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Program

Opening Greetings
Erica Busillo Adams and Shana Murrell, Co-Chairs

Welcome
Amy Gravell, AFP-RI Board President 

Emcee 
Alison Bologna, NBC10 News Anchor & Founder of Shri 

2020 Award Presentations
Outstanding Philanthropic Citizens
Charles and Linda Newton
Introduced by Alison Bologna 

Outstanding Philanthropic Business
BankNewport
Introduced by Meredith Gregory,  
Amica Companies Foundation

Partners in Philanthropy Slideshow 

Herbert E. Kaplan Youth in  
Philanthropy Scholarship 

Caroline Taylor, La Salle Academy 
Introduced by Alison Bologna 

Closing 
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A healthier  
Rhode Island.

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.   6/19   CR-313505

Congratulations to today's
honorees. Thank you for
your outstanding
contributions to make RI a
better place for everyone.

We are only as  
strong as our  
connection to others 

As a firm, we are always striving to be a stronger partner 
to our communities, our clients and each other. That’s 
why we are proud to support the The Association of 
Fundraising Professionals – Rhode Island Chapter!

401.272.5600
Rhode Island | Massachusetts | Connecticut

blumshapiro.com
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Charles and Linda Newton have worked 
tirelessly and given generously to create a 
more just, compassionate, and equitable 
society for all Rhode Islanders.

Charles is the retired Assistant Administrator 
for Rhode Island’s Minority Business 
Compliance Office within the Department 
of Administration. He currently serves on the 
boards of several organizations including 
Ocean State Business Development 
Authority, LISC, Center for Women, WaterFire 
Providence, Providence Board of Licenses, 
and the RI Joint Reinsurance Association. 
His career includes more than 25 years 
of service to the State of Rhode Island 
facilitating minority business programs, 12 
years with WJAR-TV, and work with the RI 
Black Heritage Society, YMCA, the United 
Way of Rhode Island, Omni Development 
Corporation, Mount Hope Neighborhood 
Association, and other community groups.

Linda is the retired Vice President of 
Community Relations & Diversity for Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield of RI. Linda has served 
on many boards, including the National 
Board of the American Lung Association, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Providence, RI Food 
Bank, Kids Count, RI Council of Churches, 
and Diversity & Inclusion Professionals. 
Linda serves as chair of the Black 
Philanthropy Bannister Fund committee 
at the Rhode Island Foundation. Her 
dedication to, and passion for, philanthropy 
has inspired many other black leaders 
to become involved in this important 

effort. Under Linda’s leadership, the Black 
Philanthropy Bannister Fund has made 
grants and scholarships totaling nearly 
$650,000 to support Black students and 
organizations serving Rhode Island’s Black 
community.  

Charles and Linda have been long-time 
leadership donors and volunteers with 
United Way of Rhode Island. Linda served on 
the Community Advisory Board beginning 
in 2005 while she was at Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of Rhode Island and continued to 
serve until 2014, even after her retirement. 
She was a thought partner to the United 
Way’s work in early childhood literacy and 
afterschool programming.

The Newton’s collective dedication to Rhode 
Island through their visionary leadership 
and community service make them 
ideal recipients for the 2020 Outstanding 
Philanthropic Citizens Award.

Outstanding Philanthropic Citizens

Charles and Linda Newton
Nominated by: United Way of Rhode Island and the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access 

Committee of the Association of Fundraising Professionals Rhode Island Chapter
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Congratulations to the Outstanding 
Philanthropic Award Winners!

Supporting National Philanthropy Day since 1997

FOR FIFTY YEARS HARPSWELL HOUSE 
has been crafting unique and distinctive products from 
natural materials. Today we continue this tradition by 
producing some of the highest quality recognition products 
and gifts in the world from domestic slate. 

Recognize your meritorious donors, employees, and other 
contributors with the highest quality recognition awards 
and gifts available. The same awards and gifts that have 
been bestowed upon the likes of Princess Diana, Mijail 
Gorbachov (Mikhail Gorbachev), President Bill Clinton, 
Michael Jordan, and many, many others.

PO Box 305, Topsham, Maine 04086
207-353-2385 www.harpswellhouse.com

FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS HARPSWELL HOUSE 
has been crafting unique and distinctive products from natural materials. Today 
we continue this tradition by producing some of  the highest quality recognition 
products and gifts in the world from domestic slate.
Recognize your meritorious donors, employees, and other contributors with the 
highest quality recognition awards and gifts available. The same awards and gifts that 
have been bestowed upon the likes of  Princess Diana, Mijail Gorbachov (Mikhail 
Gorbachev), President Bill Clinton, Michael Jordan, and many, many others.

PO Box 305, Topsham, Maine 04086
Web: www.harpswellhouse.com • Email: customerservice@harpswellhouse.com

Office: 207-844-8380  • Toll Free: 800-764-8767

23 YE ARS

Supporting 
National Philanthropy Day
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BankNewport is one of the oldest 
community banks in the US, serving families 
and businesses since 1819. Over the past 
nine years, BankNewport has awarded 
over $4.6 million in grants, sponsorships, 
and donations to a wide range of non-
profits that focus on basic human needs, 
children and families, healthy lives, 
education success, environment, arts and 
cultural, housing and economic security. 
This includes $164,000 in grants; $9,500 in 
sponsorships; $5,000 in gift-cards and $4,609 
in employee giving to the Rhode Island 
Community Food Bank.

In response to the coronavirus pandemic, 
BankNewport redirected its grant funds 
to extend immediate financial support to 
organizations serving people affected by 
the pandemic. This included $100,000 to the 
Rhode Island Community Food Bank and 
$250,000 to the Rhode Island Foundation/
United Way COVID-19 Response Fund. 
BankNewport additionally released $78,000 
in event sponsorship funds to non-profits to 
meet their immediate needs. 

A hallmark of BankNewport’s philanthropy 
is employee volunteerism. Forty-six percent 
of BankNewport employees volunteer to 
support non-profits such as Boys & Girls 
Clubs, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 
Center, Manton Avenue Project, RI Veterans 

Home and the Women’s Resource Center, 
to name a few. The Bank’s president, Sandra 
Pattie, served for many years on the Board 
of the United Way, including as Board 
Chair for two years (2016-2018). In 2019, 
BankNewport employees donated over 
9,000 hours towards financial education 
and community projects. BankNewport’s 
dedication to Rhode Island communities 
and people in need is unwavering.

