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Hau'oli Makahiki Hou
Thank you for being a part of the AFP Aloha
Chapter community as professional and
volunteer fundraisers, and philanthropists. As
we move forward together in 2022, consider
getting involved and join a Chapter
Committee to:
➢ Build stronger relationships and networking
with local fundraising colleagues.
➢ Learn more about leadership opportunities
within the Aloha Chapter.
➢ Share your expertise, contributing to the
growth of the Chapter.
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Committee members are needed for Professional Development, National Philanthropy Day
Conference, IDEA (Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access) and Membership. Please send an email
of interest by January 31, 2022 to Chapter Administrator Susan Oshiro at admin@afphawaii.org.

Chapter News

The AFP Aloha Chapter held its Annual Membership Meeting on December 14, 2021, both virtually
and with the most of the board members meeting in-person. Thank you to all those who attended and
a special thanks to our Membership Committee Chair Ellise Fujii for coordinating and hosting the
event.
The membership meeting was led by Board President Angie Britten, CFRE, who reviewed the 2021
Annual Report including the chapter’s highlights of the year, announced the 2022 board and thanked
the outgoing board members. View 2021 Annual Report…
The centerpiece of the meeting was a panel discussion, “Cryptocurrency and Philanthropy” with guest
panelists Nathaniel Harmon, Founder and Chief Executive Officer; Ellen Ng, Economic Development
Specialist, Hawaiʻi Technology Development Corporation Blockchain Solutions Hawaiʻi; and Charlie
Vincent, Executive Director, Spur Impact, and moderated by board member Ryan Catalani. Our
thanks to the group for sharing their knowledge on a variety of aspects of this important topic that is a
quickly emerging one for non-profits.
The meeting concluded with our annual lucky prize drawing, which included various gift cards and
other cool items donated by our generous board members. The meeting was a great way for our
membership to gather, recap the year, and get ready for 2022!

Welcome to Our 2022 Board Leadership
The AFP Aloha Chapter advances philanthropy throughout Hawaii by actively promoting the practice
of ethical and effective fundraising. Each year local fundraising professionals are nominated for and
approved by Chapter membership to serve as a volunteer Board of Director. This diverse group
provides professional development, networking, and mentoring to Hawaii’s professional fundraising
community’s needs based on survey responses, direct feedback, and fundraising trends.
The 2022 board members are a diverse group of fundraisers from a variety of nonprofit organizations
across the state of Hawaii. We are excited to have leadership representing Hawai’i Island, Maui,
Kaua’i and Oahu. Please welcome the 2022 AFP Aloha Chapter Board of Directors…

HURRY! Application Deadline for the Chamberlain
Scholarship to attend the AFP ICON 2022 in Viva Las

Vegas is January 15th!
Don’t miss out on your chance to receive a scholarship to attend the AFP ICON 2022 Las Vegas, NV,
on May 2-4, 2022! Learn more about ICON 2022 here: https://afpicon.com/
Please note that this scholarship is only available to individuals who have not attended a past AFP
International conference.
The Chamberlain Scholarship program honors Ralph E. Chamberlain, CFRE, who had a long and
distinguished career of service to AFP. This program is designed to help individuals serving nonprofit
organizations develop their knowledge and skills in fundraising by attending the annual international
conference.
If you are interested in attending, please fill out the scholarship application and submit by January
15, 2022 for consideration.

AFP Aloha Chapter: Your Support Will Go a Long Way!
How has the AFP Aloha Chapter impacted You? Have you learned
new fundraising techniques, made new connections, or
experienced/celebrated fundraising successes in your community?
As a volunteer-driven organization, the Aloha Chapter relies on
local community support to provide affordable professional
development and networking opportunities like monthly Coffee
Talks, webinars, workshops, and conference sessions.
Your tax-deductible gift helps continue these invaluable
opportunities for you and your fundraising colleagues —and now it’s
even easier to donate today with the option to make a recurring
gift. Mahalo for supporting the Aloha Chapter!

In Memory of Loretta Yajima
Longtime Aloha Chapter member Loretta was known by many as a
philanthropist for her tireless work with charities and various organizations.
She was a great supporter and volunteer for our chapter. Loretta’s
boundless enthusiasm and spirit will be dearly missed.
Note: Loretta’s obituary mentioned that donations can be made to the
Hawaii Children’s Discovery Center in her honor.

Membership News

Member Spotlight
Malu Debus
Philanthropy Officer, Hawai'i Island
Hawai'i Community Foundation

We would like to start off the year by getting to know some
of our new board members. In this issue our profile features
Malu Debus. We are fortunate to have Malu join the board
this year and help represent our colleagues on Hawaiʻi
Island. We thank Malu for taking the time to share a little
about herself.

