
The A – Z of 
Becoming a CFRE
Ashley Gatewood, MA, PCM
Communications & Marketing Director



Only globally-recognized, accredited certification for 
fundraising professionals

Since 1981

Grounded in best-practice, ethical fundraising

What is the Certified Fund 
Raising Executive 
Credential?



89% - Provided enhanced professional opportunities

92% - Increased on-the-job confidence 

93% - Would recommend it to a colleague

Benefits



Source: 2022 AFP Compensation & Benefits Report

CFRE-certified 
fundraising 

professionals earn 

than non-certified 
colleagues

5 – 16% more



Steps
1. Complete Online 

Application
2. Pass CFRE Exam



About the Application
Most Items Expire 

After 5 Years
Application Itself 

Won’t Expire
Log In & Out as Much 

as You Like



Start Your Application, for Free!



80 Points
Education



Fundraising Education
1 Point

Per Hour in a 
Session

2 Points
Per Hour Presenting 

Existing Material

3 points
Per Hour Presenting 

New Material



Academic Degrees
10 Points
Bachelor’s
Master’s

Ph.D.
JD

5 Points
Associate’s

Any Year, Any Major
Degree Not Required



Up to 10 points

Relevant Non-fundraising 
Education

Service Learning
Up to 10 points

1 point per year per org as a volunteer

2 points per year per org as committee or board 
member



What Education Qualifies?

Webinars

Lunch & learns

Conferences

Audio/video recordings of conferences

Workshops

Master classes

Panel discussions

Roundtables

Academic  courses

Authoring

Certificate courses



Conference Entry

Enter Name of Conference

Enter “Various”  
Don’t list every presenter



36 Points
Professional 

Practice



Professional Practice
36 Months
In Last 5 Years

1 Month =
1 Point

Full-time =
At Least 50%
Fundraising



55 Points
Professional 
Performance



Events report gross
Fundraising is a team sport

Can earn points via Communications & 
Management projects

Professional 
Performance

55 points in last 5 years
1 point = US$25,000



Initial Certification Cost
US$700 AFP members
US$875 Regular rate



Application Fee Includes

Application Review

All Testing Fees

Digital Badge

Printing and Mailing Your Certificate

No charge to re-submit



Annual Test Windows

January 15 – March 15
Deadline: January 15

April 15 – June 15
Deadline: April 15

July 15 – September 15
Deadline: July 15

October 1 – November 30
Deadline: October 1



Exam Scoring
Score Range

200 - 800
Passing Score

500
No Curve



Six Knowledge Domains
Topic Number Percentage of Exam

Current and Prospective Donor 

Research

26 Items 15%

Securing the Gift 39 Items 22%

Relationship Building 51 Items 29%

Volunteer Involvement 10 Items 6%

Leadership and Management 31 Items 18%

Ethics, Accountability, and 

Professionalism

18 Items 10%





Resource Reading List



CFRE Exam: 
200 Questions

Multiple 
Choice

Best 
Answer

4 Options per 
Question

Best 
Practice



How It Works

4 Hours

Ties back to Test Content Outline

Backwards & forwards

Score range 200 – 800

Passing score 500

Scoring info on CFRE website



Example Study Schedule
2 Hours Per Day, 4 Days Per Week

Week 1: Glossary + Current and Prospective Donor 
Research

Week 2: Securing the Gift

Week 3: Relationship Building

Week 4: Volunteer Involvement

Week 5: Leadership & Management

Week 6: Ethics, Accountability & Professionalism

Week 7: Re-review Weakest Knowledge Domain

Week 8: Review Glossary + Notes Final Time



Practice Question #1
When a donor wishes to make a planned gift/bequest 
to the endowment fund, the fundraising officer should 
FIRST: 

1. Offer to contact the donor’s financial organization 
and advisor.

2. Explore what the donor wishes to accomplish with 
the gift.

3. Identify and share with the donor the 
organization’s future needs

4. Introduce the donor to various planned giving 
options.



Practice Question #2
Foundation prospects for an organization are best 
identified by the geographic scope of the foundation, 
its granting criteria, and the foundation’s:

1. Board.

2. Capacity for grants.

3. Most recent award. 

4. Previous giving history.



CFRE Exam Study Plan Template 



Study Tools
CFRE Practice Exam
$59.95 – 30-day subscription
$99.95 – 90-day subscription

CFRE Exam Compass Study Guide
Practice questions
Inventory knowledge
$49.99



Two Exam Options
Your home or office

or
In-person at a 

Pearson VUE test center



www.pearsonvue.com/cfre



Optional 10-Minute Break

Questions 1 - 100 1010-min 

break
Questions 101 - 200



1 Business Day 
Confirmation Email

48 Hours
Score Emailed

1 Week 
Digital Badge

End of Test Window
Certificate Mailed

When You 
Finish



30-Day Wait Period

$375 Retake Fee

Maximum 3 Attempts 
On One Application

Study Thoroughly

Retaking
the Exam



Recertification
Every 3 years
No exam
$408 – AFP member rate
$510 - Regular rate
Online application

30 Points Professional Practice
40 Points Professional Performance
45 Points Education



Connect With a CFRE Ambassador
No cost

Advice directly from the source

Share@cfre.org
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