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The Reading Musical Foundation plays an integral role in the 
community ensuring that musicians have the support needed 
to create, develop, and perform.  For thousands of young 
people through financial assistance and organization grants, 

they have provided access and opportunity to explore varying forms of music over the past 80 
years.  During this span, the Reading Musical foundation has provided financial support for 
music presenters in Berks County, music scholarships by audition and in response to financial 
need, and extensive music outreach, including programs in most of Berks County’s public and 
parochial schools. 
 
This past year, the RMF awarded over 80 scholarships from elementary to high school students 
based on auditions and merit; college tuition awards; summer camp awards; private music 
study; and instrument upgrades.  Since its inception, the Scholarship Program has awarded over 
$1,000,000 in scholarship grants to future musicians. 
 
The Reading Music Foundation also provides funding support to more than 20 different 
organizations for special music and allied arts projects in Berks County.  For many youth who 
participate in programs at organizations, such as Olivet Boys and Girls Club and Bethany 
Children’s Program, the resources through RMF provide a first opportunity to explore their 
talents, learn new skills, and understand how music impacts all aspects of life.  The Outreach 
Committee at RMF, they also have impacted organizations such as Prospectus Berco and Tower 
Health by providing funding for music therapy sessions for individuals with disabilities and 
special needs. 
 
A unique program of the RMF is their music instrument loaning program.  Bethany Children’s 
Home along with other individuals and organizations has benefitted from this program by giving 
youth the opportunity to play an instrument not accessible to them before.  The value of an 
instrument is life changing for the youth at Bethany Children’s Home as academic performance 
is significantly enhanced through music education, appreciation, and performance.  Through 
music, the whole child can be developed. 
 
The diligent work of RMF has kept music programs vibrant in our local schools under the 
leadership of Keri Shultz. The Berks County community is fortunate to have the Reading Musical 
Foundation impact families and organizations for over 80 years by being the voice on the 
importance of music in the development of our youth. 
 
The Association of Fundraising Association of Berks County and Bethany’s Children Home are 
honored to nominate Reading Musical Foundation as the 2018 Outstanding Foundation. 


