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Refresh:
The Promise of Possibilities 

Happy New Year! 

As we kick off 2021 with new beginnings we continue to face uncertainty
and challenges, however I remain committed and honored to serve as your
AFP-CA President.  Our outstanding Board of Directors is also dedicated to
providing quality programming and community connections even if virtually
for now.  We are focused and ready to REFRESH: The Promise of
Possibilities and we remain grateful to be on this journey with each of you!  

We hope the Chapter meeting yesterday has you energized as we shared
our vision to create astrategic plan and roadmap for the future. We
welcome you to be a part of this process to share your vital voice and to
add value to our Chapter.  We hope you will find our newly developed and
launched website easy to navigate and beneficial as a central hub for
communication and collaboration. I’m excited about these new
developments as a start to refresh and renew and I hope you are too!
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The Chamberlain Scholarship application process is now open for all to apply for a scholarship to cover the registration fee to the AFP
ICON Conference to be held June 28-30, 2021 in Minneapolis, MN or virtually from any location.  The deadline to apply for the scholarship
is January 25, 2021. This is a great opportunity to attend the conference to gain valuable insight on the new advancements in fundraising,
but also to connect with peers in the fundraising field from across the country and the world. 

I want to share much gratitude to Martie McEnerney and Krystal Floyd for completing the required annual AFP Global Accord process for
our Chapter to remain in compliance- thank you both for your dedication and time to this process! 

We hope you will join us for our February 11th meeting on a relevant topic: Virtual Events and Connecting in A Crisis- Lessons Learned.
2020 presented a challenge to how we connect with supporters and host events.  Virtual events are here to stay-join us to hear from a
panel of professionals on how they addressed the biggest struggles throughout this transition to the virtual world and learn essentials to
keep things fresh, innovative, functional, and exciting for the new year. 

I offer best wishes as you celebrate “a day on not a day off” to host or join in National Day of Service activities to commemorate the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.on January 18th.  As we remember Dr. King, I honor each of you and continue to be inspired as you
consistently find a way to make a meaningful difference through your actions, words, volunteerism, giving, commitment, and most
importantly your heart to meet the meets of your organizations, the community, and clients. 

 “Philanthropy is commendable, but it must not cause 
the philanthropist to overlook the circumstances of economic 

injustice which make philanthropy necessary.”
-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In Service and With Gratitude,

Chacolby Burns-Johnson, MPA
AFP-CA President

AFP-CA is committed to the principles of inclusion, diversity, equity and access (IDEA) in the fundraising profession, the philanthropic sector and
throughout all of society. AFP Global is involved in numerous projects and partnerships related to IDEA. Areas of focus will include Anti-Racism
Initiative, Women's Impact Initiative, and Emerging Leaders Initiative. 

Be on the lookout for additional opportunities to highlight and discuss IDEA in the upcoming year.  

If you would like to be involved with IDEA, please contact Chacolby at afpcapresisdent@gmail.com! Thank you!

MARCH 18 AT 1:00 EDT

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONT’D

Chacolby
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You hear it a lot: Don’t look back. Focus on the future and look ahead. There’s no use dwelling in the past.

I have a bias for action and looking to the future, but I do think there are some good reasons to look to the past. We can learn a lot about
ourselves and what we’ve been through when we look back. Sometimes, it’s good to remember the challenges and obstacles (and even the
pain) we have experienced.

As humans, we tend to learn more and grow as individuals by going through the tough times. We learn more from our losses than we do
from our victories. We also learn who our true friends are and what communities (personal and professional) are there for us. Once I realized
the impact of COVID-19, I made my #1 priority all year to reinforce for all our members that the AFP community is there for you in meaningful
and supportive ways: #OneAFP.

There’s no doubt that 2020 was tough and painful. We lost family, friends and colleagues, and saw many people—people that we know and
serve—suffer because of the pandemic. We have had to come to grips with the fact that, as a society, we have not fought hard enough for
our friends and colleagues of color. While it is a painful reckoning, it is nothing compared to how they have suffered and continue to suffer.

Those are key reasons that we need to look back—and keep looking back—because they are what will drive us to do better in the future. As a
result of the pandemic, we have developed entirely new ways of providing education and services, and we’ve focused on new ideas and
projects such as “AFP Supports,” our campaign on improving mental wellness and self-care in the profession.

The conversations we’re having about race, equity and social justice have led us to examine our own internal systems and policies. This work
has yielded an even more diverse representation than ever before in our board, staff and membership overall—50% of our incoming board
is represented by members of color, our incoming chair-elect is the first Black woman to hold that position, and 46% of our AFP Global staff
are people of color.

Looking back, I also see a lot of victories and accomplishments on behalf of our membership. We continued to provide you with the “gold
standard” resources and tools you needed to raise funds in this challenging year. Despite our in-person conference ICON being cancelled
three weeks before it was supposed to begin, we pivoted to an online event and were so successful that we ended up producing a white
paper about it to help guide other organizations in the same situation. We then saw a record number of participants at AFP LEAD, our
leadership conference, and our new online educational series, Deep Dives, was hugely successful.

