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monday, november 15, 2021

MANITOBA
PHILANTHROPY

AWARDS

A National Philanthropy Day  
celebration recognizing  

outstanding charitable work  
throughout the province



2021 AWARD RECIPIENTS
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Happy National Philanthropy Day! 
In our second year of a global pandemic, this celebratory event 
for the incredible altruism that is happening in our province is as 
necessary and as hopeful as ever, if not more so!

Welcome to the Manitoba Philanthropy Awards Luncheon where we will honour 
extraordinary philanthropists, corporations, foundations, fundraisers, volunteers, 
and others who make an impact in our community and in each of our lives.

Throughout the month of November, the Association of Fundraising Professionals 
are highlighting honourees from National Philanthropy Day through chapter 
events around the world. A pandemic may have changed the way we work, play, 
and engage within our communities but I believe it has also increased our care 
and concern for others as we pour even more of our love into those who need a 
helping hand up.

Thank you to our generous sponsors, our hardworking volunteers, staff , 
and event partners. The support and dedication from everyone involved in 
this event never fails to be extraordinary. As we move through another year 
of uncertainty together, one thing we know we can all count on. 
Each other.

Thank you for joining us in recognizing outstanding philanthropic Manitobans 
of 2021! 

Nicole Hrehirchuk
President, AFP Manitoba
NicoleH@afpmanitoba.org
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Order of Events
Welcome: Melissa Ridgen

Blessing: Elder Norman Meade

Greetings: Honourable Janice C. Filmon 
AFP Manitoba President Nicole Hrehirchuk

Award Presentations
Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy 

Divya Sharma
Sponsored by: The Winnipeg Foundation 

Outstanding Philanthropic Group

St. Boniface - St. Vital Kiwanis

Emerging Leader in Philanthropy

Michelle Gazze

Outstanding Philanthropist

Larry McIntosh
Sponsored by: James Richardson & Sons Ltd. 

Outstanding Corporation

Bison Transport

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser

Garth Manness



2021 AWARD RECIPIENTS

4

Divya Sharma is an incredible, positive youth leader with a strong passion and 
drive to create a positive change. Over the years Divya had collaborated with 
organizations such as Youth In Philanthropy, Student Council, Rising Youth  
and many others to work with budgets ranging from $5,000 to $10,000.  
Under Divya’s leadership as a youth rep for YiP, her and her peers were able to 
make grant recommendations of $7,500 to local charities. This process included 
selecting and interviewing organizations and later coming together to distribute 
the budget in an equitable manner.

Additionally, along with Indigenous Elder Allison, Vice Principals, Teachers, 
Educational Assistants and Students, Divya aims to raise $10,000 to establish 
the Tree of Hope at Fort Richmond Collegiate. The Tree of Hope project has 
various elements to it as it showcases true collaboration between the Indigenous 
culture, youth, the environment, education and embracing the new normal as 
we celebrate the hopeful and optimistic heroes in our community. The plan is to 
plant a tree and a medicine garden that serve as a symbol of hope, around which 
an Indigenous Ceremony will be carried out each year to honour the resilience of 
the constituents of the Fort Richmond area.

Divya, is an unstoppable force for good in Manitoba, that is why she has been 
selected Manitoba’s Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy during the year 2021.

NOMINATED BY:

Fort Richmond Collegiate -  
Youth in Philanthropy

“ Because youth are 
not only the next 
generation, but 
are the change we 
aspire to see. ”
Divya Sharma,                                                                             
Manitoba Philanthropy 
Award recipient for 
Outstanding Youth in 
Philanthropy

#FindyourBeCause  |  204.944.9474

FindyourBeCause.org 

Join together with other caring Winnipeggers.                                                                 
Give to your favourite Cause through The Foundation                                                          
and make Winnipeg better by helping local charities. 

Congratulations Divya!

The Winnipeg Foundation is proud to support National 
Philanthropy Day and sponsor the Manitoba Philanthropy 

Award for Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy.