How long have you been at your current organization?
I have been with Hawaiʻi Community Foundation for just under four years.
What encouraged you to join AFP?
I have had an interest in joining AFP for a while, however Inger Tully reached out this year to light that
spark. I have her to thank.
How did 2021 go for your organization? What are your plans for 2022?
2021 saw a multitude of changes across our organization. Our Hawaiʻi Island team created the Puna
Strong grantmaking program in partnership with Hawaiʻi County, which followed a Trust-based
Philathropy model. This work led the foundation to continue investing in this type of grantmaking
through our 2021 CHANGE grants. Trust-based Philanthropy is built to ease pressure placed on
nonprofits to seek funding for their work and really offered us an opportunity to learn more about what
is happening in our community through virtual interviews. The framework we set in place through the
pandemic has forged partnerships with government and built networks across our community that
help us to better leverage funding sources for greater impact. In 2022, we plan to continue this great
work – mostly completely virtually. Our main office is under renovation at this time, which is timely, as
our teams have become accustomed to the shift to a virtual platform in response to the pandemic.
Can you share how you’ve adapted professionally and/or personally over the last few years
during the pandemic?
The last few years have been a professional blessing. My work with the foundation deeply feeds my
love for the community and I have received incredible support to pursue this work through my
professional development. Our team is built of passionate individuals who willingly share their
knowledge and expertise in the many fields that intersect to create change and I continue to soak up
every opportunity afforded to me to learn from them. The foundation not only encourages pursuit of
educational career-building opportunities available externally, but also creates and offers these
experiences in-house for our community. Even better – most of these opportunities are available
virtually, so there are few barriers to soaking in some professional development over the lunch hour
and throughout the day.

Nina Horioka
Parents And Children Together
Peter Pereira
(Retired)
Harmonee Williams
Executive Director
Hawaii Good Food Alliance

Terrina Wong
Deputy Director of Social and Immigration
Services
Pacific Gateway Center
Olivia Zavodny
Hawaiian Humane Society

Free AFP Webinar on January 25th -- Thank You for
Being a Friend: Forming Communities of Support for
Fundraisers
On Tuesday, January 25 at 1:00 p.m. EST (8am HST), join Sarah K. Nathan, Ph.D., Heather
O'Connor, Ph.D., and Genevieve G. Shaker, Ph.D., for an interactive research- and experience-based
conversation about building informal professional circles. Participants will discuss creative and
accessible approaches to mentoring, including how to foster meaningful peer networks among
fundraisers in your community. Read more/register...

AFP Foundation for Philanthropy

Thank you to all our AFP Aloha Chapter donors for their BE the CAUSE 2021 contributions!
Due to the generous support we received, we were able to make our goal, which translates to even
more of the AFP Foundation for Philanthropy contribution going towards our Aloha chapter to support
our local professional development, including conference scholarships.
Congratulations to Genny Kelley from the Pauahi Foundation who made a donation during last
month’s incentive period and was drawn as the winner of free registration to our 2022 AFP Aloha
Chapter National Philanthropy Day Conference & Awards Luncheon on November 4, 2022 at the
Sheraton Waikiki!
View our 2021 Donor List…

Understanding Our Host Culture
By Malu Debus, Hawai'i Community Foundation and Aloha Chapter Board Member

Hauʻoli Makahiki Hou! Happy New Year!
As we begin this new year with all the opportunities it has to offer, I am reminded of how fortunate we
all are to live and thrive in Hawaiʻi. We are surrounded by beauty and abundance and spend our days
working alongside community members who, too, are deeply invested in protecting this incredible
place we call home. I share my gratitude to each of you for all the care we place in our home and the
daily dedication that guides our work. Pōmaikaʻi nā mea a pau. Everything is blessed. In celebration
of our fortunes, I share with you this Mele Hawaiʻi, Hawaiian song that reminds us of what is
important:
ʻEkolu Mea Nui by Robert Nawahine
ʻEkolu mea nui ma ka honua
ʻO ka manaʻoʻiʻo, ka manaʻolana
A me ke aloha ke aloha ka i ʻoi aʻe
Pōmaikaʻi nā mea a pau
Pōmaikaʻi nā mea a pau
There are three important things in the world
Faith, hope
And love, love is the best
And everything is blessed
And everything is blessed
Listen to Dennis Pavao sing this special mele here. For full translation of this mele, click here.