We also launched our new Career Center and job board. Celebrated National Philanthropy Day with a global virtual event. Held our second
Ethics Awareness Month. Launched our new conference, AFP Summer Sessions. Created new partnerships with Salesforce.org,
GolfStatus.org and many others. Published Our Right to Heal, a series of powerful personal stories about the experiences of Black women
fundraisers in Canada, as well as new research on the impact of the pandemic on fundraising and fundraising confidence for the future.

And personally, I loved being able to see and talk with so many more of you through virtual meetings than I would have in a typical year. That
one change alone has dramatically altered the way I can and will be in better touch with chapters and members, and that’s something I’ll look
back on fondly when I think of 2020.

All of this – and so much more – we did to support you and the AFP community in managing your way through this (hopefully) once-in a-
lifetime pandemic.

Undoubtedly there was pain, but I hope you’re able to look back at 2020 with some happiness as well. Hopefully you learned to adapt and try
new things, and ultimately found optimism and confidence in a new way of working and living.

And I hope that you found AFP a worthy partner, resource and investment over the past 12 months. Like you, we’re learning all the time,
adjusting and evolving to be able to better serve you and your fundraising needs. I’m glad you’re part of the fundraising community, and I
look forward to serving you in 2021.

My next Monday Message is scheduled for the New Year. So in the meantime, good luck with your year-end fundraising, and have a very safe
and happy holiday season.

#OneAFP

MARCH 18 AT 1:00 EDT

MIKE’S MESSAGE: DON’T LOOK BACK
By Mike Geiger, MBA, CPA
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LAUREL
Congratulations

Keep a folder with all training programs attended, any
certificates awarded, and materials designed in case your
application is audited.

I recommend waiting to submit your application until you
are in a season that is not as busy. (Once you submit your
application you have a 2 month window to take the test.)

After you submit your application, purchase the practice test
online at CFRE.org.

The test format is multiple choice, and may times all four
options could be the answer, choose the BEST answer. 

When I sat for the exam, I went through all the questions
and either answered or flagged them for review. After that, I
took a break to clear my mind and then went back through
all the questions I flagged.

Once you receive your certification, do not slow down on
getting required recertification Continuing Education
credits... you DO NOT want to have to take the test again.

LAUREL’S TOP
TIPS & ADVICE 
AFP-CA's own Laurel Teel recently obtained her
CFRE and she's giving her tried and true tips
and advance in case you'd like to obtain yours.   
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AFP Webinar: Jump Start Your Volunteer Program and Improve

Your Fundraising

January 27, 2021 at 12:00 PM 

 EVENTS CALENDAR

Virtual Events and Connecting in a Crisis: Lessons Learned
February 11, 2021 at 11:30 AM

February 10, 2021 at 12:00 PM
Grant Writing Best Practices: From Research Through

Writing

AFP values you as a member, and we are consistently working to provide you with engaging, timely and educational content to assist you in
your role as a fundraising professional. To continue to provide relevant programming, AFP membership dues will increase $5 for the
professional and associate membership categories beginning in 2021.

We thank you for joining us in making a difference in fundraising—the IMPACT profession. All renewal materials sent to members now
reflect this increase, and members set to renew in January 2021 should have already received this information.

REMINDER: A NOTE TO OUR MEMBERS REGARDING AFP
MEMBERSHIP DUES

AFP ICON 2021—
REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN!

Registration for AFP ICON is now open.  The valuable and powerful fundraising conference is being offered virtually and in-person in
Minneapolis,MN.  The conference is held annually, draws thousands fundraisers from around the world and provides the ultimate educational
and networking opportunity through the many participatory workshops, leadership forums, round tables, plenary sessions and social events.
Early Bird registration ends February 28.  View here for details and pricing!

https://afpglobal.org/webinars/afp-webinar-jump-start-your-volunteer-program-and-improve-your-fundraising
http://gmail.com/
https://store.philanthropy.com/products/how-they-did-it-virtual-events-donors-love/?variant=32447333466161?cid=WEB20NOV19E2&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTmpkbU56TmpZMlU0T1RkbSIsInQiOiJsYU9MMHloTTlrNmFIYmlaXC9JczZ6c3RzeTJNdlNqeTNDeVp5RDFDUThuK3AzV0N0MEc4K2JmSHdROHhPdzUwNXNtWEFZdFlqSzFwRjhcL1wvcTBIcFFUNVVsRXM3dlVMaUlMTG5WTlphWmpyYUVpRHpKTTVVN3hQcHM4Kys5Y0kxaCJ9
https://afpicon.com/
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AFP Chamberlain Scholarship Program
honors Ralph E. Chamberlain, CFRE Ralph E.
Chamberlain, CFRE had a long and
distinguished career of service to the
Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP),
beginning in the 1960s when the organization
was formed as the National Society of Fund
Raisers (NSFR), through the late 1970s when
the name was changed to the National
Society of Fund Raising Executives (NSFRE),
and until his death in 1999. 

