Job Description: Major Gifts Officer
Organization: A Wish Come True, Inc. (AWCT)
Location: Coventry, RI 
Reports to: CEO/Executive Director
Position Type: Full-Time
Position Summary
A Wish Come True (AWCT) is seeking an experienced and mission-driven Major Gifts Officer (MGO) to help build and strengthen a comprehensive fundraising program that supports wish granting and ongoing resources for children with life-threatening illnesses and their families.
The Major Gifts Officer will play a critical role in identifying, cultivating, soliciting, and stewarding major donors, while managing a portfolio of 200+ individual and corporate supporters. This position will also support AWCT’s preparation for a potential $5 million capital campaign, including donor research, campaign planning, and lead gift development.
This is an exciting opportunity for a strategic fundraiser to help shape the next chapter of growth and impact for AWCT.

Key Responsibilities
Major Gifts Development
· Manage and grow a Wishing Well Society ($1,000+) portfolio of 500+ donors and new prospects, with a focus on mid-level and major gift cultivation to secure annual fund and major gifts. 
· Develop a pipeline of new prospects and individualized engagement and solicitation strategies to increase donor giving, retention, and long-term commitment.
· Participate and play a major role in all AWCT fundraising events 
· Prepare and present compelling gift proposals aligned with AWCT’s mission and impact.
· Secure major gifts that advance both annual and long-term organizational priorities.
· Leverage Board Member relationships to advance the mission of A Wish Come True

Donor Database & Analytics
· Conduct regular analysis and report out of AWCT’s donor database to identify giving trends, lapsed donors, upgrade opportunities, and high-capacity prospects.
· Maintain accurate donor records, contact reports, and fundraising activity tracking.
· Partner with leadership to establish data-informed fundraising goals and performance metrics.

Campaign Readiness & Strategic Growth
· Support AWCT’s preparation for a potential $5 million capital campaign, including:
· Portfolio segmentation and campaign prospect identification
· Lead gift strategy development
· Donor readiness and capacity assessments
· Campaign planning support and timeline development
· Assist in creating campaign materials, case statements, and donor briefing documents.
· Collaborate with the CEO, board, and campaign leadership to build momentum for a future campaign launch.

Program Building & Stewardship
· Collaborate with the CEO/Executive Director and development team to strengthen AWCT’s fundraising infrastructure.
· Help develop a comprehensive donor pipeline and moves management system.
· Design stewardship strategies, donor recognition, and meaningful engagement opportunities.
· Ensure donors feel connected to AWCT’s mission through impact reporting and relationship-centered communication.

Collaboration & Community Engagement
· Work closely with board members, volunteers, and staff to leverage networks and cultivate donor relationships.
· Participate and play important role in AWCT events, donor experiences, and cultivation opportunities.
· Serve as an ambassador of AWCT’s mission, values, and impact throughout the community.
· Attend community engagement events representing A Wish Come True

Qualifications
· Bachelor’s degree required; advanced degree or CFRE preferred.
· Minimum of 5 years of experience in major gifts fundraising or nonprofit development.
· Demonstrated success managing donor portfolios and closing significant gifts.
· Experience supporting or preparing for capital campaigns strongly preferred.
· Proficiency with donor databases/CRMs and applying analytics to fundraising strategy.
· Must have Excellent interpersonal, written, and verbal communication skills.
· Highly organized, self-motivated, and able to manage multiple priorities.
· Passion for AWCT’s mission and commitment to serving children and families.

Preferred Skills
· Experience building and expanding a major gifts program within a nonprofit organization.
· Familiarity with Rhode Island, Connecticut and Southeastern New England philanthropic communities.
· Comfort engaging high-net-worth individuals, corporate partners, and foundation prospects.
· Ability to work collaboratively with senior leadership and board members in campaign planning.
· Must be willing to work in a small team environment that requires multiple hats and skill sets.

Compensation & Benefits
AWCT offers a competitive salary commensurate with experience, along with benefits and a supportive, mission-driven work environment. Range $80,000-$100,000

How to Apply
Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter to:
awish@awishcometrue.org
Subject line: Major Gifts Officer Application