BankNewport
Nominated by: Rhode Island Community Food Bank

Outstanding Philanthropic Business
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What if you
could give in a way
that never stopped

giving?

One of life’s great 
achievements is the ability 
to leave a lasting legacy. 

 We can help.

rifoundation.org/legacy
or call (401) 274-4564

Help raise $1 million for 
R.I. nonprofits in 1 day.

powered by United Way of Rhode Island

United Way of Rhode Island hosts 401Gives, a statewide 
day of giving on April 1, 2021.The 24-hour long, online 
fundraising campaign is designed to bring a collective 
voice to the nonprofit community and deepen the state’s 
culture of giving. Now, every Rhode Islander can make a 
difference with just one click.

To become a sponsor, or to register your nonprofit, 
contact us at 401gives@uwri.org.
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Volunteering and fundraising, specifically for 
local organizations, have made an incredible 
impact on Caroline Taylor’s outlook in life. 
The Pan Mass Challenge was one of her 
most life-changing experiences. After her 
aunt was diagnosed with stage four colon 
cancer, Caroline dedicated her time to raise 
funds for Dana Farber Cancer research. 
She initially volunteered to participate 
in the 25-mile teen ride. This sparked a 
multi-year commitment to participate in 
the 50-mile Pan Mass Challenge bicycle 
ride, raising even more research dollars. 
Caroline organized a 5K and designed Pan 
Mass Challenge t-shirts, challenging herself 
and others to participate in a personal and 
worthy cause.

Throughout her high school career at La 
Salle Academy, Caroline has been an active 
member of a school club to benefit Best 
Buddies. A highlight of her school week 
is the friendship meeting held weekly at 
Meeting Street School and she values the 
friendships she has formed there. She and 
fellow club members raised $3,000 for Best 
Buddies Rhode Island. As club president, 
Caroline was a volunteer for the 2020 Best 
Buddies Leadership Conference.

Dedication to the community inspired 
Caroline in 2017 to create and found Choose 
To Be You, a grassroots campaign that 
inspires all people to be their authentic 
selves and discover a voice that they can use 
to make a difference. The goal of Choose 
To Be You is to motivate others to find 
a passion, and use this passion to make 
an impact in their community. Choose 
To Be You became an official non-profit 
organization in July 2020 and is working 

to promote volunteerism and fundraising 
by sharing information about local 
opportunities to get involved. 

Already, Choose to Be You has organized 
local beach clean ups in Rhode Island, 
created cards and sent them to local nursing 
homes during coronavirus, and decorated 
neighborhoods with flags for Memorial 
Day. Students learn no action is too small to 
make a difference. 

In addition, Caroline has volunteered as 
a church server, camp facilitator, campus 
ministry member, and philanthropy student. 
For her dedication to the community and 
ability to inspire others to be involved, the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Rhode Island Chapter is proud to honor 
Caroline with the Herbert E. Kaplan Youth in 
Philanthropy Scholarship!

Herbert E. Kaplan 
Youth in Philanthropy Scholarship

Caroline Taylor, La Salle Academy
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ONLY ON RIMONTHLY.COM

This is a FREE resource available to help promote your virtual 
or physical fundraisers to our readers.* 

You may list as many events as you’d like with event details.

Promote your event today at RIMonthly.com

The 2021 Rhode Island Philanthropic Events Calendar is a list 
of charitable events featured on the home page of RIMonthly.com.

Interested in becoming a calendar sponsor?
Email KKeating@RIMonthly.com to learn more.

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

*Through a monthly ad in Rhode Island Monthly, our weekly events newsletter, and visitors to our site.
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134 COLLABORATIVE 

William Hutchinson
Professor Emeritus of Theatre, William Hutchinson led an 
amazing effort to raise funds for renovations to our Black Box 
Theater. His efforts resulted in $11,000 in matching funds for 
our RISCA Cultural Facilities Grant. Bill has made significant 
contributions to the arts in Rhode Island, including being Chair 
of the Rhode Island College Department of Music, Theatre and 
Dance where he taught for 36 years. He is a long-time member 
of Mathewson Street Church and was instrumental in creating 

this theater space in the 80s. We honor him for sharing his time and talent in making a difference 
in our community. T

Helen Hudson Foundation
The Helen Hudson Foundation has supported 134 Collaborative 
since 2018. They have not only contributed financially to 
various projects, but have also taken a sincere interest in our 
work, including being engaged in conversations about greatest 
needs. The Foundation was established to carry on the work 
of author & social activist, Helen Hudson. It is dedicated to the 
power of story and to help end homelessness. We are grateful 
for their support and for their kind testimony: “It (134) is the 

perfect illustration of the power of diversity…what can happen when the many different faces 
of care and service work together.” T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

AMERICAN RED CROSS OF RHODE ISLAND 

Amica Insurance
For over half a decade, Amica Insurance has been 
a valuable supporter of the American Red Cross 
Rhode Island Chapter. Every day, their funding 
assists people who face emergencies. With their 
help, we are able to secure food and lodging for 

the family struck by a home fire, open shelters following major disasters, and install smoke alarms 
to make homes safer. Amica Insurance has supported us year after year, contributing annually to 
our Home Fire Program as well as generously giving disaster relief support after major episodic 
events and sponsoring Red Cross events. We are honored to have Vice President Tony Noviello 
and Lead IT Process & Compliance Specialist Jo-Ann Pellegrino as longtime members of the 
Board of Directors where they continuously advocate for the Red Cross mission. The Red Cross 
mission is only possible through the commitment of business leaders like Amica Insurance. On 
behalf of everyone we serve, thank you Amica for your years of unwavering support! T

THE ART CONNECTION-RHODE ISLAND 

Alison Bologna
Alison Bologna has volunteered to be the emcee for the Art 
Connection-RI’s Annual Anniversary Celebration and Fundraiser 
for five straight years. In doing so, she has enlivened the event 
with her enthusiasm for Art Connection-RI and its mission 
of “Connecting Lives with Art.” In addition to working the 
microphone in support of our mission, Alison has also helped 
us connect with St. Mary’s Home for Children, choosing art for 
their program, which helps heal children suffering from trauma. 
When not supporting other non-profits, Alison runs Shri, which 
she founded in 2010, serving more than 8,500 Rhode Islanders 
each year with yoga outreach programs in public schools, social 

service agencies, hospitals, senior centers and more. Thank you Alison! T
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PBN
PROVIDENCE BUSINESS NEWS

Subscribe today 
& get 2 years for 
the price of one. 