SPONSORED BY: 

Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy 

Divya Sharma
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“Because youth are 
not only the next 
generation, but 
are the change we 
aspire to see. ”
Divya Sharma,                                                                             
Manitoba Philanthropy 
Award recipient for 
Outstanding Youth in 
Philanthropy

#FindyourBeCause  |  204.944.9474
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and make Winnipeg better by helping local charities. 
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Join together with other caring Winnipeggers.                                                                 
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not only the next 
generation, but 
are the change we 
aspire to see. ”

youth are 
not only the next 
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The Winnipeg Foundation is proud to support National 
Philanthropy Day and sponsor the Manitoba Philanthropy 

Award for Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy.
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St. Boniface-St. Vital Kiwanis have supported St. Amant for over 50 years. 
Their dedication and generosity has raised and donated over $1.1 million for 
St. Amant by focusing on their mandate to give back to their local community 
and particularly, to support children and young adults. 

In the early days, club founders, Ed Guertin and Marcel Thompson, witnessed the 
good works of the Grey Nuns of Manitoba at St. Amant and chose to assist them 
as fundraisers. They witnessed the physically diffi  cult work of transferring people 
in and out of wheelchairs and recognized that alleviating this diffi  cult task was an 
unmet need they could help support. Since one person may need transferring to 
and from their wheelchair up to 20 times a day, the Kiwanis wanted to make this 
arduous process more respectful and effi  cient, and to help protect staff  from 
fatigue and injury, which was all-too-common. 

This was the beginning of what has become a fi ve-decade-long relationship. 
It began with wheelchair lifts and, after more than two generations of continuous 
generosity and commitment, is still evolving to make life exponentially better 
for countless people who are supported by St. Amant. Year after year, this small 
group of men, currently nine active members, intentionally multiplies their 
eff orts – and those of their fundraising partners — to make big things happen. 
To fi nd a community partner so dedicated and eff ective is a rare gift that allows 
us to improve the quality of life for children and adults with developmental 
disabilities, autism and acquired brain injury in Manitoba, together. 

NOMINATED BY:

St. Amant Foundation

Outstanding Philanthropic Group

St. Boniface - 
St. Vital Kiwanis
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Emerging Leader in Philanthropy

Michelle Gazze

Michelle has made a significant difference while being a source of strength in 
the newcomer community and is able to harness the time, talent and capacity of 
others to raise money, food and resources for IRCOM’s after-school program and 
community resource program. By raising awareness as a community champion for 
Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba’s (IRCOM), she has 
helped support the growth and expansion of these programs through corporate 
partnerships and community resources. 

Showing leadership, she has inspired others with her passion for personal 
growth, development and life-long learning. She prioritizes building a strong 
rapport with community members to foster learning and understanding between 
community groups. Her expertise and insights are highly sought out to provide 
representation and guidance towards community discussions and town halls 
hosted by the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, City of Winnipeg and Asper 
School of Business – Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Task Force. 

What makes Michelle so unique is her belief that even with the smallest changes, 
big things are possible. She empowers those around her and leads from a mindset 
that generosity can take many forms; whether it be time, money, empathy or a 
shout out on social media – everyone is capable of making an impact. 

NOMINATED BY:

Sabena von Asten
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Prior to his retirement earlier this year as CEO, Larry was a driving force at  
Peak of the Market encouraging a culture of philanthropy and community.  
This was demonstrated in many ways, through the Farm to School partnership 
with Manitoba schools, by sponsoring and hosting fundraising events for  
different charities, by donating food to schools, daycares and other non-profit 
groups for fundraising and community activities every month. For over 75 
years, Peak of the Market has demonstrated a commitment to their customers, 
products and community.

Larry McIntosh has been an active volunteer in the community, participating on 
many different committees and boards. He was a board member for Harvest from 
1995 - 2010 and currently works as a Director on the Canadian Red Cross, a Past 
Chair of the Canadian Produce Marketing Association and was recently appointed 
to the Canadian Food Policy Advisory Council, positions he intends to continue 
into his retirement. 

During his tenure with Peak of the Market, Larry was recognized as a champion 
of numerous charitable causes. Examples of some of the recognition Larry has 
received are the Canadian Red Cross Humanitarian of the Year Award in 2015,  
The Gold Heart Humanitarian of the Year Award from Variety, the Children’s 
Charity of Manitoba in 2013, The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in  
2012 and the Golden Carrot Award for Community Food Champion in 2008 by 
Food Matters Manitoba. 

