
AFP Finger Lakes 
welcomes you to the

2020 National 
Philanthropy Day 

Celebration!

Sept.  12,  2020 |  6:00 PM

Beechtown Gym



Our Sponsors

These generous organizations made this virtual event possible during a year

when joy and celebration is much needed. Thank you to our sponsors!



National Philanthropy Day is both an official day and a grassroots

movement. Every year, since 1986 when President Ronald Reagan first

proclaimed November 15th as National Philanthropy Day, communities

across the globe have celebrated by hosting events to recognizes the

contributions of donors, volunteers, foundations, leaders, corporations, and

others engaged in philanthropy.

NPD is a celebration of philanthropy - giving, volunteering, and charitable

engagement - that highlights the accomplishments, large and small, that

philanthropy - and all those involved in the philanthropic process - makes to

our society and our world. The Association of Fundraising Professionals

(AFP) is founder of the NPD movement and chief support and sponsor.

Learn more at www.afpglobal.org.

Welcome

Feeling social?  Tag @AFPFLX and use hashtags
#NPDAwards20 #DonorLove #NPD



Board Pres ident 's  Welcome

Emcee El iza VanCort

Phi lanthropists  of  the Year

Corporate Phi lanthropist  of  the Year

Volunteer Fundraiser  of  the Year

Outstanding Profess ional

Achievement in Nonprof i t  Leadership

Partners in  Phi lanthropy Recognit ion

Closing Remarks

Program

Congratulations to the awardees!

12:00 to 1:00 PM



Emcee Eliza Van Cort

Guiding us through this energizing program is Eliza Van Cort, Activist. Mentor. Speaker.
Teacher. Mother. Intersectional Feminist. Human. and author of the upcoming book,
published by Berrett Koehler “A Woman’s Guide to Claiming Space.”           

Eliza is a Cook House Fellow at Cornell University, an advisory board member of the
Performing Arts for Social Change, a member of Govern For America’s League of
Innovators, and a partner of “Diversity Crew”, a national DEI collective. A student of the arts
and political science, Eliza is the creator of a highly regarded talk commissioned by MIT
focused on mentorship and institutionalized racism and the founder of Central New York’s
preeminent Meisner Technique acting studio, The Actor's Workshop of Ithaca. Before
Covid, she traveled throughout the world delivering keynotes and conducting seminars on
global communication, women and communication, and anti-racist communication. Her
work is focused on actionable communication skills which promote individual success while
also contributing to a better world for all.

Activist. Mentor. Speaker. Teacher. Mother. Intersectional Feminist. Human.

https://www.elizavancort.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Womans-Guide-Claiming-Space-Voice/dp/1523092734


Philanthropists of the Year

Heather and Bruce Lane

Nominated by: Stephanie Meyer

Heather and Bruce Lane were the first community members to step forward during COVID
with a significant gift to help ensure that community services continued to meet the needs
of local children. In their case, it was the GIAC pool. It was an inspiring moment during a
dark time, and their generosity has inspired others...the Lanes were catalysts. 

And this is not an isolated incidence. In gratitude for the community's support of their
business, Purity Ice Cream, the Lane's have long given back- to many organizations in the
community.



Corporate Philanthropist of the Year

Tompkins Financial Corporation

Nominated by: Sciencenter

A cornerstone of Ithaca’s community for over 180 years, the Tompkins Financial
Corporation has a long history of supporting Charities, nonprofits, and civic organizations
throughout the Finger Lakes community. In addition to providing corporate sponsorship
and support, the members of the Tompkins Financial Corp. team are frequent volunteers,
whether they’re helping out at community events, or serving on boards at myriad
organizations throughout the region, sharing their financial expertise and guidance. 

Look around our community, and you can see the rich legacy of support that the Tompkins
Financial Corporation has imparted. In the city of Ithaca alone, you’d be hard pressed to
find an organization that hasn’t benefited from Tompkins Financial Corp’s support.



Nominated by: Cayuga Medical Center Foundation, YMCA of the Ithaca and Tompkins
County

Jennifer Whittaker has served for 7 years as a member of the Cayuga Medical Center
Foundation Board of Directors, serving as Chair for the last 4 years. As a former nurse,
Jennifer is passionate about high quality, compassionate and person-centered healthcare,
and her active participation as a Board Member to the CMC Foundation demonstrates her
commitment to the hospital's mission of delivering such care. During Cayuga Health Giving
Day. Jennifer's efforts alone raised over $12,800, 10% of CMC’s total Giving Day revenue.

Jennifer, husband Sean and son Nic are also strong advocates of the YMCA.  The Whittaker
family has participated as volunteers and financial supporters of the Ithaca Y for many
years.  Jen and family are the lead sponsors of the YMCA Kids to Camp Golf Outing, now
celebrating 28 years. Thanks to their sponsorship, the event expenses are covered and all
revenue can be used to support the mission of the YMCA.

Volunteer Fundraiser of the Year

Jennifer Whittaker



Outstanding Professional Achievement
in Nonprofit Leadership

Sherri Koski

Nominated by: Sarah Tomei 

While Sherri's role is incredibly demanding at Ithaca Community Childcare Center (IC3), she
still has taken time to be involved with Rotary, United Way, Family Reading Partnership,
Southern Tier Food Bank, AFP Finger Lakes, and other local organizations.

Sherri collaborates with EVERYONE! She is always keeping herself informed of what other
institutions are doing throughout the area and is always generous with discussing an
approach taken by IC3.