Sign up for our free nonprofit 
e-newsletter, delivered every  
other Wednesday to your inbox. 

Visit PBN.com/email.

plus

is proud to support 
National Philanthropy Day 

and applaud the 2020 honorees.

YOUR #1 RESOURCE FOR LOCAL BUSINESS NEWS 
PROVIDENCE BUSINESS NEWS

855-813-5805  |  PBN.COM

Includes full online 
access and the 
annual Book of Lists, 
regularly $139.

Call 855.813.5805 
and reference promo 
code T201119PHL.

PBN
PROVIDENCE BUSINESS NEWS

R E G I O N A L  P H I L A N T H R O P I C  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

SPONSORED BY

Can R.I. level the field for minority biz owners?

PBN
PROVIDENCE BUSINESS NEWS

pbn.com

A QUESTION OF EQUITY

SEE HOT TOPIC
PAGE 7

SEE EQUITY 
PAGE 11

LEADERS: Pictured from top: C.C.  
Business Corp. President Marcellus 
Sharpe; Social Enterprise Greenhouse 
CEO Kelly Ramirez; and Eugenio 
Ferndandez Jr., owner of Asthenis 
Pharmacy in Providence.
PBN PHOTO/RUPERT WHITELEY; PBN FILE PHOTO/
MICHAEL SALERNO; PBN PHOTO/MICHAEL SALERNO

ONE LAST THING
Raymond Mott  
Success starts with a clear mission |  26

SPOTLIGHT
No brakes on demand at NBX  |  6

Officials wary bars will become pandemic hot spots
CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

YOUR SOURCE FOR BUSINESS NEWS IN SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND  |  VOL. 35, NO. 16  |  $2

JULY 10-16, 2020

SMALL-BUSINESS OWNERS CLAMBERED  
to get in on the federal payroll relief pro-
gram launched in the wake of COVID-19, 
Anna Mangeni held back.

Her business, Nissi Naturals LLC, was in trouble, 
having lost all its retail and event-related sales 
when stay-at-home orders took effect in mid-March. 
But applying through a bank, as the program re-
quired, was an automatic “no” for Mangeni.

BY NANCY LAVIN  |  Lavin@PBN.com

AS
“I’ve been through the banks, and it was not a 

good process,” she said. 
First, it was a higher interest rate on the mort-

gage she and her husband took out compared with 
peers with a similar credit history. Since launching 
the natural skin and hair care product company in 
2015, they have repeatedly faced rejection or inflated

UPHILL BATTLE: Nissi 
Naturals co-owners Andrew 
and Anna Mangeni make 
soap. Anna Mangeni says 
starting and growing the hair 
and skin care products store 
has been challenging because 
it’s difficult to access capital 
as a minority-owned business.
PBN PHOTO/MICHAEL SALERNO

STATE OFFICIALS ARE KEEPING A CLOSE EYE on Rhode Island bars 
to ensure they’re complying with public health measures as crowded 
bars across the country have been identified as the latest hazards in 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In some states where cases have spiked, bars and night-
clubs have been shuttered. And officials in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut have held off allowing them to reopen.

Bars and nightclubs are open in Rhode Island, but they 

remain on restrictions established in June, and Gov. Gina M. Raimon-
do has targeted them for increased enforcement, following a late June 
compliance check that found nearly 1 in 5 were allowing too many 

customers to congregate.
State officials cite scientists who say the COVID-19 virus 

spreads most efficiently when people are inside, in close 

BY MARY MACDONALD  |  MacDonald@PBN.com

HOT TOPIC

See page 27 for this year’s 40 Under Forty Honorees.
Virtual Awards Event: July 16th | 4pm

PBN
PROVIDENCE BUSINESS NEWS

pbn.com

MOBILE PANTRY: Heather Hole Strout, foreground left, executive director of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Center in Newport, speaks with Dylan Deacon, of Middletown, who is picking up groceries. Strout says the 
food pantry has had to adapt how it serves people during the COVID-19 pandemic, including adding a mobile delivery 
service that has proven popular.  

PBN PHOTO/KATE WHITNEY LUCEY

ONE LAST THING
Tonya Harris |  30

FOCUS
Veteran business owners 
put to test by COVID-19  |  22

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Can R.I. tourism avoid summer of sadness?
BY NANCY LAVIN  |  Lavin@PBN.com

YOUR SOURCE FOR BUSINESS NEWS IN SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND  |  VOL. 35, NO. 9  |  $2

MAY 22-28, 2020

SEE FOOD PANTRIES 
PAGE 12

Needy flock to 
Rhode Island’s 
overwhelmed 
food pantries

COMMON FOR Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Community Center 
Executive Director Heather 
Hole Strout to see adults and 

the elderly seeking food at the Newport 
center’s pantry.

But on a recent day, she noticed a new 
age group: teenagers.

“We typically don’t see kids shopping for 
their families alone and, in one hour, there 
were two separate instances of kids getting 
food for their family,” Strout recalled.

Strout suddenly realized how deep an 
impact the COVID-19 pandemic has made, 
beyond the health crisis. “It’s everybody,” 
she said. “This  isn’t something that is just

BY JAMES BESSETTE  |  Bessette@PBN.com

IT’S

STARVING FOR HELP

MORE INSIDE: 
n  Dining Out: Restaurants take 

awkward step outdoors. Page 5

n  Pandemic Diary: Shortages force 
new strategies. Page 15

n  PBN survey: Many comfortable 
about return to workplace.  
Page 16

n  Crisis to alter how states 
compete for jobs. Page 29

FROM BEACH VACATIONS TO business conferences, 
travel-related tourism is the lifeblood of the state 
economy, generating $6.8 billion in 2018, according to 
a report by R.I. Commerce Corp.

But with state borders closed and large social gather-
ings off-limits, the industry has ground to a 
halt, costing millions of dollars in direct spend-
ing at restaurants, hotels, attractions and 
events. Whether the losses will be even greater 

hinges on when the state will reopen its borders to out-
of-state travelers – and whether they’ll want to come.

“If we don’t have open borders, this is going to be 
a finite season,” said Evan Smith, CEO and president 
of Discover Newport. “The ability to have visitation 

from out of state is going to define what this 
season is all about.”

