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In Fall 2022, AFP Canada members from across the country met with Members of Parliament to make 
the case for a home for the charitable sector in the federal government. A dedicated secretariat for the 
charitable sector is the primary policy priority for AFP Canada.  
 
What would a dedicated secretariat mean for all of us who work on the ground?  
 
It would mean a single window for charities into government. A body focused on championing the 
nonprofit sector (different from the CRA, which has a strictly regulatory role for the sector). It would 
ensure that government programs consider the charitable sector, and it would help our sector with 
issues like data collection and modernization. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic presented a clear example of why a dedicated secretariat is needed. Many 
organizations were faced with an increased demand for services, while at the same time also 
experiencing a dramatic decline in fundraising. The lack of a dedicated secretariat meant that the 
government was slow to identify major gaps in the capacity of our sector to respond to community 
needs. They were also slow to develop targeted supports for charitable organizations – our sector was 
initially excluded from the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) and had to advocate for inclusion 
after the program was announced.  
 
Here on Vancouver Island, in my capacity as AFP VI Government Relations Chair, I met with two MPs on 
the South Island as part of the Fall 2022 advocacy campaign – MP Laurel Collins (Victoria) and MP 
Elizabeth May (Saanich-Gulf Islands). Both were incredibly supportive of a dedicated secretariat for the 
charitable sector, and were knowledgeable about the challenges charities and non-profits in Canada 
face. They each promised to bring the AFP ask forward to their colleagues in various ways. 
 
In total, AFP Canada members met with the offices of 23 MPs from September to December, with 
more meetings in the works. The AFP Canada Government Relations team is feeling positive about the 
steps forward for this advocacy effort. 
 
If you have any questions about the 2022 AFP advocacy campaign, or if you are interested in joining our 
Government Relations committee here on Vancouver Island, please reach out to me at 
coralaru@uvic.ca.  
 
Learn more about about AFP’s ask for a home in government here. 