NOMINATED BY: 

Harvest Manitoba

Outstanding Philanthropist

Larry McIntosh

SPONSORED BY: 

We are pleased to be part of today’s  

celebration in honour of your  

commitment to our community.  

Thank you for making a difference.    

“Do what you can,  

with what you have, where you are.”

  Theodore roosevelT

CONGRATULATIONS 
to this year’s Manitoba 

Philanthropy Award Recipients
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Outstanding Corporation

Bison Transport

The impact Bison Transport has made in its philanthropic and charitable support is 
boundless with an inspiring dedication to community leadership in all levels of the 
corporation. Through the Bison Cares program, Bison Transport has developed 
a robust employee giving and engagement program through philanthropic 
activities like the United Way Truck Pull and CancerCare Manitoba Foundation’s 
Challenge for Life, raising record-breaking amounts annually through employee 
engagement initiatives that also support the development of volunteerism. 
Bison Transport has created a culture of giving & philanthropy from the top 
down, beginning with its founder, Duncan Jessiman, Bison Transport’s Executive 
Chairman, Don Streueber, and by extension, the Jessiman Family Foundation.

In addition to supporting charitable initiatives, Bison Transport is a leader in using 
innovation and creativity to address the issue of human traffi  cking and Missing 
& Murdered Women, and is a major partner in the Truckers Against Traffi  cking 
project through leadership and fi nancial support.

Bison Transport’s local and national reach, dedication to empowering employees 
to engage in philanthropic activities, and commitment to innovation in addressing causes 
makes Bison Transport an ideal recipient for the Outstanding Corporation Award.

NOMINATED BY: 

DASCH Foundation
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Garth Manness has supported Siloam for the past 14 years. Garth Manness is 
being nominated for this award for his numerous outstanding leadership positions 
at Siloam Mission. He was the Chair of the MAKE ROOM Capital Campaign 
from fall 2016 until its completion in spring 2020; Chair of the Recovery Centre 
Capital Campaign from September until December 2020; and is currently  
serving as the Chair of Siloam Mission’s Board of Directors. On May 28,  
2020, Siloam Mission announced they successfully met and surpassed their  
$19 million fundraising goal for the MAKE ROOM Capital Campaign. The public/
private sector goal was $12 million and Garth led a team of 17 cabinet members 
to surpass this, raising $12.5 million. In addition, he led a team of Committee 
Members to meet and surpass the $3.2 million goal for the Recovery Centre 
Capital Campaign that began and ended last fall, during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Garth has spent over 40 years volunteering for organizations and causes close 
to his heart. He has served on local, provincial and national boards in both his 
professional life and as a volunteer for charitable and non-profit organizations 
including sports associations, churches, educational associations and social 
services. He has held positions for the purpose of fundraising, recruitment and  
as an advisor. 

He is respected by each of his volunteer teams for his focus, perseverance and 
dedication to the cause at hand. He epitomizes how an outstanding leader should 
be and it was an absolute pleasure to work with him in meeting and surpassing 
the goals for both Capital Campaigns. Garth embodies the characteristics of an 
exceptional leader. 

NOMINATED BY: 

Siloam Mission

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser

Garth Manness
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Philanthropy is “the love of humankind” and 
National Philanthropy Day (NPD) — November 15 — 
is the day that thousands of people around the world 

come together to put that word into action and recognize 
the change it has brought about in our communities.

In Manitoba, we celebrate NPD by honouring outstanding people who 
have engaged in philanthropy for their communities with the Manitoba 

Philanthropy Awards. Each award recognizes the hard work, dedication and 
passion that goes into creating change that makes Manitoba a better place.

Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers — we couldn’t possibly do 
this without you!

