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November 18, 2020

WELCOME
Sharon Alexander, CFRE
President, AFP Eastern PA Chapter &
Co-Chair, National Philanthropy Day

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Kurt Landes

General Manager, Lehigh Valley IronPigs

OUTSTANDING AWARDS
Outstanding Small Business

Outstanding Large Business

Eight Oaks Farm Distillery

North Star Construction

nominated by Cancer Support Community of
the Greater Lehigh Valley

nominated by Lehigh Valley Health Network

Outstanding
Youth in Philanthropy
Project Quarantine, Stroudsburg Jr. High

Outstanding
Community Volunteer
Cathy Coyne

nominated by LVHN Pocono Foundation

nominated by New Bethany Ministries

Outstanding Collaborative Project

Outstanding Nonprofit

Lehigh Valley Regional Homeless
Advisory Board

Meals on Wheels of the
Greater Lehigh Valley

nominated by New Bethany Ministries

nominated by Moravian College

Outstanding Foundation

Outstanding Philanthropists

Andy Derr Foundation for
Kidney Cancer Research

Vince & Michelle Sorgi
nominated by Girl Scouts of Eastern PA

nominated by Lehigh Valley Health Network

Outstanding Community Champion
Greater Lehigh Valley COVID-19 Community Response Fund
multiple nominations

CLOSING REMARKS
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Sharon Alexander, CFRE

ABOUT NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY

"National Philanthropy Day" (NPD) is the special day set aside to recognize and
celebrate the true meaning of philanthropy - defined as the love for all humanity - and
the incredible spirit of generosity that exists in our communities. Philanthropy is
embodied in the generous contributions of donors and volunteers so individuals have
access to basic human needs, healthcare and education. It is embodied in the work
of the countless nonprofit organizations that ensure that the arts thrive, local history
is preserved, and natural beauty is protected. And it is embodied in the work of the
fundraising professionals who have devoted their careers to serving others.
National Philanthropy Day was originally conceived of and organized by Douglas
Freeman in the 1980s, and the first official events were held in 1986 after President
Reagan signed an official proclamation recognizing November 15th as National
Philanthropy Day. This year, more than 100 events will take place, involving more
than 50,000 people across North America.

ABOUT AFP EASTERN PA CHAPTER
Founded in 1986, the Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals (AFP) is a regional professional association whose membership is
comprised of persons involved in development, public relations, non-profit
management, and fundraising consulting.
The majority of chapter members
represent organizations in Lehigh and Northampton counties. Learn more about our
chapter at www.afpeasternpa.org.

COVID-19 has changed the way we live, work, and spend our free time. Though our
lives have been uprooted by the pandemic, the role that philanthropy plays has never
been more important than it is now. We are thrilled to still be able to come together
virtually today to celebrate the philanthropy of the Greater Lehigh Valley.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Lead Sponsors
North Star Construction Management
PPL
Supporting Sponsors
AmericaVen
Da Vinci Science Center
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation
Norris McLaughlin
St Luke's University Health Network
Award Sponsors
Center for Vision Loss
Diakon
HMK Insurance
Just Born Quality Confections
Lehigh Valley Health Network

Lehigh Valley Public Media
Northampton Community College
United Way of the
Greater Lehigh Valley

Business Sponsors
Alvin H. Butz, Inc.
Judy Belaires, CFRE
Carbon County Community Foundation
Catholic Charities
Fulton Financial
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Jewish Community Center
of the Lehigh Valley
Jewish Federation of the Lehigh Valley
Lehigh Carbon Community College
Lehigh Valley Grant Services
RLB Accountants

Professional Sponsors
Sharon Alexander, CFRE
Andrew Block, MPA
Antonia Grifo
Debra Khateeb
Jim Mackin
Mollie Santee
Marcella Moyer Schick, ACFRE

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Kurt Landes
President & General Manager
Lehigh Valley IronPigs
Kurt Landes, the first and only General
Manager in franchise history, has helped
steer the IronPigs to extraordinary
success under his leadership since the
club's inception.
The IronPigs have led all of Minor League Baseball in average attendance per game
since their debut season in 2008 and have received numerous industry honors under
Kurt's guidance. Those include the prestigious Bob Freitas award (honoring sustained
excellence in Minor League Baseball), the Larry MacPhail Award (recognizing
baseball's best promotional success) and in winning 5 'Golden Bobblehead' awards the most of any team in Minor League Baseball - recognizing the industry's best
promotions.
An extremely active member of the Lehigh Valley community and the 2019 winner of
the LifePath Community Service Award, Kurt can be seen at dozens of local
community events each year and most recently served as the Board Chair of Discover
Lehigh Valley. He has chaired or co-chaired numerous nonprofit fundraisers helping
to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for local agencies. Kurt is also President of
IronPigs Charities, a nonprofit organization that strives to provide educational and
recreational opportunities for children in the Greater Lehigh Valley area and awards
tens of thousands of dollars annually to other local nonprofit organizations through
their grants-based program. IronPigs Charities has distributed more than $1.5 million
in cash grants to local nonprofits since debuting in 2007.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING SMALL BUSINESS
Eight Oaks Farm Distillery

