills, Michigan. 

In addition, he has served on PNC’s Corporate Talent and Diversity Council. Bickers 

earned his bachelor’s degree in finance from Oakland University in Rochester, 

Michigan, and holds an MBA in Business Administration.

Panelist:

Michael Bickers, 
Michigan Market President, 

PNC 

Philanthropy’s Respon
se to 
New Challenges



Cindy joined the staff of the Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation more than 

a decade ago and is currently serving as the Director of Learning and Impact. 

Cindy leads the early childhood initiatives, drives evaluation work across all 

grant areas, and co-leads the Foundation’s program team.

Prior to joining the Foundation, Cindy served as manager of donor stewardship 

with the Children’s Hospital of Michigan where she worked with executive and 

medical leadership teams at the hospital to ensure donor intent was honored 

and shared stories of philanthropic impact with contributors. Cindy and a 

wonderful team of development colleagues worked together to raise millions of 

dollars to support a capital campaign, secure medical equipment, create 

endowments earmarked for pediatric medical research, enrich pediatric 

programs and establish endowed chairs in partnership with Wayne State 

University’s Medical School. Cindy holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from 

University of Michigan.

Panelist:

Cynthia K. Rowell, 
Director of Learning and 

Impact, Max M. & Marjorie 

S. Fisher Foundation
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I lead the firm’s not-for-profit practice and offer audit, tax, and consulting assistance to not-for-
profits so that they can focus on their mission and their constituents. Leaders of behavioral 
health and social service organizations, religious institutes, private foundations, arts and 
cultural institutions, and private schools come to me when they’re looking for peace of mind. 
They appreciate the fact that I speak their language and understand their mission, and I admire 
their passion and dedication. Being able to help our clients increase the impact they have on 
their communities and constituents is something I find moving and rewarding. Around the 
office, I’m known for my commitment to diversity. Since 2010, I’ve been a partner advocate for 
PM Pride, the firm’s resource group for LGBTQ staff and allies. I also serve as a partner mentor 
in our Women in Leadership program, the firm’s initiative for supporting and developing 
women leaders.

My greatest accomplishment at the firm is the success of my team. Nothing makes me prouder 
than seeing their excitement as they experience success, whether it be through attaining a 
promotion, helping clients resolve challenging issues, or completing stretch assignments. I love 
seeing the passion that my team has for serving our mission-based clients. I belong to the 
AICPA and MICPA, and I serve as the chair of the board of directors of Covenant House 
Michigan. I am also an alumna of Leadership Oakland XX. I speak frequently at 
conferences and seminars about technical issues, board governance, and leadership 
development. In addition, I’m often asked to speak with clients and their boards on topics such 
as design and implementation of internal controls, financial reporting matters, and changes in 
accounting standards. I have a B.B.A. and a Master of Accounting from the University of 
Michigan. I spend most of my free time with my three children. We like bowling together and 
playing with our rescue dog, Dez. When I can, I love to get away for solo vacations. My 
favorite solo destinations so far have been London, Barcelona, and Aruba. Specialties: Not-for-
profit; single audit, audit, tax; religious institutes Fun fact: My twin sister, who is also a partner 
at Plante Moran, and I are lifelong Detroit Tigers fans. We were at Comerica Park when 
Armando Galarraga pitched a near-perfect game, but the first-base umpire infamously robbed 
him of perfection. The emotion of that moment is why I love the game.

Panelist:

Kellie Ray
Partner and Not-for-Profit 

Industry Group Leader, 

Plante Moran

Philanthropy’s Respon
se to 
New Challenges



As a persistent learner of people, places and ideas, Nikia (Kia) Washington is 

trusted to intentionally and carefully guide evolutionary thinking in the 

philanthropic sector. Her ongoing research on Black philanthropy is rooted in 

Detroit and Seattle, WA; her experiences and studies provide the foundation for 

her unique understanding of the possibilities and capacity of the next 

generation of philanthropy.

Nikia recently served as the co-chair for The Soul of Philanthropy: Michigan 

steering committee, the inaugural “Detroit Gives Black” exhibit, and led efforts 

to earn the City of Detroit’s official recognition of the month of August as Black 

Philanthropy Month.

For the past three years, Nikia worked as a consultant for EarlyWorks llc, a 

woman-owned strategic communications firm, where she supported Detroit 

nonprofits, intermediaries, and foundations. This month, she will join the 

Council of Michigan Foundations as the inaugural director of member 

engagement.

Panelist:

Nikia S. Washington, 
Incoming Director of 

Member Engagement, 

Michigan Council 

of Foundations 
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Closing Remarks

Steve Ragan
Chair, National Philanthropy Day Breakfast Roundtable 

Association of Fundraising Professionals- 

Greater Detroit Chapter 



Detroit Public Television Show

8:00PM – November 17th 



National Philanthropy Day Dinner

Wednesday, November 8th



Thank you for coming!
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