SEE HOT TOPIC 
PAGE 7

HOT TOPIC

FREE VIRTUAL SUMMIT
June 4 | 9 am

For more information turn to page 32
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF NEWPORT COUNTY 

Newport Boxfit
Our history with Newport Boxfit began in 2013, when they 
hosted their first classes in our gymnasium. In 2019, a “Fall Fury” 
was held in our gym, an exciting night of live exhibition boxing 
showcasing local talent. All proceeds from this sold-out event 
benefited the Club. This year, during the pandemic, virtual 
classes were offered to our youth and this winter new classes 
will resume in our gym. Jesse Macrae stated: “Our work with the 
Club is by far one of our proudest achievements and we are 

always humbled when we visit and see just what they do for the youth in our community.” T

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF NORTHERN RHODE ISLAND 

The Keyser Family
The Keyser Family is a long-time supporter of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Northern Rhode Island, formerly the BGC of 
Cumberland-Lincoln, where their sons attended. Stanley, a 
retired CPA, was with Fleet Financial for over 33 years and 
Nancy, an avid swimmer at the Cumberland Clubhouse, is a 
retired math teacher. Knowing the importance of a safe place 
to go after school, they are both deeply invested in the mission 
of the Club and the well-being of children in Rhode Island. Their 

support funds the Club’s innovative services and the food program, which serves over 80,000 
annual meals and snacks. Thank you, Nancy and Stanley, for your dedication! T
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF PAWTUCKET 

Leon C. Boghossian, III
Leon Boghossian has supported the Boys & Girls Club of 
Pawtucket for decades, serving on the Board of Directors for 
nine years and as a trustee since 1996. Leon is both a financial 
supporter of the Club and serves as the Chair of the Major Gifts 
Committee. Leon is employed as a Partner at Hinckley Allen 
in Providence, serves on the board of The Gamm Theatre, 
serves as a member on the Development Committee of the 
Providence Public Library, and an overseer at the RI Children’s 

Museum. Leon has been a wonderful advocate for the Club and we are so grateful for his 
continued leadership, especially during these trying times!T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

BOYS TOWN NEW ENGLAND  

Ashley Burke
Fifteen-year-old Ashley Burke has been a blessing to the 
children of Boys Town New England since 2018. She has twice 
sent hundreds of handmade gift tags for our Adopt a Child 
Christmas Gift Drive, each tag decorated beautifully to ensure 
our children have the picture-perfect Christmas morning they 
deserve. In 2019, Ashley put in over 120 hours of her time to 
make and fill toiletry bags for our youth, most of whom arrive 
to our campus with no personal belongings. We are thankful for 

her generosity and know she is leader of the next philanthropic generation! T

Gray Matter Marketing 
Gray Matter Marketing truly exemplifies the spirit of philanthropy 
to support neighboring non-profits within their community. 
Since 2015, Gray Matter Marketing has been a trusted partner and 
supporter of Boys Town New England. Matt Gray and his team 
have visited our campus in Portsmouth and have completed 
volunteer work, spent time with our kids on campus, and 
have also included Boys Town New England in several of their 
nationally recognized road races, such as the Newport Marathon 

and the Pell Bridge Run. Since Gray Matter Marketing’s opening in 2012, they have contributed over 
$1.25 million to local non-profits and are a pillar in the Aquidneck Island community.T
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

CHILDREN’S FRIEND 

Nordson Corporation
Children’s Friend honors our committed partner, 
Nordson Corporation, for improving the well-
being and healthy development of Rhode 
Island’s most vulnerable children. Nordson 
has invested in high-quality educational 
experiences, sponsoring our Summer Learning 
and Enrichment Program. They have also 
supported the expansion of our Culturally and 

Linguistically Responsive classrooms that develop language and literacy skills. Finally, we can’t 
thank Nordson enough for their amazing work on our new Althea Center in Providence, where 
they not only funded the playground but also volunteered to build it, digging holes and installing 
equipment on the hottest days of last summer. T

CITY YEAR  

National Grid
Over the last two decades National Grid 
has generously donated nearly $1 million 
and countless volunteer hours to City Year 

Providence (CYPVD) to support programming that helps Providence students succeed. They 
have brought resources such as the Zoomobile, Paw Sox tickets, New England Aquarium visits, 
and an astronaut to provide inspiring enrichment opportunities in our schools. Employee 
volunteers extend our efforts by reading to students, supporting STEM enrichment programs, 
and reinforcing students’ social-emotional skill development. CYPVD is so grateful to have 
National Grid as a committed partner and champion. T
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THE GAMM THEATRE 

Lynn McKinney and Ron Margolin
Lynn McKinney and Ron Margolin are extraordinary 
examples of partners in philanthropy. Lynn most 
recently served as President of our Board of Directors, 
overseeing our move to Warwick and subsequent 
renovation of the theatre. His steady leadership and 
wonderful sense of humor are a gift to all who have 
the pleasure of knowing him. Together, Lynn and Ron 

have been champions for The Gamm – through generous philanthropic gifts to our Annual Fund, 
Special Events, Capital Campaign, and beyond – and by sharing their passion and love for The 
Gamm with others. Lynn and Ron, we are eternally grateful and thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts! T

Mutual Property Associates
Mutual Property Associates, and Steve Soscia, 
have been incredible supporters of The Gamm 
for several years. From attending performances 
and being enthusiastic connectors, to generously 

sponsoring events and supporting The Gamm in many other ways, we are so thankful for Steve 
and the entire Mutual Property group. Your continued generosity and kindness have been 
essential to sustaining us during this unprecedented time. We are so very thankful! T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

GIRL SCOUTS OF SOUTHEASTERN NEW ENGLAND

Janet Feyler
Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England recognizes Janet 
Feyler for her longtime commitment to our mission of building 
girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world 
a better place. Jan served as GSSNE’s Chief Executive Officer from 
1994 until her retirement in 2011 and she continues to support 
our council not only financially but also as a steadfast volunteer. 
Currently, Jan is serving on the Camp Hoffman Centennial and 
Endowment committees. Jan has also been instrumental in 

establishing our Leadership Center for girls and supporting other important initiatives at our 
council over the years, including our Community Outreach program which supports at-risk girls 
living in underserved communities. Jan’s passion for Girl Scouts helps GSSNE serve over 5,000 
girl members and 2,800 adult volunteers each year. Thank you Jan for all you do for girls in our 
community! T

