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ASSOCIATION OF FUNDRAISING PROFESSIONALS, ALOHA CHAPTER 

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY 2022 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS  

  

LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT 

  

1)   Leading Change: Breakthroughs Don’t Happen Overnight  

Speaker: T. Clay Buck, MFA, CFRE 

  

DESCRIPTION: There is not a single Giant Leap Forward in the History of 

Everything that didn’t require months or years of planning, rigorous testing, 

teamwork – and any number of failures along the way. During this session 

we’ll examine the shifts in attitude, behavior and strategy that go into 

leading substantive, lasting change. We’ll discuss how to define the 

breakthrough you need, defining the conditions for achieving it in context of 

capacity, infrastructure and taking risks, while setting the plan to reach it and 

how lead the way. We’ll walk through each step together and craft a plan 

that makes breakthrough not only possible, but possibly inevitable.  

  

2)   National and State Regulatory Roundup: A Survey of National 

Developments 

Speaker: Hugh R. Jones, Esq. Ashford & Wriston 

  

DESCRIPTION: This session will provide an update on the activities of 

federal and state agencies that provide oversight over the charitable sector, 

including the Internal Revenue Service and State attorneys general and 
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charity regulators, including an update on activities of the Hawaii Attorney 

General. 

  

3)   DEI-Informed Fundraising: Why Diversity and Inclusion are Critical 

to Fundraising Success 

Speaker: Ku‘ulani Keohokalole, People Strategies Hawaii  

  

DESCRIPTION: This session will explore funding and philanthropy from 

an equity lens. In what ways are we holding power as fundraisers and 

funders/philanthropists? In what ways do we think we’re doing "good work" 

but in some ways actually perpetuating and exacerbating the problem? In 

what ways can organizations hold themselves accountable, so that their DEI 

initiatives are not performative, but truly transformational of systems and 

behaviors, so that we can see collective change for our communities? Join us 

for a candid conversation on these topics and learn some helpful strategies 

from Kuʻulani Keohokalole of People Strategies Hawaiʻi. 

  

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING  

  

1)   Turning Donors & Volunteers into Powerful Advocates 

Speakers: Ryan Catalani, Family Promise of Hawaii; Andrew Ogata, 

Hawaii Health and Harm Reduction Center; Connie Choy, Hawaii 

Appleseed  

  

DESCRIPTION: In a recent survey by Kindful, volunteers are 42% more 

likely to become donors if they are connected and engaged with an 

organization. "Successful nonprofit has many players, all performing 

different functions and at varying levels of commitment and volunteers are 

no exception. In fact, volunteers may bring even more passion to your 

organization’s mission and can be invaluable fundraisers and advocates if 

provided with the right tools and resources. Here from three nonprofit 

leaders who have built strong relationships with their volunteers to help 

expand their organization’s brand and helped to achieve fundraising goals 

for their mission. 

  



3 
 

2)   Focus on What Matters: A Data-Inspired Look at Setting 

Fundraising Priorities  

Speaker: T. Clay Buck, MFA, CFRE 

  

DESCRIPTION: Let’s face it, data isn’t for everybody but we are 

fundraising in a time where we have more data about our work than ever 

before. We have more information at our fingertips that can help us 

strategize and focus. In this fun – promise! Data can be fun! – and engaging 

session we look at using the data we already have to help identify where our 

focus needs to be and how best to use it in setting fundraising priorities.  

  

3)   Special Event Fundraising: How to Avoid Another Rubber Chicken 

Dinner  

Speakers: LJ Duenas, Alzheimer’s Association; Michelle Tamayoshi, 

Make-a-Wish Hawaii; Nate Gyotoku, Japanese Cultural Center of 

Hawaii 

  

DESCRIPTION: Jeff Bezos once said, “We see our customers as invited 

guests to a party, and we are the hosts. It’s our job every day to make every 

important aspect of the customer experience a little bit better.” Nonprofit 

organizations must do the same with our event guests.  

  

Your special event fundraiser can either be a rousing success, or a big-time 

failure; the stakes are far too high. In this session, three leaders will share 

how to avoid common pitfalls, integrate mission-driven experiences to raise 

more money, and ensure best practices are followed. When we learn how to 

stay away from the “rubber chicken dinner,” we can create inspiring 

experiences, connect to our supporters, and build our brand.  

  

SECURING THE GIFT 

  

1)   Major Gift Fundraising: Strategies and Tips from the Field 

Speakers: Malia Peters, Hawaii Community Foundation; Kerri Van 

Duyne, YMCA of Honolulu; Mary Saunders, Catholic Charities of 

Hawaii; Jennifer Oyer, CFRE, Community Impact Advisors 
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DESCRIPTION: GivingUSA tells us that 69% of giving comes from 

individual donors and typically, an organization’s revenue comes from just 

20% of donors. However, finding major donors and securing major gifts is 

much easier said than done. Hear from leaders in the field on how they 

create their fundraising strategy, components for major gift fundraising that 

has helped them, how they utilize their events and annual fund to cultivate 

prospective major gift donors, and much more. Join us for a candid and 

thoughtful discussion about fundraising with practical advice to help 

nonprofits make progress that impacts philanthropy for today and tomorrow. 