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairs

Kelly Johnston

Crystal Leochko 
Johnston

Josefi na Bilotta

Beth Chopey

Kirsten Davidson

Karen Fowler

Noreen Fehr

Nicole Hrehirchuk

Donna Korade

Andrew Kussy

Stephanie Lambert

Evan Maydaniuk

MANITOBA PHILANTHROPY 
AWARDS JUDGES 

Mr. Diljeet Brar, 
M.L.A. for Burrows

Tania Douglas

Tanjit K. Nagra

Jonathan Pirrie

SCHOLARSHIP & 
AWARDS COMMITTEE
Jackie Markstrom, CFRE 

Andrew Kussy, CFRE

Shona Connelly

Nikki Taylor

Shelly Smith-Hines
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With gratitude to our sponsors!

AWARD SPONSORS 
James Richardson & Sons Ltd 
The Winnipeg Foundation

PARTNER
United Way Winnipeg 
KCI Philanthropy 
Payworks 
Providence University College  
 & Theological Seminary 
Brook Global 
CAGP Manitoba

INVESTOR
Price Industries Ltd. 
University of Manitoba

The Manitoba Philanthropy Awards are generously supported by organizations 
and individuals committed to encouraging and celebrating philanthropy throughout 
the province. We are immensely grateful for the following partners this year:

CONTRIBUTOR 
Strategic Philanthropy 
Shelter Canadian Properties Limited 
Event Camp 
Planners Plus

PRINT MEDIA SPONSORS 
The Brandon Sun 
The Carillon 
The Winnipeg Free Press

IN-KIND SPONSOR 
Build Media Films 
Encore Audio Visual

SPECIAL THANKS
Alli Mae Events, Colette Boisvert, 
Melissa Ridgen & Aboriginal Peoples 
Television Network
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University of Manitoba
National Philanthropy Day Ad 2021
5.5 x 3.875"

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL

Manitoba Philanthropy  
Award honourees.
Thank you for your outstanding 
service to our community.

Gerry & Barb Price
are pleased to support the 

2021 Manitoba
Philanthropy Awards 
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to all those
outstanding people, organizations and service groups
making a difference throughout Manitoba.

Ad_ManitobaPhilanthorpy_v003.indd   1 2021-10-26   4:34 PM
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University of Manitoba
National Philanthropy Day Ad 2021
5.5 x 3.875"

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL

Manitoba Philanthropy  
Award honourees.
Thank you for your outstanding 
service to our community.

About AFP Manitoba
In Manitoba, professional fundraisers are represented by the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP) – the largest fundraising professional organization 
in the world!

Our association brings together individuals and organizations that serve their 
communities in many ways, through a variety of sectors, representing a wide range 
of demographics, each driven by mission statements that tackle some of society’s 
most important issues.

PRESIDENT

Nicole Hrehirchuk
Rob Nash Project

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Karen Fowler, CFRE

St. Boniface Hospital Foundation

PAST PRESIDENT/NOMINATIONS

Sana Mahboob
Government of Canada

TREASURER

Glynis Corkal
Health Sciences Centre Foundation

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Andrew Kussy
The Dream Factory

COMMUNICATIONS

Evan Maydaniuk
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg

COMMUNICATIONS

Noreen Fehr
St. Amant Foundation

EVERY MEMBER CAMPAIGN

Donna Wilford
Assiniboine Park Conservancy

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

Janellyn Marcial
IDEA & ETHICS

Pat Robertson, CFRE
St. Boniface Hospital Foundation

MEMBERSHIP

Donna Korade
The Shevchenko Foundation

MENTORSHIP

Jayne Hammond
Manitoba Opera

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY 

Crystal Leochko Johnston
Eclipse Research Group

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY 

Kelly Johnston
Red River College Polytechnic

PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Lindsay Felstead
Palliative Manitoba

PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Kirsten Davidson, CFRE
The Winnipeg Foundation

SPONSORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP

Stephanie Lambert
Rossbrook House Foundation

We have several volunteer openings for board chair and committee members. 
Contact Sana Mahboob at SanaM@afpmanitoba.org to fi nd out more.

2020 - 2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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CONTACT US

AFP Manitoba
P.O. Box 644, Stn. Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 2K3 
info@afpmanitoba.org 

VISIT US

www.afpmanitoba.org 
www.mbphilanthropyawards.ca 

CONNECT WITH US

   @AFPManitoba

 www.linkedin.com/company/afpmanitoba