nominated by Cancer Support Community of the Greater Lehigh Valley

Eight Oaks Farm Distillery is a veteran-owned, family-run,
farm-grown, farm distillery located in the rolling farmlands
of the Lehigh Valley in Pennsylvania. They practice their craft
from the roots up, with love. They work closely with their
nonprofit partners, giving more than just money; they give
their attention, time, and hearts. The result? Unique seed-tobottle spirits with rich, Pennsylvania roots that run deep.
In March during the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Eight Oaks quickly pivoted their production of making
alcohol to producing hand sanitizer, furthering their
commitment to helping to make their community a
better place. The distillery donated hand sanitizer to local
health care facilities. As of June, they had donated
more than 800,000 ounces of hand sanitizer. Eight Oaks
currently sells the product to organizations that can
afford a small fee and any revenue generated from those
sales will be donated to the Veteran Farm Coalition,
Cancer Support Community of the Greater Lehigh Valley
and Tails of Valor.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING LARGE BUSINESS
North Star Construction Management
nominated by Lehigh Valley Health Network

Since 1986, North Star’s team of project managers, engineers,
and designers have built and renovated millions of square feet
of commercial space for hundreds of satisfied customers. Today
the company, led by founder Jim Gentile and Craig Johnson, is
widely recognized as a premiere commercial builder
throughout the Mid-Atlantic region.
Giving back to the community has always been an important part
of company culture. During the initial months of COVID, they
knew as an organization that they wanted to keep supporting the
community despite construction being put on hold. The team of
highly experienced project managers, superintendents, and
designers along with the help of Gina Bertucci quickly jumped into
action. They organized an assembly line of all employees,
working from home, and produced 18,000 masks. It was an
incredible team effort. The staff worked full time getting cloth
donated, cutting it, sewing it into masks and delivering it to
Lehigh Valley Health Network.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY
Project Quarantine, Stroudsburg Jr. High School
nominated by LVHN Pocono Foundation

Project Quarantine is a nonprofit service project organized by a
group of students at Stroudsburg Jr. High School in the Monroe
County community. The objective of the project was to help
families in the area that rely on their small businesses for their
income. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these businesses
were either forced to close down or were not receiving the
necessary amount of customers to support their businesses.
The students set up a GoFundMe page and used the
funds raised to order large quantities of meals from these
businesses. The food items purchased were then donated
to hospital staff who are risking their health every day to
regulate the outbreak.
The students were inspired by the national Feeding the
Front Lines project and said it felt amazing knowing they
were positively impacting the lives of their community
members during such a difficult time.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
Cathy Coyne

nominated by New Bethany Ministries

Cathy Coyne, Associate Professor of Practice in Public Health
at Moravian College, has been an advocate for ending food
insecurity and housing instability in the Lehigh Valley since
she moved to the area with her family in 2007. She has
served on the governing board of the Lehigh Valley
Regional Homeless Advisory Board and the steering
committee of the Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council for several
years. Cathy has been a member of the Board of Directors of
New Bethany Ministries since 2017 and volunteers in
New Bethany’s Mollard Hospitality Center preparing food
for people who are homeless or have low incomes.
Since the start of the pandemic, Cathy has been
volunteering at New Bethany Ministries every Thursday
making, packaging, and distributing curbside meals. Without
her, getting through the Stay at Home order would have
much more difficult. Cathy's consistency in volunteering has
been invaluable.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING COLLABORATIVE PROJECT
Lehigh Valley Regional Homeless Advisory Board
nominated by New Bethany Ministries

The Lehigh Valley Homeless Advisory Board
(LVRHAB) is comprised of representatives from
City and County governments, social service
agencies, veterans support groups, faith-based and other
community organizations, homeless advocates, homeless
or formerly homeless people, representatives from legislators,
and other interested parties with the mandate of ending
homelessness in the Lehigh Valley.
RHAB member agencies and others worked together on
landlord conciliation to alleviate the spike in eviction cases that
was expected to occur as a result of business closures and the
loss of steady income for many during quarantine. The goal is
to prevent homelessness by catching eviction cases either
before they get to court, or to divert cases that do get to court.
By avoiding evictions, fewer people will become homeless.
Organizations
collaborating together on this effort include Third Street Alliance, Neighborhood
Center of Easton, New Bethany, Catholic Charities, Conference of Churches, CACLV,
North Penn Legal Services, NC+LC district magistrate judges, and Northampton
County.

l!
a
u
t
Vir

OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING NON-PROFIT
Meals on Wheels of the Greater Lehigh Valley
nominated by Moravian College

