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Tom Johnson served as chief executive officer of two of America’s most respected news 
organizations, Los Angeles Times and CNN. He was a reporter on The Macon (Ga.) Telegraph, 
a White House Fellow, Assistant to President Lyndon B. Johnson, executive vice president of 
Texas Broadcasting Company, and chief executive officer of The Dallas Times Herald, Los 
Angeles Times and CNN. 
 
He received his journalism degree from The University of Georgia and his MBA from Harvard 
Business School. 
 
In 1990, Ted Turner recruited Johnson as President of CNN. He began work on August 1, 1990, 
the day before Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait. CNN’s live, exclusive coverage of the 199l war 
with Iraq propelled the all-news channel into millions of homes worldwide and earned CNN 
virtually every award in broadcast and cable journalism. In 2001, at age 60, Johnson retired 
from CNN. 
 
He serves now as Chairman Emeritus of the Board of the Lyndon B. Johnson Foundation, 
a member of the board of visitors of M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, a member of the 
Advisory Boards of Points of Light Foundation and the J. Rex Fuqua Adolescent Mental Health 
Center, a division of Skyland Trail. He is a member of The Alfalfa Club, the Bohemian Club, the 
Atlanta Press Club, the Commerce Club of Atlanta and the Headliners Club of Austin, Texas.  
Johnson and his wife Edwina have a son, Wyatt Johnson of Santa Cruz, California, and a 
daughter, Mrs. William (Christa) Shaffer of San Diego and two granddaughters, Brynn Edwina 
Shaffer, 22, and Julene Lauren Shaffer, 20. 
 