CFCU has sponsored Habitat for Humanity's Women
Build program for 10 fabulous years.  Their financial
support has allowed hundreds of women from across
our community to access free, hands-on, women-led
construction training.  CFCU has empowered women
of all ages and abilities to volunteer with Habitat and
learn the skills they need to build affordable housing,
and to repair and build on their own.  Through
construction training and volunteering, these women
are lifting each other up, and also helping Habitat
homebuyers build strength, stability and self-reliance.
CFCU’s support is steady, generous, and uplifting.  We
are grateful for a decade of partnership!

Partners in
Philanthropy

Tony gives a fresh perspective on the fundraising challenges The
Smith faces, particularly during this pandemic while our building is
closed. He cares deeply about the region and the mission of the
theatre and finds interesting connections and approaches to
problems. He has been systemic and tireless in his attention to The
Smith's goals regarding membership and other sources of donated
income. He often wants to animatedly discuss the events we have
presented on screen and stage. Most recently, Tony combed his
personal and professional contacts to suggest (and reach out) to
speakers we could feature as part of the Smith's virtual Speaker
Series. Tony is supportive and candid.

Smith Center for the Arts

Habitat for Humanity of Tompkins and Cortland

Counties

Tony Shelton

CFCU Community Credit Union



The first thing you notice about Nancy Whitebird is her huge heart.
She cares deeply about those around her and gives freely of her
time, energy, and talents to support people facing cancer in our
community. After her own cancer journey, Nancy offered to
volunteer with the Cancer Resource Center in an effort to return the
support she received from our organization. She immediately
jumped into her role as Reception Volunteer, followed soon after by
Peer Mentor. In both of these positions, Nancy showed kindness and
compassion toward everyone. Soon after, she started writing cards
to some CRC clients who needed a pick-me-up. Once the pandemic
hit, Nancy signed up to make weekly calls to clients identified as
needing extra support. Most recently, she brought her experience
with and love of horses to CRC's collaboration with the Ithaca
Equestrian Center. Nancy served an integral role in helping CRC
launch this new project. We are forever grateful to Nancy for the
many positive ways she has impacted our organization.

Partners in
Philanthropy

Hilda has served on the Corning Children's Center Board of
Directors since we first opened our doors 40 years ago. She is
always the first to volunteer for a project or to help at an event. Her
dedication and commitment to the Corning Children's Center has
had a huge impact on our success.

Corning Children's Center

Cancer Resource Center

Hilda Lando

Nancy Whitebird



The Kitchen Theatre Company takes great pleasure in honoring
Percy Browning and her children for their exceptional generosity to
the theatre for over 25 years. Ms. Browning has selflessly made her
resources and talents available to the theatre: performing on stage,
serving on the board, advocating for staff, and committing her
means to the highest standard of theatrical programming. In 2010
she and her children were instrumental in the Kitchen Theatre’s
purchase of its own building, making visionary contributions to the
effort. We are inspired by and forever grateful to The Percy
Browning Family’s continued support of the Kitchen Theatre
Company.

Partners in
Philanthropy

Becky has been a creative and tireless partner to the Smith during
the pandemic. A professor in Hobart and William Smith's
department of Media and Society, Becky has spearheaded the
Smith's weekly, virtual Film Club and has concocted countless ways
for the organization to stay present in the minds of our audience
and donors since our building has been closed because of the
public health emergency. Becky finds creative ways for us to connect
to events on her home campus of Hobart and William Smith
Colleges. She is generous, warm, kind, and incredibly hard-working.
We've needed her energy and support during this difficult time.

Smith Center for the Arts

Kitchen Theatre Company

Becky Burditt

Percy Browning



Thank You the Production Team!

This year's National Philanthropy Day Awards were
crafted by Aaron Rover-Buck at Hands-on Glass
Studio in Corning, NY. Thank you!

Learn more about Hands-on Glass Studio and
opportunities to experience glassmaking for
yourself online at www.handsonglass.com. 

Ancient Wisdom Productions

Hands-on Glass Studio 

AWP is a web design and marketing company.
Thanks to Christopher DelCollo and AWP for safely
filming and producing the videos for this year's first
ever Virtual National Philanthropy Day!

Hire AWP for your next branding, website, online
marketing, or videography project. Learn more at
www.awpny.com.

Join AFP Finger Lakes
Membership in the Association of Fundraising Professionals is an investment in yourself,
your career, and your mission!

Each year, we celebrate National Philanthropy Day by running a $50 off promotion for
new members who join the Professional or Associate category. This promotion is available
through Nov. 30. Join our local AFP Finger Lakes Chapter online at:
www.afpglobal.org/join. Use code NPD2020 for $50 off your membership!

https://www.handsonglass.com/
https://www.awpny.com/
https://community.afpnet.org/afpnyfingerlakeschapter/aboutus23/join689685


Board of Directors

Krista Matia, President

Marianne Pelletier, Vice President

Sherri Koski, Treasurer

Kayla Wingert, Secretary*

Maura Cody

Susie Gutenberger-Ftizpatrick*

Georgia Lesh

Cindy Lewis-Black

Lauren Schler

Brett Smith

Alli Sribarra

Aurora Ulbing*

Thank you to the AFP Finger Lakes Board of Directors for their

volunteerism and leadership this year and for making National

Philanthropy Day possible!

* indicates 2020 National Philanthropy Day Tri-Chair