HIGHLANDER CHARTER SCHOOL 

Joseph McCarthy
Joe McCarthy began volunteering at Highlander as a helper 
to the STEAM instructor last fall, and he quickly became part 
of the family. Every morning he greeted students with a smile 
and he was always eager to lend a hand. Working with small 
groups of students, he connected with them and built strong 
relationships. Being a great listener, Joe identified students’ 
interests and donated library books weekly so they could read 
about topics they love. His generosity brought joy to students 

in all of the grades. Joe is a warmhearted and caring individual who is cherished by Highlander 
students and staff. According to the teacher he helps, “Joe is the Robin to my Batman”! T
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MCAULEY MINISTRIES 

Shawn O’Rourke
There is a powerful force at work that is changing the lives of 
homeless mothers and children who live at McAuley Village. This 
dynamo has furnished more than 40 apartments for over 100 
residents, acting as dispatch, mover, and driver. Through social 
media, she has transformed her porch into a well-known drop off 
center. Her drive to ease the lives of others means that within 24 
hours, a mom will have a couch or a table, and a child will have a 
bed complete with new bedding. She is a testimony to the fact 

that one individual can change the world. This remarkable person is Shawn O’Rourke. T

MEALS ON WHEELS OF RHODE ISLAND 

Kevin Millonzi
As board chair of Meals on Wheels of RI (MOWRI), Kevin 
Millonzi of Millonzi Fine Catering and Millonzi’s Kitchen Bar has 
truly gone above and beyond in his dedication to advancing 
our organization’s mission, including sponsoring our 50th 
anniversary gala as its premier caterer. Kevin’s vision and 
commitment to helping to move MOWRI into the future is a 
tremendous asset to our organization’s growth and we are 
forever grateful for his partnership as a delivery hero. T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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NEWPORT MENTAL HEALTH 

Colleen Medeiros
Colleen Medeiros brought Newport Mental Health’s fundraising 
to the next level. As a volunteer board member, Colleen breathed 
life into the Newport Mental Health Golf Tournament and ‘Rock 
the Mansion’ Gala events. It is not an exaggeration to say that 
she was the single biggest driving force in professionalizing our 
development department. Across her six-year tenure on the 
board, she led efforts that raised over $500,000! With people like 
Colleen working there, it is no surprise that BankNewport won 

the Outstanding Philanthropic Business award. T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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THE POTTER LEAGUE FOR ANIMALS 

JDI Productions
JDI Productions is a local full-service production 
company owned and operated out of Rhode 
Island since the early 2000s. While JDI has 
grown into a world-wide organization, they 

have always made it a point to donate their time and resources to local non-profit organizations 
like the Potter League for Animals, Providence Animal Rescue League, Rhode Island SPCA, Stand 
Down Day for US Veterans, and CVS Charities to name a few. Even in current times of COVID-19, 
when the event industry has been put on hold and nearly non-existent, JDI was able to pivot 
their business model by transforming their warehouse space into a Live Streaming stage for 
shows and fundraising events. While many philanthropic in-person events have been cancelled 
or postponed, JDI Productions has assisted a handful of organizations including The Potter 
League in successfully transitioning our in-person events to virtual events, helping raise much 
needed funding through these difficult months. We applaud and thank JDI Productions for their 
years of philanthropic generosity in helping so many non-profits with their events and looking 
for ways to continue to assist during these challenging times. T

Joan Johnson-Freese
Joan Johnson-Freese has illustrated her deep love for animals 
through her enduring commitment to the Potter League. 
Always enthusiastic Joan began volunteering at the Potter 
League in 2012 and never looked back. She became an 
active board member in 2013 and served as board president. 
She is an inspiration and sought new partners for the Potter 
League with local and international organizations such as the 
Women’s Resource Center and NOWZAD, Afghanistan’s only 
animal rescue. Joan has chaired and contributed to multiple 

fundraisers, helped cultivate adopter and donor relationships and raised funds with her with 
beloved cats Norm and Cliff for our annual Heart and Sole Walk. In 2017 she emceed our summer 
Yappy Hour fundraiser and helped raise vital funds for the animals. Joan was instrumental on 
our Executive Director Search Committee and Transition Committee and serves on a number 
of nonprofit boards sharing her expertise in leadership and gender and race relations. Joan has 
devoted countless hours of her time, incredible energy, and resources to benefit our mission and 
we are honored to recognize her as our Partner in Philanthropy. T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Adriana Dawson
Adriana Dawson, Community Engagement Director at Verizon, 
is a gifted community builder and tireless advocate for local 
nonprofits across Rhode Island. Providence Public Library is 
so fortunate to have Adriana as a partner and true champion 
of our work--first during her time at Roger Williams University, 
where she often collaborated with PPL’s Education Department 
on innovate new initiatives, then at BankNewport, and now at 
Verizon! Thank you, Adriana, for all you do for our community, 
and cheers to you! T

Michele Cinquegrano
Michele Cinquegrano, Regional Director of Verizon Government 
Affairs, is a passionate and tireless supporter of local nonprofit 
organizations throughout Rhode Island. Providence Public 
Library is so fortunate to have Michele as a partner and true 
advocate for our work! In 2020, PPL received a $100,000 grant 
from Verizon to support greater digital equity among all Rhode 
Islanders, and this would not have occurred without Michele 
inviting and encouraging us to apply. Thank you, Michele, for all 
you do for our community, and cheers to you! T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE 

Barbara Loomis Smith
Barbara Loomis Smith, a dedicated and generous alumna of 
Rhode Island College’s Class of 1970, co-chaired her successful, 
innovative and memorable 50th class reunion. This was a 
significant achievement because the event moved from an in-
person celebration to a virtual one due to the pandemic. Since 
graduation, Ms. Smith has held many leadership positions with 
the Rhode Island College Alumni Association and the Rhode 
Island College Foundation. With her warm personality, skills 

in communication, creative thinking, and ever-present support of the college, she contributes 
in many ways to enriching the experiences of past, current and future Rhode Island College 
students.T

Scott Molloy
Scott Molloy has a long, distinguished career as a 
University of Rhode Island professor, Irish labor and 
transit historian, Union official, and author. He earned 
the first of his post-secondary degrees from Rhode 
Island College in 1970. Fifty-years later, Dr. Molloy served 
as the co-chair of the golden reunion of his class. Due to 
the pandemic, an in-person celebration was no longer 
allowed. As he has for countless local, regional, and 

national initiatives, Dr. Molloy brought wisdom and experience to planning and implementing 
a successful virtual reunion. Throughout the years, he has remained a committed supporter of 
Rhode Island College.T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 

