
2018 National Philanthropy Day Session Synopsis 

Opening Session: Prospect Research as a Cause 
Presenter: Armando Zumaya 

Great Prospect Research, effectively acted upon is great fundraising. And great fundraising can lead to 
great gifts for your program. Whether you’re running a homeless shelter, researching a cure for 
Alzheimer’s or raising student scholarships new levels of fundraising can transform the power and 
effectiveness of your organization. How do we demystify Prospect Research? This motivational talk will 
help you challenge the accepted norm and raise new gifts. 

Workshops: 

❖ Cold Calling 
Presenter: Armando Zumaya 

What do you do when you have a great prospect that nobody knows? This happens all too often to 

development officers of all levels. For many staff who are growing a major gifts program this is often the 

majority of their portfolio of major gifts prospects. This training will help you get focused, learn 

techniques, tips and methods to reach cold donors and get that first meeting. 

❖ Dynamic Major Gifts Events 
Presenter: Armando Zumaya 

So many small events are wasted opportunities to energize new prospects with the mission of your 

institution/organization. This training will teach you to create small dinners that will directly help you 

prospect and fill your pipeline with major gifts prospect. Guided by your prospect research management 

these small events will help you to get your best prospects in the room, qualify those prospects and 

gather information on them. Through these dinners you will be able to qualify and start new 

relationships with dozens of people at a time. They are often very inexpensive to run and will help you 

raise more money in a tough economy. These dinners stand out in that the attendees are highly 

screened and invited in a way that fills the room with the best prospects available. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Meeting/Time Management 

In the modern workplace meetings fill our calendars. Effective meetings provide the crucial connection 

between people, ideas and information. However, most meetings fail to make this connection; 

ineffective meetings not only waste money, but leave team members feeling drained and frustrated. In 

this hands-on workshop, participants will learn how to lead successful meetings through practical and 

relevant meeting facilitation techniques.  

Matt Crow- Persimmon Group 

Matt Crow is a consultant at the Persimmon Group, a multi-disciplinary management consulting and 

learning organization. As a consultant at Persimmon, Matt works with clients improve raise performance 

of their organizations through project management, process improvement and organizational 

effectiveness. He also has experience in instructional design, content development and training 

facilitation. Matt earned his B.A. from the University of Tulsa. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



2018 National Philanthropy Day Session Synopsis 

 

 

❖ The P.I.E. Method: Double Donations at Your Next Fundraising Event! 

Rick has developed a strategic method, called the “P.I.E. Method,” that simplifies and maximizes the 

fundraising efforts at an event. 

Rick Miller- Fund Your Org Owner, Fundraising Consultant and Benefit Auctioneer   

Fund Your Org, Founded by Rick Miller, partners with non-profit organizations on fundraising strategies, 

while developing new opportunities and growth within their communities. The Fund Your Org team 

consults over 75 non-profit organizations with their fundraising efforts and events annually and has 

conducted hundreds of benefit auctions in the past twelve years.  

Great Prospect Research, effectively acted upon is great fundraising. And great fundraising can lead to 

great gifts for your program. Whether you’re running a homeless shelter, researching a cure for 

Alzheimer’s or raising student scholarships new levels of fundraising can transform the power and 

effectiveness of your organization. How do we demystify Prospect Research? This motivational talk will 

help you challenge the accepted norm and raise new gifts. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Effective Latinx Engagement in Nonprofits: 

Through the lens of the stories we tell ourselves and the story we tell others, we will discuss 

opportunities and challenges as nonprofit organizations seek to tap into the Latinx Community in Tulsa. 

Participants will gain practical tips for diversifying board makeup and philanthropic outreach by 

examining how Leadership Tulsa has navigated the changing demographics of our city and lessons 

learned along the way. 

Wendy Thomas- Executive Director, Leadership Tulsa 

Wendy Thomas grew up in Bartlesville, Oklahoma and is a graduate of the University of Tulsa. She 

received her Master’s Degree in Art’s Administration from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Wendy 

joined Leadership Tulsa in January 2002 and was formerly the Executive Director of the Arts & 

Humanities Council of Tulsa. She is a frequent consultant to area non-profits for board development and 

strategic planning. 

Marcia Bruno-Todd, Program Director, Leadership Tulsa 

Marcia Bruno- Todd is a graduate of Oklahoma State University. She received her Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration from Arkansas State University. Marcia joined Leadership Tulsa as Program 

Director in January 2018 and was formerly the Education Coordinator of the Tulsa Campaign to Prevent 

Teen Pregnancy. 