Mr. Chamberlain helped to form one of the
organization’s earliest chapters, today known
as the New YorkCity Chapter. He served as
the fourth chair of NSFR’s Board of Directors
from 1967-1969 and as chair of the NSFRE
Foundation from 1982-1985. 

Most of Mr. Chamberlain’s fundraising career
was spent with The Salvation Army, serving
many years as the director of development
and director of the National Information
Service. He was also founder and chairman of
the board of Precise Kit Promotions Inc., a
manufacturer of disaster aid kits for private
and government agencies. 

A deeply committed philanthropist and
volunteer, Mr. Chamberlain devoted much of
his time to education, health and arts
programs and causes. He served on the
board of Hartwick College (Oneonta, N.Y.),
Hassett Healthcare (Cooperstown, N.Y.),
Glimmerglass Opera (Cooperstown, N.Y.), the
Farmer’s Museum (Cooperstown, N.Y.), the
Bergen County, NJ 200 Club and the Do-er’s
Club of Bloomingdale, N.J. He frequently
helped those organizations with their
fundraising campaigns and other activities. A
music lover himself, Mr. Chamberlain played
the trombone with a professional orchestra in
Syracuse, N.Y. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s dedication to the
organization we now know as AFP never
faltered in his long volunteer career with the
Association. Because of his long-time support
of the Foundation’s annual fund and
generous planned gift, the AFP Board of
Directors renamed their Conference Scholar
Program in 2000 to honor Mr. Chamberlain’s
memory and commitment to the Association.

THE 2021 CHAMBERLAIN
SCHOLARSHIP FOR AFP ICON 
The Chamberlain Scholarship program honors Ralph E. Chamberlain,
CFRE. 

Mr. Chamberlain had a long and distinguished career of service to the
Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), beginning in the 1960s
when the organization was formed as the National Society of Fund
Raisers (NSFR), through the late 1970s when the name was changed to
the National Society of Fund Raising Executives (NSFRE), and until his
death in 1999. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s dedication to the organization we now know as AFP
never faltered in his long volunteer career with the Association. Because
of his long-time support of the Foundation’s annual fund and generous
planned gift, the AFP Board of Directors renamed their Conference
Scholar Program in 2000 to honor Mr. Chamberlain’s memory and
commitment to the Association.   

MARCH 18 AT 1:00 EDT

Ralph E. Chamberlain’s 
 BIOGRAPHY

Must be first time attendee of AFP ICON Conference.
Commitment to the chapter and report back to chapter following
the conference.

We are pleased to offer the Chamberlain Scholarship for an opportunity
to cover the registration fee for the AFP ICON Conference June 28-30,
2021 in Minneapolis, MN or virtually from anywhere!

This is a great opportunity as fees can amount to over $1,000 for
registration.

The application deadline is January 25th. See application on the AFP-
CA website here! Please submit to our email at
AFPCentralAL@gmail.com.

Note:

https://community.afpglobal.org/afpcentralalabama/careerdevelopmentandresources
http://gmail.com/
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Chapter President and Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access (IDEA) Chair
Chacolby Burns-Johnson, MPA
Development/Major Gifts Officer
Southern Poverty Law Center

President-Elect and Membership Chair
Brenda Robertson Dennis
Vice President of Resource Development
River Region United Way 

Immediate Past President and Nominating Committee Chair
Martie McEnerney, CFRE, MBA
Director of Community Relations
Baptist Health

Secretary and Treasurer
Laurel Teel, CFRE
Development Director
Child Protect

Communications and Publicity Chair
Krystal Floyd
Director of Development
Tuskegee University

Programs Chair
Joanna Kirkland
Fundraiser
Distinguished Young Women of Alabama 

Member-At-Large and Giving Tuesday/Ethics Month Coordinator
Marie Harrington
Senior Development Officer For Annual Giving
Auburn University at Montgomery

National Philanthropy Day Chair
Tara Davis
Executive Director
Friendship Mission
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W E B S I T E

ASSOCIATION OF FUNDRAISING PROFESSIONALS

WELCOME OUR 2021 BOARD MEMBERS

Servant-leadership is all
about making the goals
clear and then rolling your
sleeves up and doing
whatever it takes to help
people win. 

In that situation, they
don't work for you, you
work for them.  We  look
forward to working
with/for each of you. 

We are proud to create and launch our new website.  View it here! 
To log on to the Members Section, use your AFP Global login credentials.

If you have items to share on the website, email to afpcentralal@gmail.com

NEW YEAR, NEW WEBSITE:
AFP-CA LAUNCHES NEW CHAPTER WEBSITE

https://community.afpglobal.org/afpcentralalabama/home
https://community.afpglobal.org/afpcentralalabama/careerdevelopmentandresources