Meals on Wheels of the Greater Lehigh Valley's mission is
to provide nutritious, medically-tailored, home-delivered
meals to homebound seniors, adults with disabilities, and
individuals recovering from illness, as well as other services
that enable clients to remain in their homes. Their highly
experienced staff and nearly 2,000 committed volunteers
were dedicated to keeping the Lehigh Valley’s most
vulnerable from going hungry during this pandemic.
From the first weeks, they implemented social distancing,
required masks and gloves and increased sanitizing
procedures to keep meals going without interruption.
They have not missed a single day of deliveries since the
pandemic began. Meals on Wheels even met the needs of
some new populations as well. They provided meals to
COVID-19 positive individuals (as young as age 4!) who were being quarantined in
local hotels, to the seniors from Lehigh and Northampton County senior centers that
closed, and to various unhoused (homeless) shelters including Operation Address the
Homeless (OATH), Pathways and Turning Point.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING FOUNDATION
Andy Derr Foundation for Kidney Cancer Research
nominated by Lehigh Valley Health Network

The Andy Derr Foundation for Kidney Cancer Research was
founded in 2016 as Andy's last wish to provide support for kidney
cancer patients. Their mission is to raise money to fund kidney
cancer research and to support initiatives in patient advocacy,
patient education, and patient engagement. It is in these
pillars that Andy focused his efforts during his journey with
cancer and as a patient advocate. The Foundation's vision
is to use these four elements as the groundwork to
helping kidney cancer patients navigate through their
own care continuum. The Andy Derr Foundation's efforts
are focused in the Eastern PA region, primarily the Lehigh
Valley area and including Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton,
Reading, and surrounding areas. Some initiatives we
have donated funds for include kidney cancer basic
research, a kidney cancer specific nurse navigator, annual
patient survivorship educational day, and Cancer Support
Community events and support groups.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING PHILANTHROPISTS
Vince and Michelle Sorgi

nominated by Girl Scouts of Eastern PA

Vince and Michelle Sorgi are active in the Lehigh Valley, striving
to continuously improve the community where they live and
work. Vince is President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
PPL Corporation, one of the largest investor-owned utility
companies in the United States. Michelle is a Girl Scout Troop
leader and has served as Service Unit Registrar for the Scouts
of Eastern Pennsylvania.
This year, Vince and Michelle helped to fund the United Way’s
COVID-19 Community Response Fund and the Fund for Racial
Justice and Equity. They increased their contributions and
encouraged their peers to do the same for both the Girl Scout's
Take the Lead event and the Da Vinci Science Center Hall of
Fame Awards Gala despite both events being canceled due to
COVID-19. Vince and MIchelle's personal commitment to
giving back to the community sets a powerful example for all to
emulate.
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OUTSTANDING AWARDS:
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY CHAMPION
GREATER LEHIGH VALLEY COVID-19
COMMUNITY RESPONSE FUND
multiple nominations

Lehigh Valley Community Foundation and United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley are
honored to accept the Outstanding Community Champion Award on behalf of the
many partners in the Greater Lehigh Valley COVID-19 Community Response Fund.
Through this Fund, dozens of organizations quickly collaborated to strengthen
emergency services for community members who were disproportionately impacted
by the pandemic in Lehigh, Northampton and Carbon counties. Together with a
Strategic Response Team of community leaders, 23 funders united to provide a rapid,
informed and coordinated approach to assessing emerging needs and getting dollars
where they’re needed most.
Within 90 days, the Fund raised approximately $675,000 for more than 60 agencies to
provide food, housing and income support to families and individuals in crisis. This
collaborative approach has led to continued efforts to build a more equitable and
sustainable nonprofit sector in the Greater Lehigh Valley.
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NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY COMMITTEE
Event Co-Chairs
Sharon Alexander, CFRE
Carbon County Community Foundation

Dianne Spengler
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network

Julie Zumas
Lehigh Valley Grant Services

Committee Members
Andrew Block, MPA

Michelle Mullikin

Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network

Allentown Diocese

MaryEllen Dickey

Patricia Price

Diakon

Noble Philanthropic Advising

Robin Kulesa

Vicki Rigby

Lehigh Valley Public Media

Good Shepherd
Rehabilitation Network

Tavia Minnich
Lehigh Valley Public Media

Cori Rolon

Alicia Moyer

Meals on Wheels of the
Greater Lehigh Valley

Good Shepherd
Rehabilitation Network
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AFP EASTERN PA CHAPTER
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Sharon Alexander, CFRE
Carbon County Community Foundation

VP Administration/President-Elect
Julie Zumas
Lehigh Valley Grant Services

Immediate Past President
Andrew Block, MPA
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network

VP Communications

VP Membership

Center for Vision Loss

Diocese of Allentown

Secretary

Treasurer

Dennis Zehner

Michele Mullikin

Ann Marie Surovy, CFRE

James Mackin

Easterseals Eastern PA

DeSales University

Directors
Kate Cohen, MPA

Daniel McMahon, CFRE

Mollie Santee

Greater Valley YMCA

Children's Home of Easton

Morningstar Senior Living

Matthew Easterwood

Megan PIldis

Julie Scheck

Bradbury Sullivan
LGBT Community Center

Debra Khateeb
Lehigh Valley Health Network
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National Museum of
Industrial History

Patricia Price
Noble Philanthropic Advising

Catholic Charities

Melissa Siegfried
St. Luke's University
Health Network