James Bussiere
The Rhode Island Community Food Bank is proud to honor 
Jim Bussiere, Senior Vice President, Marketing at Amica Mutual 
Insurance Company, as our Partner in Philanthropy. Jim has 
been an incredible asset to our Board of Directors and has 
taken an active role in so many aspects of the Food Bank’s work. 
He has helped us secure generous grants and sponsorships 
from Amica, made thank you calls to donors, volunteered with 

colleagues, and attended our events. As Chair of our Strategic Planning Committee, he has 
played an instrumental role in guiding our mission and work with insight and expertise. Jim has 
been a steadfast champion of our organization and we greatly appreciate his service. T

Pat & Maureen Sullivan
When the COVID-19 crisis left so many Rhode Islanders 
struggling to put food on their tables, Pat and Maureen Sullivan 
jumped into action. Their desire to help their neighbors in need 
led them to establish a $25,000 matching challenge this past 
Spring, to inspire others in the community to give generously 
as well. Pat and Maureen’s involvement with the Food Bank has 
not been limited to helping during the current pandemic. They 
have been longstanding advocates and supporters of our work. 

Maureen served on our Board of Directors, they have both attended our fundraising events, and 
have been generous and consistent donors. The Sullivans’ commitment of time and resources 
has been critical in alleviating hunger in Rhode Island, and we are grateful for their enduring 
support and partnership. T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

RHODE ISLAND FOUNDATION 

Mrs. Victoria Johnson
Mrs. Victoria Johnson is a true Rhode Island Foundation 
supporter and volunteer, serving on four scholarship selection 
committees. She established her own scholarship to support 
Rogers High School in Newport, for African Americans 
graduating with financial need. She is a member of the 
Foundation’s 1916 Legacy Society and hosts gatherings at her 
home to introduce friends to the work of the Foundation. In 
1996, Mrs. Johnson began serving as principal of her alma mater, 

Rogers High School. She was named an NAACP Role Model among other achievements, and is an 
avid golfer. Mrs. Johnson is a founder of the Newport Middle Passage Project, documenting and 
memorializing the slave trade in Newport. Mrs. Johnson notes, “My personal mission statement 
includes four facets that I feel give my life purpose and meaning: God, health, family, and human 
kindness.” The Rhode Island Foundation finds inspiration in Mrs. Victoria Johnson, and is honored 
to be her philanthropic partner. T

RHODE ISLAND FREE CLINIC 

Bryant University Physician 
Assistant Program
Rhode Island Free Clinic is proud to honor 
Bryant University Physician Assistant Program 
as our Partner in Philanthropy. Since 2017 they 
have partnered with the Clinic to increase 
access to vital healthcare for low-income 
Rhode Islanders. Our Clinic is on the front lines 
of COVID-19 care. In 2020 Bryant University 

Physician Assistant Program faculty and trainees stepped up to assist our COVID-19 Test Site 
and help vulnerable Rhode Islanders get the tests and care they need during the pandemic. 
We honor Bryant PA Program’s commitment and inspiring service to the health of individuals, 
communities, and RI during these unprecedented times. T
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2020 Partners in Philanthropy

SAVE THE BAY  

Green River Silver Company
For 10 years, Green River Silver Company, Inc. has been a loyal 
partner to Save The Bay. In addition to supporting our annual 
Artists for the Bay Show and Sale, the company also donates a 
portion of the proceeds from its beloved Rhode Island jewelry 
line to Save The Bay, while further donating merchandise for 
use as fundraising incentives. Our longstanding partnership 
with Green River Silver Company is a remarkable example of 
community collaboration, and we are truly grateful to them for 
their continued support of our mission to protect and improve 
Narragansett Bay. T

THUNDERMIST HEALTH CENTER 

Linda Cannistra
Linda Cannistra has been involved with Thundermist Health 
Center since childhood. Her father, Dr. Francesco Cannistra 
was the founding medical director.; this instilled in her a desire 
to give back from a young age. Linda has been generously 
ensuring care for those most in need for decades now. In 
addition, she volunteers on the Board of Directors, serving on 
the executive committee, and working on the development 
task force. Linda is a long-time supporter of the organization’s 

fundraising efforts including Moonlight at the Dunes and capital campaigns. Thank you, Linda, 
for all you continue to do to ensure high-quality health care for all! T
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TIDES FAMILY SERVICE 

Washington Trust
We are incredibly grateful to The Washington Trust Company 
and our Board Treasurer, Matt Raiche, for their commitment to 
the more than 500 youth we serve each day throughout Rhode 
Island. They have been, and remain committed, to helping us 
raise funds through our annual golf tournament and Small 
Miracles, Big Hearts holiday campaign. The funds from each 
event have helped us serve more than 1,800 youth. They are 
committed to our philosophy of Never Giving Up on a Kid...

Never! Thank you Washington Trust and Matt Raiche! T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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UNITED WAY OF RHODE ISLAND 

Anna Rodriguez
Anna Rodriguez is an exemplary volunteer at United Way of 
Rhode Island. For over four years, she has volunteered at United 
Way 211, Rhode Island’s free and confidential help line, providing 
state health insurance and senior Medicare counseling. Her 
dedication, passion and innovation are inspirational. Even 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, Anna continued to volunteer 
with Project Hello, communicating daily with seniors in 
isolation. She has helped hundreds of Rhode Island seniors 

navigate their medical and social needs with a caring heart. Anna, we are honored and grateful 
to recognize your service to RI at United Way! T

Roberta Butler
Roberta Butler has been an outstanding supporter of United 
Way of Rhode Island for over 35 years. Her generosity of time, 
talent and treasure has helped improve the lives of Rhode 
Islanders in need. Since 2015, Roberta has also served on United 
Way’s Board of Directors, stepping down in 2021 as she retires 
as the Marketing and Brand Management Senior Executive 
at FM Global. As chair of the Resource Development and 
Engagement Committee, she has offered invaluable expertise 

to engage others in United Way. She continues to advocate for better childhood literacy with 
Women United, mentoring other women along the way. Roberta, we are incredibly grateful for 
your dedication!! T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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WOMEN’S FUND OF RHODE ISLAND 

Mara Henderson King
Mara Henderson King has served on our events committee for 
two years with a fierce dedication to bringing in other people 
who may care about our mission. She has served as a go-to 
editor on various written projects. She cares very deeply about 
creating an equitable world for her daughter and it shows in her 
volunteer work. Thank you Mara for all you do! T

