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Marie Dispenza works on behalf of the UMKC Foundation as its Director of Major Gifts for the UMKC School of 
Law. Marie’s professional and personal activities exemplify her commitment to the nonprofit community. Marie 
led the charitable foundation of the Kansas City Royals, Royals Charities, as its director from 2013 through 2018. 
She has worked infundraising, marketing, and development roles at Wayside Waifs, Rose Brooks Center, and 
most recently, at KC Pet Project as its chief development officer. Marie is an alumna of the Greater Kansas City 
Chamber of Commerce’s Centurions Leadership Program and has been personally active within the Kansas City 
animal welfare community since adopting an energetic terrier in 2009. Marie has also served Legal Aid of 
Western Missouri, where she previously worked as a staff attorney. 

 

As a volunteer, Marie acts as the vice president of the Kansas Union Friends Organization Advisory Council at the 
University of Kansas and serves as the fundraising lead for the Kansas City, Missouri, Moms Demand Action 
chapter working to advocate for common sense gun laws in Missouri and beyond. She also leads the inclusion, 
diversity, equity, and access (IDEA) initiatives of AFPKC and is a member of its board of directors.  Marie recently 
was appointed as a member of the Ethics Committee for USA Skateboarding (USAS) which is the United States 
and Paralympics Committee (USOPC) recognized National Governing Body for skateboarding in the United 
States. 

 

Marie earned a B.S. degree in journalism with an emphasis in sales and marketing at the University of Kansas. A 
member of the Missouri Bar, she graduated from the UMKC School of Law where she was the president of the 
Sports and Entertainment Law Society. She resides in Kansas City, Missouri, with Buddy and their two adopted 
terriers, Tobin and Lincoln. 
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