Her experience spans across K-12 and the university setting including Tulsa Public Schools, Teach for 

America and Oklahoma State University. She serves as a board member for the YWCA and Teach for 

America Greater Tulsa Alumni Advisory Board. Marcia has dedicated her career to educational equity as 

a means to achieving social justice for communities. 
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❖ Veteran Fundraiser Panelists: 

Charlene Fabian- Director of Development, Ronald McDonald House Charities 

Charlene is a veteran fundraiser who began her professional career in 1988. Prior to joining the 

workforce, Charlene was an experienced, full-time community volunteer. 

Having distinguished herself as an effective fundraiser and planned giving advocate, Charlene became 

the Director of Development for Ronald McDonald House Charities in 2018. The previous 5 ½ years, she 

served Oklahoma Methodist Manor as Vice President of Development. In that capacity she increased 

annual giving; led a successful $8.5 million capital campaign that exceeded the goal by over $1.6 million 

and instituted planned giving and bequest programs.  

Debbie Starnes- Development Director, Indian Health Care Resource Center 

Debbie Starnes has been serving the Tulsa nonprofit community for more than three decades.  Her love 

for people and her desire to make the world a better place is the driving force behind her fundraising 

skills and abilities.  Debbie specializes in the establishment of development programs, grant writing and 

major/annual gifts. She has worked for community nonprofits, a major state university, a National 

organization, and an International Society Foundation.  Debbie has served on numerous Boards and 

Commissions in the Tulsa community and assisted a wide variety of Oklahoma communities as co-owner 

of her own consulting firm. During the six years Debbie spent as a consultant, she was an active 

educator in the fundraising community training Boards, volunteers, and development professionals. Five 

years ago, she moved from her home in Tulsa, Oklahoma to Arkansas.  In 2014 she returned to Tulsa to 

serve as the Development Director for Indian Health Care Resource Center.  

Jane Dunbar- Senior Development Director, Tulsa Botanic Garden  

Jane Dunbar is Senior Director of Development at Tulsa Botanic Garden. She has been a professional 

fundraiser for over ten years and has been involved in the fundraising world one way or another for 

almost 26 years. She obtained her Certified Fund-Raising Professional certification in June of 2015. 

Building relationships with those that have a mutual passion is Jane’s favorite part of Development.  

Jane lives in Owasso with her husband, Bob and their daughter, Preston, who is a junior at Owasso High 

School. Her oldest daughter, Cosby, attends UCO. The Dunbar family is complete with three dogs and a 

cat. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Board Member Panelists: 

Ryan McDaniel- Senior Vice President, Blue Sky Bank 

Ryan is currently serving on the board of the American Red Cross, Kitchen 66, Tulsa Ballet, Youth 

Services of Tulsa and Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Oklahoma. He formerly served as Co-Chair for the 

NAIOP Tulsa Chapters of Developing Leaders, was a member of TYPro’s Leadership Team, and was a 

Team Leader for The Mine’s Kitchen Incubator Team. 
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Jennifer Jacobs-Vice Chair, Riverfield Country Day School Board of Trustees 

Jennifer Jacobs is a Realtor and Managing Broker for Skyline Realty, LLC. She completed a Master’s 

Human Relations (MHR) degree from the University of Oklahoma.  

Jennifer’s daughter Jenelle was the recipient of the Spirit of Philanthropy for Youth in Philanthropy at 

the AFP National Philanthropy Day. Jennifer has served on the RFA Board for 10 years, and is currently 

the Vice Chair of the RCDS Board of Trustees, which she has been a member of for 7 years. For three 

years, she served as Co-Treasurer for her Homeowners’ Association. Jennifer was actively involved with 

the Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) of Tulsa for almost 10 years. In 2014, her McDazzle Co-

Chair position contributed to a record-breaking year in raising over half a million dollars. She served as 

member of the Tulsa RMHC Board from 2014-2017. She served on the Girl Scouts of Eastern Oklahoma 

Juliet Low Leadership Society Luncheon Committee in 2018 where they 13 girls’ sponsorships. Jennifer is 

excited to on the Rustic Cuff Project Cuffway 2019 Committee benefiting the National Pancreas 

Foundation. 

 

 


