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A pioneering female medical professional in the mid-1970s, 
Deborah Patt, V.M.D., strives to empower women at all ends of 
the human spectrum. From feeding hungry young women and 
helping their families build sustainable agriculture in faraway 

countries — to providing scientific experiences and scholarships for young women pursuing 
higher education in her own back yard, Deborah is quietly making an indelible impact on 
society. 
 
Deborah’s legacy began when her parents, Virginia and John met at Albright College. 
Graduating in 1947, the two married and established a family veterinary practice. Deborah 
joined the practice in 1978, and assumed ownership of Patt Veterinary Hospital in 1990, leading 
it until her retirement in 2016.  
 
Throughout her career and retirement, Deborah’s hope that future generations of women will 
experience and share her passion for science has been clear. She has established funds to help 
Boyertown-area middle and high school girls experience science through summer camps and 
internships, and provides college scholarships to young women who intend to pursue careers in 
veterinary science or health professions. 
 
Similarly, Deborah established the Patt Family ACRE Endowed Fund at Albright, supporting 
women who are conducting scientific research through the Albright Creative Research 
Experience (ACRE) program. Each year, Deborah takes the time to attend presentations, 
meeting the student-researchers in person. 
 
Wishing to further inspire students to pursue careers in the life sciences, Deborah has 
established the Dr. Deborah S. Patt Albright College Scholarship, awarded to a female or male 
Boyertown graduate who wishes to pursue a major in the health sciences field at Albright 
College.   
 
Through organizations such as Compassion and Heifer International, Deborah also helps women 
in third world countries to rise above their circumstances. One woman, whom Deborah has 
sponsored since she was 5 years old, is now 17 and entering university. She stands as a 
testament to Deborah’s legacy and drive to help women around the world pursue their dreams.  
 
Albirght College is honored to nominate Deborah Patt, V.M.D. as 2018 Outstanding 
Philanthropist 