CFRE News
January 15 is the next application deadline : Let’s start 2022 off with
a major accomplishment—submitting your CFRE application! Submit it
by the January 15 deadline and you’ll be eligible to sit for the CFRE
exam in every 2022 test window. Woot, woot! Log Into Your
Application Now…
➢ Go to CFRE website...

AFP Job Listing and Policy
**Featured Jobs**

Development Manager - Hawaii Opera Theatre
Database Manager - Hawaii Pacific University
Director, Prospect Research - Hawaii Pacific University
Grant Writer - Hawaii Pacific University
Other Available Jobs:
Food Hub Development Manager - Hawai’i Good Food Alliance (HGFA)
Director of Advancement & Marketing - Pacific Gateway Center
Director of Advancement - SEEQS Public Charter School
Director, Advancement Services - Punahou School
Listing Requirement Effective November 1st
As of November 1, 2020 AFP Global requires that all job postings include a salary range. AFP
advises that the reasoning for the policy change is that by not including the salary range in a job
posting/description, it can allow the hiring organization to offer different salaries depending on who the
candidate is, thereby possibly reinforcing the gender and/or racial salary differences.

Connect With Us on Social Media:
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Member Spotlight
Malu Debus
Philanthropy Officer, Hawai‘i Island
Hawai‘i Community Foundation

We would like to start off the year by getting to know some of our new board members. In this
issue our profile features Malu Debus. We are fortunate to have Malu join the board this year
and help represent our colleagues on Hawaiʻi Island. We thank Malu for taking the time to
share a little about herself.
How long have you been at your current organization?
I have been with Hawaiʻi Community Foundation for just under four years.
What encouraged you to join AFP?
I have had an interest in joining AFP for a while, however Inger Tully reached out this year to
light that spark. I have her to thank.
How did 2021 go for your organization? What are the plans for 2022?
2021 saw a multitude of changes across our organization. Our Hawaiʻi Island team created the
Puna Strong grantmaking program in partnership with Hawaiʻi County, which followed a Trustbased Philathropy model. This work led the foundation to continue investing in this type of
grantmaking through our 2021 CHANGE grants. Trust-based Philanthropy is built to ease
pressure placed on nonprofits to seek funding for their work and really offered us an
opportunity to learn more about what is happening in our community through virtual
interviews. The framework we set in place through the pandemic has forged partnerships with
government and built networks across our community that help us to better leverage funding
sources for greater impact. In 2022, we plan to continue this great work – mostly completely
virtually. Our main office is under renovation at this time, which is timely, as our teams have
become accustomed to the shift to a virtual platform in response to the pandemic.
Can you share how you’ve adapted professionally and/or personally over the last few years
during the pandemic?
The last few years have been a professional blessing. My work with the foundation deeply feeds
my love for the community and I have received incredible support to pursue this work through
my professional development. Our team is built of passionate individuals who willingly share
their knowledge and expertise in the many fields that intersect to create change and I continue
to soak up every opportunity afforded to me to learn from them. The foundation not only

encourages pursuit of educational career-building opportunities available externally, but also
creates and offers these experiences in-house for our community. Even better – most of these
opportunities are available virtually, so there are few barriers to soaking in some professional
development over the lunch hour and throughout the day.
Can you share a little about your family?
I have an exceptional wife and 12 year old daughter, two cats, and three dogs. We all speak
Hawaiian fluently – even the pups.
Do you volunteer for other organizations/groups?
I currently sit on the UH Hilo Performing Arts Center advisory committee and volunteer
monthly for various organizations—now including AFP! Besides the official volunteering, my
family is very passionate about the outdoors and spend time every other week picking up trash
along our beaches and throughout the community.
What is your favorite pastime/hobby?
I love hiking and camping! During the pandemic I made it a personal goal to go camping at least
twice a month and I have been successful with this goal. Our longest run this year was 9
weekends in a row and this past weekend we went camping with my mom and step-dad. It was
20 years since we last camped together!
Do you have a fun fact about yourself you’d like to share?
I have performed on stage my whole life. My last role was Eva Peron in Evita at the University of
Hawaiʻi at Hilo. It was a feat to sing 29 songs, but it was a personal accomplishment that I am
quite proud of.
If you could have any superhero power, what power would it be and why?
I would love to teleport through time and space. I haven’t experienced anything close to what I
want to during this lifetime.
Do you have a favorite saying you’d like to share?
My favorite saying is Mahalo. It’s not attributed to anyone, but it alone says so much.

Do you want to volunteer for a future AFP Aloha Chapter member profile? We’d love to share
your story in an upcoming e-newsletter! If you are interested, please email Susan Oshiro,
Chapter Admin at admin@afphawaii.org.

