
Thomas J. Sommer, MPP, CFRE  

Tom most recently served as the Senior Director for Corporate and Foundation Relations for 
Kettering University in Flint, MI.  Tom’s experience in the nonprofit sector has spanned over 
twenty years as professional staff, paid consultant or volunteer board member. Prior to moving 
to Rochester Michigan in 20015, Tom was the Director of Development for Robins’ Nest Inc. (now 
Acenda Integrated Health), a child and family services nonprofit headquartered in Glassboro, 
New Jersey.  While at Robins’ Nest, Tom managed all marketing, public relations, special events, 
stewardship, grants, major and planned gifts, annual campaign, and communications for the $17 
million nonprofit.   
 
Prior to relocating to Southern New Jersey, Tom worked in the public finance sector in New York 
City. As the Senior Budget Analyst for State Comptroller, Tom was responsible for monitoring and 
oversight of NYC’s capital finances – including the debt and debt service of all of NYCs borrowing 
entities.   Tom also held a position with the Nassau County Executive’s Office of Management 
and Budget where he had fiscal oversight of thirteen county departments. 
 
Tom received his Master of Public Policy and Public Finance from the Trachtenberg School of 
Public Policy and Public Administration at The George Washington University and his Bachelors 
of Science in Sociology from the State University of New York College at Buffalo.  Tom is also a 
Certified Fundraising Executive (CFRE) and regularly teaches sessions related to best practices in 
philanthropy and fundraising.  
 
 He lives in Rochester Hills with his wife Shani and two daughters Lily 13 and Emma 11. Tom is 
currently on the Board of Directors of the Detroit Area Association of Fundraising Professionals 
and is the Chair of the Mentor Program.   He has also served as the Treasurer of the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals of Southern New Jersey and Vice President of the United Way of 
Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey.  Tom has lived in six states, but calls Michigan his 
forever home.  He enjoys playing ice hockey with his daughters, coaches softball in the spring 
and summer and loves learning.  
 

 