  

2)   What You Need to Know About DAFs in 2022  

Speakers: Robin Pratt, Hawaii Community Foundation; Eric La’a, 

Hawaii Community Foundation 

  

DESCRIPTION: Over the past decade, non-profit fundraising has been 

rapidly transformed by new ways to give. In particular, DAF (Donor 

Advised Funds) have soared as a popular way for generous donors to 

support nonprofits of all sized, creating an opportunity for nonprofits to 

boost revenues.  

  

Join Hawaii Community Foundation’s Philanthropy Officers Robin Pratt and 

Eric La‘a to learn more about this charitable tool and the impact it is having 

on charitable giving. 

  

3)   Planned Giving 101: Expanding Our Conversations with Donors  

Speaker: Allison Ohanian, University of Hawaii Foundation  

  

DESCRIPTION: Including planned giving in our gift conversations can 

help donors to maximize their philanthropic intent.  Appreciated assets, 

taxable events, and planned giving vehicles work together to produce an 

impact that can be much greater than a current gift.  In this session, you will 

develop a conversational understanding of planned giving to allow you to 

engage in these donor conversations with confidence, including how to ask 

the right questions and understanding the variety of gifts a donor can make 

during their lifetime or through their estate plan.  If you are new to planned 

giving, looking for a refresher, or are a development officer hoping to 



5 
 

include planned giving in your gift conversations, this session aims to 

provide an overview of planned giving and the tools you may need to make 

the most of it. 

  

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION RELATIONS 

  

1)   Trust Based Philanthropy 

Speakers: Ashley Lukens, Funder Hui; Dawn Mahi, Consuelo 

Foundation; Mea Spady, Hawaii Business Magazine 

  

DESCRIPTION: Trust Based Philanthropy flips the script on traditional 

philanthropy that is rooted in advancing equity, shifting power, and building 

mutually accountable relationships that cultivate collaboration between the 

funder and the organization. Join the conversation with Ashley Lukens, 

Dawn Mahi and Mea Aloha Spady who will share how their organizations 

support nonprofits through trust based philanthropy and how can other 

foundations and corporations can address power and build equity with this 

new(ish) grant making practice. 

  

2)   Corporate Engagement: Building Meaningful Partnerships for 

Optimal Success  

Speakers: Dana Harvey, Alexander & Baldwin; Jennifer Onishi, Hawaii 

Foodbank; Marielle Terbio, Hawaii Foodbank; Shannon Cleary, Mid-

Pacific Institute  

  

DESCRIPTION: According to Hawaii Business Magazine, Corporations 

donated more than $91million and 125,000 volunteer hours in 2021. There is 

no doubt that Hawaii is a generous place, even during challenging times. 

This session will help nonprofits understand corporate philanthropic motives 

as corporate decision makers speak about investing in sponsorships, building 

employee volunteerism & workplace giving, and creating values alignment 

with organizations they partner with to best improve impact within the 

community. 

 

3) Grant Giving Foundations: How to Approach and Build Grant 

Funder Relationships 
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Panelists: Claire Tarumoto, Bank of Hawaii; Beth Lum, Creative 

Fundraising Associates; Al Castle, Sam N. and Mary Castle Foundation 

 

DESCRIPTION: According to GivingUSA, foundations played a 

significant role in charitable giving with an estimated $88.5 billion in 

contributions across the U.S. In this competitive market, nonprofits must 

work to ensure that your organization stands out from the crowd and this is 

why there is immense value in building funder relationships. This session 

will cover what grant funders are looking for and also tips on how you can 

cultivate meaningful relationships with funders that will have enduring 

impact on your work. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING 

  

1)   Visual Storytelling: Show, Don’t Tell 

Speakers: Jody Shiroma, PBS Hawaii; Jesse Macadangdang, PBS 

Hawaii; Malu Debus, Hawaii Community Foundation 

  

DESCRIPTION: When you know how to tell a powerful story, you can 

engage your community and raise more money for your nonprofit. PBS 

Hawaii knows a thing or two about storytelling and has been Hawaii's digital 

touchstone for the community for 57 years. Join us for a talk story session 

with Jody Shiroma, Vice President of Communications and Jesse 

Macadangdang, Digital Content Creator, as they share about the art of 

storytelling, digital strategy, and communication tips for nonprofits. 

  

2)   Why Should I Give to You?  

Speaker: Nolan Hong, Pop Creative Media 

  

DESCRIPTION: Your donors are asking this question every time they 

consider giving. Capture them with stories of impact so they can see how 

their donations truly make a difference!  

  

In this session, you’ll learn of all the ingredients that will help you shift your 

storytelling that moves the needle from boring to inspiring. Nolan Hong of 

Pop Creative Media will help you find and tell stories that are emotionally 
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engaging and connect with your audience that convey the heart of your 

organization.  

  

3)   The World Café: Visioning for the Future in Fundraising  

Facilitator: Gwen Navarrete Klapperich, M.Ed., CPTD 

  

DESCRIPTION: We often learn the most when we’re surrounded by our 

peers and collaborating with others. Discussion around specific topics, 

actively listening to others, learning from one another, and visioning 

together fosters innovation and creativity.  

  

In this unique session, Chief Learning Consultant, Gwen Navarrete 

Klapperich, who specializes in performance and talent development 

consulting, will guide attendees through a workshop that will foster an 

environment that will not only develop meaningful conversations centered 

around online fundraising, board engagement, annual giving, and major 

gifts, but will also cultivate ideas that will lead to fundraising success for 

your organization in 2023. 
 


