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Recipient Bio – Tami Shimp 
 
A quiet leader often behind the scenes to ensure that 
everything is in place, Tami Shimp has consistently grown 
professionally and grown the development program at Berks 
Nature since assuming her position.  Having received an 

Environmental Resource Management BS degree from Penn State University, Tami joined Berks 
Nature, formerly Berks County Conservancy, in 1997 as Environmental Projects Manager and 
applied her background to conservation projects.  Because of her ability to relate well to 
individuals and her interest in raising money for the organization, she become Director of 
Development and promoted in 2008 to Vice President for Development & Community 
Relations.  In this capacity she is responsible for managing and executing all fundraising activity 
which include annual giving, membership, major gifts, corporation and foundation relations, 
and planned giving.  With her educational background, she is also called to participate in 
education activities and community education activities. 
 
The most recent and notable accomplishment relates to Berks Nature’s “Spread the Seeds of 
Conservation” capital campaign in which Berks Nature raised $4 million for improvements to 
Angelica Park and to build The Nature Place.  A consummate team player, Tami worked to 
manage the campaign, communicate and manage the campaign cabinet, work with the 
consultant, schedule the CEO time and asks, write proposals, organize events, oversee 
communications, and collaborate on gift strategy all culminating in a successful campaign that 
surpassed the original goal of $2.5 million.  With her normal course of responsibilities, she sets 
and achieves goals in the area of membership, annual fund, corporation and foundation gifts 
and sponsorships, special events, major gifts, and planned giving.  On average, Berks Nature 
brings in $600,000 to $1,000,000 annually in restricted and unrestricted giving.   
 
Tami leads the volunteer efforts at Berks Nature ranging from internships to outside work 
crews.  Her commitment to volunteerism is wide spread as she currently sits on the board as 
Secretary of the AFP Berks Regional Chapter, member of the South Heidelberg Township 
planning commission, and parent volunteer at several schools in the Conrad Weiser School 
District.  
 
Approachable, knowledgeable, and well respected by staff, board, volunteers, and donors, Tami 
is committed to making sure everything is in place for the organization that she loves.  Berks 
Nature’s growth today is a testament to Tami’s commitment to do anything necessary to see 
the organization meets its strategic goals. 
 
Berks Nature is honored to nominate Tami Shimp as 2018 Outstanding Fundraising Professional 
 
 


