
Kate Atwood was 12 years old when her mother passed 

away after a long and courageous battle with breast 

cancer. A decade later, she founded Kate’s Club, a 

nationally acclaimed not-for-profit organization that 

provides support to children and teens facing life after 

the death of a parent or sibling. 

Recognizing first-hand the importance of support after 

such a life-changing event, Kate’s vision was to build a 

place for grieving children to have fun, develop friendships, and learn to cope with their loss. 

What started in the summer of 2003 at a bowling alley with just six kids is today an organization 

that has served thousands of children and their families through year-round social and 

emotional support programs throughout Georgia. Her first book, entitled “A Healing Place: Help 

Your Child Find Hope and Happiness after the Loss of a Loved One”, released by Penguin Books, 

brings Ms. Atwood’s philosophies and real-life experience around grief to every household 

seeking to heal in the presence of grief. Kate chaired the first capital campaign for Kate’s Club 

and helped to raise over $1,000,000 for a new Clubhouse. 

Following a successful founder transition in 2010, Ms. Atwood went on to serve as the 

Executive Director of the Arby’s Foundation. While at the helm of the Arby’s Foundation, Kate 

refocused its efforts on a new strategic mission that more closely aligned with the Arby’s brand 

and helped the organization contribute more than $18 million to ending childhood hunger in 

the United States. 

 

Since 2015, Kate Atwood has been executive director of ChooseATL, an initiative of the Metro 

Atlanta Chamber of Commerce that focuses on attracting and retaining the next generation of 

top talent. In short, ChooseATL shines a national spotlight on metro Atlanta’s unique careers, 

culture, and community through a strategic approach that makes millennials say “hashtag 

goals” when they think about ATL. 

 