Sarah Alexander
We are so pleased to honor Sarah Alexander as our Partner in 
Philanthropy. Sarah created an extensive plan for our monthly 
giving program called Circle of Giving. She not only created 
the plan, but also created the assets, list segmentation, and 
implemented her design. Her dedication to gender equity and 
this project was really inspiring. Thank you, Sarah, for your time 
and talent and for inspiring others to give generously. We are 
grateful! T

2020 Partners in Philanthropy
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National Philanthropy Day 2020
Committees

 Event Co-Chairs Erica Busillo Adams 
  Providence Public Library

  Shana Murrell

 Event Committee Kelley Coen, CFRE
  Boys & Girls Clubs of Newport County

  Amy Gravell
  The Gamm Theatre

  Amanda Heinsen
  United Way of Rhode Island 

  Linda Hull

  Wendy Ingram
  Art Connection-RI

  Erin O’Gara Dollard
  Potter League for Animals

  Christine Pellegri, CFRE
  Rhode Island Foundation

  Jennifer Raxter
  Mental Health Association of Rhode Island

Awards & Herbert E. Kaplan Youth in Philanthropy Scholarship Committee
 
 Co-Chairs Lisa Desbiens, CFRE
  The Providence Center and VNA of Care New England

  Vernell Clouden-Duval 
  Caritas Communities

 Committee Erica Busillo Adams
  Providence Public Library 

  C. Alexander Chiulli 
  Barton Gilman LLP

  Doreen Tucker
  Sisters of Mercy Northeast Community
  
Videos produced by:  Stu Giannini of G Media
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, click here to visit www.afpri.org.

JOIN THE 
ASSOCIATION OF FUNDRAISING PROFESSIONALS

DISCOVER CREATIVE IDEAS TO HELP YOUR 
FUNDRAISING CAREER GROW!

The Rhode Island Chapter offers…
• Networking with experienced practitioners
• Discounted education sessions 
• Insights into local career opportunities
• Scholarships Click to learn more

  

 
 

 

$50 Professional or Associate New Member Discount! 
In honor of National Philanthropy Day® AFP is offering a $50 discount to new members 

joining in the Professional or Associate member categories by November 30, 2020! 
 

Fill out the membership invitation as usual, but deduct $50.00 from the total and 
include this coupon with your payment.* 

Complete your application and send it in via mail or fax by November 30, 2020 
*Coupon must be included with payment. One coupon per new member.  Can also be redeemed 

online by using discount code NPD2020. 
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Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Rhode Island Chapter

 President & Governance Chair  Amy E. Gravell
  The Gamm Theatre

 President Elect &
 Professional Development Co-Chair  Edward McPherson
  Newport County Community
  Mental Health Center

 Past President Christine Pellegri, MPA, CFRE
  Rhode Island Foundation  

 Treasurer  Patrick B. McAssey, CPA
  Blum Shapiro

 Secretary  Geri Manning
  Saint Elizabeth Community

 National Philanthropy Day Co-Chair  Erica Busillo Adams
  Providence Public Library

 Awards & Scholarships Co-Chair  Vernell Clouden-Duval
  Caritas Communities

 At-large Erica L. Donnelly, CFRE
  Care New England

 At-large Mike Gianfrancesco
  Foursight Graphics, LLC

 Marketing Committee Co-Chair Katie McGwin
  University of Rhode Island Foundation

 Government Relations Chair &
 Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Access 
 (IDEA) Chair Kelly Nevins
  Women’s Fund of Rhode Island

 At-large Ray Nuñez
  The Nuñez Co./Creative Collective

 Membership Chair  Jessica Salter
  Amos House

 Marketing Co-Chair Marissa Tuccelli
  Boys & Girls Clubs of Northern RI

AFP-RI Board of Directors
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Outstanding Philanthropic CORPORATION
2019 94 HJY
2018 New England Laborers’ Tri-Funds
2017 The Claflin Company
2016 Ocean State Job Lot
2015 ALEX AND ANI
2014 Taco, Inc.
2013 Gregg’s Restaurants & Pubs
2012 Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island
2011 Stop & Shop
2010 Amica Insurance
2009 Swarovski North America Limited
2008 Bank of America
2007 Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP
2006 Collette Vacations
2005 Whole Foods Market
2004 BankRI
2003 The Washington Trust Company
2002 WJAR/NBC10
2001 CVS/pharmacy
2000 Verizon
1999 BankBoston
1998 Textron, Inc.
1997 Fleet
1996 Citizens Bank
1995 The Providence Journal Company
1994 Hasbro, Inc.

Outstanding Philanthropic BUSINESS 
2019 Russell Morin Catering and Events
2018 Newport Tent Company 
2017 Gracie’s Venture
2016 Delta Dental of Rhode Island 
2015 Barton Gilman LLP 
2014 Coastway Community Bank
2013 Seven Stars Bakery
2012 Performance Physical Therapy
2011 Centreville Bank
2010 Koch Eye Associates
2009 Cat Country 98.1 WCTK-FM
2008 Lefkowitz, Garfinkel, Champi & DeRienzo PC 
2007 Pinnelli-Marra Group 
2006 RI Monthly Communications
2005 Duffy & Shanley
2004 WPMZ Poder 1110AM
2002 Pawtucket Red Sox
2001 East Side Marketplace

Outstanding Philanthropic CITIZEN 
2019 Ray Rickman
2018 Dr. Joseph Chazan 
2017 Kate & Howard Kilguss
2016 Alfred J. Verrecchia 
2015 Suzanne Magaziner 
2014 James A. Hopkins
2013 Carol A. Peterson
2012 Brenda & Raymond “Chip” Bolster
2011 Louis Marciano
2010 Joan Abrams
2009 Constance Worthington
2008 Marjorie Brightman Catanzaro
2007 Arthur Robbins
2006 Gary St. Peter*
2005 Barbara Stillman
2004 Maxwell Mays*
2003 Simone P. Joyaux, ACFRE
2002 Herman Rose
2001 Herbert E. Kaplan*
2000 Mr.* & Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.
1999 Guy Abelson*
1998 Mr.* & Mrs.* John Hazen White, Sr.
1997 The Russell A. Boss Family
1996 Mr.* & Mrs. Malcolm G. Chace
1995 Alan Shawn Feinstein
 Carol McGovern*, RSM awarded posthumously
1994 Alperin/Hirsch Family
1992 Norman* & Rosalie* Fain
1991 Mary Ann Lippitt*
1990 G. Dickson Kenney*
1989 The Goddard Family, George Miller
1988 Charles E. Gleadow, Jr.* and John W. Wall*
1987 William Heisler, III
1986 Bayard Ewing*
1985 Thomas P. I. Goddard
1984 Roger P. Braman*
1983 Allen H. Howland*
1982 Joseph W. Ress*

