
Al Heback Bio 
 
Al Hebach is a founding partner in Strategiz, LLC, a consultancy concentrated on assisting 
organizations in strategic planning, operational coaching, focus group facilitation, and executive 
coaching and leadership development. In this role, he manages the firm’s business operations 
and works directly with clients of the firm as a business consultant and coach. 
 
Al is an owner and director of Schmaltz Delicatessen, a Jewish deli concept, based in the 
Chicago suburbs. He is CEO of the SchmaltzOnline.com e-commerce sales organization and is 
COO of Schmaltz Retail Products. 
 
Al has experience as a chief operating officer, managing director, senior vice president of 
worldwide professional services and founder of several businesses. He previously was Chief 
Operating Office of illuma, a recruitment management firm based in Chicago. Al was previously 
owner and Executive Vice President of Systems Start-Up, Ltd., a software consulting firm 
specializing in modification and implementation of Computer Associates’ ERP product, CA-
PRMS. He led the team that coordinated the sale of Systems Start-Up to Computer Associates in 
1997. After the sale was completed, he managed the ERP Professional Services group within 
Computer Associates as Senior Vice President. 
 
As a member of the Advisory Board of the Coleman Entrepreneurship Center at DePaul 
University, Al was a member of the strategic planning committee that developed a 5-year plan 
to revamp the organization’s mission and increase development within the Center. 
 
Al served as Vice President of Congregation Etz Chaim of DuPage County for 2 years and as 
President of the Congregation from 2009-2011. In this role he coordinated the budgeting 
process, led a $400,000 fundraising campaign for introducing solar power to the congregation 
and installing a new roof and led the committee that organized the 50th Anniversary 
celebration for the congregation. He is currently the Treasurer of the Board of Trustees for the 
Wheaton (IL) Public Library. 
 
Al received his BS in Computer Science from Michigan State University and MBA with a 
concentration in Entrepreneurship from DePaul University. Al is an accredited Peer to Peer 
Facilitator from the Edward Lowe Foundation. 

 