* Deceased

Past National Philanthropy Day 
Award Recipients

 President & Governance Chair  Amy E. Gravell
  The Gamm Theatre

 President Elect &
 Professional Development Co-Chair  Edward McPherson
  Newport County Community
  Mental Health Center

 Past President Christine Pellegri, MPA, CFRE
  Rhode Island Foundation  

 Treasurer  Patrick B. McAssey, CPA
  Blum Shapiro

 Secretary  Geri Manning
  Saint Elizabeth Community

 National Philanthropy Day Co-Chair  Erica Busillo Adams
  Providence Public Library

 Awards & Scholarships Co-Chair  Vernell Clouden-Duval
  Caritas Communities

 At-large Erica L. Donnelly, CFRE
  Care New England

 At-large Mike Gianfrancesco
  Foursight Graphics, LLC

 Marketing Committee Co-Chair Katie McGwin
  University of Rhode Island Foundation

 Government Relations Chair &
 Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Access 
 (IDEA) Chair Kelly Nevins
  Women’s Fund of Rhode Island

 At-large Ray Nuñez
  The Nuñez Co./Creative Collective

 Membership Chair  Jessica Salter
  Amos House

 Marketing Co-Chair Marissa Tuccelli
  Boys & Girls Clubs of Northern RI
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National Philanthropy Day in Rhode Island 
is an opportunity to recognize our current 
philanthropic leaders as well as look to 
the future of philanthropy. Every year we 
recognize one Rhode Island high school 
senior for their commitment to philanthropy 
and community service and present them 
with the $2,500 Herbert E. Kaplan Youth in 
Philanthropy Scholarship. 

At last year’s National Philanthropy Day 
celebration, Holly Viphakone was awarded 
the Herbert E. Kaplan Youth in Philanthropy 
scholarship in recognition of her remarkable 
commitment to serving others, including 
fundraising and restoring an abandoned nature 
trail for the Girl Scouts, for which she received 
the Girl Scout Bronze Award, mentoring and 
tutoring other students at Woonsocket High 
School, and serving on Congressman Cicilline’s 
Youth Advisory Council.

Holly recently reflected on the impact 
of receiving the scholarship. “It has been 
such an honor to receive this scholarship 
because it is a reminder that within my 
short time on this earth, I have been able 
to touch the life of at least one person and 
change it for the better. I think it is truly 
beautiful that this organization dedicates 
their efforts to supporting youth who are 
interested in philanthropy work. It has 
inspired me to form the upstart of my own 
nonprofit, in order to help fund experiential 
learning for public school students in 

my local community. I couldn’t be more 
grateful to have had this opportunity and 
acknowledgement.”

In January 2021, Holly will head off to the 
University of Southern California to study 
business administration with an emphasis 
in international relations. We can hardly wait 
to see what amazing things this ambitious 
young woman will achieve there!

You can help make the dreams of students 
like Holly come true by making a gift to the 
Herbert E. Kaplan Scholarship today. Your 
gift will provide much needed support for 
students who have exhibited the values of 
philanthropy and service. Together, we can 
develop the next generation of Rhode Island 
philanthropists and community organizers. 

You can help make the 
dreams of students like 

Holly come true by making 
a gift to the Herbert E. 

Kaplan Scholarship today. 

Herbert E. Kaplan 
Youth in Philanthropy Scholarship

Holly Viphakone, 2019 Scholarship Recipient is 
heading off to the University of Southern California!
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AFP-RI is governed by a volunteer board 
of directors. The AFP-RI Board of Directors 
oversees a range of planning committees that 
carry out the important work of our Chapter. 

Awards and Scholarships Committee 
The Awards and Scholarships Committee 
reviews applications for AFP-RI’s 
professional development and conference 
scholarships, as well as nominations 
for our Chapter’s National Philanthropy 
Day Awards. This committee also solicits 
scholarship applications from Rhode Island 
high school students and selects one 
recipient annually to receive the Herbert E. 
Kaplan Youth in Philanthropy Scholarship.

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access 
(IDEA) Committee 
The Diversity & Inclusion Committee 
creates, implements and monitors the 
chapter’s diversity and inclusion goals and 
objectives, and ensures that diversity and 
inclusion is incorporated into all aspects of 
the chapter’s operations.

Professional Development Committee 
The Professional Development Committee 
plans and organizes educational and 
networking opportunities throughout 
the year for AFP-RI Chapter members and 
others working in the fundraising sector. 
The focus of the committee is to plan and 
execute events that address current trends 
in fundraising as well as issues that affect the 
local fundraising community.

Government Relations Committee 
The Government Relations Committee 
has a primary role to educate members 
regarding public policy issues which 
impact nonprofits. The committee will 
lead engagement with government 

officials, especially those holding elected 
office in Rhode Island to support ethical 
fundraising and donors’ rights.

Marketing Committee 
The Marketing Committee works to 
promote awareness of AFP-RI, National 
Philanthropy Day, AFP-RI educational 
programs and networking events, and 
the accomplishments of our members 
within the Rhode Island and southeastern 
Massachusetts communities through 
digital marketing and social media.

Membership Committee  
The Membership Committee develops 
and implements strategies to identify and 
recruit new members and retain existing 
ones. The Membership Committee 
conducts outreach to prospective 
members by mail, e-mail, phone, and in 
person. Together with the Professional 
Development Committee, we meet 
throughout the year to plan programs 
that will benefit Chapter members 
including networking breakfasts, a 
holiday gathering and an annual 
meeting. 

National Philanthropy Day Committee 
This committee plans and executes 
the state’s premier event celebrating 
philanthropy, with nearly 500 
attendees. The National Philanthropy 
Day committee secures corporate 
sponsorships, coordinates marketing 
and outreach efforts, produces event 
collateral including a program book, and 
manages all event logistics. 

For more information or to volunteer, 
please contact AFP-RI at info@afpri.org

Get involved! 
Volunteer with AFP!
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